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WAA, WCC Initiate ‘Fine
Arts for Seniors’ Program

WSO Thrills with Music
From the Silver Screen

Photo courtesy of Paul Deroo
ART FOR SENIORS…Participants enjoy an art lesson at the Westfield Art
Association’s “Fine Arts for Seniors Program” at the Westfield Community
Center (WCC). Pictured, clockwise from back left, are: Elizabeth Sturges, Beth
Simonelli, Isadora Moseley, Angela Axt, Karen Sclama, Lucille Taliaferro,
Alberta Stanley, Stephanie Smith WCC Director; Tia Netreveli, Angelena Di
Iorio, Rosalyn Johnson, WCC Seniors Program Coordinator; Miriam Seavey,
Florence O’Neil, Fermina Sotolongo and Jean Jackson.

WESTFIELD – On February 7, the
Westfield Art Association (WAA) held
the first meeting of its new “Fine Arts
for Seniors Program” with a capacity
group of twelve seniors at the
Westfield Community Center (WCC)
at 558 West Broad Street, Westfield.
The program is currently scheduled
for Thursdays from 12:30 – 2:30 with
the WCC providing the facility and
the WAA providing the art materials
and instructor.

The purpose of the program is to
provide area seniors an enjoyable,
weekly opportunity to create their
own artworks in a friendly environ-
ment. The introductory sessions, led
by WAA President Paul Deroo, have
been in acrylic painting. As experi-
ence is gained in this medium, the
group will move on to other media
such as watercolor, egg tempera, and
oil painting, as well as to other artistic
disciplines including printmaking and
sculpture.

No prior art experience is either
assumed or required for participa-
tion. While basic instruction is pro-
vided in the application of the spe-
cific medium toward creating a dem-
onstration artwork, all participants
are encouraged to develop their own
style toward any subject matter they

chose.
Seniors wishing to participate in

this activity are asked to call either
Stephanie Smith or Rosalyn Johnson
of the Westfield Community Center
at (908) 232-4759 or Paul Deroo of
the Westfield Art Association at (908)
337-2535. Both the WAA and the
WCC are 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zations.

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Just in time for
the Oscars, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) presented “A
Night at the Movies” on February
17 at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A very popular program,
they performed this concert three
times over the weekend – on Satur-
day at the Marasco Center in
Jamesburg and the Mayo Perform-
ing Arts Center in Morristown, as
well as Sunday in Westfield.

And a fun program it was. Movie
music is known to almost all of us –
think the themes from Star Wars,
Dr. Zhivago, Gone with the Wind,
or West Side Story. Almost every
American knows this music, and
the audience on Sunday smiled and
nodded every time a familiar
melody began.

But while the music is familiar,
many of the composers’ names are
not. Their lot is to set the scene,
musically and emotionally, but not
be center stage. An exception to
this, however, is contemporary
American John Williams, who was
well-represented on the program.
The composer of more blockbuster
film scores than you can count, his
music is almost omni-present in the
movies and TV, going as far afield
as the theme for four Olympic
games, the NBC Nightly News, and
Sunday Night Football. His style is
immediately recognizable – lots of
big, bold brass, lush strings, sweep-
ing melodies. The audience here
was treated to his music from Jaws,
Star Wars, and Raiders of the Lost
Ark. You could see the audience sit
up taller as the familiar theme of
Star Wars began, with children
bouncing in their seats in delight.

But there was more in store. Those
of a certain age let out a collective
sigh as the theme from Gone with
the Wind began. Composed by one
of the giants of movie music, Aus-
trian-American Max Steiner, it was
the longest selection on the pro-
gram, including a good bit of the
music from other parts of the film.
Always beautifully composed and
orchestrated, it evoked the rhythms
of daily life in the old South, as well
as the agonies of war and the bitter-
sweet longing for lost love. Steiner
came from a prominent musical
family in Vienna – his godfather
was Richard Strauss and he studied
with Gustav Mahler – and he him-
self was a master of the grand sweep
of late-Romantic symphonic writ-

ing. He almost single-handedly
founded the genre of film music,
arriving in Hollywood just as the
era of silent movies ended.

Most of the movie music greats
were represented on the program –
Maurice Jarre with Dr. Zhivago and
Lawrence of Arabia; Alex North
with Spartacus and Alan Silvestri
with Forrest Gump. But some mov-
ies use pre-existing music, and that
was represented as well. The dra-
matic opening of Richard Strauss’s
tone poem Also “Sprach
Zarathustra” became the iconic
sound of 2001 – A Space Odyssey¸
and F.J. Ricketts’ famous “Colonel
Bogey March” was whistled by
British prisoners of war in WWII
Burma in The Bridge on the River
Kwai.

The program ended with the time-
less music of Leonard Bernstein’s
iconic West Side Story. Written for
the Broadway musical and later used
in the movie, this score is rousing,
tender, violent, and melancholy by
turns, but always original and vi-
brant. It made a wonderful ending
to the program.

The stars of the concert were the
brass and percussion sections. John
Williams loves brass, and his music
features the trumpets, trombones,
French horns, and tuba to no end.
Most symphonic writing gives them
less to do, as it is difficult for them
to play continuously – the pressure
on their lips gets too great and it is
hard to keep playing. But play they
did, although after doing this pro-
gram three times in one weekend,
they must have been glad to rest on
Monday!

The three percussionists, Barry
Centanni, Thomas Mulvaney, and
Taylor Goodson, shone throughout
the evening, but really stole the
show in West Side Story. Bernstein
used a full percussion arsenal –
timpani, snares, cymbals, bongos,
claves, wood blocks, xylophone,
chimes, maracas, trap set. The three
of them were in constant motion,
running from one set of instruments
to another. Watching them in action
was as much fun as hearing them
play!

Maestro David Wroe made spo-
ken introductions to each of the
pieces, and hammed it up with mock
terror as the theme from Jaws be-
gan. The large audience was a testa-
ment to the popularity of this genre,
and I’m sure they are all hoping for
more music from the silver screen
in upcoming WSO seasons.

Governor Livingston  Hilltop Players
To Present Children of Eden

St. John The Apostle
School To Hold Annual

Fish Fry
CLARK – On Friday, March 8, St.

John the Apostle School will hold its
annual Fish Fry. The main menu will be
Fish and Chips provided by Argyle’s
Restaurant in Kearny. As an alterna-
tive, stuffed shells will also be avail-
able. The menu also includes dessert,
soft drinks, coffee and tea.

Tickets are $15 for adult fish dinner
and $8 for stuffed shells. Children are
$8 for fish and $5 for stuffed shells. Eat
in or takeout available.

For tickets, contact Diane at (732)
382-5595. For more information about
this event, contact Judi Chiusano at
(732) 535-0359 or
peacejudi13@gmail.com.

Suessical Cast to Offer Special Show
For Children With Disabilities

WESTFIELD – The cast of
Seussical the Musical at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield
extends a special invitation to Autism
Family Times and Temple Emanu-
El’s Ma’ayan families to a private,
special “sneak peak” performance of
Seussical the Musical on Wednes-
day, March 6, at 3:45 p.m.

By opening its doors to children
with autism and related disabili-
ties, Roosevelt Intermediate
School’s goal is to allow families to
watch a fun filled show in a more
relaxed and flexible atmosphere.

Invitations have gone out to Autism
Family Times and the Temple
Emanu-El’s Ma’ayan program,
however, the Seussical cast and crew
would like to invite all special needs
children and their families in the
local community to join the fun.
The event is free of charge. Anyone
interested should RSVP to
JackmanL@earthlink.net or call
(908) 482-2702.

The performance will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School lo-
cated at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
Governor Livingston Hilltop Play-
ers will present its spring produc-
tion, Children Of Eden.

The beautiful music, written by
Stephen Schwartz (composer of
Wicked and Pippin), tells two sto-
ries that emphasize the relationship
between family and the individual.
The first act focuses on the tale of
Adam and Eve, their expulsion from
Eden, and the upbringing of their
sons, Cain and Abel, who then con-
front some of the same challenges
their parents faced. The second act
addresses Noah’s family and their
parallel story of raising children
and grappling with good and evil.

The musical repeatedly empha-
sizes the human experiences that
we all share. The performances are
stunning, the technical design is
impressive, and the entire produc-
tion represents the talent and col-
laboration of the arts community at
Governor Livingston.

For tickets, email
hilltop@bhpsnj.org. Performances
will be held on Thursday, March
21, Friday, March 22, and Satur-
day, March 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Hearing impaired interpretation
will be offered at the Friday and
Saturday performances.

THE PLACES YOU WILL GO...JoJo (Lauren Singer) and Cat in the Hat
(Alexandra Jackman) lead the audience through musical twists and turns in
Roosevelt Intermediate School Theatre Department’s Suessical the Musical
presented March 8-10 with a special “sneak peak” performance on Wednesday,
March 6, at 3:45 p.m. for children with autism or other disabilities.
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