
Page 14  Thursday, February 28, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devils Halt Sayreville Bombers, 60-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Sayreville Bombs Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

run and to close the gap to 30-27 at
the half. Toresco sat out the majority
of the quarter. Mitchell added four
more points, while junior David Kane
(3 rebounds, 2 steals, 2 assists) and
senior Keegan Hess (6 rebounds, steal,
2 assists) each scored two points.

Toresco reentered in the third and
the complexion of the game shifted
drastically in favor of Westfield.
Toresco pulled six of his 12 rebounds
and his presence beneath the basket
helped limit the Bombers to four
points, all by free throws.

“They were a lot smaller than me,
so I took that to my advantage and
kept attacking the basket when the
ball went up,” Toresco explained.

Meanwhile, all the Blue Devils got

into the act and actually began having
fun with tricky assists, which resulted
in 15 points and a 45-31 lead entering
the fourth quarter.

“Yes! We were just having fun with
it. We were getting to the basket easy,
and we were just dishing it off. We
were trying to make it look good, and
it worked,” said Toresco, who also
had two assists and two blocked shots.

“We became a little stagnant to start
the third quarter, and we just moved
the ball, finally started to get some
looks, so everyone started moving the
ball then we started to push the lead a
little bit more,” Mitchell said.

The Blue Devil starters added an-
other eight points to the Bombers’
five early in the quarter then most

took a seat to allow the reserves a
chance to get some court time on the
final regular-season home game of
the season.

“It was good for the last game of
the year. It was good to get more kids
on the floor, especially the seniors.
It’s their last time here. It’s good for
them to see the floor,” Mitchell said.

Hess finished with five points and
Kane finished with 10. Junior Dylan
Elliott finished with seven rebounds,
three points and an assist. Chris
Sweeney had four points, Sean Elliott
had two points and two rebounds,
and Nick Mele had four rebounds
and two assists.
Sayreville 11 16   4 17 48
Westfield 20 10 15 15 60

BONACUM POWERS RAIDERS WITH 21 POINTS, 15 RBS

Raider Basketball Boys Edge
Dayton Bulldogs in 4th, 47-44

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a game that had an innumerable
amount of lead changes and ties, it
would be senior Tom Bonacum’s 21-
point performance that carried the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team over the
Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs, 47-44, at
Scotch Plains on February 21.
Bonacum scored 11 points in the
second half, all coming at times when
his team needed a bucket to stay in
the game or stop the Bulldogs’ mo-
mentum.

The 10-13 Raiders found them-
selves trading baskets early in the
game as they were able to keep up
with the quick backcourt the 17-5
Bulldogs had in Elijah Brown and
Isaiah Rodgers. The Raiders were
able to keep pace with the Bulldogs
by using their frontcourt of Bonacum
and Matt Greenberg to get easy points
in the paint early on. With the clock
winding down at the end of the first
quarter, it was a last-second tip in by
Leo Ramos that cut the Bulldogs lead
to 14-13.

Bonacum started to take over in the
second quarter, scoring the Raiders’
first six points, which included an in-
credible 360-degree lay-up through
traffic. Dayton, however, refused to go
away as Brown and Connor McTerman
hit shots to keep the lead with the
Bulldogs. A few key field goals from
Andrew Voysest proved key for the
Raiders as the game was tied in the last
two minutes until Brown’s lay-up at the
end of the half gave Dayton a 24-22
lead into halftime.

The Raiders did use all their weap-

ons in the second half as Xavier Noel-
Brooks, Voyest and Bonacum all de-
livered for the team. The Bulldogs
answered and pulled ahead, however,
when Rodgers scored seven of the
Springfield school’s 13 points in the
quarter to keep the lead from staying
with Scotch Plains. Brown’s lay-up
with 50 seconds left in the third quar-
ter gave Dayton a four-point lead
going into the final quarter. The four-
point lead turned out to be the largest
lead either team had for the whole
game.

In the final quarter, Noel-Brooks
and Bonacum delivered when their
team needed them most. Devin
Glover’s lay-up tied the game early
in the fourth quarter, but Brown con-
tinued to tie the game up with lay-up
after lay-up. Brown finished with 10
points, while Rogers led the Bull-
dogs with 15 points.

Dayton took the lead into the last
two minutes, until Bonacum came
through once again. The 6’5 senior
captain scored the Raiders’ last six
points of the game to pull out the

victory.
Raiders head coach Dan Doherty

was more than pleased with his team’s
performance saying, “We played very
well. I think we did a great job on the
defensive end. I thought all of our
guys showed up today.”

Doherty went on to say how the
win was a great prep for the state
tournament game against Ridge next
week, comparing Dayton’s style to
Ridge’s. “This game was very good
prep for the state tournament, as Day-
ton does a lot of things Ridge does.
They like to shoot the three and they
like to use the 1-2-2 three-quarter
trap. This was great for us,” he said.

As for Bonacum, the senior was
happy to see his last home game as a
Raider result in a win after playing on
the team for four years.

“This was our last home game and
we didn’t want to go out with a loss,
so I think its great how we got the win
today and how the whole team played
a part in it,” he said.
Dayton 14 10 13   7 44
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13   9 11 14 47

Sophomore Megan Mondon netted
eight points, three steals, two tipped
passes that led to steals, and a pair of
assists.

Junior Carly Friedman had eight
rebounds, two steals, two assists and
one point. Freshman center Rachel
Mattessich rose to the occasion to not
only score 10 points, but also to grab
nine rebounds, including six offen-
sive, and add three thefts. Caroline
Kacmarsky put in eight points and
added a pair of rebounds and an assist,
and Elizabeth Ponce scored six points
via 3-pointers in the third quarter.

“There’s a lot to be proud of. They
played hard. They all did! Megan
Mondon! They did what they had to
do,” Coach Marino said.

Successful sleight of hand maneu-
vers gave the Blue Devils a quick 7-
0 lead before the Bombers called a
timeout with 5:43 on the clock in the
first quarter. The Bombers hit a pair
of 3-pointers and three free throws,
while Luzzi sank two free throws and
converted a steal to a lay-up to bring
the score to 11-9. Westfield won the
quarter 17-14 and Knapp and Luzzi

each contributed seven points.
Each team bucketed 23 points in

the second quarter to make the half-
time score, 40-37. Mondon scored
six points in the quarter and Knapp
sank seven, while Luzzi put in five.
Bombers McDonough and Rodrigues
scored 10 points and seven points,
respectively.

The pace and complexion of the
game stayed the same in the third
quarter and the Blue Devils extended
their lead to 62-57 entering the fourth
quarter, but the Bombers actually
took a 52-51 lead with 3:20 on the
clock and added five more points to
make the score 57-51. However,
Kacmarsky rolled in a pair of lay-
ups, Knapp sank a free throw and
Ponce ended the quarter with two
straight 3-pointers.

The Bombers answered quickly in
the fourth to knot the score, 62-62.
The continued fouling put the Blue
Devils in jeopardy. The Bombers went
to the line and sank nine of their 16
free throws.
Sayreville 14 23 20 24 81
Westfield 17 23 22 12 74

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP…Senior Keegan Hess, No. 12, goes in for a lay-up under heavy pressure from a Sayreville
Bomber defender in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING IT DOWN COURT…Blue Devil Jackie Knapp, No. 2, takes the ball
down court in the game against the Sayreville Bombers.
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Springfield...Situated on a quiet street, this sprawling split boasts
an amazing chef’s kitchen with an open floor plan to the Living
Room and Dining Room. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a Trex
Deck, which overlooks the private, beautifully landscaped & fenced
in yard. 1 Block to NYC Bus. Mint condition. Offered at $459,000.

Westfield...Come enjoy the comfort and convenience of this 3 Bedroom
Victorian with its’ high ceilings , vintage accents  and airy sun soaked
rooms. With its’ coveted “in town” location, just steps to downtown
Westfield, NYC transportation & Mindowaskin Park this property scores a
Walk Score of 92. Totally renovated from top to bottom & stunning in
every way. It’s all in the details… Offered at $599,000.
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55 Briar Hills Circle
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711 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ $879,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/gracious entry Foyer; LR w/fplc. & crown molding;
sunken FDR; Center Island Kitchen with ss appliances opens to FR;  1st floor Office w/custom built-in’s & a convenient
laundry. MBR w/walk-in closet & private bath.; CAC & hdwd. floors. Nestled on a magnificently landscaped property w/
custom lighting, sprinkler system & mahogany front porch. Conveniently located close to Award Winning down town
Westfield, Mindowaskin Park and Wilson School. Dir: on E. Broad Street, near N. Chestnut St.

6 Kirkview Circle, Westfield, NJ $1,079,000
Architecturally spectacular 5 BR, 5-1/2 bath Mid-century home recently refurbished with stunning finishes.
Highlights include:  sleek Veneta Cucine custom center island kitchen ; Atrium; Dramatic two-story LR with two
sided fireplace & conversation pit; Formal DR; Family room, Media room, loft; MBR suite with dressing room;
Extensively landscaped grounds w/fabulous  in-ground pool.  A truly unique, upscale home.


