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Blue Devils Claim District 11 Mat  Crown
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
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KNAPP NETS 26 PTs, 5 STEALS; LUZZI 15 PTs, 5 STEALS

Sayreville Lady Cagers Bomb
Blue Devils in Foul Fest, 81-74

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Minus two starters and a strong
backup player, the stage was set for a
wild, wide open, foul and steal fest
between the Westfield High School
girls basketball team and the
Sayreville Bombers in Westfield on
February 21.

“[Colleen] Gallagher has been sick
for a couple of weeks, and we didn’t
have her for the county tournament,
as well. Sophie [Koglin], who was
helping us, hurt her finger. Lillian
Scott just needed a break today. She
hurt her back. It was sore, but she will
be good to go for the states,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino said.

With that realignment of starters,
the Blue Devils faced some coordi-

nation difficulties, and the Bombers
wound up on the top end of an 81-74
score that also featured a combined
54 free throws.

“Overall, the team stepped up. They
all had a job to do today. We wound
up losing the game by seven, but they
gave it their best shot,” Coach Marino
said.

The 15-10 Lady Blue Devils were
19-for-23 (83 percent) from the char-
ity line, and the 15-9 Lady Bombers
were 22-for 31 (71 percent) from the
line. Bombers Jackie Rodrigues and
Alyssa McDonough netted 29 and 28
points, respectively, while Amanda
Quintero scored 13 and Emily Cabrera
scored seven points. Players from their
bench added the other four points.

The tight defensive play of both

teams led to a multitude of steals and,
of course, the multitude of fouls,
which cost the Lady Blue Devils
dearly in the fourth quarter.

“They are a good little team also.
They had some scorers. Basically, we
were there to the end. We got in foul
trouble, and we wound up with three
starters out of the game,” Coach
Marino said.

The Blue Devils had, at least, 22
steals themselves and sophomore
Jackie Knapp was the chief thief with
six. Knapp also led the team with 26
points and four assists, while pulling
eight rebounds. Freshman Olivia
Luzzi was very effective on both sides
of the court with 15 points, five steals,
five rebounds and three assists.

plishment. Now it’s go on to the re-
gions,” Arnold said.

In the 182-lb title bout before his,
Arnold witnessed his teammate, Brian
Bulger, who was previously unde-
feated, get upset, 4-3, by Brearley’s
Jeff Velez. Cougar Corey Markovitch
recorded a 7-3 decision over Raider
Alex Mirabella to place third.

“I was trying to keep my mind on
my own match. Obviously, I felt bad,
but you have to bounce back and go
hard,” Arnold said.

Raider Dan Van Brunt nipped
Salfcas, 1-0, to place third at 195-lbs.

Nick Velez wasted little time in his
semifinal bout, taking Diego Ataca
(L) to the mat with a slick single
takedown. Afterwards, he added a
series of nearfalls before settling Ataca
in 5:28 with an arm bar/tight waist.

“I got that first takedown, and that
put the pace. I got on top and was
working a bunch of tilts. I saw that he
couldn’t stand up on me, so I stayed
on top and kept getting points,” Velez

said.
As to his takedowns, Velez said.

“No hesitations! I feel like hesita-
tion is the point why people don’t
get takedowns. If you get that out of
your mind and go for what you feel
is there, if it’s there, don’t think
about it.”

Velez did not hesitate in his title
bout with Raider Brian Lapham,
whom he took to the mat in the first
period, and came up with a 3-0 vic-
tory.

Lapham recorded a 5:45 fall in his
first round then added a 15-4, major-
ity decision in the semis.

In his semifinal bout with Raider
Jashmar Philippe, Kalimtzis earned a
convincing 21-6, technical fall in 5:16
but appeared to show a very brief
period of exhaustion.

“I wasn’t gassed. I just didn’t want
to give up a big five-point move or put

myself in horrible position where I
could have potentially got pinned. I
tried to play it safe,” Kalimtzis ex-
plained.

Looking to his bout with Wesley
Ortiz (E), who edged top-seeded Josh
Sheehy (L), Kalimtzis said, “I am
going to try to control him on neutral,
not give up any big takedowns and
ride him out.”

Kalimtzis came through with a pair
of takedowns and a standing reversal
to defeat Ortiz, 6-3.

“That was the difference in the
match. I was trying to attack, attack,
attack, but being patient about my
takedowns. He was strong, so I had to
put a couple of different moves to-
gether in order to take him down,”
Kalimtzis said.

Tufaro punished Askia Cruz
(Shabazz) with three takedowns, in-
cluding an arm drag, before showing
him the lights in 1:45 in the first
round. Tufaro then clamped Cougar

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INVOLVED IN A VERY HIGH SCORING GAME…Blue Devil Megan Mondon, No. 3, dribbles down court in a game
where Westfield and the Sayreville Bombers combined for 155 points, which may have been the highest scoring game in
Westfield girls history.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON HIS TAKEDOWNS…Blue Devil Colin Barber, top, allows Minuteman Jonniel Bazan to escape so he can
record another takedown. Barber recorded eight takedowns in a 19-6, majority decision to win the 152-lb crown. CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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834 GRANT AVENUE

WESTFIELD. First of three - New Construction homes 4 bedroom 4.5
bath Custom Colonial. Gracious floor plan featuring formal living room,
formal dining room, eat-in kitchen with Brookhaven cabinets by Wood-
Mode opens to family room with gas fireplace and custom built-ins.
Master bedroom with sitting area and spa like bathroom, three additional
spacious bedrooms & second floor laundry. Full-size finished basement
with large windows offer rich sunlight. 150 ft deep lot. $1,275,000.

Team
Villane

848 GRANT AVENUE

WESTFIELD. One of three New Construction homes, 5 bedroom
4.5 bath. Charming 3700 sq ft Custom Colonial w/effortless flow
features formal living room, formal dining room, great room with gas
fireplace that opens to state of the art kitchen with SS appliances granite
tops and large center island. Detailed trim throughout. Master bedroom
with luxurious bath and two WIC.  Finished attic w/bedroom & full
bath, full finished walkout basement opens to 150 ft deep lot. $1,299,000.

Team
Villane

840 GRANT AVENUE

WESTFIELD. One of three New Construction homes 5 bedroom, 4.5
bath Custom Colonial. Meticulous attention to detail featuring first floor
bedroom with WIC and full bath, powder room, formal living room,
formal dining room, eat in gourmet kitchen with granite, SS appliances,
center island, family room with gas fireplace. Second floor includes four
additional large bedrooms, two full baths, laundry room and loft. Full
finished walkout basement opens to 150 ft deep lot. $1,299,000.

Associate of the Month

Team
Villane

Don Villane
Top Lister for the Month of January

Team
Villane

ELM STREET TOWNHOUSES

WESTFIELD. Elm Villas - 2 New Construction Townhouse End Units
with 3 bedrooms, 4.5 bath each. Steps from downtown. Large open floor
plan with abundant closet and storage space. Large rear yard 114 ft deep.
Gourmet kitchen w/granite, center island and SS appliances. Master
bedroom includes two WIC & relaxing bath. Generous sized bedrooms,
2nd floor laundry; 3rd floor featuring bedroom/loft area and full bath.
Front porch and private back patio. Split two-zone HVAC. $850,000.

Team
Villane

32 TAMAQUES WAY

WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom,4.5 Bath New Construction-Exquisite 3700
sqft Custom Colonial minutes from Tamaques Park & school. Pool-sized
yard. Great room with gas FP opens to gourmet kitchen & leads to formal
dining room and living room offering an effortless flow-ideal for
entertaining. Extensive millwork including coffered & vaulted ceilings.
Master Bedroom with spa-like bath; 4 additional spacious bedrooms,2nd
floor laundry; finished garage, 3rd flr & walkout basement. $1,275,000.


