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Ever have one of those days when
you wish you could’ve in been two
places at the same time. Or three?
Maybe four? If you’re a WHS sports
fan, Saturday was definitely one of
those days.

If somebody could’ve arranged things
in advance with Mr. Scott and his trans-
porter on the Starship Enterprise, I
would’ve paid anything to be at both
The College of New Jersey, watching
the amazing WHS swimmers sweep
the state Public A championships for
the second straight year, and then got-
ten beamed back to WHS in time to
watch the wrestlers win their second
District 11 championship in five years.
And then maybe even to Warinanco
Park to catch the hockey team winning
the Union County championship over
Summit. Perhaps there even might’ve
been time to start the day in Toms River
at the Bennett Center, watching WHS’s
Peter Fagan clear 15 feet to place third
in the pole vault at the indoor track
Meet of Champions.

Sadly, Scotty wasn’t available Sat-
urday, so I had to pick and, well, you
know how that goes. As a former WHS
swimmer and coach, the swimmers
won out. Literally. The boys avenged
an early-season loss to Bridgewater-
Raritan with a stunning 97-73 victory
that was their state-best 24th state
championship. Not to be outdone, the
girls capped a third straight undefeated
season with a 91-79 victory over
Hunterdon Central. It was the girls’
sixth state title in the last seven years,
and 15th overall.

“I quoted them Hannibal Smith from
The A-Team when we got back to the
school,” said Jeff Knight, the head
coach of both teams. “He said, ‘I love
it when a plan comes together.’ And
that’s how it felt. We had a plan, and
the kids really did a tremendous job of
making it happen.”

The boys finished with a dual meet
record of 15-2, losing to No. 1 Chris-
tian Brothers and Bridgewater. Along
the way they accumulated their 800th
victory this year, finishing with 806.
The girls were 17-0, and currently are
working on a win streak of 51 since a
2010 loss to Immaculate Heart; they
also have an unbeaten streak of 55.
They have notched 405 wins in history.

Back to Saturday’s meets, which
were actually quite intense. It’s been
said that coaching a swim meet is like
playing a game of advanced chess.
You have to know where to put people

to get the most points, first to 86 points
wins. More important, you sometimes
have to sacrifice a pawn or two, or take
a chance with your queen.

Few teams know each other as well
as WHS and Bridgewater, so it basi-
cally comes down to a chess match. In
2010 and ’11, Bridgewater coach Sean
Foley made all the right moves. The
last two years it’s been Knight’s turn.

Knight: “I used (junior) Tyler
(Lessner) in the individual medley all
year, every big meet, counties, be-
cause I wanted Sean to keep (star
Dylan) Sali in the IM and out of the
100 fly. Yeah, they went 1-2 in the IM,
but we went 1-2-3 in the 100 fly. That’s
only a one point difference, but every
point is critical.”

Sophomore Stephen Husch, Lessner
and senior Max Shin did the honors in
the fly, with Shin, a senior co-captain,
touching out his man for third by a
mere three hundredths of a second.

In the 100 free, Knight again made
a sacrifice, pulling junior Luke
McGrory. Last year, Bridgewater had
gone 1-2-3, as Matt Daniel was ill.
Knight figured Daniel would split up
Bridgewater’s 1-2-3, which he did with
a second-place 48.12, and moved
McGrory to the 500, to keep B-R from
a possible 2-3-4 behind expected win-
ner John Lindros.

“Sean figured he could get us there,
but Luke dropped five seconds from
his best time and got the third, he even
almost got the second,” Knight said.
“And Sean Beattie beat their third guy.
So instead of them getting nine points,
they only got six.”

And, did we mention this before,
EVERY POINT COUNTS.

When WHS went 1-3 the 200 free
relay, 2-3-4 in the 100 back (Connor
Moore, Jack Rose and Kevin Clauss
all finished within .15 of a second) and
a 1-2-4 in the 100 breast (Lessner,
Aram Barmakian and Dan Rose), it
was all over but saying “check, mate.”

“It’s funny,” Knight said. “After I
told them their total (4,878), Max
(Shin) said, ‘Where did we go wrong,
coach? Why didn’t we get 5,000?’ I
had to laugh. I said, ‘Max, we didn’t
do anything wrong, absolutely noth-
ing.’ And we really didn’t.”

The girls meet featured WHS, which
is in the Public A final seemingly every
year, against a talented Hunterdon Cen-
tral squad making its first appearance
in the final. Hunterdon Central power
pointed 5,001 on Saturday, and that’s a

figure that had rarely been reached by
anybody who didn’t wear a WHS suit
in state history. But WHS went 5,150.
It was that kind of meet.

Caroline Baldwin, who already has
the school record in the 100 backstroke,
had two school record swims, winning
the 50 free in 22.89 and the 100 free in
50.53. Think that’s fast? Sarah Cronin
was third in the event in 51.88, well
under her former school record, with
Hunterdon Central’s Holly Christianson
second in 50.95. (Anybody know when
the last girl to swim a 50.95 in the 100
free finished not first?)

Cronin almost grabbed another
school record, winning the 200 indi-
vidual medley in 2:08.60, just .36 off
Anna Fetter’s two-year-old mark. She
also anchored the winning 200 free
relay.

Senior Ellie Reinhardt basically
closed her career where it had really
started. In 2010 she swam on a couple
of B relays as WHS earned a state co-
championship after an 85-85 tie with
West Windsor-Plainsboro South. Back
then she was an unheralded freshman.
Now she’s a senior leader and she went
out in style, winning the 200 free and
500 free, and swimming on the win-
ning 200 free relay. She’s also enjoyed
four parades – escorted by fire trucks
and police cars – down Central Avenue
and through town after each state title.

“This will be our fourth time in a
row bringing the trophy back to
Westfield,” Reinhardt said. “To be able
to say that is amazing. Not many people
can. It’s a feeling that words can’t
describe.”

There were other amazing swims
posted by just about every girl Knight
threw in the pool – before they re-
turned the favor after the meet.

Freshman Caroline Basil won the
100 backstroke in 59.52, and Allie
McBrearty was close behind at 1 .62.
Audrey Bangs made it a successful
event with a Top 15 List 1:02.89.

Freshman Gwyn Devin had an
amazing day, swimming the butterfly
leg on the second fastest medley relay
(1:49.31) in school history, placing
third in the 50 free in 24.68, tying
Kerry Hertell for No. 7 on the Top 15
List, and then breaking up a potential
1-2 by Hunterdon in the 100 fly in
58.75, third on the Top 15 List, behind
Fetter and Becky DeLaFuente.

“She’s a feisty kid,” Knight said.
Coach Jeff Knight, who has been

known to celebrate championship wins

well into the next morning, took a pass
on Saturday night. He was cooked . . .
very well done. Saturday quickly
turned into Sunday, a non-practice day
for the first time seemingly in months.
He actually got to see and spend time
with his wife and kids.

“It was good to get a break from
swimming, even it was only a day,”
Knight said. “I saw a Time magazine
on the desk and it was dated Jan. 15!
There was other stuff, too, just laying
around because there hadn’t been time
to get to it. Hopefully my credit report
is still good.

“But I learned from a previous coach
that you’ve got to put in the time if you
want to be good. And you’ve got to
know your enemy if you want to be
successful.”

If Scotty had been around and got-
ten me back to WHS late Saturday
afternoon, it would’ve been awesome
to see Glen Kurz – a Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School teacher, like Knight –
hold the District 11 trophy high. The
2013 WHS wrestling team has been
one of the best in years, decades even.
They went 19-2, in addition to the
district crown. With a 64-23 record,
this year’s seniors will graduate with
the most dual meet wins in school
history.

They will have four wrestlers going
to Region 3 as district champs – Nick
Kalimtzis, Nick Velez, Colin Barber
and Nick Arnold. Also going as dis-
trict runners-up are Matt Barber, Nick
Rotundo and Brian Bulger, while third-
place winners Kevin Frega and Kyle
Kania also earned a trip. That’s nine
out of 14 still alive.

“We wrestled well, but we definitely
had room to do better,” said Kurz, the
king of understatement. “Hopefully
we can turn it up a notch at regions.”

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
Pat Tuohy is the new head coach of

the WHS boys lacrosse team, replacing
Marc Silbergeld, who was 40-57 the
last five years. Tuohy moves up from
assistant coach and his spot will be
handled by Boomer Wertheimer. Chris
Mattes is the new junior varsity coach.

Taking over the girls program is
Samantha Warner, who will have two
of the best players in school history –
Elizabeth Cusick and Courtney Weisse
– to make her first year easier. She
replaces Jackie Behrens, whose two
WHS teams went 19-19.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Where Was Scotty
When I Needed Him?

SPF Icers Top ALJ in UCT,
Sneak into State Playoffs

RAIDER TRIPLE THREAT…Raiders Eric Hogan, No. 47, and Tyler Hargrove,
No. 32, congratulate each other on one of their four goals in their First Round
Union County Tournament win against Johnson, while John Bruckman, who
scored the other goal for the Raiders looks on.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey Raiders sneaked
in a couple more firsts in club history
when they won their first round Union
County Tournament (UCT) playoff
game against the Johnson Crusaders
and then were selected for the play-in
round of the state Public A playoffs.

The Raiders shook off their rough
regular-season three-game losing
streak to beat the Crusaders, 5-3, in
the UCT on February 18. The scoring
came from the big three for the Raid-
ers with sophomore John Bruckman
netting one and juniors Tyler Hargrove
and Eric Hogan getting two apiece.
Senior goalie Jason Breit was once
again solid between the pipes.

The UCT win was another mile-
stone as it was the first ever in the
history of the team. Unfortunately,
the streak ended two nights later when
the Raiders had to meet regular-sea-

son county first place finisher
Westfield. The Blue Devils dominated
once again, but the Raiders did draw
blood, netting two in the 6-2 loss.
Westfield later took the UCT champi-
onship on February 23 by overcom-
ing last year’s state champions, Sum-
mit. Breit’s talent was also recog-
nized by being selected as County co-
MVP.

The Raiders were given the 38th
and last spot in the Public A prelimi-
nary round of the playoffs, yet an-
other first in team history. The Raid-
ers had to play the 27th team, the
Ocean Township Spartans in order to
get to the round of 32.

The Raiders struck first against the
blazing Spartan skaters with Hogan
scoring on an assist from Hargrove in
the first period. The Spartans tied it
up later in the period on a lucky
rebound as Breit was turning aside
every shot he saw. The next two peri-
ods were scoreless so the contest went
to sudden-death overtime. The Raid-
ers had a couple of ever-so-close shots
at sending the Spartans home, but the
puck just would not cooperate and a
screened slap-shot by Ocean ended
the Raiders season 4:14 into the over-
time session.

The players and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ice Hockey Association
appreciate all those parents, friends
and businesses, who supported the
program at this year’s Gala. The pro-
gram is still mostly funded by the
parents and outside generosity will
greatly help the team keep improv-
ing, achieving firsts and competing
in the perennially tough Union County
Ice Hockey League.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan placed
third in the pole vault with a clear-
ance of 15-0 at the Meet of Cham-
pions held at the Bennett Center
in Toms River on February 23.

BOYS:
NJ Section 2, Group 4:
Ridge 58, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
39

Tom Bonacum scored 18 points
and Xavier Noel-Brooks scored 13
points for the Raiders.
North Hunterdon 60, Westfield 43

GIRLS:
NJ Section 2, Group 4:

North Hunterdon 52, Westfield 42
Lil Scott and Jackie Knapp each

netted 14 points, Megan Mondon
scored six points and Olivia Luzzi
added six for the 15-11 Blue Devils.
Bayonne 59, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 23

Taylor Sebolao scored six points
and Katie Harper scored five for the
10-14 Raiders.

Sectional Basketball Tournament Scores:

View Thousands of Homes Online

Clark $329,000
Beautiful Split level home w/ open floorplan
features many updts, hdwd flrs, EIK, FDR,
lrg den & central air. Must see!

Agent: Dave Labush MLS: 2983397

Cranford $195,000
Move-in ready 2BR unit w/ hardwood floors
and updated kitchen and bath.  Great location
close to town and train.

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 2999312

Westfield $500,000
Col/Cape-New kitchen, Master BA,HVAC-
Newer windows & roof. Freshly Painted w/
Partially Finished Bsmt. Move right in!

Agent: Betty Ann Keller MLS: 2985671

Mountainside $1,149,000
Extraordinary, renovated 1917 Georgian Col
w/ 5 luxurious bdrm suites & gourmet kit on
a cul-de-sac. Easy NYC commute.

Agent: Jennifer Colamedici MLS: 2991567

Scotch Plains $429,900
Move-in ready & freshly painted 3BR/2BA
Cape has spacious rms, an updtd EIK, FDR,
CAC, updtd baths & big yard.

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 2999772

Scotch Plains $569,000
Private deck offers "tree house living", 9RMs,
2 fpls, chair lift, 3.5 BAs, lrg EIK, 1st flr in-
law suite, FDR, 2 car garage.

Agent: Nancy Jean Walker MLS: 2996324

Springfield $389,900
Updtd 4BR/1.1BA Cape featuring an EIK,
Florida rm, LR w/ wood stove, full bsmt &
lrg wood deck for entertaining.

Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 2993529

Westfield $875,000
Enchanting Cust Cape w/gourmet kit, new
Pella windows, LR w/vaulted ceilings & fpl,
HW flrs, ample closets. Dir: Mountain to
Lawrence.

Agent: Sherrie Natko

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 3rd  1-4PM
424 Lawrence Avenue


