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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatreptic – Refuting; defeating
2. Bezan – A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. Chiragra – Gout in the hand
4. Stirgine – Pertaining to an owl

BETTONG
1. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. An outside staircase
4. The striking part of a flail

RHIGOSIS
1. The sensation of cold
2. A nose cold
3. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
4. Soreness in the eyes

TERGUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. The back of an animal
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
TERTULIA

1. A small human forest denizen; an elf
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
3. A buoy attached to the end of a

harpoon line
4. A social gathering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Planning Board Should Approve Stop
& Shop Improvement Plan

Only Miniscule Amount
Of Fanwood Support

SP-FW Merger
Regarding the study commission

on possible consolidation of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, The Times on Feb-
ruary 21 states that, “the municipali-
ties’ citizens – not their local govern-
ments – initiated the merger move-
ment.” Based on earlier reporting in
The Times, a more accurate statement
would be that a miniscule percentage
of Fanwood’s 7,300 citizens partici-
pated in initiating the merger move-
ment.

David Harris
Fanwood

Politicians’ Actions
Seem Meaningless

Why do our politicians think we
are idiots? They march the country
toward one fiscal, sequestered
cliffhanger after another, for nothing
more than making political hay. Cer-
tainly, the 0.7 percent in “seques-
tered cuts” is really meaningless
against $1 trillion in new debt annu-
ally. They haven’t even passed a bud-
get in four years, let alone champion
a truly balanced budget. Why are
they tying this millstone around the
neck of our children? Why does it
seem that all the policies of our gov-
ernment seem so consistently dam-
aging to our economy and our
children’s future? It would seem to
be incompetence if all this damage
didn’t appear to be so intentional.

Sim Hitzel
Westfield

New Presidential Term Is Seen
As Putting Nation In Jeopardy

Mr. Haas Reduced Such A Complex
And Tragic Issue for Political Gain

In response to Councilman Haas’
letter to the editor of February 21,
2013, let me be clear – I don’t exploit
national tragedies for local political
gain.

Of course I am a Mayor against
illegal guns, an affirmation Council-
man Haas witnessed first hand at the
Town Council meeting of February
5, 2013, which was followed by the
introduction and adoption of a for-
mal resolution, which, curiously,
Councilman Haas abstained from
voting on. I encourage everyone read-
ing this to read my statement in its
entirety and the resolution that fol-
lowed in the official minutes of the
February 5, 2013 Town Council meet-
ing at www.westfieldnj.gov (under
“Town Clerk”). As I explained then,
and I reiterate now, the horrific
shootings that have taken place in
recent times have been perpetrated
by individuals using guns that were
acquired legally, so any discussion
about gun violence cannot just be
about illegal guns. In order for effec-
tive action on preventing gun vio-
lence to take place, efforts must be
directed to the appropriate officials
who are empowered to enact change
– your state and federal legislators.
Every advocacy group, from the
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Vio-
lence to former Congresswoman
Gabby Giffords’ Americans for Re-
sponsible Solutions, calls on citizens
to contact their congressmen and
women, not their local mayor and
council.

I trust Councilman Haas will be
announcing his candidacy for office
very shortly so I can only assume that
his intent in writing a letter to the
editor after the fact was an attempt to
get some local press. Has Mr. Haas
reduced such a complex and tragic
issue as gun violence to being about
me signing a statement drafted seven
years ago that does not address any-
thing that would have prevented the
recent mass shootings? To use a na-
tional tragedy and to mislead the resi-
dents of this town is contemptible.

It is certainly no secret that politi-
cally, Mr. Haas and I don’t always see
eye to eye on local matters, but Mr.
Haas’ latest political ploy using this
important and heart wrenching na-

tional issue is abhorrent and inexcus-
able.

Mr. Haas refers to “Mayors Against
Illegal Guns” as if signing on to their
“Statement of Principles,” drafted in
2006 at a meeting of 15 big city
mayors hosted by Mayor Bloomberg
of New York and Mayor Mannino of
Boston, is the one and only way to
oppose gun violence. Even the May-
ors Against Illegal Guns website that
Mr. Haas refers to acknowledges that,
“….we know that a policy that is
appropriate for a small town in one
region of the country is not necessar-
ily appropriate for a big city in an-
other region of the country.” As
Mayor, I am frequently asked to sign
onto a variety of causes that do not
fall within a municipality’s jurisdic-
tion or a mayor’s scope of authority –
everything from protesting the troop
surge during the Iraq War to a
woman’s reproductive rights. Just
today, I received a request to sign the
Freedom to Marry pledge promoted
by the same Mayors Bloomberg and
Mannino.

As has been my policy since I have
been Mayor, I cannot in good faith
sign onto any pledge that gives the
false impression that real action has
been taken when, in fact, it has not.
The Westfield Town Council acted
appropriately and decisively when it
affirmed the voices of our citizens
and resolved (in part), “that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield
considers all human beings to be pre-
cious and full of promise and, there-
fore, gun violence and its root causes
must be addressed comprehensively
by our state and federal legislators;
that our citizens have varied and valu-
able viewpoints to contribute to the
state and national discussion; that the
Town of Westfield urges passage of
federal and state legislation to pre-
vent acts of gun violence in our soci-
ety; and that our citizens are urged to
either attend the hearings or provide
written submissions to the NJ SAFE
Task Force as well as voice their
opinions to their state and federal
legislators.”

Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

Gift for Serving on
BOE Made It Worth It

Last week, my wife and I had din-
ner at Lorenzo’s in Garwood. We
were only seated a few minutes when
a gentleman and his wife approached
my wife with a bottle of wine. He said
to her, this is for all the good you do.
He continued by saying he recog-
nized her from watching her on Chan-
nel 36. She asked him his name and
he responded by saying, “my name
doesn’t matter, I just wanted to thank
you for all that you do.”

I have heard my wife say to many
people, many times, when talking
about Board of Ed. issues, “This is
not about me, this is about our chil-
dren and our schools.” Last night’s
remarks from this gentleman made
the 12 years my wife has served on
the Westfield Board of Ed. so worth
the effort.

David Leiz
Westfield

Only a few weeks into a new presi-
dential term, it has become clear that
anything goes for the Obama Admin-
istration. A masterful play of a cap-
tive media that regularly reported with
bias and tailored news has given us a
rotten basket of apples. The man who
claimed “change” and “working to-
gether” has delivered half that prom-
ise. The first half, “change,” is the
undermining of your personal liber-
ties, and obviously the remaining of
our patriots will resist his emascula-
tion of our institutional processes and
must continue to fight for what made
America great.

The issues are many, no less than
the multi-violations of our Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. Obama’s
masterful way of identifying himself
as the good guy and the solution to
every major incident effecting our
country makes me think of how the

Nazi Black Shirts in Germany insti-
gated a confiscation of private fire-
arms from the German public, per-
mitting them to systematically di-
vide and conquer any group which
opposed their doctrine.

If you think it couldn’t happen
here, think again. His rule of govern-
ment by executive order rather than
constitutional procedure has already
started. His backdoor appointments
to important positions such as the
NLRB was challenged and defeated
by the court, only now to have his
drunk-with-power administration
telling the court, “We’re going to do
it anyhow.”

The question is, what will you do?
Will you just roll over and permit a
super-egotistical president to remake
America in his image or do you
come to the realization in time that
the easiest fight to win is to stop the
multitude of mutilations of our sys-
tem as they occur rather than finally
realize the American dream has now
become a nightmare.

Warren Victor
Westfield

PAUPERIZING THE
COUNTRY? OBAMA?

Thank You Mayor Skibitsky for
Supporting Christie’s Task Force

I applaud Mayor Skibitsky and the
Town Council for passing the resolu-
tion supporting Governor Christie’s
NJ SAFE Task Force and for not
patronizing Westfielders by signing
resolutions, which will have no effect
on illegal gun use. By the way, Chi-
cago has some of the toughest guns
laws in the country and it is also the
U.S. murder capital with over 500
murders last year!

Therefore, pandering to voters by
signing resolutions or passing laws
which will be ignored by criminals
will have zero effect on gun violence.
Let’s go after the root cause of gun
violence - why do so many young
Americans put so little value on hu-

man life? As a country, let’s have a
serious national discussion. It may
not be convenient as it may lead to
discussions on teenage pregnancy,
absentee fathers, generational wel-
fare and the decay of moral values.

This leads me to Councilman
Haas’s recent letter to the editor. It is
not his job or the council’s to tell
people how to think on issues outside
of their council roles. Council mem-
bers are elected to run Westfield. The
state votes on the gun issue, not the
town.

Mayor Skibitsky, keep up the good
work running Westfield!

Amy Lovato
Westfield

As members of the Chelmsford
Condo Association Board at 260 Pros-
pect Street, we would like to express
our approval of the proposed Stop &
Shop improvement plan currently
being considered by the Westfield
Planning Board.

Our condo is directly impacted by
all that takes place at the store from
deliveries, lights, cars, snow removal
equipment, a/c machines, views of
the store, etc. We will, therefore, be
most affected by any and all changes
and renovations to said property.

We feel that this project is a neces-
sary upgrade to the existing facility.
It is a renewal that has been a long
time coming and we are hopeful that
it will move through the Planning
Board swiftly and that construction
will begin soon.

The team at Shop & Stop has
worked with us through the planning
stages to ensure that we are satisfied
with the renovations and to address
any questions we have. All issues of
fencing, sound, lighting, traffic, trees
and shrubs have been addressed to
our satisfaction and we look forward
to a much-improved shopping expe-
rience.

We encourage the Planning Board
as well as all Westfield residents to
approve this project and see that it
moves along quickly towards comple-
tion.

The Chelmsford Condo Board
Dominick Tricarico, Donald Webber

Saul Drittel, Renee Fertig,
Ester Jennis, Dexter Force,

David Zane, Westfield

Governor, Stop All These New Laws,
Bans; Gun Owners Aren’t Criminals

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Hello Governor Christie, We do not
need anymore new laws in New Jersey
for gun control. Just please enforce the
laws on the books already, Please! I’m a
husband and a father of a 6-year-old son
and these “new” gun laws or “bans” will
not do a thing to help crime or stop home
invaders. What it will do is hurt people
like me and my family, the law abiding
safe gun owner. I’m a safe legal gun
owner who strongly believes in my sec-
ond amendment rights and the right to
protect my family. I think the State of
New Jersey and our government needs to
focus more on mental health care, that’s
the number one when it comes to a lot of
violent crimes. These type of unstable
people with a mental health issues really
need help or taken care of somehow.
Instead they get let loose or untreated.
Then these same people commit a crime
with a gun and than everyone wants to
blame the gun or the legal safe gun own-
ers now!

That’s not fair. We are not the criminal
or the unstable ones. We are mothers and
fathers, hard workers that built this coun-
try. Now we are being treated like crimi-
nals. We have the same voting power and
we will not back down on this issue. Our
government and our own state we live in

is coming after us like we did something
wrong. That’s just not going to work for
a lot of us to be treated like this now. Not
fair. These “new” laws or “bans” will not
stop criminals or home invaders or your
gang members. Let’s focus on towns that
have the real issues, Camden, Trenton,
etc... Don’t make us all suffer because of
certain criminals or people with mental
health problems.

Government is not thinking this thru
clearly at all. Let’s work on more school
security for my son who is 6 years old,
His school has a school nurse at the door
in the mornings for security and she is 65
years old! Something wrong with that?
Let’s focus more on education on guns
instead of it being a bad thing. So many
more things we can do to help these
issues, instead of going after the legal
safe gun owners. What will going after us
really solve? Nothing! It will just make
all the anti-gun people feel good! So
please stop all the new laws and bans
from going thru. We do not need any
more. New Jersey has some of the strict-
est laws already. I waited four months
just to get my permit and I’m a safe gun
owner.

Trust me, a lot of mothers and fathers
and families we know have home protec-

tion guns. My wife knows a lot of moth-
ers from our son’s school who use a gun
for home protection. Why do you want to
take that away? If we listen to Vice-
President Biden and go out and buy a
double barrel (Elmer Fudd) style shotgun
for home protection trust me there would
be a lot more home invaders breaking in.
Those type of shotguns are so heavy and
bulky that no lady or wife I know would
be able to even lift it to shoot. Sorry but
Vice-President Biden does not know how
or should give advice at all! When he
made those comments on Facebook Town
Hall for Parenting magazine was totally
ridiculous. Telling all housewives in the
country if you think an intruder is break-
ing in to go outside with that double
barrel shotgun and fire both shots into the
air to scare him away! WHAT? That is
crazy and against the law to fire a weapon
into the air outside your home.

His wife has Secret Service, my wife
does not! So I think we, the safe legal gun
owners, know better how to protect our
home and children. Not Biden! So please
stop all these NEW laws and BANS. NO
more! Please! We are America and the
voters who give you power!

Mark Grabowski
Clark

Debate Over Gun Leg. Cannot Be
Resolved In Tone of Animosity

The national debate over gun laws that has emerged
in the wake of the Newtown, Conn. school tragedy
and similar recent incidents involving gun violence
has sparked passionate dialogue on both sides of the
issue, from Washington, D.C. to local grass-roots
organizations.

New Jersey Residents for Action, a community-
based group calling for tougher federal gun legisla-
tion, staged a protest last week outside the Westfield
office of Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) to
demand he support President Obama’s gun-legisla-
tion proposals. Also on hand were members of the
National Rifle Association, the New Jersey Second
Amendment Society and other gun-rights advo-
cates.

Not unexpectedly, emotions ran high among those
present at the event, with one member of New Jersey
Residents for Action heard exclaiming to members

of the gun-rights contingent, “Don’t Shoot Us!”
These types of remarks, albeit often uttered in the
heat of the moment, do not encourage unity or
progress in finding solutions to such a complex and
multi-faceted issue as this one.

Gun-rights advocates and those who seek stronger
gun legislation may differ in their perspectives but
both appear to seek the same goal: The protection of
law-abiding citizenry against gun violence, without
undermining the tenets of the U.S. Constitution.

As our lawmakers and we as citizens continue to
wrestle with the gun-control debate, as well as
mental-health care and other issues cast in the spot-
light since Newtown and other incidents of violence,
we call on people to work together respectfully in
support of efforts that will both honor the lives of
those lost and hopefully prevent such tragedies from
occurring in the future.

See more letters on page 5

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUN CONTROL...New Jersey Residents for Action, a community-based group calling for tougher federal gun legislation,
staged a protest last week outside the Westfield office of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) to demand he support President Barack
Obama’s gun-legislation proposals. Also on hand were members of the National Rifle Association, the New Jersey Second
Amendment Society and other gun-rights advocates.


