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N.J. Assembly OKs
Jessica Lunsford Act

TRENTON –  The General Assem-
bly has unanimously passed the Jes-
sica Lunsford Act which would in-
crease criminal penalties on those
who commit sex crimes against mi-
nors.

 The bill, A-2027, is sponsored by
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-
21, Summit) and would establish a
sentence of between 25 years and life
imprisonment for aggravated sexual
assault of a victim less than 13 years
old. The bill also would establish a
period of parole ineligibility of at
least 25 years for a person convicted
of aggravated sexual assault of a vic-
tim less than 13 years old.

The legislation was initially spon-
sored by the Assemblyman Eric
Muñoz in 2005 and has received com-
mittee approvals in prior legislative
sessions, but was never posted for a
vote in the General Assembly. After
Assemblyman Muñoz passed away
in March 2009, he was succeeded by
his wife, Nancy Muñoz, who has
been the primary sponsor of the leg-

islation ever since, including the cur-
rent bill.

“Pedophiles who prey on innocent
victims will now face stronger penal-
ties that will help protect the most
vulnerable in our society – our chil-
dren,” Asw. Muñoz said. “Robbing
our youth of their innocence has a
tremendous impact on their physical,
psychological and emotional state,
and takes a toll on their families and
loved ones as well. This kind of lar-
ceny must result in severe punish-
ment that sends a message of how
much we value young people and
that such detestable actions will not
be tolerated in New Jersey.

“My husband was intent on pass-
ing this important legislation and I
am proud to continue the effort,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “The support and perse-
verance of all the sponsors is testi-
mony to the importance of the Jessica
Lunsford Act.”

The legislation has 45 Assembly
sponsors. This bill is named after
Jessica Lunsford, who was a 9-year-
old Florida resident and was kid-
napped, raped, and murdered by a
registered sex offender, John Couey.
Couey received the death penalty in
August 2007, but died in federal
prison in September 2009.

Eric Muñoz introduced the origi-
nal bill after learning the details of
Jessica Lunsford’s death and he in-
vited her father, Mark Lunsford, to
New Jersey in 2005 to advocate for
the legislation. Asw. Muñoz met with
Mr. Lunsford in New Jersey in March
2011 and June 2012 to again speak
about his support for the Jessica
Lunsford Act.

Mr. Lunsford has been an ardent
supporter of the “Jessica Lunsford
Act” across the country and is
working with federal lawmakers
on a national “Jessica Lunsford
Act.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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NJEA Calls Legislation
‘First Step’ on Gun Violence

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA) this week said it sup-
ports “common-sense gun safety
measures designed to protect students
and school employees from gun vio-
lence, and to make all of our schools
and communities safer.”

NJEA Vice-President Wendell
Steinhauer said at a Statehouse press
conference that, “The legislation
passed by the [New Jersey] Assem-
bly last Thursday is a necessary first
step. It creates a school security task
force made up of people who work in
schools and law enforcement and
charges them to find ways to make
school buildings safer. That’s just
common sense. It creates weapon-
free zones around schools, day care
centers and other public places.

“That sends a strong message that
children must be shielded from the
threat of gun violence, and gives law
enforcement the ability to better pro-
tect them. That’s just common sense.
And this legislation puts our money
where our mouth is, by prohibiting
the State of New Jersey from invest-
ing pension assets in companies that
manufacture, import or sell assault
firearms for civilian use. That’s just
common sense if you want to begin to
stem the tide of assault weapons in
our communities.

“We urge the Senate to take quick
action on these bills, along with all
the others that passed the Assembly
last week. And we urge the Governor
show that he puts the interests of
children and safe communities ahead
of lobbyists for the gun industry by
signing them,” Mr. Steinhauer said.

NJPA Opposed to Exempting
Firearms Records From OPRA
The New Jersey Press Association

(NJPA) has opposed A-3788, legisla-
tion introduced on February 7 and heard
on February 14 by the Assembly Law
and Public Safety Committee and ap-
proved, 77-0,by the full Assembly on
February 21, that would exempt fire-
arms records from state’s Open Public
Records Law (OPRA) and abolish com-
mon law right of access to these records.

“NJPA’s Government Affairs Com-
mittee believes the bill indeed pre-
sents serious problems in that it. 1.,
Abolishes the common law right of
access to gun licenses, permits, etc.;
2., Establishes a dangerous prece-
dent for future exclusions, 3., Further
amends OPRA by providing, in Sec-
tion 1 of the bill, that a public agency
has a responsibility and an obligation
“to safeguard from public access in-

formation when disclosure thereof
would jeopardize personal or public
safety...” thereby creating a wholly
new, overbroad and vague exception,”
NJPA Executive Director George
White said.

Ex-Councilman Indicted for
Illegally Distributing OxyContin

Dr. Vincent A. Esposito, a medical
doctor and former councilman in
Madison, was indicted last week on
charges they conspired to illegally
distribute the highly addictive pain-
killer OxyContin to individuals who
allegedly received prescriptions from
the doctor without being treated or
examined, or who had no prescrip-
tions, state Attorney General Jeffrey
S. Chiesa said.

He was charged with second-de-
gree counts of conspiracy and distri-
bution of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, namely oxycodone, and faces
a maximum sentence of five to 10
years in state prison and a fine of up
to $150,000.

Dr. Esposito’s medical license was
suspended by the State Board of
Medical Examiners, and it remains
suspended indefinitely. He was ini-
tially lodged in the Morris County
jail, but he was freed after posting
$75,000 bail.

Dems Seek to Put Min. Wage
Increase Before N.J. Voters

New Assembly Assembly Demo-
crats issued a multimedia package
Friday in which they discussed their
legislation to put the fate of a mini-
mum wage increase in the hands of
New Jersey voters this November.
The measure, SCR-1, was initially
put forth as a proactive measure in
case Governor Christie decided to
veto legislation (A-2162) to increase
the minimum wage to $8.50 an hour.
The governor conditionally vetoed
that bill last month.

The resolution puts the question of
raising the minimum wage in New
Jersey before the voters via a referen-
dum placed on the November 2013
ballot for consideration. It is one of
several legislative measures being
pushed by Democrats in the Assembly
to spur job creation and jumpstart eco-
nomic recovery in the state, according
to the Assembly Majority Office.

JCP&L Seeks 4.5 Percent Rate
Hike As Result of Sandy

JCP&L is seeking a 4.5 percent rate
hike from the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) to pay for re-
covery costs following Superstorm
Sandy and other recent storns. The
increase will mean $50 annually for
the average ratepayer, nj.com reported.
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MARCH 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Closed March 29 for Good Friday and March 31 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for more programs & sign up info) 

3/1  1:30 pm TGIF! American Women of Achievement (video) 

3/4 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Monsieur Lazhar (French) 

3/5 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word-Using the Insert Tab 

3/5  2:00 pm Computer Class: Beginning Word 

3/6  7:00 pm  

3/7  7:00 pm Using your Strengths in the College Admissions Process 

3/8  1:30 pm TGIF! Mahalia Jackson (video) 

3/9  2:00 pm Writing a Personal Memoir by Louis Alexander  

3/11  6:30 pm Meet Your New iPad or iPhone by Dave Marra 

3/10  7:00 pm Great American Songbook sung by Carol Erickson 

3/15  1:30 pm TGIF! Louisa May Alcott (video) 

3/21  7:00 pm Reduce Stress & Prepare for Next Weather Emergency 

3/22  1:30 pm  

3/23  1:30 pm Computer Class: Intermediate Power Point 

3/27  7:00 pm  

3/1  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids (must know how to move pieces) 

3/12, 19, 26 10:30 am or 1:00 pm  

3/13, 20, 27 10:30 am  

3/14, 21, 28 10:30 am  

3/15 and 3/22 10:30 am  

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

E-Jet Limo LLC
732-680-9440

Corporate Travel Specialists

Night out on the Town

NYC        Atlantic City

www.E-JetLimo.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOP LEADERSHIP…The Union County Republican Committee (UCRC) held
its Lincoln Day Reception Thursday night in Mountainside. Pictured, from left
to right, are: UCRC Chairman Phil Morin of Cranford, Rahway GOP Vice-
Chairman Ronald Perry, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Governor Chris Christie’s
former chief of staff, Richard Bagger of Westfield, Union County Young Repub-
licans Chair Elizabeth Baamonde of Summit, Berkeley Heights Mayor Joseph
Bruno, Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21, Sum-
mit), and Summit GOP Chairwoman Lisa Allen.

1&9 Among Dangerous
Roads for Pedestrians
REGION — A new report from

Tri-State Transportation Campaign
has found that in the three years from
2009 to 2011, 440 pedestrians were
killed on roads in New Jersey.

The analysis found that arterial
roads are the most deadly for pedes-
trians, with almost 60 percent of pe-
destrian deaths in Connecticut, New
Jersey and downstate New York oc-
curring on this type of road. Six deaths
occurred on US 1&9 in Union County.

The analysis found that arterial
roads are the most deadly for pedes-
trians, with almost 60 percent of pe-
destrian deaths in Connecticut, New
Jersey and downstate New York oc-
curring on this type of road.

RVSA Looks to Resolve
Lawsuit, May Face More

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Last week’s meeting
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s Board of Commission-
ers saw their 2013 budget passed
without an increase in their operating
expense budget although several
member municipalities will see in-
creases to their assessments. The bud-
get now must undergo state review
before it can be finalized.

The RVSA is looking towards set-
tling their claims against some of the
companies involved in the construc-
tion of the cogeneration facility. Me-
diation is set for Tuesday, May 14
and Tuesday, June 4, and is to involve
PS&S (Paulus, Sokolowski and
Sartor) and CCMS (Consolidated
Construction Management Services
Corporation), and there is a possibil-
ity that other litigants may join in.

A proposed settlement of RVSA’s
portion of the NJDEP v. Occidental
Chemical et. al. case, often called the
Passaic River Litigation was an-
nounced. Details of the proposal were
not released, but based on details
written into the minutes, action is
required quickly by the authority.
The settlement was to have been dis-
cussed in executive session.

A notice of tort claim was received
from a law firm on behalf of the
Baymen’s Protective Association.
This claim was also received by eight
other sewerage authorities. In it, the
claim is made that failure of the au-
thorities’ facilities during Hurricane
Sandy resulted in the discharge of

sewerage and hazardous waste into
several areas bodies of water causing
closing of shellfish beds and thus,
injuring the group. Comments by
commissioners prior to moving dis-
cussion into closed session seemed
to indicate the belief that because
RVSA’s plant was treating sewage
throughout the emergency, there
should be no liability on their part.

Another comment seemed to say
that the state had closed the shellfish
beds prior to the storm hitting, and
may also have an impact on this liti-
gation, in the event it proceeds. It was
explained that this notice begins a
six-month waiting period before a
lawsuit may begin. Due to a new
certification received by Joanne
Grimes, RVSA increased the amount
of purchases that may be made with-
out board approval. Purchases of up
to $5,400 may be made following
three quotations, up from $3,900 and
aggregated purchases of up to
$36,000 may be made, up from
$26,000. Some modifications to the
wording of the resolution were made
during the meeting.

Several things occurred which rep-
resented the annual transition of
power within the RVSA board. Rene
Dierkes, the commissioner from
Mountainside, was elected chairman
for the coming year. Steven Greet,
Garwood’s commissioner, was
elected vice-chairman. Also,
Michael Furci attended his first gen-
eral meeting as Springfield’s com-
missioner. He replaces Stephen
Eisenberg.


