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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

James M. Foerst
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr held a fundraiser on Monday night at Darby Road Publick House and Restaurant  in Scotch Plains.
The event drew a large crowd of Democrats, including Barbara Buono, the Democratic candidate for governor; Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22), Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, Fanwood Councilman Kevin Boris and Tom Plante, as well as The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor, Paul Peyton.

Planning Board Attorney Diana
Dambulas reminded the board that the
purpose of the application was con-
fined to the subdivision of the property,
which she said conforms to the rede-
velopment plan. Beyond that, the de-
veloper, in order to implement further
plans at each step, would have to make
a new application to the board. This
condition was suggested by Mr.
Ferriero.

Many neighbors of the golf club, and
residents who live near Lamberts Mill
Road and Kirkview Circle in Westfield,
came forward to express their environ-
mental and safety concerns.

Richard Parry of Westfield asked,
“Where is the flood plain?” Mr.
Lanzafama responded, “It is on the
southwest side of Lamberts Mill
Road.”

Mark Pastir of Shackamaxon Drive
in Scotch Plains expressed concerns
about drainage and impervious ground
cover. Mr. Lanzafama said a new per-
vious asphalt has been approved by
the state.

Ms. Dambulas asked that notifica-
tion to neighboring residents be sent
during each step in the redevelop-
ment. Ms. Gonchar agreed to that
stipulation.

 “Lamberts Mill Road is very hard
to get out of in the morning. I really
don’t want to see this access road right
there,” Jennifer Lanza of Kirkview
Circle in Westfield said. “This just
makes things worse. Construction ve-
hicles would cause congestion. It
floods along Lamberts Mill Road,
[and] there are all dead trees there that
haven’t been cleaned up,” she added.

Frank Rossi of Dogwood Drive in
Scotch Plains said, “As for the minor
subdivision, I’m for it. This plan pre-
serves 130 acres of green space, the
65-and-over housing. It’s a win-win,
fully-developed community, a posi-
tive thing.”

Mr. Parry said, “Just remember,
Lamberts Mill Road is a raceway. The
speed limit has been reduced to 35
m.p.h., but everyone goes 55 m.p.h.
To get that speed down, you have to
put a traffic light there.”

The subdivision approval was
granted on the conditions that all future
plans and site plans be submitted to the
planning board for approval.
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Shackamaxon
create a plan duplicating that state
plan, “that plan would cost 2.5 per-
cent less than the current state plan.”

On another issue, Union repre-
sentatives for employees at Runnells
Specialized Hospital were critical
of a consultant’s report recommend-
ing the lease or sale of the facility to
a private nursing home operator.

According to a report by Com-
plete HealthCare Resources (CHR),
a consultant hired by the freehold-
ers, a lease to a nursing home op-
erator would result in annual lease
payments to the county in the range
of $1.4 to $2.1 million per year
while a sale could bring between
$22.4 and $25.8 million. County
officials have said the county is
subsidizing the facility at $17 mil-
lion per year.

Speaking on the Runnells report,
Barbara Egger, president of the
Health Professionals and Allied
Employees (HPAE) Local 5112,
representing 70 registered nurses at
Runnells, said the presentation by
CHR, “was entirely focused on cost-
saving measures without any pro-
posals for improving patient care
and the delivery of services to Union
County residents, nor did it pro-
pose how to maintain accountabil-
ity to taxpayers and protect the
rights of nurses and healthcare
workers.”

“Privatization of healthcare has
not proven to be the answer” to the
fiscal problems facing healthcare
facilities, Ms. Egger said.

“In fact, the reverse is true.
Privatization has more often de-
creased access and quality of
healthcare and created a decline in
working conditions, wages and re-
tirement security of the healthcare
worker, ” Ms. Egger said. She ques-
tioned the freeholders if they would
“commit to protecting the working
conditions and collective bargain-
ing rights of the workforce” as well
as healthcare for Union County resi-
dents.

She asked that before the free-
holders consider “the fate of
Runnells Specialized Hospital” that
the board question if a financial
assessment on the expansion of
Runnells’ psychiatric ward has been

conducted on both costs and rev-
enue as well as consider the ben-
efits of adding a geriatrics unit, an
acute geriatrics-psychiatric unit and
using a portion of Runnells as an
adult daycare center for county resi-
dents.

She asked if CHR would be ex-
cluded from bidding on the hospi-
tal since it served as consultant to
the county. Ms. Egger also asked
the freeholders to consider other
revenue sources to keep the facility
“open to the community.”

“Not everything is about money,”
she concluded.

Guy Lightsey, a 32-year Scotch
Plains resident, said, “What we need
is a solution to find jobs, not solu-
tions to find cuts in all the depart-
ments” resulting in job losses.

Maryellen Polizzano of Westfield,
a nurse at Runnells, said she “does
not believe avenues have been ex-
plored to utilize the facility to the
best (use) for the taxpayers of Union
County.” She said Runnells is home
to many long-term care patients.

Joanne Colucci-Turbett, presi-
dent of CWA Local 1080, repre-
senting social services workers, said
the union is “looking forward to a
very productive dialogue [with the
county] where we can…look at sav-
ing measures that will help both us,
our members and the taxpayers” as
the union prepares for contract talks
with the county.

In other business, the board also
approved a resolution for 2-percent
raises to the county’s constitutional
officers – Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and
Surrogate James LaCorte. Each will
receive a $2,800 increase retroac-
tive to January 1, 2013 to their cur-
rent salaries of $142,728. Free-
holder Sullivan said they had not
received a raise in five years.

The board also adopted an ordi-
nance to refinance $41 million in
bonded debt, a move that Finance
Director Bibi Taylor said would save
the county $400,000 in 2014.

Another ordinance was adopted
which raises fees at the Warinanco
Skating Center, Watchung Stables,
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter and Maskers Barn.
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Union County Freeholders

these issues,” he said.
The Congressman was in China

for a week earlier this month as
part of a delegation arranged by
the National Committee on United
States-China Relations, based in
New York City. The trip included
visits to Shanghai, Beijing and Hong
Kong. The delegation met with the
American business community in
all three cities as well as with diplo-
matic officials including U.S. Am-
bassador to China in Beijing, Gary
Locke, as well as Chinese officials.

“Obviously China is a rising power
in the world economically and mili-
tarily. And we have to be on guard
regarding that,” Mr. Lance said, not-
ing the nation has a population of
1.4 billion people.

The Congressman said he was
“particularly struck by the pollu-
tion” in Shanghai and Beijing. “I
was told it (china’s pollution) is like
smoking four cigarette packs a day,”
Mr. Lance said. “I developed a cough
known as the Beijing cough…. Cer-
tainly China has to do a better job
involving the environment.” He said
the delegation was told that China
builds a city the size of Philadelphia
every month and that there also is a
growing number of automobiles
among the Chinese.

Addressing the issue of cyber at-
tacks coming from China, Mr. Lance
said he is a co-sponsor of H.R. 624,
the Cyber Threat Intelligence Shar-
ing and Protection Act, aimed at
protecting the private sector against
international cyber attacks such as
those launched by China, Russia and
Iran.

Speaking on President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union speech,
he said he felt on domestic policy
“the rhetoric outmatched the perfor-
mance.”

“Moving forward, the principle
issue confronting this country is the
state of the economy,” Mr. Lance
said. He said greater certainty is
needed for businesses and that should
include not raising taxes, noting he
voted “not go off the fiscal cliff” by
maintaining current tax rates for 99.2
percent of Americans. Those mak-
ing $450,000 (couples) and
$400,000 (individuals) saw their

taxes increase.
He said federal spending cuts are

needed, saying the President has had
trillion-dollar deficits in each of his
four years in office compared to
President George W. Bush, whose
deficits were $400 to $500 billion
annually.

Mr. Lance said he likes the idea of
returning to federal tax rates of 15
and 28 percent as was implemented
in the mid 1980s under President
Ronald Reagan and House Speaker
Tip O’Neill. The marginal rate is
now 39.6 percent.

The Congressman also said he was
not sure who would pay for the
President’s call for all American
youngsters to be able to attend pre-
school. On the Fix It First proposal
to put Americans to work on some
70,000 deficient bridges and other
road projects nationwide, the Con-
gressman said the House of Repre-
sentatives “will have a say in that.”

Mr. Lance said he would like the
President to reconsider the Cana-
dian Keystone pipeline project, not-
ing it would bring jobs and would
help the United States become more
energy independent from the Middle
East. In addition, he said if the U.S.
does not allow the project, Canada
would likely look to Western na-
tions to complete the project, which
would help China.

On the issue of sequestration,
automatic federal budget cuts of
$1.2 trillion over the next 10 years
are to begin tomorrow, March 1,
including $85 billion this year out
of a federal budget of $3.7 trillion.
Mr. Lance said he “would prefer to
see budget cuts based upon each
line of the federal budget and not
across-the-board cuts.”

In response to the balance ap-
proach of budget cuts and revenue
increases sought by the President,
Mr. Lance said House Republicans
agreed to tax increases “in not go-
ing over the fiscal cliff. Now I
think it’s time to talk about spend-
ing cuts.”

If either or both houses of Con-
gress fails to pass a budget this
year, they would not get paid under
the “No budget, no pay” law signed
by the President, Mr. Lance said.
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Lance Interview

the offices are currently located.
Board member Betty Anne

Woerner voted against purchasing
the property saying, “I have reser-
vations about buying this property.
Terrill already has a lot of property.
While buying this property is a bar-
gain, I think the money could be
better spent.” She also stated, “Ev-
ery dollar in our district counts.”

Board member David Gorbunoff
and BOE Vice-President Nancy
Bauer were not present to vote.

In other business, board mem-
bers heard a budget presentation
given by Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki. According to her
report, the tax levy for 2013-2014
is estimated at $77,991,985. This
number includes $1,678,758 in debt
service for the district. Ms. Saridaki
stated that the tax levy would result
in a 2.11 percent tax increase for
Fanwood residents and 1.47 per-
cent tax increase for Scotch Plains
residents over last year.

Mrs. Saridaki said she assumed
that revenue from state aid for the
upcoming budget would remain at
the same level as the 2012-2013
budget at $2,751,204.

Also included in the report was
an increase in district employee
medical benefits of 15 percent as
well as an 8 percent increase in
dental premiums. In addition, she
noted that district utility appropria-
tions would increase by 6 percent.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that the
technology fund would remain at
its current level as well as supervi-
sor budgets. She did note, however,
that increases would be allotted for
staff development “where it was
determined to be necessary.”

It was noted that the next three
meetings in March would include
discussions on the budget in more
detail including state aid figures to
be announced today, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28.

The next BOE meeting will be
held on Wednesday, March 6, at
7:30 p.m. in the administration
building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. This
meeting will be a special budget
review meeting and the tentative
budget is expected to be approved.
On Thursday, March 14, at 7:30
p.m., the BOE will hold an open
agenda meeting and the public hear-
ing on the budget is scheduled for
Thursday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m.
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SP BOE

According to the men, the crash,
which occurred at 6:08 p.m., from
beginning to end lasted just sec-
onds. “I had the good sense to tuck,”
Mr. O’Connor, who was sitting shot-
gun in the four-seat plane, told The
Leader. A tree that impaled the plane
kept it from crashing to the ground.

Mr. Dombrowski sustained
scratches, most likely from tree
branches; Mr. O’Connor and Mr.
Oster were unhurt. The men exited
the plane, which was leaking fuel,
jumping into approximately four
feet of snow, and called 9-1-1, giv-
ing the operator their location based
on a GPS they had brought along.
The 9-1-1 dispatcher told the men
that based on their location, the
New York State Forest Rangers
would reach them within two hours.
Despite the temperature, which had
dipped to a frigid 5 degrees, the
group felt the two-hour rescue win-
dow would not be unbearable.

Two hours turned into four, how-
ever, and the cold was beginning to
take its toll on the group. Mr.
Dombrowski stated he lost feeling
in his hands and his feet from the
cold as his feet got wet and his
gloves could not immediately be
located. Mr. Oster said they had
two hand warmers but decided to
open only one, just in case rescue
efforts took longer than expected.
“We were getting cold. We knew
we would have to hunker down and
conserve heat,” Mr. Oster said.

As the forest rangers’ estimated
time of arrival was not known, the
men realized in order to survive the
cold they would need to build a
shelter, which they did using a cover
they retrieved from the plane. They
made seats out of their duffle bags
and huddled together to stay warm.

Jeff Desantis of Westfield was
waiting for the men in Lake Placid
when he got the call that their plane
had crashed. Familiar with the area,
he thought it was strange the forest
rangers were looking for the men

five miles south of Lake Placid when
in reality they were five miles north.
It soon became clear that the rang-
ers had been dispatched to the wrong
location. Mr. Dombrowski checked
the flight-tracking website,
flightaware.com, pinpointing the
exact location the plane was last
seen on radar, something 9-1-1 dis-
patch and the forest rangers had
failed to do.

“They were extremely profes-
sional,” Mr. Oster said about the
forest rangers. “One thing they did
was they took for granted they had
the right coordinates and went with
that.” Ranger Joseph LaPierre told
the men that the 9-1-1 dispatchers
use phone coordinates to locate vic-
tims on a longitude and latitude
map. Somehow the decimal was off
by one number, sending the rangers
to Nye Mountain, when in fact the
men were stranded on Big Burn.

After hiking three miles up rug-
ged terrain in four feet of snow to
the wrong location, the rangers had
to turn around and hike back down
the mountain, drive to the correct
location and hike back up the moun-
tain to where the men sat waiting.
At 2 a.m., 10 hours into their or-
deal, the forest rangers were finally
able to locate the men.

The group was given snowshoes
and, at approximately 3:30 a.m.,
they hiked the mile down the moun-
tain where EMTs were waiting. For-
tunately, the men were relatively
unscathed, although Mr.
Dombrowski did sustain several
deep scratches and bruising on the
left side of his body.

The FAA is investigating the cir-
cumstances surrounding the crash,
so Mr. Dombrowski was limited on
the information he could provide
regarding details leading up to the
accident. Mr. Desantis, however,
told The Leader that Matt Colby, a
firefighter with the Lake Placid Fire
Department, told him that the run-
way lights at the airport were tested

and were not working properly.
“Frank is a wonderful pilot,” Mr.

Desantis said. “It was a series of
circumstances that caused the prob-
lem.” The cause of a plane crash at
the same airport five years ago was
attributed to the same problem.

It was not until later that Mr.
Oster realized a text he had sent to
his family on Friday, February 22,
which stated, “It’s a miracle we got
out” was the second miracle that
occurred in Lake Placid on that day.
On Friday, February 22, 1980, the
United States Olympic hockey team
defeated the Soviet team for the
gold, later dubbed the “Miracle on
Ice.” Although not at the game, Mr.
Oster was in Lake Placid that day
celebrating the “miracle.”

The FAA retrieved the black box
from the plane and will remove the
wreckage from the tree most likely
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Three Local Men Survive Plane Crash
by helicopter, Mr. Dombrowski
said. The men are thankful to be
alive and for the most part have put
the incident behind them. As the
pilot, Mr. Dombrowski said he has
been going over and over the mo-
ments leading up to the crash, try-
ing to figure out what he could have
done differently, but grateful no one
was hurt.
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