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added to their proposal for that year.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who

chairs the board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee, said the county looks
at the SHBP as an option to private
insurance every year.

“The County of Union continues
to aggressively negotiate healthcare
concessions with our unions to save
money. We were the first – even
before the State of New Jersey – to
require our employees to pay more
toward their insurance,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

He said the county “can’t just
unilaterally pay more toward their
insurance,” noting that the county
negotiates with 22 unions. “Any
change in carrier or plan type must
be equal to or greater than the em-
ployees existing plan,” he said.

Mr. Sullivan said if one union
“refuses to make concessions in
their benefits” the county has to
hire a third-party administrator for
that union “to cover the gap in ben-
efits caused by moving to the state
plan.”

“To date, no union has agreed to
this concession,” Mr. Sullivan said,
adding that if county collective bar-
gaining units would let the county
create a plan duplicating that state
plan, “that plan would cost 2.5 per-
cent less than the current state plan.”

On another issue, Union repre-
sentatives for employees at Runnells
Specialized Hospital were critical
of a consultant’s report recommend-
ing the lease or sale of the facility to
a private nursing home operator.

According to a report by Com-
plete HealthCare Resources (CHR),
a consultant hired by the freehold-
ers, a lease to a nursing home op-
erator would result in annual lease
payments to the county in the range
of $1.4 to $2.1 million per year
while a sale could bring between
$22.4 and $25.8 million. County
officials have said the county is sub-
sidizing the facility at $17 million
per year.

Speaking on the Runnells report,
Barbara Egger, president of the
Health Professionals and Allied
Employees (HPAE) Local 5112, rep-
resenting 70 registered nurses at
Runnells, said the presentation by
CHR, “was entirely focused on cost-
saving measures without any pro-
posals for improving patient care
and the delivery of services to Union
County residents, nor did it propose
how to maintain accountability to
taxpayers and protect the rights of
nurses and healthcare workers.”

“Privatization of healthcare has
not proven to be the answer” to the
fiscal problems facing healthcare
facilities, Ms. Egger said. “In fact,
the reverse is true. Privatization has
more often decreased access and
quality of healthcare and created a

decline in working conditions,
wages and retirement security of
the healthcare worker.” She ques-
tioned the freeholders if they would
“commit to protecting the working
conditions and collective bargain-
ing rights of the workforce” as well
as healthcare for Union County resi-
dents.

She asked that before the free-
holders consider “the fate of
Runnells Specialized Hospital” that
the board question if a financial
assessment on the expansion of
Runnells’ psychiatric ward has been
conducted on both costs and rev-
enue as well as consider the ben-
efits of adding a geriatrics unit, an
acute geriatrics-psychiatric unit and
using a portion of Runnells as an
adult daycare center for county resi-
dents.

She asked if CHR would be ex-
cluded from bidding on the hospi-
tal since it served as consultant to
the county. Ms. Egger also asked
the freeholders to consider other
revenue sources to keep the facility
“open to the community.”

“Not everything is about money,”
she concluded.

Guy Lightsey, a 32-year Scotch
Plains resident, said, “What we need
is a solution to find jobs, not solu-
tions to find cuts in all the depart-
ments” resulting in job losses.

Maryellen Polizzano of Westfield,
a nurse at Runnells, said she “does
not believe avenues have been ex-
plored to utilize the facility to the
best (use) for the taxpayers of Union
County.” She said Runnells is home
to many long-term care patients.

Joanne Colucci-Turbett, presi-
dent of CWA Local 1080, repre-
senting social services workers, said
the union is “looking forward to a
very productive dialogue [with the
county] where we can…look at sav-
ing measures that will help both us,
our members and the taxpayers” as
the union prepares for contract talks
with the county.

In other business, the board also
approved a resolution for 2-percent
raises to the county’s constitutional
officers – Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Sur-
rogate James LaCorte. Each will re-
ceive a $2,800 increase retroactive to
January 1, 2013 to their current salaries
of $142,728. Freeholder Sullivan said
they had not received a raise in five
years.

The board also adopted an ordinance
to refinance $41 million in bonded
debt, a move that Finance Director Bibi
Taylor said would save the county
$400,000 in 2014.

Another ordinance was adopted
which raises fees at the Warinanco
Skating Center, Watchung Stables,
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter and Maskers Barn.
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are in place following recommenda-
tions by President George W. Bush’s
administration after the Virginia Tech
shootings in 2007. He said committee
members want to know how President
Obama’s proposals match those of
President Bush.

“I will be happy to look at all of these
issues,” he said.

The Congressman was in China for
a week earlier this month as part of a
delegation arranged by the National
Committee on United States-China
Relations, based in New York City. The
trip included visits to Shanghai, Beijing
and Hong Kong. The delegation met
with the American business commu-
nity in all three cities as well as with
diplomatic officials including U.S.
Ambassador to China in Beijing, Gary
Locke, as well as Chinese officials.

“Obviously China is a rising power
in the world economically and militar-
ily. And we have to be on guard regard-
ing that,” Mr. Lance said, noting the
nation has a population of 1.4 billion
people.

The Congressman said he was “par-
ticularly struck by the pollution” in
Shanghai and Beijing. “I was told it
(china’s pollution) is like smoking four
cigarette packs a day,” Mr. Lance said.
“I developed a cough known as the
Beijing cough…. Certainly China has
to do a better job involving the environ-
ment.” He said the delegation was told
that China builds a city the size of
Philadelphia every month and that there
also is a growing number of automo-
biles among the Chinese.

Addressing the issue of cyber at-
tacks coming from China, Mr. Lance
said he is a co-sponsor of H.R. 624, the
Cyber Threat Intelligence Sharing and
Protection Act, aimed at protecting the
private sector against international
cyber attacks such as those launched
by China, Russia and Iran.

Speaking on President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union speech, he
said he felt on domestic policy “the
rhetoric outmatched the performance.”

“Moving forward, the principle is-
sue confronting this country is the state
of the economy,” Mr. Lance said. He
said greater certainty is needed for busi-
nesses and that should include not rais-
ing taxes, noting he voted “not go off

the fiscal cliff” by maintaining current
tax rates for 99.2 percent of Americans.
Those making $450,000 (couples) and
$400,000 (individuals) saw their taxes
increase.

He said federal spending cuts are
needed, saying the President has had
trillion-dollar deficits in each of his
four years in office compared to Presi-
dent George W. Bush, whose deficits
were $400 to $500 billion annually.

Mr. Lance said he likes the idea of
returning to federal tax rates of 15 and
28 percent as was implemented in the
mid 1980s under President Ronald
Reagan and House Speaker Tip O’Neill.
The marginal rate is now 39.6 percent.

The Congressman also said he was
not sure who would pay for the
President’s call for all American young-
sters to be able to attend preschool. On
the Fix It First proposal to put Ameri-
cans to work on some 70,000 deficient
bridges and other road projects nation-
wide, the Congressman said the House
of Representatives “will have a say in
that.”

Mr. Lance said he would like the
President to reconsider the Canadian
Keystone pipeline project, noting it
would bring jobs and would help the
United States become more energy in-
dependent from the Middle East. In
addition, he said if the U.S. does not
allow the project, Canada would likely
look to Western nations to complete the
project, which would help China.

On the issue of sequestration, auto-
matic federal budget cuts of $1.2 tril-
lion over the next 10 years are to begin
tomorrow, March 1, including $85 bil-
lion this year out of a federal budget of
$3.7 trillion. Mr. Lance said he “would
prefer to see budget cuts based upon
each line of the federal budget and not
across-the-board cuts.”

In response to the balance approach
of budget cuts and revenue increases
sought by the President, Mr. Lance said
House Republicans agreed to tax in-
creases “in not going over the fiscal
cliff. Now I think it’s time to talk about
spending cuts.”

If either or both houses of Congress
fails to pass a budget this year, they
would not get paid under the “No bud-
get, no pay” law signed by the Presi-
dent, Mr. Lance said.
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RUBBING ELBOWS...Westfield Councilman David Haas rubs elbows with
Barbara Buono, the Democratic candidate for governor, on Monday night at a
fundraiser to support  Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr held at Darby Road Public
House & Restaurant in Scotch Plains.

dependent on how the borough re-
sponds to the needs of the entrepre-
neurs seeking to open businesses in
the area.

Mr. Martin, the owner and opera-
tor of a Garwood-based event plan-
ning business, has more than 30
years of business to business, sales
and customer service experience.
He has worked as a national sales
representative at The Star-Ledger
and as a sales manager for Local
Yellow Pages.

In other meeting news, Garwood
residents are facing a $95 tax in-
crease per assessed $100,000 in
property value per the proposed
2013 municipal budget, according
to Council President Sara Todisco,
who chairs the council’s finance
committee. More details about the
budget will be unveiled at
Thursday’s special meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi has been serv-
ing on the Finance Committee in
lieu of Mr. DeFilippo until his re-
placement is chosen.

Council members failed to pass a
resolution awarding the printing of
the borough newsletter to Advanced
Printing. The measure failed because,
with Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
absent due to the death of his grandfa-

ther, only four members were present
and the resolution received only two
votes, that of Ann Palmer and Bill
Nierstedt.

Mr. Mathieu said he voted no be-
cause, following a question from a
member of the public, he wanted coun-
cil members to reach out to the
Garwood Board of Education, which
publishes a newsletter, to inquire about
shared services.

The other council member, Ms.
Todisco, abstained because Advanced
was founded by her grandfather and
owned by her uncle, she said.

The issue will be revisited at the
next meeting in March after Ms.
Palmer reaches out to the Board of
Education.

Mayor Quattrocchi appointed six
people to a parks and recreation rules
and rates drafting committee, select-
ing council members Mr. Petruzzelli
and Ms. Palmer, Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Jack Sullivan, resi-
dents Richard King and Dana Parkhill
and Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma.

Ms. Todisco, reading from Mr.
Petruzzelli’s report, told the council
that the Athletic Field Complex con-
struction was four weeks behind sched-
ule due to weather-related delays.
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DWC Honors Lee Hale;
Releases 2013 Calendar

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held its
monthly board of directors meeting
Monday evening to discuss its continu-
ing efforts to improve and promote the
downtown area of Westfield, known as
the Special Improvement District (SID).

DWC Chairman Dominick Verdic
began the meeting by leading the as-
sembled in a moment of silence for
recently deceased Lee Hale, a long-
time Westfield resident who served as
the DWC’s treasurer.

“He is sorely missed here at the
DWC,” stated DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin. “He was here often
and on just about every piece of paper
on my desk that I touch has his writing
is on it. He was very active and en-
gaged. It is a huge loss for us.”

The Board of Directors first con-
ducted its annual reorganization meet-
ing, voting to maintain Mr. Verdic as
chairman, Alan DeRose as vice-chair-
man and Lisa Bertone-Marvin as secre-
tary. The position of treasurer will be
vacant until a replacement for Mr. Hale
is identified.

The board next released the tentative
schedule for DWC events for 2013.

Girls Night Out, a biannual shopping
and dining event, is scheduled for
Thursday April 18, and Thursday Oc-
tober 17, from 5 to 9 p.m. Ms. Cronin
stated that 300 participants have al-
ready registered for the April event.

The 17th annual Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival will be held
Tuesday nights from July 2 to August
27 from 7 to 9 p.m.

The summer sidewalk sale and cus-
tomer appreciation days will be held
from July 11 - 14.

The 12th annual Downtown 5K Run
and Pizza Extravaganza will be held on
Wednesday, July 24, at 7 p.m. Ms. Cronin
again indicated that the event is “so popu-

lar” that participants are already register-
ing for the run.

Restaurant Week will be held from
Sunday, September 29 until Thursday,
October 10. Participating restaurants of-
fer prix fixe menu options at a discounted
rate.

The Trick or Treat Downtown and
Costume Contest will be held Monday,
October 28, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with
the Optimist Club of Westfield Hallow-
een parade scheduled to begin on that
date at 3:30 p.m.

The Welcome Home to Westfield event
begins with photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus from Friday, November 29 to Sun-
day, December 1 at the Lord & Taylor
Department Store.

The annual tree lighting ceremony is
scheduled for Sunday, December 1, at
5:30 p.m.

In the past, the DWC sponsored sev-
eral music groups who entertain resi-
dents around town on Thursday evenings
and Saturday afternoons. No schedule
has been released for those performances
yet.

 The board also approved several grants
for businesses in the SID that have im-
proved their properties. The DWC regu-
larly provides grants to new businesses
for signage and other exterior work and
also to established businesses that up-
grade signage and otherwise improve
their exterior facade in an effort to offset
some of the costs involved.

Get in Shape for Women, Kidsville,
Let’s Yo, Patricia and Paul’s, Rug Gal-
lery and Flooring, Spring Cleaners and
Wysteria all will be receiving grants for
improvements made to their respective
businesses.

The DWC’s next Board of Directors
meeting, open to the public, is scheduled
for Monday, March 25, at 7:30 p.m. The
DWC office is located at 105 Elm Street.
For more information on these topics and
other events in town, visit
WestfieldToday.com.

BOE Hears Presentation on
Tech. Upgrades at Schools

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its regu-
lar monthly meeting Tuesday night, the
Mountainside Board of Education (BOE)
provided a detailed presentation on the
district’s efforts to upgrade technology at
both the Deerfield and Beechwood
Schools.

Kimberly Richards, principal of
Deerfield School; Cathy Cirrotti, sev-
enth grade science teacher at Deerfield;
Jessica Goldstein, technology integra-
tion teacher at Deerfield; Nancy Kinney,
third grade teacher at Beechwood, and
Lois Kraus, sixth grade science teacher at
Deerfield, delivered a presentation on the
technological improvements imple-
mented thus far and demonstrated some
of the equipment for the public.

 “We’re pretty excited about the tech-
nology initiative that’s been part of our
growth in Beechwood and Deerfield,”
Ms. Richards stated. “The teachers have
jumped right in with two feet to really
learn about as much technology as they
can.”

The costs of the upgrades were signifi-
cant and funds were provided by a variety
of sources. The BOE has allocated
$17,000 to the initiative from the 2013-
2014 budget. Several local organizations
also contributed monetarily to this en-
deavor.

The Parent Teacher Association (PTA),
the Mountainside Education Foundation,
the Watts Foundation and the Rotary
Club of Mountainside contributed a total
$50,000 toward technology improve-
ments in the district.

“We want to say thank you to the
Board of Ed, thank you to the PTA, thank
you to the Watts Foundation among many
others folks who have worked really hard
to move us along with technology,” Ms.
Richards stated.

Ms. Cirrotti stated the funds provided
60 refurbished laptops and 20 refurbished
desktops for use in the classroom as well
as six digital microscopes.

The teachers were also supplied with
ipads to assist with course studies and
lesson plans.

The students learn lessons and take a
variety of tests online and have been

given assignments to complete at home.
The students are also learning to make
videos relating to their studies
( y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = -
XM5bB2eLLQ), create powerpoint pre-
sentations and to blog.

The board questioned the teachers re-
garding recommendations for future
needs for the district. “We have lots and
lots of opinions on that,” replied Ms.
Richards.

The teachers’ “wish list” included LCD
(liquid crystal display) projectors in ev-
ery classroom, document cameras, inter-
active whiteboards and the like. They
also recommended an increase in band-
width for both schools and upgrades to
the schools’ electrical systems in order to
be able to support new technology ad-
equately.

The staff also plan to visit neighboring
districts specifically to view what tech-
nological advances those districts are
implementing in their schools.

“This has been a really great year for
technology in our district,” Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky stated.
“We’ve made leaps and bounds, but we
still have a long way to go.”

In other news, Christopher Minks,
chairman of the BOE’s Personnel/Nego-
tiations Committee, provided an update
on contract negotiations with the mem-
bers of the Mountainside Education As-
sociation (MEA).

“On the 13th (of March), we’re going
to have our first meeting to exchange
proposals with the MEA. We had a ‘meet
and greet’ recently with members of the
MEA negotiating team which was very
productive, very pleasant, and we met
their new NJEA (New Jersey Education
Association) representative and we look
forward to hopefully a productive nego-
tiation session and a quick resolution of
the next three-year contract,” Mr. Minks
said.

The current contract expires at the end
of the school year in June.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, March
5, at 7:30 p.m. at the Beechwood School’s
Susan O. Collier Media Center. The meet-
ing will feature a presentation on the
budget for the 2013-2014 school year.

this year. The public hearing and
vote on the ordinance will be on
March 26.

Mayor Hannen said the township
legal department would look into
concerns raised at Tuesday’s meet-
ing and earlier by several residents
regarding whether the legal firms
representing the township in the
Birchwood development and 555
South Avenue disputes may have
conflicts of interest preventing them
from fairly representing Cranford.
Commissioner Lisa Adubato cau-
tioned residents against making such
accusations publicly before the town-
ship has the chance to investigate.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell
used the discussion to again voice his
opposition to the proposed Birchwood
Avenue development that calls for up
to 360 new housing units in what local
officials say is a flood zone.

At the start of the 35-minute meet-
ing, Mayor Hannen issued a procla-
mation declaring Youth Art Month in
Cranford.
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open only one, just in case rescue
efforts took longer than expected.
“We were getting cold. We knew
we would have to hunker down and
conserve heat,” Mr. Oster said.

As the forest rangers’ estimated
time of arrival was not known, the
men realized in order to survive the
cold they would need to build a
shelter, which they did using a cover
they retrieved from the plane. They
made seats out of their duffle bags
and huddled together to stay warm.

Jeff Desantis of Westfield was wait-
ing for the men in Lake Placid when
he got the call that their plane had
crashed. Familiar with the area, he
thought it was strange the forest rang-
ers were looking for the men five
miles south of Lake Placid when in
reality they were five miles north. It
soon became clear that the rangers
had been dispatched to the wrong
location. Mr. Dombrowski checked
the flight-tracking website,
flightaware.com, pinpointing the ex-
act location the plane was last seen on
radar, something 9-1-1 dispatch and
the forest rangers had failed to do.

“They were extremely profes-
sional,” Mr. Oster said about the for-
est rangers. “One thing they did was
they took for granted they had the
right coordinates and went with
that.” Ranger Joseph LaPierre told
the men that the 9-1-1 dispatchers
use phone coordinates to locate vic-
tims on a longitude and latitude
map. Somehow the decimal was off
by one number, sending the rangers
to Nye Mountain, when in fact the
men were stranded on Big Burn.

After hiking three miles up rug-
ged terrain in four feet of snow to
the wrong location, the rangers had
to turn around and hike back down
the mountain, drive to the correct
location and hike back up the moun-
tain to where the men sat waiting.
At 2 a.m., 10 hours into their or-
deal, the forest rangers were finally
able to locate the men.

The group was given snowshoes
and, at approximately 3:30 a.m.,
they hiked the mile down the moun-
tain where EMTs were waiting. For-
tunately, the men were relatively
unscathed, although Mr.
Dombrowski did sustain several
deep scratches and bruising on the
left side of his body.

The FAA is investigating the cir-
cumstances surrounding the crash,
so Mr. Dombrowski was limited on
the information he could provide
regarding details leading up to the
accident. Mr. Desantis, however,
told The Leader that Matt Colby, a

firefighter with the Lake Placid Fire
Department, told him that the run-
way lights at the airport were tested
and were not working properly.

“Frank is a wonderful pilot,” Mr.
Desantis said. “It was a series of
circumstances that caused the prob-
lem.” The cause of a plane crash at
the same airport five years ago was
attributed to the same problem.

It was not until later that Mr.
Oster realized a text he had sent to
his family on Friday, February 22,
which stated, “It’s a miracle we got
out” was the second miracle that
occurred in Lake Placid on that day.
On Friday, February 22, 1980, the
United States Olympic hockey team
defeated the Soviet team for the
gold, later dubbed the “Miracle on
Ice.” Although not at the game, Mr.
Oster was in Lake Placid that day
celebrating the “miracle.”

The FAA retrieved the black box
from the plane and will remove the
wreckage from the tree most likely
by helicopter, Mr. Dombrowski
said. The men are thankful to be
alive and for the most part have put
the incident behind them. As the
pilot, Mr. Dombrowski said he has
been going over and over the mo-
ments leading up to the crash, try-
ing to figure out what he could have
done differently, but grateful no one
was hurt.
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