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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FUN FOR A CAUSE…Gary Whyte gets a little help from cheerleaders from Governor Livingston High School at the
Comedy Night fundraiser for Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (F.O.P.) held at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside on Saturday night.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TALKING POLITICS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), right, spoke about his recent
trip to China, gun laws, the federal budget and the looming sequestration process
during an interview with The Westfield Leader editor Paul Peyton on Friday.

Freeholders Questioned
Over Health Plans, Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — A Union County orga-
nized labor representative last year said
the county would save millions of dol-
lars a year by utilizing the New Jersey
State Health Benefits Plan instead of
Horizon for its group insurance plan. A
county freeholder disputed those claims,
saying the county’s three dozen unions
have not agreed to concessions that
would be necessary for the state plan.

Jeff Robinson of Rahway, legislative
political director for CWA Local 1080,
which represents county social services
workers, said the county switched health
insurance coverage from Cigna to Ho-
rizon last year.

“This is a $58-million deal. Big
money,” he said.

He said CWA officials looked at docu-

ments on costs between the county
contract with Horizon versus the state
plan and determined Union County
would have saved $5.8 million had it
gone with the state benefits plan. He
said the plans were “pretty much equal”
aside from the brokerage fee paid to
Brown & Brown, the county’s insur-
ance broker, which CWA has estimated
was paid $800,000 out of the insurance
premium from Horizon.

“Basically your broker manipulated
the numbers. He basically made it look,
using the numbers [and] shifting around
millions of dollars…like Horizon was

the cheaper plan when actually the
State Health Benefits Plan was the much
cheaper plan,” Mr. Robinson said.

John Bury of Kenilworth said in
comparing the SHBP and Horizon plans
he noticed a $7.2-million “run-off cost
that was only added to the SHBP and
not the other one, which made it [Hori-
zon] look good and the Brown & Brown
proposal look good.”

In response, Tony Tavaras of Brown
& Brown said Horizon provided the
county with two months of no premi-
ums in 2012 and, thus, the cost was not
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Lance Discusses Gun Issue,
Sequestration and Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) spoke about his recent
trip to China, gun laws, the federal
budget and the looming sequestration
process during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Friday.

On the issue of gun control, the
Congressman said, “My position is
that we need a comprehensive study of
our laws and the end result should be to
keep guns out of the hands of criminals
and of the mentally ill.” He also sup-
ports “potentially closing the gun show
loophole and tightening the background
process.”

“I also believe there should be an
analysis of the entertainment culture in
Hollywood and video game makers,
both of whom tend to desensitize gun
violence,” Mr. Lance said. The Con-
gressman serves on the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, which will
take the lead on examining mental
health issues as they relate to gun con-
trol/violence. He expects those hear-
ings to begin in several months.

Todd Mitchell, Mr. Lance’s chief of
staff, said a bipartisan letter was sent by
some committee members to the De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices asking officials what regulations
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MUTUAL AID...A fire engulfs a Garwood home last Friday night as firefighters
from several surrounding towns aid the Garwood Fire Department in getting it
under control.

Westfield Schools
Receive Bids on Roofs
WESTFIELD — On February 21, the

Westfield Public School District began
the bidding process for roof replacements
on Westfield High School, Roosevelt
Intermediate School and Washington
Elementary School. Contractors’ bids,
which will be opened on March 26, will
represent specified work to take place
during the summer of 2013.

District architects have determined that
Westfield High School, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and Washington Elemen-
tary School are in most need of immedi-
ate roof replacement and repairs. The
remainder of the District’s school build-
ings will undergo roof work in the sum-
mer of 2014.

“Our goal is to have construction oc-
cur in the summer, when students are not
in school,” explained Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan. “The timing of
the December 2012 bond makes it pos-
sible for a maximum of three of our
schools to be worked on this summer.
The High School project is particularly
large and the need imminent.”

“I am grateful for the public’s approval
of our bond and will provide updates of
the progress of the work as it develops,”
added Dr. Dolan.

 Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SURVIVORS...Three Westfield men survived a plane crash that occured five
miles north of Lake Placid, N.Y. on February 22. Pictured, left to right, are:
Michael Oster, Jeff O’Connor and pilot, Frank Dombrowski.

GW Fails to Act to Fill
Borough Council Vacancy

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members on Tuesday chose not to dis-
cuss or publicly introduce the candi-
dates for the seat left vacant by Victor
DeFilippo’s resignation earlier this
month.

Despite the subject of the nomina-
tions being listed on the published
agenda, none of the council members
responded to Mayor Pat Quattrocchi’s
request for a motion on the issue.

The Garwood Republican Commit-
tee submitted former borough council
candidates Steve Blaufeder, Michael
Martin and Carol Kearney last week.
Ms. Kearney and Mr. Blaufeder ran in
2011. Mr. Martin ran in 2012.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said dur-
ing the regular council meeting that he
had discussed the nominees with other
members of the board, and it was his
impression that nobody was prepared
to address the issue Tuesday. The coun-
cil has one more scheduled meeting
before the appointment has to be made.

Mr. DeFilippo, a Republican, re-
signed from the council two weeks
ago, citing a reference to his job. He
was elected in 2010 to a three-year

term, which was set to expire in De-
cember.

Mr. Mathieu, now the lone Republi-
can on the council, said he was not part
of the discussion or the selection of the
nominees.

“They kept me totally out of the
process,” Mr. Mathieu said. “They
banned me from the party. There are
various reasons, what it comes down to
I’m a conservative in addition to being
a Republican. They’re Republicans.”

Ms. Kearney is the owner of Unique
Cruise and Travel in Garwood. She
worked as a real estate agent for 20
years and was a legal assistant in de-
fense litigation and real estate law. She
campaigned on matters relating to at-
tracting new business to the borough
and ensuring seniors have place for
meetings and events.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and manages
TT Cycles, a custom motorcycle im-
port/export business in Berkeley
Heights. During his campaign, he prom-
ised to improve communication be-
tween borough hall and local business
owners. He said at the time that plans
for successful redevelopment on the
North and South Avenue corridors are
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CF Sewer Bills to Be Late
Due to Computer Glitch

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The mailing of
the annual sewer bills in Cranford
will be delayed until after March 1
due to some ongoing problems with
a new computer system, it was an-
nounced this week. At the township
committee’s regular meeting on Tues-
day, Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said the final fee structure for sewer
usage was yet to be resolved due to

what he called “technical issues” re-
garding matching addresses with
water company records.

With the issuance of bills being
delayed past March 1, Mr. Kalnins
said the deadline for payment would
also be extended. The committee was
set to introduce an ordinance setting
this year’s rates but it was withdrawn
in light of the computer difficulties.

Commissioner Kalnins said the
municipal budget process was under
way, with a final meeting with de-
partment heads set for last night.
Township committee members were
expected to receive the annual finan-
cial statement this week as well. He
said residents’ input on the budget —
whether questions about the budget
or cost-saving suggestions — were
welcomed. Earlier this week, the com-
mittee discussed the police and fire
departments’ proposed budgets. The
police department is requesting a
$439,000 increase in spending this
year for a total budget of $6.1 million
while the fire department is seeking a
$143,000 boost in its budget to $2.77
million.

The committee introduced a
$68,000 bond ordinance to acquire
new computers for the municipal
administrative offices in what Mayor
Thomas Hannen said would “pro-
vide better customer service” to resi-
dents. Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley noted that many of the com-
puters are “10 and 11 years old” and
said the upgrades will “enhance pro-
ductivity and efficiency.” Commis-
sioner Kalnins called the expendi-
ture “one of our top capital projects”
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Three Local Men Survive
Lake Placid Plane Crash

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. — Three
Westfield men were counting their
blessings and joking about how
many of their “nine lives” they had
used up on Tuesday night as they
recounted a series of unfortunate
events that would leave them shiv-
ering in single-digit temperatures,
but virtually unscathed, after the
plane they were traveling in crashed
five miles north of Lake Placid,
N.Y. Pilot Frank Dombrowski,
along with Jeff O’Connor and
Michael Oster, met with The
Westfield Leader to explain what
happened, and how common sense
kept them alive during their 10-

hour ordeal.
The trio had left Somerset Air-

port in Bedminster late Thursday
afternoon in the single-engine, 260-
horsepower Vans RV 10 kit plane
Mr. Dombrowski completed in
2009, heading to Lake Placid for a
weekend of skiing. The approxi-
mately one-and-a-half-hour flight
was uneventful until numerous at-
tempts failed to activate the pilot-
controlled lights on the 4,000-foot
landing strip at the Lake Placid air-
port. After several attempts, Mr.
Dombrowski, who has been flying
for 28 years, attempted to circle the
plane around when moments later,
engulfed in darkness, the landing
gear of the plane clipped the branch

of a tree. After striking the tree, the
plane, which was traveling at 80
knots, was turned 90 degrees and
the nose tipped toward the ground.

“We approached the airport, we
were below a cloud deck, there was
about a 2,000-foot ceiling. The way
you turn on the lights at the airport
is you tune in to their frequency and
click your mic five times and the
medium intensity lights are sup-
posed to light up the runway,” Mr.
Dombrowski said. “We did that.
The lights didn’t come on. I did it
again and they didn’t come on. I
decided to fly on the left side in
case the lights came on I could
swing around and circle the land. I
was set up to exit the area, I saw
trees and I pulled up and one of
them [trees] got a wheel.”

According to the men, the crash,
which occurred at 6:08 p.m., from
beginning to end lasted just sec-
onds. “I had the good sense to tuck,”
Mr. O’Connor, who was sitting shot-
gun in the four-seat plane, told The
Leader. A tree that impaled the plane
kept it from crashing to the ground.

Mr. Dombrowski sustained
scratches, most likely from tree
branches; Mr. O’Connor and Mr.
Oster were unhurt. The men exited
the plane, which was leaking fuel,
jumping into approximately four
feet of snow, and called 9-1-1, giv-
ing the operator their location based
on a GPS they had brought along.
The 9-1-1 dispatcher told the men
that based on their location, the
New York State Forest Rangers
would reach them within two hours.
Despite the temperature, which had
dipped to a frigid 5 degrees, the
group felt the two-hour rescue win-
dow would not be unbearable.

Two hours turned into four, how-
ever, and the cold was beginning to
take its toll on the group. Mr.
Dombrowski stated he lost feeling
in his hands and his feet from the
cold as his feet got wet and his
gloves could not immediately be
located. Mr. Oster said they had
two hand warmers but decided to
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