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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Third seeded Governor
Livingston got the drop very
early and successfully threw the
second seeded Cranford High
School basketball girls off their
game to roll to a 36-27 victory
in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament at
Rahway High School on Febru-
ary 18.

The 19-4 Highlanders, with
the presence of Erin Ferguson
and Mallory George under the
boards, had a strong influence
on turning the 16-8 Cougars’
shooting game to ice. In the
meantime, George scored four
points and Ferguson rolled in
two, while teammate Alisa
Cranston banged a 3-pointer to
give the Highlanders a 9-2 lead
before a timeout was called with
4:02 left in the first quarter.

The two rivals have played
twice before, and the Cougars
had the upper hand, but both
games were low scoring, so that
9-2 deficit added another prob-
lem to the equation, the need to
play catch-up.

Cougar seniors Jess McCoy and

Kaitlin McGovern (3 steals, 2
blocks, tipped pass), who fin-
ished with six points, began driv-
ing to the basket, but the High-
landers won the first quarter,
11-6. The very closely guarded
McCoy could not find daylight
and neither could her team-
mates against a tenacious de-
fense in the second quarter that
the Highlanders won, 9-2, to
command a 20-8 lead at the
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HEMMED IN BY HIGHLANDERS…Senior forward Jess McCoy, No. 20, has no opening in the Union County
Tournament semifinal game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Rahway on February 18.

half. McCoy was held to just two
points but had more success in
the second half to finish with 12
points to go with her six re-
bounds, three steals, blocked
shot and an assist.

“Our outside shots have been
a little bit shaky and we have

been working on getting the
ball inside. We really didn’t do
that much in the first half. Sec-
ond half we did better,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The urgency of a catch-up
game, that caused the Cougars
to yield numerous turnovers in
the first half, waned quite a bit
in the second half and at one
point in the third quarter they
cut the Highlanders’ lead to five

McCOY SCORES 12 POINTS (8 IN FOURTH QUARTER), MAUCIONE NETS 7 POINTS, GOELLER 6

Governor Livingston Lady Highlanders Get the Jump
On Cranford Cougar Girls in UCT Semifinal Round, 36-27

points, 22-17. Unfortunately for
the Cougars, Cranston sank a
free throw then nailed a 3-
pointer at the buzzer to stretch
the lead to nine points. Cougar
Carly Maucione (4 rebounds,
blocked shot) hit five of her
seven points in the quarter.

“We did a much better job the
second half, but at that point
when you are down a lot, it’s
hard against a good team to
bounce back so much,” Coach
Dyer said.

Foul trouble played a major
role also. Goeller, who finished
with two points and three as-
sists, drew her fourth foul in the
third quarter then McCoy and
McGovern drew their fourth fouls
in the fourth quarter.

“We got into foul trouble and I
think our girls were afraid they
were going to get called for a
foul, but we fought to the end.
We didn’t stop trying. They are
a very good team, and it’s hard
to beat a team three times,”
Coach Dyer said.
Gov. Livingston 11   9   6 10 36
Cranford   6   2   9 10 27
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