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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Synchronization was well in
tact for the sixth-seeded
Plainfield High School Cardinals
boys basketball team, but it was
virtually non existent for the
14th-seeded Cranford Cougars
in their 56-33 loss in the second
round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Rahway High School
on February 13.

With the exception of senior
forward Stefan Fedorchak’s lay-
up after junior guard Tommy
Trotter’s assist at the beginning
of the game, the Cougars were
shaky in the first quarter and
even more out of sync in the
second quarter and never recov-
ered for the remainder of the
game.

“We didn’t hit shots in the first
half. We thought we could
weather the storm. That’s what
our coach tells us to do. We just
couldn’t hit shots today. Some-
times they go in. Sometimes they
don’t. We got stopped in the
second half. We couldn’t convert

on offense, and it killed us,” Cou-
gar senior center Reggie Green
said.

Green was guarded closely by
Cardinal big men Denzel Chris-
tian and Ahmad Baker, and along

with Wade Brown and Donzel
Johnson controlled the boards
on both sides of the court. The
Cardinals were also disrupting
nearly every play the Cougars
attempted to set up with their

quick hands, which led to turn-
overs and fast-break lay-ups.

“They are pretty athletic. They
have big kids. They are hard to

FEDORCHAK BUCKETS 10 POINTS; TROTTER SCORES 7 POINTS, GREEN PUTS IN 6 POINTS

Cardinal Boys Soar, Ground Cougars in UCT Hoops, 56-33
box out. It was hard to hit shots
when we were not getting any-
thing. When we are not getting
anything, we can’t hit shots,”
Green said.

The Cougars have been known

for their ability to bang six-to-
eight 3-pointers a game but not
this time. Senior guard Chris Wills
(3 rebounds, 3 assists, steal) hit
the Cougars’ first 3-pointer in
the third quarter, while Trotter
and Matt Smith each hit one in

the fourth quarter. Trotter hit all
seven of his points in the fourth
quarter and finished with three
assists and six rebounds.

Fedorchak (3 rebounds, blocked
shot, assist), who led the team
with 10 points, sank six of the
Cougars’ 10 first-quarter points
and Green, who finished with seven
rebounds and a steal, rolled in the
other four. Johnson scored seven
of his 14 points in the quarter.

The Cardinals went on a thiev-
ing spree and won the second
quarter, 18-6, to take a 30-16
lead at the half. Baker bucketed
eight of his 11 points in the quar-
ter, while Brown hit five points.
Fedorchak, Green and junior John
Oblachinski each hit for two points.

The Cardinals stretched their lead
to 45-23 by the end of the third
quarter and the thefts and domi-
nance under the boards were ap-
parent. Oblachinski and Fedorchak
each sank a 2-pointer and Wills
nailed his 3-pointer. Johnson
scored six points and Brown added
five more points. Trotter scored
the first seven of the Cougars’
points in the final quarter and
Smith hit the other three.
Cranford 10   6   7 10 33
Plainfield 12 18 15 11 56
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS’ LEADING SCORER…Senior forward Stefan Fedorchak, No. 22, led the Cougars with 10 points in the
Union County Tournament game against Plainfield in Rahway on February 13.
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