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Alliance Repertory Theater’s Dream
Of the Burning Boy Ignites Stage

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON - A title of a play can
intrigue, invite or repel the audi-
ence. With The Dream of the Burn-
ing Boy, the David West Read play
that the Alliance Repertory Theater
presents through this coming week-
end, it confuses. Blame Sigmund
Freud for the ugly reference: a teen-
age boy appears in a dream scene
that refers to the play’s title, an
allusion to a Freudian case study.
Thank playwright Read for a lov-
ing, thoughtful work brought to life
by a talented cast of characters.

The play opens with an after
school conference between English
teacher Larry (Jeff Maschi) and stu-
dent, Dane (Sebastian Madrigal),
over a grade the boy considers un-
fair. Dane quickly leaves the room
only to drop dead of a brain aneu-
rysm. In the play, six characters all
respond differently to the sudden
death of Dane.

The school counselor, Steve
(Ryan Correll), is new as a staff
member at this school, his alma

mater. He tries to convince his own
former English teacher, Larry, that
opening up to grief and talking about
it will help to heal the hurt, but
Larry seemingly shuts down.

Dane’s girlfriend, Chelsea
(Rachel Brown), is stunned by the
death and copes with it by spending
her time updating a Facebook page,
sending tweets and trying to act
like what she thinks people expect
of her. Likewise, Dane’s best friend
Kyle (Jason Gillis) finds himself at
a loss as to know what to do. He
listlessly hangs around Chelsea and
one gets the feeling that they have
recently spent intimate time to-
gether consoling each other.

Rachel (Anna McCabe), Dane’s
older sister, is sarcastic and angry
about the hypocritical outpouring
of sympathy she detects from class-
mates and teachers. Ironically, the
majority of students take advantage
of the school’s bereavement policy
and stay home, while the three stu-
dents who are genuinely grief
stricken show up for class. Rachel
purposely hides her grief by dress-

ing in sweatpants and sweatshirt to
appear casual. Later, when she sheds
those clothes, she reveals masked
issues.

The relationship between Chelsea
and Rachel is beautifully portrayed
by Ms. Brown and Ms. McCabe.
Their credible reactions are due to
their innate talent and careful pac-
ing and direction by David Christo-
pher. Ms. McCabe’s Rachel never
becomes the stereotype of a mean
girl despite the requisite rolling of
the eyes and the characteristic bored
stance. Rachel grows and develops.

The dead teen’s mother, Andrea
(Judi Laganga), comes to the school
to meet Dane’s English teacher. She
wants closure with him since her
son’s last words were to him. Ms.
Laganga only makes a one-scene
appearance, but in those moments
there is tension, drama and raw emo-
tion that come from artful pairing of
two veteran actors who connect on
multiple levels. Ms. Laganga is flaw-
less in her depleted energy and de-
livery that signals defeat. When she
asks Larry (who is gluing the sole of
her boot) why he is still holding onto
her foot, the imagery of his holding
her very soul is evident. As decade-
long secrets are revealed, some of
the most poignant moments of the
play are captured by Mr. Maschi and
Ms. Laganga.

Whichever approach one takes to
dealing with death, it is always a
personal journey. Maybe the sopho-
moric signs printed on posters by
the guidance office of “Everything
will be all right” and “Lean on me,”
are not the way most of us would
deal with it, but Ryan Correll makes
that approach believable because his
character Steve really believes it.

Director David Christopher’s pro-
duction of the play might be a study
in the awkwardness of death, but
ultimately, it is also a study in the joy
of being truthful in life.

See it this weekend at 8 p.m. at the
Edison Valley Playhouse located at
2196 Oak Tree Road in Edison. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the door.

For more information, call (908)
755-4654 or visit
www.evplayhouse.com.

Westfield HS Theatre Department
Presents Bat Boy: The Musical

WESTFIELD - What happens when
a half-boy, half-bat comes out of his
cave and into the lives of a small West
Virginia town? The answer is the dark
comedy of Bat Boy: The Musical, be-
ing presented by the Westfield High
School Theatre Department on Thurs-
day, March 14; Friday, March 15; and
Saturday, March 16. All performances
are at 7:30 p.m. on the main stage of
Westfield High School, located at 550
Dorian Road.

Inspired by an infamous 1992 article
in the Weekly World News tabloid, the
show tells the story of Edgar, a fanged,
pointy-eared “Bat Boy” who is discov-
ered living in a cave. Edgar’s attempts
to renounce his bloodthirsty nature –
and find love and acceptance within the
community – lead to some shocking
and wickedly funny consequences.

The role of Edgar will be played by
Matthew Lynn. Geoffrey Ko and
Isabelle Smelkinson play local veteri-
narian Dr. Thomas Parker and his wife,
Meredith, who take Edgar into their
home and attempt to civilize him.
Michaela Tropeano plays the Parker’s
rebellious teenage daughter, Shelley,
who ends up falling in love with Edgar.

Director Daniel Devlin, the theatre
teacher at WHS, has described Bat
Boy: The Musical as “kind of like
Sweeney Todd meets Avenue Q meets
Book of Mormon (with an outstanding
Rocky Horror-inspired score).”

Mr. Devlin stressed that the show is
more than just a spoof of the horror-
film genre. “Its themes and messages
delve into important societal issues,
including bullying, tolerance and ac-
ceptance of others,” he said.

“It’s so exciting to share the lessons
that his story has to offer with the
audience,” said Matthew, who played
the title role in last year’s musical,
Pippin. Matthew said being part of the
school’s theatrical productions has been
the highlight of his high school experi-
ence. “The Westfield High School the-
atre department is not just a depart-
ment; it is a family,” he said.

Westfield High School’s Theatre
Department has a reputation for excel-
lence. Winning in eight categories, Pip-
pin was the top winner at the 2012
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Awards – more than any other school in

the state. In 2011,
Westfield High
School’s production of
Sweeney Todd won nine
Paper Mill awards, in-
cluding outstanding
overall production.

Bat Boy: The Musi-
cal also features Will
Cary, Allie Hecht and
Jack Ritter as Rick,
Ruthie and Ron Taylor,
the three local teenag-
ers who first discover
Bat Boy; Megan
Mulrooney plays their
mother, Mrs. Taylor,
who leads a crusade
against Edgar. In addi-
tion, the show features
Fraser Weist as Sheriff
Reynolds, Taylor Jack-
son as Rev. Billy
Hightower, and Jack
Mustard as the Greek
god, Pan. Maggie Tanji
plays Lorraine, and is
also the show’s dance
captain.

Bat Boy: The Musi-
cal also features Nicole
Zimmermann as
Maggie; Jackie Daaleman as Daisy;
Jack Venezia as Mr. Dillon, Frank
Guerriero as Bud, Robert Romano as
Ned, J.D. Kelly as Roy, Dan Connolly
as Clem; Colin Barry as a doctor, and
Michael Poyntz as “The Institute Man.”
Ensemble members include Marissa
Alvarez, Elena Arida, Megan Ariola,
Sarah Boyle, Catherine Bruno, Bianca
Buecklers, Celia Childs, Daniel Coelho,
Claire Dorwart, Lauren Echausse, Alex
Frisch, Marisa Garrity, Liz Griesmer,
Victoria Guerriero, Madeline
Hudelson, Christopher Ick, Jack
Kirkland, Michael Kirkland, Katherine
Ko, Caity Meixner, Julian Mone,
Jeremias Olivera, Abbie Paone, Megan
Pinna, Molly Prybylski, Madeleine
Rosenthal, Kim Roth and Jessica
Zimmermann.

This production’s musical director is
John Brzozowski, Director of Choral
Music at WHS; music is performed by
student musicians. WHS art teacher
Roy Chambers is the advisor for the
student set design team.

Proof Opens at Westfield
Community Players

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) presents its
third production of the season with
the 2001 Pulitzer Prize and 2001
Drama Critic’s and Tony Award win-
ning play, Proof by David Auburn. It
opens on Saturday, March 2, and
runs March 9, 16, 22 and 23 at 8 p.m.;
a matinee performance is on March
10. The production is directed by
Steve Lemenille of Clark, who di-
rected Dial “M” for Murder, A View
from the Bridge and Squabbles for
WCP; and produced by Sally Brown
of Westfield.

Proof concerns itself with
Catherine, a troubled young woman,
who on the eve of her 25th birthday,
has spent years caring for her bril-
liant, but unstable father, a famous
mathematician. Now, following his
death, she must deal with her own
volatile emotions; the arrival of her
estranged sister, Claire; and the at-
tentions of Hal, a former student of
her father’s who hopes to find valu-
able work in the 103 notebooks that
her father left behind.

Over the long weekend that fol-
lows, a burgeoning romance and the
discovery of a mysterious notebook
draw Catherine into the most diffi-
cult problem of all: How much of her
father’s madness-or genius-will she
inherit?

The cast includes veteran WCP
actor, John Correll (of Winfield Park),
as the father, Robert, and new-com-
ers to WCP: Shiva Kiani of Newark,
as Catherine; Kristin Barber-Furlong
of Morris Plains, as Claire,
Catherine’s sister and Bobby
Marusiefski of Rahway as Hal.

Tickets are $20 with a student rate
of $10 available for the Sunday,
March 10, matinee. Tickets are avail-
able through the Box Office at (908)

232-1221 or on-line at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPticketrequest.html.

Some language may be objection-
able to some viewers.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs. WCP is a member of The Ameri-
can Association of Community The-
atre (AACT), and New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Community Theaters
(NJACT).

PROOF...Westfield Community Play-
ers will  present its third production of
the season with the 2001 Pulitzer Prize
and 2001 Drama Critic’s and Tony
Award winning play, Proof by David
Auburn. Pictured are John Corell, who
portrays Robert, and Shiva Kiani who
portrays Catherine.

Many students play lead roles in the
“behind the scenes” production. Lydia
Oquendo is the stage manager, and set
design is led by Emma Tabachnick and
Alison Simon. Geneva Gleason is head
of costumes. Alexa Derman and Asher
Horowitz, both 2012 Paper Mill Rising
Star Award winners, are back onboard
to lead the effort in hair and makeup,
and lobby decoration. Asher also de-
signed the show’s poster.

Seating for Bat Boy: The Musical
can be reserved at $12 each by emailing
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org or
calling 908-884-1866. Because
Westfield High School shows often sell
out, advanced purchases are recom-
mended; tickets not sold in advance
will be available for sale at the door on
the evening of the performance. Please
note that some of the show’s content
and imagery, although comedic and
intended as a nod to several classic “B”
horror films, may be inappropriate for
younger children.

SP-FHS Repertory Theatre’s The Wedding
Singer To Feature Costume Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Get ready to go back to a time when
hair was big and collars were up, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Repertory Theatre’s production of
The Wedding Singer on Thursday,
March 14. The community is invited
to raid their closets, come dressed in
their best 80’s outfit and party like it’s
1985, before the curtain rises at 7
p.m.

While ‘80s music plays in the
Manya Ungar Auditorium, a panel of
judges will roam the audience look-
ing for the three theatergoers who
best embody the look of the decade
when greed was good. First, second
and third place prizes will be distrib-
uted just before the start of the show.

For those too young to remember

the ’80s, among the top fashion trends
were: shoulder pads, mini-skirts,
legwarmers (thanks, Jane Fonda),
huge earrings, fingerless gloves
(Hello, Madonna!), off-the-shoul-
der, Flashdance-inspired oversized
tops, and, for the guys, M.C. Ham-
mer parachute pants and Members
Only jackets.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 8, at 8 p.m.; Saturday,
March 9, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
10, at 2 p.m., Thursday, March 14,
at 7 p.m., Friday, March 15, at 8
p.m. and Saturday, March 16, at 8
p.m. All take place at the Manya
Ungar Memorial Auditorium at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains.

To reserve tickets, email:
Reptix@verizon.net or call Randi
Traiman at (908) 322-6533. Prices

are $15 for adults, $10 for students
and $10 for seniors (age 60 and up.
Senior “Gold Cards” may be used
for Sunday Matinee and Thursday
evening performances only). A spe-
cial rate of $8 for groups of 10 or
more is available for Thursday,
March 14, performance.

Please include desired perfor-
mance dates, number and type of
tickets and total amount due when
emailing. Payment may be mailed
to Randi at 2099 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 with
ticket order, or made at the time of
ticket pickup. Tickets may be picked
up in the auditorium lobby of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 -
8 p.m. Tickets must be picked up on
a Monday or Wednesday evening
prior to the performance date.Mid-Day Musicales to

Present WHS Orchestra
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield,
125 Elmer Street, presents the
Westfield High School Chamber
Orchestra, conducted by Raymond
Wojcik, on Wednesday, February
27, in their continuing series of
Mid-Day Musicales. These half-
hour noon concerts are presented in
the church sanctuary with a sug-
gested donation of $5.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
The church is handicapped-acces-
sible.

For further information call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Newark Museum
Hosts American Girl

Fashion Show
NEWARK – The Newark Museum’s

10th annual American Girl Weekend
will take place Saturday and Sunday,
April 6 and 7. Proceeds from the two-
day event are used to support children’s
programs and exhibitions at the Mu-
seum. The weekend is also an opportu-
nity to introduce new people to the
Newark Museum, which in its 100-
year history has served multiple gen-
erations. The event will take place at
10:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. each day.

Each show consists of a two-part
runway fashion show, highlighting the
historical American Girl characters and
their unique stories, as well as contem-
porary fashions. At intermission, ev-
eryone is invited to an ice cream social
in the Engelhard Court.

Tickets are $45 with special VIP
seating packages available. To purchase
tickets, visit www.newarkmuseum.org
or call (973) 596-5144.

DEALING WITH GRIEF...Alliance Repertory Theater’s The Dream Of the
Burning Boy is thoughtful work brought to life by a talented cast of characters.
See it this weekend at 8 p.m. at the Edison Valley Playhouse located at 2196 Oak
Tree Road in Edison.


