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Plainfield Boys Top
Cougars in UCT

Rams Rock Blue Devil Boys in UCT, 62-51
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ing offensively. We are down about it,
but we must move on and focus on the
state tournament now. When we are
clicking we are a tough team to beat
and I feel we have a lot of good basket-
ball left in us this year,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Daryl Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils’ woes with the
Rams began earlier than in their pre-
vious game when they found them-
selves trailing, 16-11, after the first
quarter. Senior center Scott Toresco
rolled in six of his 12 points in the
quarter, but Ram senior Jamar
Redman, who led all scorers with 24
points, sank seven and Julian Jones
hit for five points.

The Blue Devils found their groove
to win the second quarter, 18-13, to
knot the score, 29-29, at the half.
Toresco, who finished with eight re-
bounds, two assists and a steal, scored
his other six points, while junior Dylan
Elliott, who led Westfield with 16
points, netted five points, and senior
guard Keegan Hess sank five of his

15 points, including the first of his
two 3-pointers. Sophomore guard
Danny Mitchell, who led the team
with four assists and totaled seven
points, scored three points.

Since the Blue Devils’ slick inside
success forced the Rams to pull back
their defense in the second quarter,
they shifted to an outside strategy and
banged three 3-pointers to win the
third quarter, 14-13, Toresco fed
Dylan Elliott for two straight 3-point-
ers. Elliott then drove to the basket
for a lay-up to finish with eight points.
Hess added his second 3-pointer,
Mitchell put in a lay-up and Sean
Elliott sank a free throw.

Smooth rhythm shifted abruptly to
the Rams, who got under the boards
for six straight points to take a 48-43
lead early in the fourth quarter. Hess,
with Mitchell’s assist, attempted to
break the jinx. Womble sank a 2-
pointer, but Dylan Elliott thieved a
ball, drove to the basket and casually
rolled it in to make the score, 50-47,
midway through the quarter. After
Dan Hairston went to the line and hit
both of his free throws, tension got
the best of the Blue Devils and
Womble capitalized to convert four
straight steals to eight points.
Roselle 16 13 13 20 62
Westfield 11 18 14   8 51

Tufaro Gets 100th, Raiders Rap Chiefs, 72-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

went 34-8 his sophomore year. His
junior year yielded a 33-4 record, a
Union County Tournament (UCT)
title and a Region 3 title, which quali-
fied him for the NJSIAA State Cham-
pionships in Atlantic City where he
placed eighth. This year, in addition
to another UCT crown, his win against
the Chiefs put his record at 23-1.

“My freshman year was my second
year of wrestling. I didn’t think about
any of this. I didn’t think about Atlan-
tic City. My coach my freshman year,
John Sholz, in the first practice, gave
us a piece of paper and said, ‘write
down your overall high school career
goals.’ I wrote county championship
as the first one, going to Atlantic City
as the last one and my in-between
was getting 100 wins. I did it all,”
Tufaro said with a bit of a chuckle.

The upcoming District 11 Tourna-
ment in Westfield is scheduled for
this Friday and Saturday, February
22-23, and Tufaro, who is also ranked
third in the state, is a sure bet to get the
top seed.

“There’s going to be a lot of people
looking at me. When you get to dis-
tricts and regions, everyone is looking
at every move that you possibly make.
It’s going to be a lot of pressure, but I
went through it before, so hopefully it
doesn’t get to me,” Tufaro said.

The Raiders upped their team record

to 15-7 in the win over the Chiefs, and
sophomore Alex Mirabella got things
rocking when he pinned Osric Belle in
3:10 with a cradle at 195-lbs to up his
record to 17-10. At 220-lbs, Chief Rob
Brown recorded four takedowns, a
nearfall and an escape to defeat Dan
Van Brunt, 11-5.

After Tufaro received his forfeit,
Raider Jashmar Philippe recorded a
takedown, two reversals and three
nearfalls before prying Isiah Benbow
to his back in 2:28 with a half nelson at
106-lbs. JT Beirne received a forfeit at
113-lbs then Tommy Cunningham,
after escaping Arcelio Aponte with an
arm elevator, took him to the mat and
pinned with an arm bar/half nelson in
3:46 at 120-lbs.

Raider Steve Carrion performed a
pair of switch reversals then clamped
Jerrid Guerra with a cradle at the
buzzer to end the second period at
126-lbs. Brian Lapham and Vito Petitti
received forfeits at 132-lbs and 138-
lbs, respectively, to make the team
score 48-3.

Senior Dein Rice, who dabbled with
wrestling his first few years but turned
up the volume in a big way this sea-
son, used his athletic ability and his
knowledge of mechanical advantage
to crank Chief Jay Domino to his
back with an arm bar/half nelson in
1:48 at 145-lbs. The victory elevated

his season record to 20-9.
Rice commented, “I started my fresh-

man year but didn’t actually get serious
until this year. I wish I had done it
before, but I can’t change the past.”

Referring to his bout with Domino,
Rice added, “Whatever comes my
way, I seize the opportunity. What-
ever I can get, I take it.”

At 152-lbs, Raider Dom Pigna re-
covered very well from a takedown
when he used a move known as a
Cement Mixer to tumble Jorge Diaz to
his back in 1:59. Raiders Corey Bell
and Matt Blanck received forfeits at
160-lbs and 170-lbs, respectively.

At 182-lbs, Raider Matt Ridge re-
corded a lateral drop takedown to a
nearfall on Eti-ini Udott then at-
tempted a devastating pinning ma-
neuver known as a Spladle but slipped
with his right leg and, instead, be-
came the victim in 1:24.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
195: — Mirabella (S) p Belle, 3:10
220: — Brown (P) d Van Brunt, 11-5
Hwt: — Tufaro (S) won forfeit
106: — Philippe (S) p Benbow, 2:28
113: — Beirne (S) won forfeit
120: — Cunningham (S) p Aponte, 3:46
126: — Carrien (S) p Guerra, 4:00
132: — Lapham (S) won forfeit
138: — Petitti (S) won forfeit
145: — Rice (S) p Domino, 1:48
152: — Pigna (S) p Diaz, 1:50
160: — Bell (S) won forfeit
170: — Blanck (S) won forfeit
182: — Udott (P) p Ridge, 1:24

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANKING UP HIS OPPONENT…Raider Dein Rice, top, cranks his Piscataway opponent Jay Domino with a front arm
bar and underhook to end his 145-lb bout in 1:48.

points. Fedorchak, Green and junior
John Oblachinski each hit for two
points.

The Cardinals stretched their lead
to 45-23 by the end of the third quar-
ter and the thefts and dominance un-
der the boards were apparent.
Oblachinski and Fedorchak each sank
a 2-pointer and Wills nailed his 3-
pointer. Johnson scored six points
and Brown added five more points.
Trotter scored the first seven of the
Cougars’ points in the final quarter
and Smith hit the other three.
Cranford 10   6   7 10 33
Plainfield 12 18 15 11 56

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield...Situated in an “in-town” location, this turn of the century colonial commands an impressive street
presence. Inside, three floors of living space include five bedrooms; all rooms are spacious. Old world elements
abound, including high ceilings, five-paneled doors, butler’s pantry, beautiful moldings and custom wainscoting,
pocket doors, split staircase, leaded glass windows and wood flooring. The third floor has divided diamond
windows and potential for loft-height ceiling. A rare opportunity awaits a proud new owner having the vision and
passion to restore this special home. Offered for $739,000.

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

ASP, ABR, SRES, Relocation Specialist
2012, Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com

www.suechecchio.com

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 1-4pm
117 North Euclid Avenue

Raider Icers End Season,
Fundraising Gala Saturday
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Raider Icers ended their regular
season last week on a down note losing
to Cranford, 6-0, and Westfield, 4-0,
then dropping a close one to Watchung
Hills, 2-1. Their overall record was 8-
12-2 with a very respectable Union
County record of 5-5-2, a history best
for the Raider hockey club.

The brightest spot for the Raiders
this season was the stalwart play of
senior, four-year starter, goalie Jason
Breit. He will be sorely missed and
look for him to be in the running for
All-County honors.

The Union County Tournament
(UCT) playoffs started Monday with
the Raiders taking on the Johnson
Crusaders with whom their record
this season was 2-0-1. The Crusaders
have been on an upswing though af-
ter tying the Raiders, 0-0, in their last
contest and putting up a good effort in
recently losing 3-2 to the reigning
state champions Summit.

The Raiders will have had their

hands full in that first round match-
up and if successful would have had
to have faced either Summit or
Westfield in the second round. Those
two teams tied for the county crown
with identical 11-1 records this sea-
son, splitting their games by 4-3 and
5-4 scores. Barring an upset, the UCT
championship game on Saturday at
Warinanco Rink should be a high
school hockey classic.

The Raider ice hockey program is
still mostly funded by the parents and
could use support to keep their pro-
gram improving. The annual
fundraising gala is this Saturday, Feb-
ruary 23, at the Westwood with hors
d’oeuvres, dinner, open bar, tricky tray,
silent auction and music. It will be a
great opportunity to learn about the
program, support the team and have
some fun. Go to the team’s website at
www.leaguelineup.com/spficehockey
to purchase your tickets online and
help the Raiders compete in the tough
Union County league.


