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Extra! Extra!

FEDORCHAK NETS 10 PTs; TROTTER 7, GREEN 6 PTs

Cardinal Boys Soar, Ground
Cougars in UCT Hoops, 56-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Synchronization was well in tact
for the sixth-seeded Plainfield High
School Cardinals boys basketball
team, but it was virtually non existent
for the 14th-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars in their 56-33 loss in the second
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at Rahway High School on Feb-
ruary 13.

With the exception of senior for-
ward Stefan Fedorchak’s lay-up after
junior guard Tommy Trotter’s assist
at the beginning of the game, the
Cougars were shaky in the first quar-
ter and even more out of sync in the
second quarter and never recovered
for the remainder of the game.

“We didn’t hit shots in the first
half. We thought we could weather

the storm. That’s what our coach tells
us to do. We just couldn’t hit shots
today. Sometimes they go in. Some-
times they don’t. We got stopped in
the second half. We couldn’t convert
on offense, and it killed us,” Cougar
senior center Reggie Green said.

Green was guarded closely by Car-
dinal big men Denzel Christian and
Ahmad Baker, and along with Wade
Brown and Donzel Johnson con-
trolled the boards on both sides of the
court. The Cardinals were also dis-
rupting nearly every play the Cou-
gars attempted to set up with their
quick hands, which led to turnovers
and fast-break lay-ups.

“They are pretty athletic. They have
big kids. They are hard to box out. It
was hard to hit shots when we were
not getting anything. When we are
not getting anything, we can’t hit
shots,” Green said.

The Cougars have been known for

their ability to bang six-to-eight 3-
pointers a game but not this time.
Senior guard Chris Wills (3 rebounds,
3 assists, steal) hit the Cougars’ first
3-pointer in the third quarter, while
Trotter and Matt Smith each hit one
in the fourth quarter. Trotter hit all
seven of his points in the fourth quar-
ter and finished with three assists and
six rebounds.

Fedorchak (3 rebounds, blocked
shot, assist), who led the team with
10 points, sank six of the Cougars’ 10
first-quarter points and Green, who
finished with seven rebounds and a
steal, rolled in the other four. Johnson
scored seven of his 14 points in the
quarter.

The Cardinals went on a thieving
spree and won the second quarter,
18-6, to take a 30-16 lead at the half.
Baker bucketed eight of his 11 points
in the quarter, while Brown hit five

Raider B’ballers Down J.P. Stevens, 75-55
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

verted to put-backs, and contributed
three assists. Senior point guard Xavier
Noel-Brooks scored 12 points and
added six rebounds, two steals and a
tipped pass that led to a steal, but most
of all, he contributed 10 assists.

“Everyone was playing well, so
you find your open man. It’s not a
matter of who scores the most. It’s
about everyone scoring and getting
more points than the other team, and
that’s what we did,” Bonacum said.

Senior Matt Greenberg also had an
across the board fine showing offen-
sively with eight points and two as-
sists, and especially defensively with
three steals and seven rebounds.

“I tried to play pressure defense.
They put me on their biggest guy. I
tried to shut him down, and I got a
couple traps. Traps sometimes forced
them to make mistakes. When they
make mistakes, you can get points,”
Greenberg said.

Junior Andrew Voysest sank eight
points, and he also had five rebounds,
a pair of steals and an assist. Quaryee
Bull netted eight points, four steals, a
blocked shot and two rebounds. Leo
Ramos came off the bench and banged
in 11 points, while adding a rebound

and an assist. Devin Glover had three
steals and a rebound.

The JP Steven Hawks relied prima-
rily on their outside shooting and
sank eight 3-pointers. The most
deadly outside shooter was John
Maxham, who sank five 3-pointers
and finished with 19 points. Maxham
gave the Raiders’ defense a taste of
his medicine with back-to-back 3-
pointers midway through the first
quarter, which caused the Raiders to
adjust their defense.

“He was one of the best shooters
we’ve seen all season. We played as
best as we can. That’s how they score
most of their points. We held them
everywhere else, so we did our job,”
Bonacum said.

Hawk Schlok Garg bucketed 10
points, including a pair of 3-pointers,
and Nick Dooley also scored 10 points.

After Maxham hit his first two 3-
pointers, the Raiders did adjust and
went on a 10-2 roll to win the first
quarter, 18-10. Bonacum sank 11
points in the quarter. Early in the
second quarter, point guard SJ
Chowdhary banged a three and
Maxham added his third three, but
Ramos and Voysest each hit a three

and the Raiders won the quarter, 19-
15, to lead 37-25 at the half.

With the leadership of Chowdhary,
the Hawks changed their tactics in
the first part of the third quarter and
found success inside. The Raiders
adjusted and carried a 55-44 lead into
the final quarter.

“We had to help. People had to slide
down, so we stayed in the middle and
made them make the pass and let them
come to us,” Greenberg explained.

Bull hit six of his points in the
fourth quarter, which the Raiders won,
20-11.

The Raiders were scheduled to face
highly ranked Ridge in the first round
of the state section, but they are quite
optimistic.

“I really think we can turn some
heads in the states. Ridge is number
11, but I think we can stay with them
pretty well,” Greenberg said.

“We are finally coming together as
a team, not like we were at the begin-
ning of the year. We have a good
feeling about the states coming up. I
think we are going to beat Ridge,”
Noel-Brooks said.
JP Stevens 10 15 19 11 55
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 19 18 20 75

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS’ LEADING SCORER…Senior forward Stefan Fedorchak, No. 22, led the Cougars with 10 points in the Union
County Tournament game against Plainfield in Rahway on February 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD HELP OFF THE BENCH…Raider Devin Glover, No. 5, came off the bench and made a strong showing against the
JP Stevens Hawks. CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Probitas Verus Honos

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2013

Major & Pony Leagues Only
Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location
3/16
3/17
3/23
3/24

8:30-12
8-1
8-12
8:30-12

Hitting
Fielding
Fielding
Hitting

The Ballpark
Sid Fey field
Sid Fey field
The Ballpark

Date Time Event Location

3/16
3/17
3/23
3/24

10-12
8-1
8-12
10-12

Hitting
Fielding
Fielding
Hitting

The Ballpark
Sid Fey field
Sid Fey field
The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not
need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 9th & 10th graders
do not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team you will be
automatically placed on either an International or Mustang team.

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.      973-376-9295

Please note that the second try out dates,
3/23 and 3/24, are during the beginning of Spring Break.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908 233-5555

Fanwood...This 4 Bedroom Bi-Level is being sold in “as is”
condition. With large rooms and an open floor plan, this diamond
in the rough can shine again with a little bit of updating. Convenient
to NYC Bus & Train. Incredible Value: $259,000.

Westfield...Built in 1927 this casual cottage is utterly charming.
Larger than it appears, the comfortable floor plan boasts two 1st
floor bedrooms  & a large  eat-in Kitchen. Unlike typical cape cods,
the 2nd floor of this vintage home was designed with high ceilings.
Beautifully maintained and updated. Offered at $479,000.

North Plainfield...Excellent income producing property in the Washington Park
Historical District. A potential rent roll of $59,400 annually, coupled with today's
historically low interest rates, make this an opportunity to have a positive cash flow.
Coupled with today’s historically low interest rates, make this an opportunity to have
a positive cash flow. Alternatively, since the fabulous  1st floor Duplex Apartment
allows for a wonderful opportunity for the Buyer who would like to reside in splendor,
but have the other apartments generate enough income to pay his mortgage. Why rent
when you can own this magnificent well kept 3- family. Offered for Sale at $389,000.

Westfield...Come enjoy the comfort and convenience of this 3 Bedroom
Victorian with its’ high ceilings , vintage accents  and airy sun soaked rooms.
With its’ coveted “in town” location, just steps to downtown Westfield,
NYC transportation & Mindowaskin Park  this property scores a Walk Score
of 92. Totally renovated from top to bottom & stunning in every way. It’s
all in the details... Offered at $599,000.

TOO LATE!!!! SOLD IN THE BLIZZARD
WITH 11 OFFERS!

Open House Sunday February 24th 1-4 pm
256 Orchard Street


