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Willow Grove Posts Date
For International Dinner

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will hold
its annual International Dinner on
Saturday, March 2, from 5 to 8 p.m.
All funds raised will be donated equally
to Hurricane Sandy assistance and to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey. The snow or rain date is the
following Saturday, March 9.

Area residents are invited to enjoy
international cuisine and listen to
vocal and instrumental music from
China, all while helping those in need.
The dinner will feature an array of
ethnic specialties, including Italian,
Chinese, Greek, German, Korean,

Scottish, Irish, English, West Indian
and Polish selections.

Complementing the cuisine will
be performances by the Chinese
American Music Ensemble (CAME)
Adult Chorus and Children’s Cho-
rus, by the Music From China Youth
Orchestra and by Paul DiDario, di-
rector of music at Willow Grove.
Both groups hold their weekly re-
hearsals at Willow Grove Church.

“Helping neighbors near and far
who are in need is central to our faith,
so each year we raise money for
organizations that provide basic needs
of food, shelter and disaster relief,”
said the Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, pastor of Willow Grove.

Tickets are $12 for adults and teens,
$6 for children ages 6 to 12, and free
for children age 5 and under, with a
family maximum of $35. To guaran-
tee a seat for the dinner, interested
persons are encouraged to buy tick-
ets in advance because last year seats
for the dinner sold out. Tickets will
only be available at the door if seats
are not already sold out.

To purchase tickets, call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more
information about Willow Grove
Church, individuals may e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. Anyone who
cannot attend but would like to make
a donation may call August Ruggiero
at (908) 889-5948.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, opposite the southside
firehouse and near the corner of South
Martine Avenue. All church facilities
are handicap-accessible.

Torah Center Schedules
Family Purim Events

WESTFIELD – The Union
County Torah Center, located at 509
Central Avenue in Westfield, has
announced its schedule of Family
Purim Celebrations.

A Megillah reading will be held
this Saturday, February 23, at 7
p.m., followed by Hamantashen and
refreshments, and will be open to
the public free of charge.

On Sunday, February 24, at 8:30
a.m., the Torah Center will have an-
other Megillah reading, as it is a
Mitzvah to hear it being read on Purim
day as well.

The Torah Center also will host a
Family Purim Celebration on Sun-
day. There will be a Megillah read-
ing at 4 p.m. with a simultaneous
slide show for children that will take
them through the entire story of
Purim as it is written in the Megillah.

Children are invited to partici-
pate in a masquerade contest. All

children dressed in costume will
receive a prize, and one special
grand prize will be awarded for the
best costume. The theme of the cel-
ebration will be “Purim in Africa,”
so everyone is encouraged to come
dressed in “African” costumes, but
any costume will be acceptable.

The upcoming event will feature a
“Drum Circle” and a comedy show
with Eli Shapiro. A West Orange na-
tive, Mr. Shapiro has performed standup
at leading New York City comedy clubs.

There also will be a full Purim Buf-
fet, as it is a mitzvah to celebrate Purim
with a special festive meal on Purim
day. There is a fee of $5 per person.
Sponsorships are available for $180.

All the programs will be open to
the public and everyone is welcome.
Reservations are preferred but not
required. For more information, call
the Torah Center at (908) 789-5252
or e-mail info@torahcenter.org.

Temple Invites Public
To Passover Seder

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El will hold its community Passover
Seder on Tuesday, March 26, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Senior Rabbi Doug
Sagal and Cantor Martha Novick
will lead the service, which memo-
rializes the Jews’ sacred pilgrimage
from Egyptian bondage to freedom
in the Land of Israel.

“The Passover Seder tells the story
of our people’s journey from bondage
to freedom. It is a joyful and inspira-
tional celebration. We welcome ev-
eryone to our table,” said Rabbi Sagal.

The cost for non-members is $60
per adult and $20 per child under
age 12. All are welcome and reser-
vations are needed by Tuesday,
March 5. Interested persons are asked
to call Carolyn Shane, executive di-
rector, at (908) 232-6770, extension
no. 114, or to visit tewnj.org. Temple
Emanu-El is located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Parish Mission at IHM
To Begin This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of its
annual program of Lenten outreach,
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church has announced
a three-day Parish Mission begin-
ning this Sunday, February 24, at 7
p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary
(IHM) is located at 1571 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Mission will feature a team
headed up by Father Richard HoLung,
who will speak on the theme “Two
Kingdoms and Divided Self,” which
is to be taped for later broadcast on
the EWTN Global Catholic Network.

Each evening will include the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, a Celebra-
tion of Mass as well as a talk by
Father HoLung, who also will be a
guest homilist at 8:30 a.m. Mass on
Monday, February 25, and Tuesday,
February 26.

Born in Kingston, Jamaica of Bud-
dhist parents, Father HoLung brings
an eclectic background to his mis-
sionary efforts. A former Jesuit, he
founded the Missionaries of the Poor
in 1981 as the first male Catholic

Religious Order in the Caribbean.
The Mission topic, “Two Kingdoms

and Divided Self,” speaks to the ongo-
ing tension mankind faces between
everyday life in the material world and
its higher calling to a spiritual realm.

Lenten reconciliation and healing
also provide the rationale for IHM’s
participation in an initiative under
the auspices of the Archdiocese of
Newark, entitled “The Light is On for
You.” On Wednesdays during Lent,
February 27, March 6, 13, 20 and 27,
the Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available from 7 to 8 p.m. at any
Catholic church in Union County. In
addition to its own regular times of 5
to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 10 to
10:30 a.m. Sundays, IHM will offer
Lenten opportunities Fridays at 9 a.m.
and Saturdays at 1 p.m. to provide
Catholics everywhere the opportu-
nity to “come home.”

For information on these or other
activities, call the church office at (908)
889-2100, e-mail IHM123@aol.com
or visit the parish website,
ihmparish.net.

Florence Ravioli to Be
Topic of Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Florence
Ravioli Company will be the pro-
gram topic for the Historical Society
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood on
Tuesday, February 26.

Third-generation owners Ralph and
Cyndy Losanno will tell the history
of the business, located at 391 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Mr.
Losanno’s grandmother, Florence,
and her husband, Raphael, opened
the store in Newark in 1943. In 1968
their son, Anthony, and his wife,
Maryann, moved and expanded the
business to Scotch Plains. Ralph and
Cyndy Losanno have continued ex-
panding the establishment, moving it
to a more central location on Park
Avenue a year ago. Their son also has
joined the business.

The meeting, free and open to ev-
eryone, will feature samples from the
Florence Ravioli menu. It will start at
8 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

SCOUT SUNDAY…Scouts and Adult Scout Leaders from Boy Scout Troop No.
73 attended Scout Sunday Mass February 10, hosted by its sponsor, the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church of Westfield. Afterward, Scouts volunteered at
Holy Trinity’s annual pancake breakfast fundraiser. Holy Trinity Church has
sponsored Troop No. 73 since 1936. For information about joining Troop No. 73,
contact Scoutmaster Henry Hom at henryhom73@gmail.com.
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Dan Weiniger Is Named
Studio Owner of the Month

FAMILY MAN…Dan Weiniger and his daughter, Eliza.

WESTFIELD – Local Home Video
Studio owner Dan Weiniger was rec-
ognized as the Studio Owner of the
Month for February, 2013. This is the
second time the Westfield, N.J. owner
was given this award. Previously, he
won in April 2010.

Mr. Weiniger started Home Video
Studio (HVS) two-and-a-half years
ago, when he merged his love of
video with his business background.
He also has been honored with the
Relationship Mindset Award and
Rookie of the Year Award.

In presenting his award, the com-
pany noted that Mr. Weiniger’s suc-
cess stems from his creativity, cus-
tomer service skills, drive, zeal and
enthusiasm. His positive outlook is
one reason they asked him to present
a 45-minute talk during HVS’ up-
coming advanced video training ses-
sion in Indianapolis later this month.

“People don’t buy what you do,
they buy what you believe in,” he
said. His talk focuses on how to al-
ways be your best. More than 75
studio owners from four countries
will attend.

As he continues to grow his busi-
ness, Mr. Weiniger will focus on learn-
ing, tending to both business and
other relationships, and getting more
involved in the community. His goal
is to be the top grossing studio in the
franchise.

Above all, the business is a natural
fit with his interests. “I like running a

successful business and I have a deep,
abiding belief in the value of what I
do for my customers,” said Mr.
Weiniger, “that’s why this is a perfect
fit for me!”

Home Video Studio specializes in
producing photo video keepsakes,
video to DVD transfers, home movie
transfers, DVD and CD duplication,
video editing, sports or music schol-
arship videos and more. Home Video
Studios can be reached at (908) 301-
9033 or
dan.w@homevideostudio.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Comedy Night, Art Auction
To Benefit Temple Sholom

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains held a benefit
evening of comedy on February 2 fea-
turing Linda Belt with Adam Oliensis
and temple member/comedian Alex
Bernstein. Proceeds will benefit Temple
Sholom and its multiple community,
educational and religious programs.

Temple Sholom’s next fundraiser
will be an art auction on Saturday,
March 2. Attendees will have an op-
portunity to acquire works of art at
bargain prices, enjoy a live auction
and meet guest artist John Stanisci,
who has been a professional illustra-
tor for Marvel and DC Comics for
more than 18 years.

The preview will begin at 7 p.m.
Bidding will start at 8 p.m. The $10
admission price will include a raffle
ticket for a piece of art. Auction items
will include framed art, collectibles
and sports items. Past auctions have
included items signed by Eric Clapton
and Bruce Springsteen. For more in-

formation, visit sholomnj.org, call
(908) 889-4900 or e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish Congregation led
by Rabbi Joel N. Abraham. The temple
and its religious school are home to
about 250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area. Cur-
rently residing within the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, the temple has
purchased five acres of land in Scotch
Plains for its future home.

Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism. For more
information about the temple or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
To Hold Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Rescue Squad will host its
Fourth Annual Pancake Breakfast
this Sunday, February 24, from 8
a.m. to noon. It will take place at
squad headquarters, located at 1916
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains. The
cost for this “all-you-can-eat”
breakfast will be $5 per person.

All proceeds will be used to help
keep the rescue squad 100 percent
volunteer. The Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad has remained a volun-
teer organization and has served
the community for more than 75
years.

The squad welcomes new mem-
bers as well as those interested in
contributing time and talent to sup-
port the organization. Individuals
can apply for membership at 18
years of age or serve as a cadet at
age 16. Those ages 14 or older can
serve on the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad Auxiliary.

For more information about be-
coming a Scotch Plains EMT, aux-
iliary member, volunteer or to make

a donation, contact
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or call (908) 322-2103 any week-
night between 6 and 11 p.m.

The rescue squad has many ser-
vices available for those in the com-
munity with need. Hospital equip-
ment, such as wheelchairs, canes
and crutches, are available for use,
free of charge.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
relies on ongoing community sup-
port. These contributions enable the
squad to fulfill its motto: “Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. We Work
For Pride Not Pay.”

The squad looks forward to con-
tinued growth with the Township of
Scotch Plains, according to the or-
ganization, as it faithfully serves
those who call for help.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


