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POLICE BLOTTER

PURIM CELEBRATION…Third-grade students at Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield wear the masks they made in their art class for the Jewish Holiday of
Purim, which will start the evening of Saturday, February 23.

Westfield Rotary to Present
Pancake Breakfast March 2
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club

of Westfield’s 47th Annual Pancake
Breakfast will be held on Saturday,
March 2, from 8 a.m. to noon in the
Westfield High School cafeteria, lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road. Tickets
purchased at the door will be $10.

During the event, there will be a
50-50 cash raffle to support Rotary
Foundation scholarships for Westfield
students. Additionally, local school
and community music groups will
provide live entertainment through-
out the morning. The Westfield Com-
munity Band, Westfield High School
and Intermediate School Jazz Bands
and a variety of other school extra-
curricular performing musical groups
will participate.

A Children’s Fair, sponsored by
the Westfield Area “Y,” featuring a
Moonwalk, face painting, spin art,
balloons and many other activities,
also will be available for families to
enjoy. There will be a silent auction
of 21 handcrafted and unique trays,
with all proceeds of the auction ben-
efiting the Westfield High School Fine
Arts Department.

Local youth organizations, includ-
ing the Westfield High School Rotary
Interact Club and Elementary School
Early Act Clubs, Westfield Area “Y”
Leaders Club and Black Achievers
Club, and Boy Scouts will volunteer
to support the breakfast.

Proceeds from this event will sup-
port the Rotary Scholarship Fund and
Rotary Community Service Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $2 million in scholarship

grants to more than 1,500 students.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets

every Tuesday for lunch at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Guests and
interested prospective members are
always welcome. For more informa-
tion, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Registration to Begin
For Senior Yoga

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission has
announced that registration for the
next Senior Yoga session will begin
on Tuesday, March 5. Senior Yoga
will run on Mondays and Wednes-
days, March 11 to April 17, for 12
sessions from noon to 1 p.m. The
class will feature yoga that can be
done either traditionally or in a chair.
The class also will use bands to help
with stretching and toning the body.

Registration can be done in person
at the recreation office, located in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
430 Park Avenue, beginning at 8:30
a.m. on March 5, or completed online
by accessing scotchplainsnj.com,
clicking on the “Community Pass”
link and selecting the “2013 Winter
Brochure” season. The fee for the
class is $15 per person.

Additionally, registration for the
Senior Zumba class is now under-
way, with the first session of class to
take place Tuesday, February 26.

For more information about these
programs, call the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 223.

Mandolinist Mitterhoff
To Perform at Library

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library invites members of
the community for an evening with
mandolinist and Scotch Plains resi-
dent Barry Mitterhoff on Wednes-
day, February 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Mitterhoff will present man-
dolin music ranging from classical
to klezmer. Joe Selly and Dan Weiss
will join him on guitars. Mr.
Mitterhoff performs bluegrass, clas-
sical, swing and jazz, plus a variety
of ethnic styles such as Brazilian,
Neapolitan songs and klezmer,
among others.

He has recorded on the BMG, Sony,
Flying Fish, Rounder and other record
labels with artists such as Metropoli-
tan Opera tenor Jerry Hadley, Julius
LaRosa, Tom Chapin, Hazel Dickens,
Tony Trischka and under his own
name. He has performed at the White
House, the Library of Congress, the
Rainbow Room, Carnegie Hall, Avery
Fisher Hall and Alice Tully Hall.

He can be heard on the soundtracks
of You’ve Got Mail, Mickey Blue Eyes
and Two Family House, as well as

recording music for the Coen Broth-
ers’ film, O Brother Where Art Thou?

The Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present this free
program. The library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road. To
register or obtain more information,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

Love Beyond Valentine’s Day

Peter M. Kalellis

Reflections by Peter M. Kalellis
A local therapist

Cards with intimate messages,
flowers, candlelight dinners, special
gifts – all these and more make
Valentine’s Day a heartwarming ex-
perience that expresses love.
Why not? And one wonders
what other seen or unseen
signs of love are exchanged
between people after
Valentine’s Day.

One of our greatest needs
is to know that we are ac-
cepted, appreciated and
loved. Each one of us has to
feel certain, deep down in
our heart, that someone
loves us, cares for us, and
has our best interests at heart. That is
a deep-rooted need in everyone’s in-
ner self, our psyche. We want to know
that someone special loves us with
good intentions, too difficult to de-
scribe.

Love is a state of being. Love is not
an outside feeling; it is deep within
each person. We can never lose it, and
it can never leave us.

Imagine if all human relationships
began with the belief that people are
innately wonderful and beautiful –
and with an inner capacity to love. It
may be hard to conceive this, for we
may not see this capacity in our-

selves. Yet beyond our su-
perficiality we are people
with a potential for loving.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis is a
licensed psychotherapist
and author of eight self-help
books currently in the mar-
ket. He offers Individual,
Marriage and Family
Therapy at his office, 232
St. Paul Street in Westfield,
N.J.

Phone: (908) 232-6118.
E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.
Website: www.PeterKalellis.com.

Individuals facing personal prob-
lems or couples in troubled relation-
ships experience VIP service, find
relief and supportive solutions in my
office.
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Foundation Grant Helps
Squad Purchase Vehicle

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Inves-
tors Foundation is continuing its
longstanding support of non-profit
organizations that enrich the com-
munities served by Investors Bank.
The Foundation recently awarded a
$2,500 grant to the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad to help offset the
squad’s recent purchase of a fire re-
hab/special operations vehicle.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
the designated emergency medical
service for the Township of Scotch
Plains. The squad recently acquired a
rehabilitation vehicle to provide
medical services to firefighters at the

scene of a fire.
“During a fire, firefighters can face

life-threatening medical issues as a
result of extreme temperatures and
other factors,” explained Ed Fiedler,
the squad’s president. “The rehab
vehicle features equipment to moni-
tor and treat firefighters, ensuring
that they are healthy and able to ful-
fill their duties. We’re grateful to or-
ganizations like the Investors Foun-
dation for their friendship and gener-
ous support.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/expressThe Arc’s Candlelight Ball

To Take Place March 23
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Arc of

Union County will host its 49th
Annual Candlelight Ball on Satur-
day, March 23, from 6 to 10 p.m. at
L’Affaire, located at 1099 Route
22, East, in Mountainside. This
event will be open to the public.

Each year, more than 200 guests
join The Arc to celebrate and honor
those who, with vision and com-
mitment, make a significant dif-
ference within the community.
Funds raised from the event help
to support programs and services
offered by The Arc to children and
adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities throughout
Union County and surrounding
counties.

Judith A. Witterschein, Candle-
light Ball chairwoman and vice-
president of The Arc’s board of
directors, has announced that four
individuals and one corporation
will be honored during this year’s
event. The honorees are as fol-
lows:

Kimo Lorimor of Warren, a five-
year-old student at The Arc Kohler
School, will be recognized as the
2013 Ambassador of Goodwill.

Mady Cannone of Westfield, who
has excelled and performed out-
standing service volunteering with
The Arc, will receive the 2013 Vol-
unteer of the Year Award.

Patrick Ryan of Scotch Plains
will be recognized with the 2013
Florence M. Levine Achievement
Award for his personal and social
growth.

Sally Curci of Cranford, an ad-
vocate and dedicated fundraiser
whose contributions to The Arc
have helped to enrich many lives,
will receive The Betty McGhee
Spirit of The Arc.

Homewood Suites, located in
Cranford, will be recognized with
the 2013 Community Corporate
Champion Award. Homewood has
had a long-standing relationship
with The Arc, providing rooms for
the Weekend in the Community
Respite Program.

Guests at the Candlelight Ball will
enjoy cocktails, fine dining, a si-
lent auction, music and dancing.
Tickets may be purchased online at
arcunioncandlelight2013.eventbrite.com/
.

The Arc of Union County Bronze

Sponsor is Investors Bank. Patron
Sponsors include Document Solu-
tions, Principled Advisors and Ray
Catena of Union.

For more information about
sponsorship, advertising or tick-
ets, contact Trish Felix at (973)
315-0020 or pfelix@arcunion.org.

Founded in 1949, The Arc of
Union County is a non-profit orga-
nization that serves more than
1,000 children and adults with in-
tellectual and developmental dis-
abilities and their families. Fur-
ther information is available at
arcunion.org.

Mountainside Cub Scouts
Collect Food For Needy

MOUNTAINSIDE – Superstorm
Sandy may have disrupted many lo-
cal plans, but it did not stop
Mountainside Cub Scouts from gath-
ering food for the needy.

Originally set for distribution in
time for Thanksgiving, the food drive
was postponed until January 12.
Members of Cub Scout Pack No. 177
and their parents collected the food
bags on a blustery Saturday. The more
than 800 bags of food were brought
to Mountainside’s Community Pres-
byterian Church for distribution.

“This year we delivered the food to
the Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church in North Plainfield for fur-
ther distribution,” said Pastor Chris

Belden. “Some of the packages will
be going to other food banks in the
area as well.”

“We want to thank the Scouts and
their parents for organizing this drive
and also the church members who
helped transport the packages. Try to
imagine a shopping cart loaded with
800 bags of groceries,” he added.

The Scouts hung a yellow bag on
the front door of houses in all neigh-
borhoods in the borough and picked
them up the following week. “We are
happy to be able to provide food for
needy families, especially during
holiday periods, when the rest of us
take so much for granted,” Pastor
Belden said.

Big Read Lecture Series
To Commence Feb. 28

Barry Mitterhoff

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Big Read
will continue at the Scotch Plains
Public Library next Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28, with the first of a series of
lectures designed to provide context
and richer understanding of the book
the community will
read and discuss, “In
the Time of the Butter-
flies” by Julia Alvarez.
The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

That evening at 7
p.m., Jahaira Arias of
Rutgers University
will present “The
Dominican Republic
in the 20th Century,”
the period of
Dominican history in
which the real-life
events that Alvarez fictionalized took
place, including the prelude to, and
aftermath of, General Trujillo’s 30-
year dicatorship, which ended in
1961. A Doctoral student in the
department of history at Rutgers
University, Ms. Arias specializes in
the history of Latin America.

The lecture series also will in-
clude the following, all beginning
at 7 p.m.:

Monday, March 4, “Protest Art”
– Andrea Karanik, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Wednesday, March 6, “Beisbol –

The World of Dominican Baseball”
– Eric Fisher, sportswriter.

Thursday, March 21, “The Latin
American Novel as History” – Pro-
fessor David Blackmore, New Jersey
City University.

Thursday, April 11,
“The Women in Julia
Alvarez’s Fiction” –
Professor Grisel Lopez-
Diaz, New Jersey City
University.

Monday, April 22,
“Butterflies in Art” –
Andrea Karanik, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School.

In addition to the lec-
tures, The Big Read in-
cludes music, art
projects, book discus-

sions and festivities at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, as well as interdiscipli-
nary studies for students in kindergar-
ten through grade 12 in district schools.

Managed by Arts Midwest, the
Big Read is an initiative of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts de-
signed to restore reading to the cen-
ter of American culture.

The Big Read partners welcome
all participants to the many free
events planned through mid-June.
More information may be found at
scotlib.org and on the library’s Big
Read blog, bigreadsppl.tumblr.com/
.

‘Y’ Yoga Fundraiser
To Aid Strong Kids

WESTFIELD – In celebration of
this Sunday, February 24, being
World Yoga Day, the Westfield Area
“Y” will hold its third annual “Yoga
Fundraiser” from 4:15 to 7 p.m. that
day to benefit its Strong Kids Cam-
paign.

The program will be held at the
Main “Y” Facility, located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. All pro-
ceeds will support the Strong Kids
Campaign, which ensures that no
one who is experiencing a bona fide
financial hardship is turned away
for the inability to pay for programs
or memberships.

This year’s event will focus on
chakras, which according to yoga
philosophy are the seven centers of
spiritual energy in the human body.
Participants will experience two-and-
a-half hours of yoga sessions. Every-
one will begin together for an hour,
then select two of the four shorter
workshops, and reunite for a closing.

The opening program will cover the
seven chakras and their intermingling
in the physical and spiritual body. The
four breakout sessions will dig deeper
into the chakras, allowing attendees to
select those that most interest them.
The closing will include a variety of
relaxation modes. The $25 contribu-
tion also will include a two-week free
pass to all yoga classes at the Westfield
Area “Y.”

Interested persons may register
online, at the “Y” Welcome Center or
through a “Y” fitness instructor. For
further information, call Jean White
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 246,
or e-mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Westfield
Monday, February 11, a truck driver

reported that he was the victim of an
assault that occurred in the down-
town area during an altercation with
another individual whose motor ve-
hicle, the other person claimed, was
being blocked by the truck. Accord-
ing to police, the two entered into a
verbal altercation that turned physi-
cal. No injuries were reported and no
arrests were made, authorities said.

Tuesday, February 12, Moses
Coley, Jr., 57, of Roselle was picked
up at the Middlesex County jail on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for
$299. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and posted
bail.

Tuesday, February 12, Alexsander
Leon, 26, of Clark was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for
$219 after turning himself in at po-
lice headquarters. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 12, Christopher
Remigio, 33, of Roselle Park was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Clark Street. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of the 1000 block of Central
Avenue reported that someone un-
known had possibly gained entry to
her residence. According to police,
no signs of forced entry were ob-
served but the power to the residence
had been shut off.

Wednesday, February 13, Tiquana
Cabbell, 24, of Dunellen was arrested
at North Plainfield police headquar-
ters on open warrants from Westfield,
for $3,000; New Providence, for
$1,000, and Sayreville, for $198.
Cabbell was processed and held for
court.

Wednesday, February 13, after be-
ing stopped on Rahway Avenue near
West Broad Street for a motor vehicle
violation, Damien Price, 25, of
Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing Linden warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $200 bail.

Friday, February 15, Olga Leon-
Soto, 31, of Clark was arrested and
charged with DWI following an acci-
dent investigation on the 900 block
of West South Avenue. No injuries
were reported. Leon-Soto was re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 12, a resident

of Hetfield Avenue reported that
sometime during the day someone
damaged the windshield wipers on
her motor vehicle.

Tuesday, February 12, Joshua
Newberg of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop on East Second Street. Af-
ter Newberg failed multiple field so-
briety tests he was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of Pine Terrace reported that she
has been having an on-going dispute
with her neighbor who, she claims,
yells obscenities at her all the time.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of Jerusalem Road reported that
sometime overnight someone slashed
all four tires on his motor vehicle.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of West Broad Street reported
that someone had made approxi-
mately $1,500 in purchases on her
credit card without her authorization.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of Birch Street reported that
sometime overnight someone entered
his unlocked motor vehicle and re-
moved a GPS unit, valued at approxi-
mately $150.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of Maple Hill Road reported that
sometime overnight someone entered
his unlocked motor vehicle and re-
moved an iPod and jacket, valued at
approximately $200.

Friday, February 15, Rican
Osbourne, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on an outstanding $189

warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, February 15, Antonio
Malagon, 18, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on an outstanding $120
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters and released.

Friday, February 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her yard
and removed her mailbox, valued at
approximately $150.

Friday, February 15, a resident of
Lenape Way reported that sometime
overnight someone entered his un-
locked motor vehicle and removed a
GPS unit, valued at approximately
$90.

Saturday, February 16, Cherish
Payne, 26, of Colonia was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on an outstanding $363 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 12, Michael A.

Massimo, 34, of Roselle Park was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Wednesday, February 13, a resi-
dent of Deer Path came into police
headquarters to report that someone
had opened up a PayPal account us-
ing his identity and made a purchase
of a gift card in the amount of $1,175
on the Internet. According to police,
the PayPal account was cancelled
and a check of the gift card revealed
that it was cashed the same day it was
purchased.

Thursday, February 14, a resident
of Central Avenue was traveling in
the left lane of Route 22, East, when
she observed a black motor vehicle in
the right lane begin to enter the left
lane. According to police, the driver
honked at the other vehicle to alert
the operator, described as an elderly
female, but the elderly woman’s ve-
hicle sideswiped the victim’s vehicle
and then drove off without stopping.

Saturday, February 16, Raymond
E. Colon, 31, of Manville was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 for allegedly driving
with a suspended license. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Saturday, February 16, Malik A.
Howard, 33, of Irvington was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was processed
and released at the scene.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 13, Vincent

Chiles, 56, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
North and Hunter Avenues on an
active warrant out of Fanwood. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Thursday, February 14, Brian
McQueen, 40, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at LaGrande and Beech Avenues on
an active warrant out of Piscataway.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Friday, February 15, Jamil Powell,
23, of Newark was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Martine
and Pleasant Avenues on an active
warrant out of Newark. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Friday, February 15, June Dennis,
46, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at East 7th
Street and Terrill Road on an active
warrant out of Scotch Plains. She was
processed, posted bail and released.

Friday, February 15, Kendrick
Fulton, 43, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Oak Court on an
active warrant out of Roselle. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Saturday, February 16, Orlend Gil-
bert, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
180 block of South Avenue on an
active warrant out of Plainfield. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Hillside Man Is Charged
With Theft by Extortion

AREA – Authorities arrested a
Hillside man on February 15 and
charged him with third degree theft
by extortion, Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore J. Romankow an-
nounced.

A Berkeley Heights resident con-
tacted members of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office earlier this month,
saying a man had called her resi-
dence and claimed that he had infor-
mation of a criminal nature against
her son. The caller, later identified as
Lee Toucheque, 62, claimed to be
acting on behalf of the alleged victim’s
family and said that they would not
contact the authorities if the woman
made a $10,000 donation to a non-
profit organization.

After ending the initial call,
Toucheque contacted the Berkeley
Heights resident two additional times
the following day, February 6. At that
point, the woman contacted the
Prosecutor’s Office and an investiga-
tion was launched.

Later that same evening, Toucheque
arrived at the woman’s home seeking

the payment. An undercover officer
acting as the resident provided
Toucheque with an envelope and re-
ceived a receipt from the Burlington
County Taxpayers Association, bear-
ing his signature, in return.

After the interaction at the Berke-
ley Heights residence, the investiga-
tion continued and could not cor-
roborate Toucheque’s claims of there
being a victim, or of a crime occur-
ring. The investigation further re-
vealed that the Burlington County
Taxpayers Association is headquar-
tered at Toucheque’s Hillside address,
and filings show he runs the organi-
zation.

“This defendant was a fraud and
sought to profit on lies,” said Mr.
Romankow. “It is unclear why he
targeted this family.”

Toucheque works as a school trans-
portation driver and was arrested at
his place of employment. He was
transported to the Union County jail
for processing and was later released
on his own recognizance. A first court
appearance was to be scheduled.

Jahaira Arias


