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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

908.233.2225
www.anthonyjames.com

"My husband and I loved Anthony and his entire team from the beginning of our project
to the end. We have built several homes and have never been as satisfied as we were with
Anthony James.  The experience and organizational skills of this company is incompa-
rable.  We love our home, and are grateful and blessed to have worked with Anthony
James Construction”  (Westfield homeowner)

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Guns, Violence, Education; Taxing
Mode Pits People Against People

Della Fera Announces Reelection
Bid for Westfield Council, First Ward

Fifty days have passed since the
shootings in Newtown. We’ve heard a lot
of politicians and others calling for stricter
gun control. So far it has been all talk but
God knows we need to tighten back-
ground checks and reinstate the ban on
assault weapons. We also need to address
mental health issues. While addressing
these issues is necessary, some of the
problems causing this increase in vio-
lence is rooted much earlier in the human
life cycle and is the outcome of our mis-
placed priorities.

Very simply, we need to look at how
we are educating our children today and
how we fund public education. Funding
our schools through local taxes pits people
against people and not only are our chil-
dren losing out but so is our population as
a whole. Perhaps if our politicians wit-
nessed first hand for themselves our
schools they could make better decisions
that would benefit everyone.

 For the past year and a half, I have
been privileged, yes privileged, to serve
as a substitute teacher in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School system. I have witnessed
some phenomenal teachers dedicated to
their profession, genuinely interested in
and for their students, who are striving to
make a difference in their student’s lives.
They are doing this even as our politi-
cians vilify, and demean them as the
source of the problems plaguing our
schools today.

If anything good can possibly be drawn
from the horrible situation in Newtown
perhaps it was the heroic roles teachers
played in trying to protect their students
in the face of overwhelming depravity.
For those of you who have children in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District,
count yourselves fortunate because I have
seen equally dedicated teachers here who
are passionate about what they are doing
for your children.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood is fortunate to
have their share of gifted and talented
students; the kind that all teachers love to
teach; the ones we know will grow up to
be successful in whatever they choose to
do. But there are also those who are “just”
average, those who are struggling and
those with learning issues whose self-
esteem is being worn down through no
fault of their own. These are the students
I am more concerned about.

To lay the blame on these students, or
their teachers is to miss the point. It is a
systemic problem and if we really want to
lessen the chances of future Newtown’s
from occurring, then we need to begin
tackling the problems inherent in sys-
tems that are antiquated; that are not
taking advantage of what we now know
about different learning styles and dis-
abilities.

Teachers cannot possibly meet all their
students’ needs when they have 20 to 25
or more students in a class. For the major-
ity of students, class sizes of 20 to 25 are
fine but for others more individual teach-

ing is essential. It’s not that these students
are any less intelligent than the others,
but they have learning styles that require
special emphasis.

In his book, “Outliers,” Malcolm
Gladwell writes about how the systems
we create enable some individuals to
excel while they also prevent others from
having their talents uncovered and devel-
oped. Whether it is education, sports or
the arts we need to develop every child’s
talents so that they can reach their poten-
tial. Obviously no system will be com-
pletely fail-safe; however, there is no
question in my mind that we can do
better.

It would be wonderful if we had unlim-
ited resources, but we don’t and as long
as we fund public education primarily
through local taxes we won’t. Still, our
priorities are too often misplaced and
then we justify them by scapegoating.
We blame teachers and say they’re
underworked and self-serving. We blame
students and say they are lazy or lack the
intellectual capabilities to excel. Neither
is necessarily true.

What is most distressing is that rather
than being places where learning is val-
ued for itself, our systems have created
schools where winners and losers are
being produced. When individuals fall
through the cracks, their self-esteem is
shattered and their productivity can be
lost forever. The answers to addressing
their needs will never come from vilify-
ing teachers, or throwing up our hands
claiming such students are simply lost
causes. To do so, will only compound our
problems later on, and other systems,
justice or otherwise, will ending up ab-
sorbing additional expenses down the
road.

No system will ever prevent all chil-
dren from falling through the cracks. I am
not some kind of Pollyanna thinker who
believes otherwise, but I do believe each
young person deserves our best efforts.
Politicians who simplify the problem by
blaming educators will never be part of
the solution. We need politicians, com-
munities and parents to work with our
educators and not just to get better test
scores, but to reach out to those students
who are on the edge. We need more
teachers and better-equipped aides. The
future of our life together depends on it.

Perhaps the time has come to recog-
nize our children as the gifts they are and
also to recognize the men and women
who have dedicated themselves to edu-
cating the next generation as the profes-
sionals they are. Further we need to give
them the tools, the training and adequate
personnel to accomplish what we expect
of them. And maybe, just maybe, we will
lessen the probability of future individu-
als seeing their lives as hopelessly lost;
maybe keeping them from acting out in
violence to themselves and to others.

The Rev. Alan C. French
Scotch Plains

It has been both my pleasure and my
privilege to represent the people of the
First Ward on the Westfield
Town Council. Westfield con-
tinues to be the envy of other
communities. We are a desir-
able place to live and raise a
family, and a premier destina-
tion in the region for shopping,
dining and entertainment. My
family and I have been proud to
call Westfield our home for 17
years. We enjoy its excellent
school system, its vibrant and
award-winning downtown and
its charming neighborhoods. As
a member of the Town Council, my focus
has been, and will continue to be, to
protect and preserve our exceptional qual-
ity of life.

Because I believe that I can continue to
be an effective advocate for the residents
of Westfield’s First Ward, I will be ask-
ing them for another term as their coun-
cilman this November. During my cur-
rent term, I have been available to and
engaged with residents, and I have helped
to manage the town’s affairs responsibly.

Most important, I have been responsive
to the needs of my constituents, listening

to their concerns, providing
helpful information and assist-
ing with the resolution of prob-
lems whenever practicable.

Although Westfield has faced
unprecedented challenges over
the past few years – natural,
financial and otherwise – we
have overcome them together
with the help of strong and ca-
pable leadership. If elected, I
will continue my commitment
to provide the local services
that we deserve and have come

to expect, in as cost-effective a manner as
possible, and I will continue to aggres-
sively advocate on behalf of First Ward
and all Westfield residents. I remain ready,
willing and able to do the work necessary
to maintain Westfield’s distinctive char-
acter and financial well-being, and I look
forward to making our town an even
more special place to live.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield Councilman

Fake Farmers Receive An Abusive
98 Percent Property Tax Break

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Jennifer Beck (R-
11, Monmouth) and Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester)
to prevent abuse of the state’s farm-
land assessment law has been re-
ported favorably by the Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

“This bill modernizes the law to
better ensure that only those who
actively work the land receive the 98
percent property tax break on their

property,” said Asw. Beck. “After sev-
eral years of advocacy on this issue, I
am pleased that we are moving closer
than ever to strengthening this law.
Fake farmers receive an inappropriate
tax benefit at the expense of their
neighbors and violate the public trust.”

The legislation, S- 589, was ap-
proved by the full Senate last year. A
2010 series by the Asbury Park Press
enumerated many of the abuses of
and deficiencies in the current law.

Rep. Holt Announces Upcoming
‘Community Office Hours’

Editor’s Note: As of January this year,
most of Scotch Plains and all of Fanwood
are in 12th Congressional District.

WEST WINDSOR – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) on Tuesday an-
nounced an upcoming series of
“Community Office Hours” in towns
throughout Central New Jersey.

Members of Rep. Holt’s staff will
be available to assist residents who
are having problems with Social Se-
curity, Medicare, Medicaid, the VA,
U.S Citizenship and Immigration
Services, or any other federal agency.
Staff also will be available to provide
information on federal grants and
contracts, acquiring flags flown over
the U.S. Capitol, and more.

The office hours are intended to
provide an easy, accessible way for
residents to receive help. Those who
are unable to attend may seek assis-
tance at any time by calling 1-87-
RUSH-HOLT (1-877-874-4658).

Community Office Hours will run
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at each location.

February 19, Milltown Public Li-
brary, 20 West Church Street, Milltown.

February 21, North Brunswick
Municipal Building, 710 Hermann
Road, North Brunswick.

February 26, Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood.

February 28, Scotch Plains Public Li-

brary, 1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains.
March 5, Old Bridge Public Li-

brary, 1 Old Bridge Plaza, Old Bridge.
March 7, Hopewell Borough Hall,

88 East Broad Street, Hopewell.
March 14, Pennington Borough Hall,

30 North Main Street, Pennington.
March 16, South Brunswick Mu-

nicipal Building, 540 Ridge Road,
Monmouth Junction.

March 21, Hopewell Township
Municipal Building, 201 Washington
Crossing-Pennington Road, Titusville.

March 26, Monroe Public Library,
4 Municipal Plaza, Monroe.

March 28, Dunellen Public Library,
100 New Market Road, Dunellen.

Manville Public Library, 100 South
10th Avenue, Manville.

April 11, Cranbury Municipal Build-
ing, 23A North Main Street, Cranbury.

Plainfield Public Library, 800 Park
Avenue, Plainfield.

April 16, Jamesburg Public Library,
229 Gatzmer Avenue, Jamesburg.

April 18, Ewing Branch of the Mercer
County Library, 61 Scotch Road, Ewing.

South River Borough Hall, 48
Washington Street, South River.

April 23, Plainsboro Municipal Build-
ing, 641 Plainsboro Road, Plainsboro.

April 30, Franklin Public Li-
brary,  485 DeMott  Lane,
Somerset.

Disqualify A Person Named On The
FBI Terrorist Watch List

It’s basic common sense – no gun
licenses for those on the FBI Terrorist
Watch List. It is also the basis of key
legislation included in a comprehensive
Assembly Democratic bill package on
gun violence prevention.

Let’s face it. Any discussion on gun
violence can be an emotional issue ripe
with disagreement, but one would think
the concept- no gun permits for terror-
ists- would be a slam dunk with everyone
charged with representing the public in-
terest. Shockingly, this is not so.

When a bill I sponsored to keep guns
out of the hands of those named on the
national Terrorist Watch List came up for
consideration, many Assembly Republi-
cans voted against it.

One Republican lawmaker likened the
bill to a “communist witch hunt,” and
others showed their dissent by either vot-
ing no or abstaining against the bill.

Terrorists are on the Watch List be-
cause their intentions to harm people and
property are well-known.

Consider this: more than 200 people
suspected of ties to terrorism bought guns
into the U.S. in 2010 alone. Those 247
people who were allowed to buy weap-
ons did so after going through required
background checks.

As U.S. Sen. Frank Lautenberg once
put it, “There’s no reason we shouldn’t
be able to stop a terrorist from buying a
dangerous weapon in the United States.”

My bill, quite simply, would statuto-
rily establish a specific safeguard to dis-
qualify a person named on the consoli-
dated Terrorist Watchlist maintained by

the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
Terrorist Screening Center from being
issued either a firearm’s identification
card or a permit to purchase a handgun.

While current law provides for the
issuance of a firearms identification card
or permit to be denied to any person if it
“would not be in the interest of the public
health, safety or welfare,” the serious and
potentially threatening nature of a person
named on the Terrorist Watchlist war-
rants a separate statutory provision deny-
ing that person’s capability to lawfully
obtain a firearm in this state. An ag-
grieved person who is denied a permit
under the bill would have the right to
request a hearing in Superior Court to
appeal the denial.

This is the bottom line: We should
never underestimate what a terrorist may
or may not do.

We, as Americans, have experienced
too much violence in the past two de-
cades, devastating and life-changing. Our
children or communities have endured
much more than deserved. Today, it seems
as one community heals another is just
beginning the process at the hands of
senseless acts of gun violence.

Strengthening statutes to better protect
our communities is simple logic. What
we do, as legislators, should protect the
people of New Jersey. We must at all
times and all costs do what best for the
people of New Jersey. Nothing can make
more sense than that.

Asw. Linda Stender
Scotch Plains

Sam Della Fera


