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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Status Quo on Gun Violence Must
Change, The World Is Watching

Westfield Councilman Haas Supports
MAIG, ‘Mayors Against Illegal Guns’

Rep. Holt: We Can’t Afford to Go
Back To Broken Health Care System

Thank You to The Young Man
Who Shoveled My Sidewalk

Thomson Review of
Choral Arts Concert

Was Most Unfortunate
The “review” by Barbara Thomson

of the recent Choral Arts Society
concert was most unfortunate. She
heavily criticized the students for their
performances, calling for the Choral
Arts Society only to hire professional
musicians.

How discouraging to the students
whom one must hope will not thus be
discouraged from pursuing a career
in music! The performing arts flour-
ish when students are encouraged in
their work.

Barbara Thomson failed to say that
her husband is a professional musi-
cian. Here is a very considerable con-
flict of interest that puts into question
the impartiality of her “review.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

On Saturday, February 9, someone
shoveled my sidewalk as well as my
front walk and I never knew it! Two
different people came to my door that
day offering to shovel my sidewalk
and I had to turn them both away
since I had no cash in the house. After
the second young man came to the
door, I explained my situation to him,
closed the door and headed upstairs
to clean. After two and a half hours of
vacuuming, dusting and listening to

very loud music, I came downstairs
to check the mail and saw that my
sidewalks had been shoveled! I can
only imagine that whoever did it must
think I knew they were out there and
ignored it...I feel absolutely terrible.

If you know who cleared my side-
walks, please drop me a line and let
me know, I would like to thank them
in person.

Lisa Richlin
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
from Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) is in
response to the letter by Albert Muller
published in the February 7, 2013
edition of this newspaper.

Last week’s edition of this paper
included an open letter that Albert
Muller sent to me sharing his views
on health care reform. I am grateful
to Mr. Muller for writing and appre-
ciative to the editors for publishing
my address in each edition so that
others may write as well. Please know
that I personally read and respond to
every one of the 30,000 or so letters
about legislative issues sent to me
each year.

By now Mr. Muller should have
received my reply addressing his
thoughts in detail, but in this more
public venue, I want to share a brief
overview of my perspective on health
reform.

I voted for health reform because
nobody in America should face need-
less illness or death just because they
don’t have access to a doctor. At its
most basic level, health reform will
ensure that nearly everyone in
America can afford health insurance
– regardless of their income, their
age, or any pre-existing illness or
condition.

How does the law accomplish this?
Beginning next year, insurance com-
panies will be prohibited from deny-
ing you coverage or charging you
sky-high rates just because you hap-
pen to be sick or elderly or unem-
ployed or poor. Health reform also
ensures that, if your income is too
low for you to afford health insur-
ance on your own, you still can gain
coverage, either through a state-run
program such as Medicaid or through
subsidized insurance on the private
market. And the law does this in a
fiscally responsible way. The non-
partisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice shows that health care reform

will reduce the federal deficit while
providing coverage to 33 million
Americans who are living without
health insurance.

Although health reform has not yet
been fully implemented, it already is
working in important ways. For ex-
ample, young adults now can stay on
their parents’ health insurance plans
up to the age of 26. Women no longer
face discriminatory higher premiums
or lower benefits. Millions of seniors
and other Medicare beneficiaries have
received a $250 rebate check to help
with high prescription drug costs.
Additionally, more than 40 million
Medicare beneficiaries are now eli-
gible for a free annual visit to their
doctor and have free preventative
health care, including cancer screen-
ings.

As for Mr. Muller’s assertion that I
voted to impose the new law on con-
stituents while excluding myself, that
is incorrect. There are only 535 people
in all America who must obtain their
health coverage through the govern-
ment-run insurance marketplace, we
members of Congress. That’s fine
with me.

Some have offered thoughtful ideas
for ways to improve upon health re-
form, and surely the law, like every
major American law, will be revised
and refined over time. But to those
who seek to abolish health reform’s
most fundamental guarantee – that
every American should have access
to health coverage – I simply say this:
I respectfully disagree. Health re-
form is already working, and as it is
fully implemented in the next few
years, I believe it will work even
better. What we can’t afford now is to
go back to the broken system that
served America so poorly for so many
decades.

Rep. Rush Holt (D)
12th Congressional District

I urge Mayor Skibitsky to join
Mayor Bloomberg’s coalition of
Mayors Against Illegal Guns
(MAIG). This is a bipartisan group of
mayors supporting moderate mea-
sures to limit gun violence in our
communities. I also strongly support
our council passing the model ordi-
nance distributed by the MAIG.

We were all affected by the shock-
ing violence at Newtown, Conn. -
December 14th. The town council
and mayor received several e-mails
from parents concerned about their
children’s safety at their schools. The
mayor and the superintendent of
schools issued a joint communica-
tion about the procedures and pre-
paredness of the schools if such an
incident were to occur here. Clearly,
as a community where raising fami-
lies is at the core of who we are, this
issue is of deep concern and one that
directly affects our residents.

We cannot pass local laws to di-
rectly impact gun violence. The resi-
dents appearing before the council
the past two weeks, instead, asked
the mayor to join the mayors of
Fanwood, Cranford, Scotch Plains,
Madison, Milburn, Morristown and
many others as a member of MAIG
and to lobby our federal officials for
moderate measures to lessen gun vio-
lence. I asked the council to pass the
MAIG model resolution supporting
these same principles:

Increased reporting of mental
health records into the NICS data-
base; passage of The Fix Gun Checks
Act in the United States Congress;
legislation to get military-style weap-
ons and high-capacity magazines

away from our community and
schools; and passage of legislation
that would make gun trafficking a
federal crime.

These are widely supported and
moderate measures. In a recent poll,
96 percent of N.J. Residents overall
and more than 90 percent of those in
homes with a gun supported uniform
background checks. The poll found
high support for limiting access to
assault weapons (69 percent) and high
capacity magazines (70 percent). The
MAIG website states, “We support
the Second Amendment and the rights
of citizens to own guns. We recog-
nize that the vast majority of gun
dealers and gun owners carefully fol-
low the law.” No one is suggesting
taking away the right to own a gun.

Unfortunately, rather than joining
with these mayors, or passing a reso-
lution that included some of the prin-
ciples, the mayor introduced and the
council passed its own resolution
which in my view offers little more
than a weak statement that we oppose
gun violence. The resolution calls for
state and federal legislators to pass
legislation to prevent gun violence
and residents to provide input to the
governors NJ SAFE task force. The
mayor refused to join MAIG. Given
the years of debate on this issue and
the wide public support for these
specific regulations we could hardly
have done less. I hope my colleagues
on the council and the mayor will re-
think their positions and join me in
telling our representatives that we’ve
seen enough gun violence.

David Haas
Westfield Councilman

As a senior and grandmother of
four, I view the current gun-control
debate with sadness and a stark sense
of unreality.

Since 1981 when James Brady,
press secretary to President Reagan,
was permanently disabled to a 1993
shooting spree on the Long Island
Railroad which resulted in the death
of Carolyn McCarthy’s husband and
her son being permanently injured to
the massacre at Columbine in 1999,
we have become a more violent soci-

ety. More recently, the shootings in
Tucson (Gabby Giffords) Aurora
(movie theatre), the Sikh Temple in
Wisconsin, Oikos University in Oak-
land, Calf., Virginia Tech and Sandy
Hook elementary school. Since Sandy
Hook there have been over 1700 kill-
ings including the tragic shooting of
Hadiya Pendleton in Chicago, Janu-
ary 2013.

The rate of people killed by guns in
the United States is 19.5 times higher
than similar countries. Can we as the
beacon to all the world do better? I
think we can. The time is now to
notify our legislators that the status
quo of gun violence in our country
must change. The whole world is
watching us.

Rosemarie Dazzo
NJ Residents for Action

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ctenidium – Respiratory organ of a

mollusk
2. Adminicle – Help; support
3. Conculcate – To trample under foot
4. Banian – A Hindu trader or mer-

chant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ANATREPTIC
1. Refuting; defeating
2. Having the shape of a funnel
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Unable to secrete saliva

BEZAN
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

CHIRAGRA
1. Gout in the hand
2. A handkerchief
3. A fish net
4. Strong beer or ale

STRIGINE
1. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Pertaining to an owl
4. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles

Democrats Should Have Looked
West For Next County Freeholder

The Union County Regular Democratic Organiza-
tion, as is the official title on election ballots, last
week unveiled its candidates for the 2013 Primary
Election in June. The news is that Dan Sullivan will
not be seeking reelection after 19 years as a Union
County Freeholder. At the top of the Democratic
ticket this year will be Gubernatorial hopeful Bar-
bara Buono, a state senator from Metuchen.

Looking back at his tenure, Freeholder Sullivan
was never afraid to speak his mind. He chaired the
board three times in addition to stints as vice-
chairman and as fiscal affairs committee chairman,
a post he holds this year. While we have not always
agreed with his or the board’s positions, such as on
long-term municipal contracts at the county’s gar-
bage incinerator or the county’s high amount of
borrowing, we do recognize that Mr. Sullivan has
made his mark on the board.

We believe he has made the appropriate decision
to step down so he can concentrate on running the
county’s utilities authority. This also gives someone
else the chance to step to the plate and serve this
county as a freeholder. We wish Freeholder Sullivan
well in the future.

The county Democrat bosses have chosen new-
comer Sergio Granados, the president of the Eliza-
beth Portugal Day Parade Committee, to fill Mr.
Sullivan’s seat come January 2014. While we do not
know of Mr. Granados, we feel the party lost a
golden opportunity to look to towns to the west – like
Summit, Westfield, New Providence or Berkeley
Heights – for the next freeholder. Why is it that
Elizabeth has to hold two seats? Isn’t this an at-large
board? Westfield pays about 11 percent of the county
tax, or $32 million, with Summit paying 10 percent,
or just under $31 million. In our view, these towns on
the western section of the county need a voice.

Was Westfield Councilman David Haas given any
consideration for this freeholder seat? He happens to
be a Democrat, so that should have made him accept-
able to the party boss. He also happens to be quali-
fied and independent thinking. Perhaps that was his
demise.

Currently, the freeholders’ hometowns include
Cranford, Elizabeth (2), Fanwood, Linden, Plainfield,
Roselle, Springfield and Union.

Based on the overwhelming voter registration
majority Democrats hold in urban cities in Union
County, it is doubtful, in our view, that Republicans
will be able to pick up a seat anytime soon.

There is no balance on the board – a lot of urban but
little suburban. Those who pay much of the bills are
excluded; east meets west? Two-party government
would be a welcomed change. But we are not going
to hold our breath.

Over the last few years a splinter group calling
itself Democrats for Change has run candidates in
the Democratic Primary Election, but has been com-
ing up on the losing end – that is, if they even get to
the Primary. Last year, Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi ruled the Change slate did not have the
required 100 signatures of registered Democrats in
the county and threw the candidates off the Primary
ballot. Will the Change ticket challenge the organi-
zation line this year? Will any other Democrats run
against the party? After all, the Primary has become
the de facto county election.

Will Republicans make a legitimate run at free-
holder this year on the heels of Governor Chris
Christie’s reelection bid?

Will anyone run against incumbent state senators
and assembly members in the Primary?

April 1 (an appropriate April date?) is the filing
deadline for the Primary.

Lance Statement On
Senator Lautenberg

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Re: Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg’s decision not
to seek another term in the United
States Senate:

“I express my deep appreciation
for Senator Lautenberg’s more than
three decades of distinguished public
service to the State of New Jersey and
the nation. While we may not have
always agreed on public policy is-
sues, I have long admired the
Senator’s tenacity and tireless work
ethic on behalf of the people of New
Jersey. I look forward to continuing
to work with him during the 113th
Congress.”

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)

Holt Statement On
Senator Lautenberg

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Re: Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg’s decision not
to seek another term in the United
States Senate:

“There is no one in New Jersey
history quite like Frank R.
Lautenberg. He is a true champion
for New Jersey, an effective advocate
and skillful politician, and someone
who has never forgotten his roots or
the valuable role that government
can play in helping people.

“It is a privilege to continue work-
ing with Frank on so many issues,
from preventing harassment in
schools to promoting research and
development to keeping our trains
and buses safe.

“As Frank has said himself, much
work remains to be done over the
next two years. In particular, America
will be a safer and better place when
more in Congress listen to Frank’s
longstanding, relentless, and passion-
ate pleas to stop gun violence.

“Frank remains a terrific friend to
New Jerseyans and to me.”

Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12, D)

See more letters on page 5

ONE WORD,
“PLASTICS”

Will Lautenberg Be Called Out
Of Retirement a Third Time?

We remember the first time Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D)
retired in 2000. Heading toward election defeat in 2002,
Senator Robert Torricelli (D) was mired in a scandal and
resigned. Arguably past the legal deadline, Sen. Lautenberg
was called in to pinch hit for “The Torch.”

We wish Senator Lautenberg well in his second retire-
ment. We muse whether he will be called back into duty
again to replace Senator Bob Menendez (D), who is being
investigated by the FBI and the Senate Ethics Committee

on allegations that he accepted trips (and other things)
from a Florida campaign donor.

With the exception of former NBA great Bill Bradley
(D), New Jersey has not had much success with U.S.
Senators. Another Senator, Harrison Williams (D), who
was born in Plainfield and for a time lived in Westfield,
served time in a federal prison after the FBI snared him for
bribery and conspiracy in the Abscam sting operation
during the 1970s.


