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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

•

•

This Is Westfield  2013
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 41st Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

A HUMANTARIAN…Union County Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter, right,
and from left, Freeholders Vernell Wright, Bette Jane Kowalski, Bruce Bergen
and Mohamed Jalloh congratulate Ella Teal, center, on receiving the Chester
Holmes Humanitarian Award. Ms. Teal, executive director of the Urban League
of Union County, received the honor during the First Annual Union County
Black History Month Celebration on February 15 at Union County College in
Elizabeth. The freeholder board created the award in honor of the late, former
Freeholder Chester Holmes.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Vote on Revised Internet
Gaming Bill on Feb. 26

TRENTON – Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) and As-
sembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34,
East Orange) have announced their
intention to adopt the changes made to
A-2578/S-1565 under Governor Chris
Christie’s conditional veto as quickly
as possible so that Internet gambling
can be adopted here in New Jersey.

“Internet gaming will be a crucial
boost to Atlantic City as we continue
our efforts to revitalize the area. The
economic benefits to the region will
mean additional revenue, additional
jobs, and additional growth,” Sen.
Sweeney said.

He said the Senate and Assembly
are expected to move forward to
adopt the governor’s conditional veto
on Tuesday, February 26.

“We need to keep New Jersey’s
gaming industry modern and com-
petitive, and that means allowing care-
fully regulated Internet gaming,”
Assembly Speaker Oliver added.

Senator Raymond J. Lesniak (D-
20, Elizabeth), a prime sponsor of
the legislation, said: “Internet gam-
ing will provide a lifeline to New
Jersey casinos by producing more
jobs and additional revenue. It will
help casinos recover from the gam-
ing losses that have plagued them
in recent years. It could even save
some casinos from closing their
doors. At the same time, it will
contribute to the state’s economic
recovery and generate more rev-
enue for state programs for seniors
and the disabled.”

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce 

that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 

Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will 

present to the public a free seminar entitled, “Everything You Need To Know 

About Divorce” on Thursday, March 14, 2013 at the Temple Emanu-El in 

Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, March 16, 2013 at the Holiday Inn in Clark, 

New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for almost 40 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, 

explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital 

agreements, separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, 

alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed 

financial and child related circumstances, how the current economic 
climate will impact divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the 

law governing civil unions.   

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an 

alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the 

potential for significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully 

protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 

you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free 

Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 

of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2013
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2013
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com

(908) 233-6030

Call us today for a

FREE Dental Exam!*

WestfieldAnimal.com

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

357 South Ave E.
Westfield, NJ 07090

Caring for your Dogs, Cats, Birds, & Exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental

House Calls & Boarding Available

Follow us on Facebook!

*Offer expires March 31, 2013. Limited to oral exams only.
If other medical issues are found during this exam regular fees will apply.

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick DVM, FADV
Kathleen Neumann, DVM

Ronald Swist, DVM

Assembly Panel OKs Package
Of Gun-Control Bills

The state Assembly Laws and Rules
Committee last week approved a 20-
bill gun control package after a seven-
hour hearing packed with mostly gun-
control advocates. The bills received
mostly support from Democrats.

According to northjersey.com, the
bills would “reduce ammunition
magazines to 10 rounds, ban armor-
piercing and 50-caliber bullets, pro-
hibit Internet or mail-order ammuni-
tion sales, require background checks
for private gun sales and allow fire-
arms to be seized if a mental health
professional determines a patient
poses a threat.” The bills now head to
the Assembly floor, where they are
expected to be up for a vote today,
Thursday, February 21. The state
Senate has not considered the bills.
The full Senate meets on Tuesday,
February 26.

N.J. to Receive $1.9 Mil.
From Toyota Settlement

New Jersey will receive $1.9 mil-
lion as part of a multi-state settlement
with the Toyota Motor Company that
resolves allegations the company
concealed safety issues related to
sudden, unintended acceleration in
vehicles it manufactured and sold,
state Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
said last week.

As a result of the New-Jersey-led
investigation, Toyota has agreed to
pay a total of $29 million to 29 states
and one U.S. territory, and to make
changes in both its corporate culture
and corporate chain of command
designed to help avoid such situa-
tions in the future.

A complaint filed along with the
settlement alleges that Toyota en-
gaged in unfair and deceptive prac-
tices by failing to report a known
safety issue – namely a tendency of
certain Toyota and Lexus models —
to accelerate unexpectedly.

Officials Charged With Hiding
Contaminant in Water Supply
Two executives of the East Orange

Water Commission were indicted last
week on charges they falsified water
reports by shutting down contami-
nated wells prior to monthly water
tests to report lower levels of con-
taminants to customers in East Or-
ange and South Orange, The Record
reported.

According to a pres release on the
Attorney General’s website, Harry
Mansmann, 58, of Lawrenceville, the

commission’s executive director and
William Mowell, 51, of Wyckoff, the
assistant executive director and engi-
neer, were charged in the indictment
with conspiracy (2nd degree), mul-
tiple counts of official misconduct
(2nd degree), pattern of official mis-
conduct (2nd degree), unlawful re-
lease of a toxic pollutant (2nd de-
gree), multiple counts of violating
the New Jersey Safe Drinking Water
Act (3rd degree), violating the New
Jersey Water Pollution Control Act
(3rd degree), and tampering with
public records or information (3rd
degree).

Second-degree crimes carry a sen-
tence of five to 10 years in state
prison and a fine of up to $150,000,
while third-degree crimes carry a sen-
tence of three to five years in state
prison and a fine of up to $15,000,
according to the press release.

Birdsall Employee Pleads
Guilty to Fraudulent Scheme
A second employee of Birdsall

Services Group, a large Monmouth
County-based engineering firm
which has a contracts with Union
County among many others, has
pleaded guilty to participating in a
scheme in which the firm fraudu-
lently avoided the restrictions of New
Jersey’s Pay-to-Play Act by disguis-
ing illegal corporate political contri-
butions as personal contributions of
employees of the firm, state Attorney
General Jeffrey Chiesa has an-
nounced.

In addition to the two employees
who have pleaded guilty, a third em-
ployee, former Executive Vice-Presi-
dent Thomas Rospos, faces a pend-
ing indictment in the case, Mr. Chiesa
said.

Eileen Kufahl, 48, of Bradley
Beach, pleaded guilty on February
12 to a fourth-degree charge of mak-
ing prohibited corporation contribu-
tions through employees. Under the
plea agreement, Ms. Kufahl must
forfeit $17,119, the total of the politi-
cal contributions she made under the
scheme, which were allegedly reim-
bursed to her by Mr. Rospos. The
state is recommending that Ms.
Kufahl be sentenced to probation.

Poll: Menendez Not Hurt By
Potential Donor Scandal

A newly released Monmouth Uni-
versity/Asbury Park Press Poll has
found that while two-thirds or 68
percent of New Jersey voters who
took part in the poll have heard about

Senator Robert Menendez’s (D-N.J.)
potential donor scandal involving the
Senator’s trips to the Dominican Re-
public on a Florida donor’s plane,
few have formed an opinion on Sen.
Menendez’s involvement in any po-
tential illegal or unethical activity.

Just 24 percent believe he was in-
volved in wrongdoing while 11 per-
cent say he was not. Another 65 per-
cent don’t know enough to form an
opinion or have not heard about the
issue at all, according to Monmouth
University/Asbury Park Press Poll
press release.

Overall, 28 percent of voters say
the tips leading to the investigation
were likely to have been politically
motivated compared to 12 percent
who say they were not, while 60
percent have no opinion or are un-
aware.

“Right now, the unfolding story
has not hurt Senator Menendez’s
standing among New Jersey voters,
in part because very few voters have
been following it all that closely,”
said Patrick Murray, director of the
Monmouth University Polling Insti-
tute.

Currently, 41 percent of Garden
State voters approve of the job Sen.
Menendez is doing, 31 percent dis-
approve and 28 percent have no opin-
ion.

Bill Would Help Towns Absorb
Loss of Major Business Taxpayer

Assemblyman Ralph R. Caputo (D-
28, Belleville) has introduced legis-
lation that would help New Jersey
municipalities absorb the devastat-
ing impact to property tax rates that
occurs when a major business pulls
up stakes and relocates out of the
town or the state.

The “Corporate Disinvestment
Property Tax Relief Act” (A-3807)
stems in large part from the June 2012
announcement by the drug maker
Roche to end their 80-plus year pres-
ence in Nutley, a move that cost New
Jersey nearly 1,000 jobs and has de-
nied Nutley $9 million in property
taxes – almost 10 percent of what the
municipality collects annually.

Under the bill, qualifying munici-
palities would be required to send an
application for aid to the state Division
of Local Government Services. Any
municipality receiving this aid would
be required to use it to reduce the
school and municipal portions of the
town’s overall property tax burden.

Assembly OKs Bipartisan
Human Trafficking Bill

Bipartisan legislation (A-3352)
sponsored by Assemblyman Ron
Dancer (R-12, Jackson) and Assem-
blywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Westfield) that addresses the issue of
human trafficking in New Jersey has
been approved by General Assembly.

GOP to Honor Bagger,
Others at Lincoln Reception

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Repub-
lican Committee of Union County is
holding its annual “Lincoln Day Re-
ception” in honor of one of America’s
greatest Presidents tonight, Thurs-
day, February 21, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
L’Affaire in Mountainside. The com-
mittee is honoring individuals for
their service to the GOP party.

The Co-”Elizabeth Cox Volunteers
of the Year” are Summit GOP Chair-
woman Lisa Allen and Elizabeth
Baamonde, the chair of the Union
County Young Republicans, based in
large part upon their leadership in party
building and hosting of campaign train-
ing programs. This award honors the
memory of Elizabeth Cox, former Sum-
mit GOP chairwoman, Assembly-
woman, and women’s rights activist.

The “Bob Franks Elected Official
of the Year” is Berkeley Heights
Mayor Joseph Bruno for leading a
secession movement from Union
County as well as his close personal
contact with residents during
Superstorm Sandy. The  award hon-
ors the memory and Union County
resident Bob Franks, who served as a
Representative to the U.S. Congress,
Assemblyman and State Republican
chairman. The “Martin Luther King
Jr. Courage Award” will be presented
to Rahway GOP vice-chairman and
2012 Republican National Committee
Delegate Ronald Perry. The “Abraham
Lincoln Leadership Award” will be
presented to Richard H. Bagger,

former Westfield mayor, assembly-
man, state senator and chief of staff
to Governor Chris Christie. For in-
formation, call (908) 789-0200 or
e - m a i l
unioncountygop@comcast.net.
Tickets are $75 and checks may be
made payable to “RCUC” and may
be purchased at the door.


