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Dan Sullivan to Retire as
Freeholder At End Of ‘13

Community Activist Joins
Primary Freeholder Slate

COUNTY – Nineteen-year Union
County Freeholder Daniel Sullivan
has announced he will not run for re-
election to the Freeholder board, and
will leave office at the end of his sixth
term on December 31.

Mr. Sullivan, a Freeholder who re-
sides in Elizabeth, was originally ap-
pointed in 1995 to complete a one-year
term. He is the longest-serving member
of the board, and has served as chairman
and vice-chairman of the board.

“I have enjoyed serving the public
as a freeholder and I am proud of the
contributions and achievements that
I have been able to make with my
colleagues on the board,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “I feel the time is now
right for me to retire from elected
office.”

“I will miss the camaraderie with
my colleagues, and I thank the public
for their continued support through-
out this time,” said Mr. Sullivan, who
will continue to serve the public as
executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority. Mr.
Sullivan did not receive a Freeholder
salary since he began work at the
UCUA in 2011. He was paid $130,000
upon being named UCUA executive
director in August 2011. “I also wish
to thank our department directors and
county family of employees for their
work in implementing many impor-
tant programs the public needs.”

Charlotte DeFilippo, the Union
County Democratic Party chairman, also
thanked Mr. Sullivan for his efforts.

“As a freeholder, Dan was a cham-
pion for progressive Democratic
causes and fought for many improve-
ments in raising the quality of life for
the residents of Union County,” Ms.
DeFilippo said.

Mr. Sullivan, who specialized in
development and transportation is-
sues, said he enjoyed planning, craft-
ing and shaping major governmental
initiatives across the board. He is the
2013 chairman of the board’s fiscal
affairs committee.

“Dan has a gift for being able to
understand complex issues, and for
problem solving,” County Manager
Alfred Faella said. “He can also com-
municate complex ideas in very un-
derstandable terms to the public. He
will be greatly missed.”

During his tenure, the board
marked the initiation and comple-
tion of the Union County College
Kellogg building in Elizabeth, Park
Madison project in Plainfield, a new
parking garage and office develop-
ment in Elizabeth, Froehlich Public
Safety Building in Westfield, ex-
pansion of Wakefern in Elizabeth,
and various transportation improve-
ments that included the expansion
of Newark Liberty International Air-

port, and shuttle service on Route
22. The county also saved more than
300 acres of green space in the state’s
most densely populated county,
while opening up major recreational
parks in Scotch Plains, Clark and
Berkeley Height as part of its Open
Space, Recreation, and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, and the cre-
ation of the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Mr. Sullivan, a former Elizabeth
Board of Education member, also
championed education projects in-
cluding the expansion and improve-
ments at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools and Union
County College.

He also served twice as the chairman
of the North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority, which allocates federal
funding for transportation projects.

COUNTY  – Regular Democratic
Organization of Union County Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo last
Thursday announced the candidate
slate that will carry the Democratic
banner in the Primary Election this
June.

“Once again, we are truly blessed
with a great team of public servants
in Union County,” Ms. DeFilippo
stated. “I am excited to formalize
what we’ve been planning for weeks
– giving Senator Barbara Buono our
complete and unquestionable sup-
port (for governor). Along with Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich and Freeholder
candidates Linda Carter, Bette Jane
Kowalski, and new-comer Sergio
Granados, we’re ready for the Pri-
mary Election and ultimately victory
in November.”

Following the announcement that
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan is retir-
ing at the end of the year, the Demo-
cratic organization tapped Mr.
Granados, an Elizabeth resident and
community activist, to run on the
ticket this year. Incumbent Freeholder
and current Board Chairwoman Linda
Carter from Plainfield, and incum-

bent Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
from Cranford round out the Demo-
cratic slate. Mr. Granados is presi-
dent of the Elizabeth Portugal Day
Parade Committee.

“It’s an incredible honor,” Mr.
Granados stated. “When my grand-
parents migrated to America from
Portugal, they worked tirelessly to
ensure a better future for their family.
Similarly, my father migrated here
from El Salvador and worked hard to
ensure I have opportunities. Public
service and investing in education
have always been a top priority in my
family. If I’m fortunate enough to be
elected to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, I’ll keep those
priorities front and center.”

State lawmakers running for re-
election on the Democratic ticket in-
clude state Senator Raymond Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth), Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20, Union), Assem-
blywoman Annette Quijano (D-20,
Elizabeth), Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22, Linden), Assemblyman
Gerald Green (D-22, Plainfield), and
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22, Fanwood).

Committee OK’s Bramnick
Plan to Improve School Safety

TRENTON  – The Assembly Law
and Public Safety Committee has
approved Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick’s (R-21, Westfield) bi-
partisan proposal to improve school
security throughout New Jersey.

“The bipartisan School Security
Task Force will combine top school
safety experts who will make sure
New Jersey schools are doing every-
thing possible to keep our children
safe,” Asm. Bramnick said.

The committee approved a substi-
tute for A-1613, which Asm. Bramnick
has sponsored since 2008. It has bi-
partisan support. The 15-member Edu-
cational Security Task Force would
assist the New Jersey Department of
Educational Security Task Force in
developing security guidelines and
standards for public schools.

“Our goal is to help schools pre-
pare for any emergency that might
arise,” Asm. Bramnick said. “We need
to know which security measures
work well and whether our schools
have any deficiencies that can be

strengthened before a tragedy occurs.”
The task force would consist of the

state education commissioner, Home-
land Security and Preparedness di-
rector, Schools Construction Corpo-
ration CEO, legislators and public
members – both educators and school
security experts.

Members would not be compen-
sated and would submit recommenda-
tions to the State Board of Education.

PSE&G Warns Customers
Of Fraud Scam Calls

REGION – PSE&G is alerting its
customers not to be defrauded by a
scam in which individuals misrepre-
senting themselves as PSE&G em-
ployees threaten to turn off electric
and gas service if payment is not
made to them that day.

The scam involves payments using
Green Dot MoneyPaks and seems to

be targeting Hispanic neighborhoods
in PSE&G’s service territory, accord-
ing to a PSE&G press release.

Here is how the scam works: A
Spanish-speaking individual pretend-
ing to be a PSE&G employee calls
customers saying they “work for
PSE&G in the disconnect collection
department.” They tell customers their
utility service will be discontinued
unless they make a payment using a
prepaid debit card.

Customers are told to purchase a
Green Dot MoneyPak at any conve-
nience store, use cash to put money
onto the card, and then provide the
number on the card to the person who
called them. Customers are advised
that if they do not immediately call
back and provide the MoneyPak in-
formation, their service will be turned
off that day.

Typically, after the customer pro-
vides that MoneyPak number, the
scammer transfers the funds to a pre-
paid card, and cashes it in at an ATM,
PSE&G said.

When PSE&G makes an outbound
phone call to customers, the caller ID
will identify the call as coming from
PSE&G and customer-specific infor-
mation is shared with the customer. If
customers do not receive the correct
pieces of information, they likely are
not speaking with a PSE&G repre-
sentative. If customers feel uncom-
fortable and they know they have an
outstanding balance that needs to be
resolved, they should hang up and
call PSE&G at 1-800-436-7734 or
visit a local PSE&G Customer Ser-
vice Center. Service Centers are open
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. with locations listed on cus-
tomer bills and online at
www.pseg.com/centers.

PSE&G is working with law en-
forcement to investigate the matter
and is also reaching out to its contacts
at local community service agencies
asking them to spread the word to
their clients.

Shackamaxon Hires
Executive Chef

SCOTCH PLAINS  –
Shackamaxon Country Club has an-
nounced the hiring of David Werner
as executive chef.

As executive chef, Mr. Werner will
develop seasonal menus for
Shackamaxon’s members and guests
and will work with clubhouse man-
ager David Ruas.

Chef Werner studied environmen-
tal science at Dartmouth University
and of the arts at the Art Institute of
Denver. He began his culinary train-
ing in Denver and then moved on to
sous chef positions at Aspen restau-
rant and Mio Sogno in Philadelphia.
In 2005, he was named executive
chef of the Mompou Tapas Bar in
Newark. He also served as consulting
executive chef at Market Restaurant
in Montclair and introduced the “farm
to table” dining concept at the Com-
missary Restaurant in Tappan, N.Y.

Chef Werner also created culinary
experiences for large functions and
weddings while working with the
Glazier Group in Manhattan and the
South City Group in New Jersey.
Most recently he served as executive
chef at Celebrate at Snug Harbor.

Shackamaxon Country Club of-
fers four venues for dining and cock-
tails exclusively for members and
guests: Tilly’s Turn, The Grill Room,
The Outdoor Terrace, and the 1916
Bar.

Shackamaxon Country Club is
owned and operated by an affiliate of
RDC Golf Group, Inc.
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1,700 Guns Turned In
During Essex Buyback

REGION  – Attorney General Jeffrey
Chiesa has announced that more than
1,700 guns were turned in by Essex
County residents during a state-spon-
sored gun buyback event held at a total
of six churches in five Essex municipali-
ties this past Friday and Saturday.

The number of guns obtained in
the Essex County buyback brings to
5,400 the total number of firearms
collected to date as a result of three
state-led gun buybacks.

March 1 Deadline to
Apply for Assistance
TRENTON  – Just two weeks re-

main for Hurricane Sandy survivors
in New Jersey to register for potential
recovery assistance with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). The deadline is Friday,
March 1 at 10 p.m. local time by
phone and at midnight for those who
register online.

March 1 is also the deadline to
return applications to the U.S. Small
Business Administration for low-in-
terest disaster loans, which is the
primary source of federal funds for
long-term rebuilding.

The quickest way to apply for an
SBA disaster home or business loan
is filling out an online application at
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela.

New Jerseyans who applied for
federal disaster assistance are urged
to stay in touch with FEMA and
SBA. Applicants can track their claims
and should notify FEMA and SBA of
changes to their mailing addresses,
phone numbers or e-mail addresses.

To date, more than $358.1 million
in grants has been approved for home
repairs or replacement, rental assis-
tance and other needs. Another $446.7
million in SBA low-interest disaster
loans has been approved for more
than 6,400 homes and businesses.

Survivors can register online at
www.DisasterAssistance.gov, via
web-enabled phone or tablet at
m.fema.gov until midnight March 1.
New Jerseyans can also register by
telephone until 10 p.m. March 1 via
FEMA’s toll-free numbers: 1-800-
621-3362 or TTY 1-800-462-7585.
Those who use 711-Relay or Video
Relay Services can call 1-800-621-
3362. Recovery assistants remain
available from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.

DEMOCRAT TICKET... The Regular Union County Democratic Organization
met recently to select their candidate slate for state and county offices.  See story
at left.


