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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years
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Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, Department of Parks
and Community Renewal. She has
spent most of her career working in
various cultural and New Jersey in-
stitutions of higher education, includ-
ing part time at the Newark Museum,
Montclair Art Museum and the Coo-
per Hewitt, National Design Museum,
Smithsonian Institution in New York
City.

The Westfield Historical Society is
a non-profit organization, the mis-
sion of which is to preserve and en-
courage interest in history, Westfield
and its residents through educational
efforts and community outreach pro-
grams. The Reeve House serves as
the organization’s headquarters, mu-
seum and history and cultural center.

More information on this program
is available by calling the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-1794.
For more information about the
Westfield Historical Society or to join
via credit card, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
click on the membership link at the
bottom of the page.
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WF Zoning Bd. OKs Parking
Plan at UBS, Verizon Bld.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The zoning board
of adjustment had a busy agenda
last Wednesday evening with eight
applicants.

The first applicant, Red Realty,
LLC, UBS and Verizon, of 109
North Avenue, came before the
board seeking to install signage
contrary to the town zoning code.
Their attorney, Jim Flynn, outlined
the parking problem the businesses
have. Matt Power, an employee of
the company that manages the prop-
erty, joined him along with UBS
branch manager and planner Jim
Watson.

The witnesses told the board that
parking has been a problem in the
lot adjoining the building. Local
shoppers and commuters park in
the lot, limiting parking spaces for
clients of UBS. According to Mr.
Power, Verizon, which is a tenant in
the building, has hired a security
guard to help deal with the prob-
lem. Verizon also has designated
spaces for its workers, Mr. Power
said.

Mr. Watson asked the board to
approve a plan based on the square
footage in the building, which will
determine the number of spaces
needed by UBS. The plan will re-
quire signage designating the spaces
for UBS customers. The applicants’
proposal gives the bank 31 spaces
and Verizon six spaces. Mr. Watson
cited the parking lot at Trader Joe’s
on Elm Street, which has desig-
nated spaces for Wells Fargo secu-
rities, which also is located in the
building. The board approved the
plan with the condition that if a
change was to take place in the
future the applicant would have to
come back to the board for ap-
proval.

Jeffrey and Kristen Davidson of
600 Salter Place were approved to
construct a second-story addition.
The ordinance restricts a maximum
building height at two-and-a-half

stories, where the applicants’ plan
is three stories. The couple also
wants to add a front porch.

Sita Souto, a neighbor of the ap-
plicants, told the board she would
feel overshadowed in her house with
a three-story home next door. Joe
Valentine, who also is a neighbor,
said he wants to keep the character
of the neighborhood intact. The
board, however, felt the new design
was in keeping with the neighbor-
hood and approved the application.

Lerner, David, Littenberg,
Krumholz and Mentilk, of 600
South Avenue, was approved to
construct a monument sign on the
property. The ordinance permits one
freestanding sign only if the depth
of the yard, in which the sign is
located, is at least 20 feet. The ap-
plicant proposed two freestanding
signs (one existing) in a yard with a
depth of 10 feet. Architect Kurt
Kalafsky told the board that a three-
by-five-foot sign would be placed
facing East Broad Street to help
clients find the office. The sign will
have brushed stainless steel letter-
ing and supports. He said the build-
ing is modern style, not Colonial.

Hugh Richard Covington of 709
Clark Street was approved to con-
struct a second-story addition with
another bathroom. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel said, “It looks
like a minor request and is keeping
with the neighborhood.”

Ernest and Pamela Clarke of 622
Maye Street were approved to con-
struct a second-story addition. They
intend to double the size of their
kitchen and add a powder room to
the first floor. The second floor will
have a full bath and three bedrooms.

David McLaren and Chiara
Golbusera of 515 First Avenue were
approved to construct a second-
story addition. The applicants said
they want to install a new bathroom
and add some windows to the back
of the house.

Dan and Laura Weinstein of 1445
Grandview Avenue were approved
to construct first- and second-story
additions. The ordinance requires a
two-car garage, where the
Weinsteins proposed a one-car ga-
rage.

Cheryl and Dan Arzewski of 164
Landsdowne Avenue were approved
to construct a one-story addition.
The applicants said they would like
to add some windows to the home.

The next zoning board meeting
will be on Monday, March 11, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD TO SEE YA…Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) greets Assembly-
man John DiMaio (R-23, Hackettstown)  during a light social event hosted by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) for members of the state Legisla-
ture at his Westfield home last Friday.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH...Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, awarded
framed prints of the old Fanwood Train Station to the Volunteers of the Month,
Tracy Wright, left, and Katherine Dreyer, founders of the Little Shoebox
Project.

students and parents.
Mr. Veniger did note that district

math testing results were higher
across the board with the Everyday
Math.

It had been previously noted by
Board Vice-President Nancy Bauer
that the Curriculum Committee had
recommended to keep the Everyday
Math curriculum that had been in
place and that the committee had
also recommended that the materi-
als used for the program be upgraded
to the 2012 version. It was also noted
that currently the district uses the
programs from 2004 and 2001.

Mrs. Bauer stated that the new
program “matches well with the
program from 2004 and 2001 and is
a better fit for the district that the
2007 program from six years ago.”

The next Board of Education
meeting will be held tonight, Feb-
ruary 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the admin-
istration building on Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.
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WF Council Hears Finance
Report; Honors Rescue Squad

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, Councilman Sam Della
Fera reported that the finance com-
mittee met on both Saturday and
Tuesday and has now prepared a
rough draft of the 2013 budget.

“This year is shaping up to be a
lot less of a challenge than years
past,” Councilman Della Fera said.
“We’re in very good shape.”

He told the council that the com-
mittee met with both the police and
fire chiefs, and will be meeting with
the head of the Public Works De-
partment shortly. Councilman Della
Fera said he expects the budget to
be completed in the next few weeks.

Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan
praised Councilman Della Fera say-
ing that he has, “guided the ship in
the roughest of seas” and that “you
have done just as well, if not bet-
ter,” than past chairs of the finance
committee.

During the public meeting, the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
was given a proclamation com-
memorating March in its honor and
encouraging residents to support
the all-volunteer organization. In
2012 the squad answered 2,510
emergency calls and volunteers
gave more than 30,000 combined
hours. The squad receives no tax-
payer funds for their operations.

“The town truly cherishes the vol-
unteer work you do,” Acting Mayor
Neylan told the squad members in
attendance.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion awarding the contract for ani-
mal control services to Animal Con-
trol Solutions. The town is sharing
the service with Summit and New
Providence, which allows each town
to save on costs. Last year the town
began sharing services with the
other municipalities, ending their
longtime relationship with Associ-
ated Humane Societies and saving
nearly $16,000.

Additionally, a resolution was
passed allowing the town to enter
into a shared services agreement

with Franklin Township for survey-
ing services. According to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea,
Westfield’s employee will perform
the work with town equipment.
Franklin Township will be billed
hourly for the work performed,
which Mr. Gildea said would di-
rectly offset the cost of the sur-
veyor position.

In attendance at the meeting were
members of Boy Scout Troop 72
who observed the meeting as part
of their Citizenship in Community
merit badge.

Absent from the meeting were
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Fourth
Ward Councilman Keith Loughlin.

The council also held closed ses-
sion to discuss Sunnyside v. Town
of Westfield, a builders remedy law-
suit; and NJDEP v. Occidental
Chemical Corporation, a lawsuit in-
volving Westfield’s sewerage pro-
vider.

ings and issue a recommendation
based on those findings. If the com-
mission determines the merger is
warranted by a reduction of expen-
ditures, the question will then be
put before residents of both mu-
nicipalities, who will vote either
for approval or rejection.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling for one-seat-ride ser-
vice to Manhattan via the Raritan
Valley rail line. Commuters along
this route currently must change
trains at Newark to continue on to
Manhattan, thus causing delays of
more than 35 minutes round trip.

NJ Transit is in the process of
acquiring 36 duel-engine locomo-
tives with the intent of easing com-
muters’ travel time. However, NJ
Transit has not specified which lines
will receive the new trains, nor the
means by which they will decide.

The resolution passed by the
council calls for NJ Transit “to un-
dertake a transparent process” for
its deployment of these locomo-
tives.

At the opening of the meeting,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr wel-
comed members of Webelos Cub
Scout Pack No. 98, who were
present to fulfill a requirement for
their Citizenship badges.

“They are a wonderful group of
young men from the fourth grade in

Scotch Plains and Fanwood com-
munity,” stated Mayor Mahr. The
Scouts led the assembly in the
Pledge of Allegiance and then ob-
served the borough council during
the meeting in order to gain an
understanding of local government
in action.

The council then issued multiple
proclamations involving various
subjects.

Officials first recognized
Fanwood resident Naomi Shor on
her 100th birthday. “I had the dis-
tinct honor to attend a 100th birth-
day party,” stated Mayor Mahr. “It
was wonderful to see. And to say
these women and men who are turn-
ing 100 don’t look 100 or act 100 is
really amazing to me.” The mayor
proclaimed January 25, Ms. Shor’s
birthday, as Naomi Shor Day.

Council President Russell Huegel
read into the record the next procla-
mation declaring February as
“Black History Month.” Similarly,
recently elected council member
Dan Levine read into the record a
proclamation declaring March as
“Youth Art Month.”

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m.
at Fanwood Borough Hall. For more
information on the borough, visit
fanwoodnj.org.
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station that he hopes will be opera-
tional by mid-May. The station,
which will be found at 530 on the
a.m. dial, will be used to broadcast
emergency messages in the vent of
power and cable outages as well as
non-emergency community activi-
ties, the mayor said. Superstorm
Sandy “taught us a lesson about
communication,” he said, adding
that discussions with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion are also planned to gauge their
level of interest in being involved
with the new station.

In his report to the council, Town-
ship Manager Henry Underhill said
bids for this year’s bulky waste
clean-up had been rejected and ex-
pressed confidence that re-bidding
will take place and a contract
awarded in time for the June pro-
gram to take place on time. He also
said a review of township buildings
by Remington, Vernick and Vena
Associates, the township’s new en-
gineering consultants, began last
week with electrical experts inspect-
ing facilities in advance of struc-
tural engineers examining build-
ings this week. During the upcom-
ing municipal budget meetings, the
analyses of the buildings will be
discussed in more detail.

Mr. Underhill said he hopes to
have debris from Superstorm Sandy
cleared from the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property by the end of March.
He also said applications for reim-
bursement of some of the more than
$1 million in expenses related to
the late October storm had been
submitted to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BLACK HISTORY…Ethel M. Washington, author of the book “Union County
Black Soldiers and Sailors of the Civil War,” speaks with Lee Perry, Robert
Wendel and Nancy Priest of the Westfield Historical After her presentation
“Black Soldiers and Sailors of Union County” at the Reeve House on Saturday.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEETING OF THE MINDS…William Palatucci, a Republican national com-
mitteeman, and Richard Bagger, former chief of staff to Governor Chris Christie,
both of Westfield, chat during an informal social thrown by state Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) at his home Friday night.

WF BOE Unveils Preliminary
Budget of $96.4 Million
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education, on Tuesday
evening, introduced its preliminary
budget for the 2013-2014 school year
of $96,402,166, with $86,360,678
coming from the local tax levy. On
paper there appears to be a $2 million
decrease from last year’s $98,568,381
budget. Business administrator, Dana
Sullivan explained that money was
recently added from a reserve ac-
count to the current budget to cover
purchase orders carried over to this
year and for maintenance and secu-
rity.

During a power point presentation,
Ms. Sullivan said the priorities for the
year are class size, cost effective plan-
ning, enrollment needs, a literacy ini-
tiative, technology, facilities, profes-
sional development, and security. She
also said 89 percent of the budget is
derived from the local tax levy, with
very little state and federal aid. The
board expects to find out the amount
of state aid the district will get on
Thursday, February 28.

Most of the school budget is money
earmarked for salaries and benefits,
with the balance divided between other
areas, such as transportation, athlet-
ics, maintenance, debt service, ad-
ministration, co-curricular, and facili-
ties. Ms. Sullivan stressed the point
that this is a draft budget and with state
aid the numbers will change.

On Tuesday, March 5, the board is
expected to adopt the tentative bud-
get. On Thursday, March 7, the bud-
get is due to go to the Union County
Executive Superintendent’s office. On
Tuesday, March 19, the board will
again have a budget presentation and
discussion followed by a special
meeting and public hearing to adopt
the final budget on Thursday, March
21. All board meetings are held 7:30
p.m. in the board room of the admin-
istration building at 302 Elm Street.

In other business, Board President
Richard Mattessich awarded certifi-
cates to Westfield High School (WHS)
students Jonathan Clancy, Alex
DiFabio and Clayton Beyert who have
been chosen to be members of the
Regional Ensemble. Mr. Mattessich
said, “Clearly there is a lot of talent
here.”

The board awarded a professional
service contract in the amount of
$2,284 to Gregory Blasi, an architect
with Palimpest Achitectural Design
of Westfield, to design an outdoor
classroom for Tamaques Elementary
School.

The board accepted a gift of $3,600
from the Theatre Guild of Westfield
to be used by the WHS drama depart-
ment for productions. The board also
accepted gifts from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts to be used as
follows: $700 for Don Thieberger of
the Platypus Pottery School to present
master classes at WHS, $1,000 to be
used for the new Winter Guard pro-
gram at the high school, and $500 to
be used for two guest clinicians to
work with the WHS Wind and Jazz
Ensembles.

Linda King, supervisor of the
district’s fine arts programs, gave a
power point presentation on using a
new rubric as a method to assess a
student’s growth in the arts on a
monthly basis and by using technol-
ogy as an instruction tool.

Lincoln School will hold an addi-
tional registration date on Thursday,
February 28, from 1 to 3 p.m. for
children who will become eligible
for kindergarten in the 2013-2014
school year. This applies to all chil-
dren who are Westfield residents and
will reach age 5 by October 1, 2013.
For appointments and information,
parents may call (908) 789-4455. For
information regarding documents
needed to register, parents may con-
sult the district’s website at
www.westfieldk12.org/lincoln.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEDESTRIAN INJURED…Emergency responders prepare to transport Roger
Carroll, 68, of Westfield to University Hospital in Newark shortly after noon
February 13, after he was struck by a motor vehicle while crossing North Avenue,
West.


