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Scotch Plains-Fanwood AM
Radio Station Approved

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Federal
Communications Commission has
approved a license for a community
access radio station to be used by
Scotch Plains and Fanwood to broad-
cast emergency and other informa-
tion, Tom Kranz reported.

Both Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin
Glover and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced they had applied
for the license at their respective in-
augurations on January 1, 2013. On
February 16, the FCC granted the
local community access license
jointly to the two municipalities. The
main purpose is to broadcast emer-
gency information to citizens in the
event of power, cable and other out-
ages.

Plans are under way to secure the
necessary equipment to program the
station and transmit the signal. Acti-
vation is now scheduled for mid-
May, 2013, at which time listeners
may tune to 530 AM to hear the
broadcasts.

“We are extremely pleased to be
able to offer this service to our citi-
zens,” said Mayor Glover. “It was the

last available license in this area. We
submitted our application immedi-
ately after Superstorm Sandy, giving
us a leg-up on other applicants.”

“The radio station gives us another
tool to communicate effectively with
our residents,” said Mayor Mahr. "In
the event of a power outage that cuts
off cable and web access, residents
will be able to use an AM portable or
car radio to tune to 530 to hear regu-
lar updates on conditions impacting
the communities. We learned during
Sandy that the more ways we can
communicate during times of crisis,
the better."

While emergency broadcast will
be the primary mission of the station,
it will also serve during non-emer-
gencies to broadcast community ac-
tivities.

Both Mayors touted the station as a
shared service at a time when they are
discussing a shared police depart-
ment and other services to save money
for taxpayers of both towns.

The Mayors also support getting
the Board of Education involved in
the station project.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CIVIL WAR FACTS…Ethel M. Washington, author of the book “Union County
Black Soldiers and Sailors of the Civil War,” gives a talk on black soldiers and
sailors of the Civil War at The Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center
Saturday afternoon. The event was organized by the Westfield Historical Society.

WF Historical Society Hosts
Black History Exhibit

WESTFIELD — In celebration of
Black History Month and the nation’s
commemoration of the sesquicenten-
nial of the Civil War, the Westfield
Historical Society is host-
ing an exhibit donated by
Ethel M. Washington en-
titled “Union County –
Black Soldiers and Sailors
in the Civil War.”

The exhibit will be dis-
played at the Reeve House
History and Cultural Re-
source Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, through March
2013. On February 16, a special gal-
lery talk was given by Ms. Washing-
ton to kick off the exhibit.

The nation’s four-year (2011-2015)
commemoration of the sesquicenten-

nial of the Civil War and the Emanci-
pation of enslaved Americans began
on April 12, 2011.

The exhibit will showcase people
of African descent (blacks
and mulattos) from the
“West Fields” and surround-
ing Union County who were
actively engaged in the war
for their freedom and their
right to citizenship. On dis-
play are portraits of Union
County black and mulatto
soldiers and sailors who en-
listed in the regiments of the
United States Colored

Troops (USCT), as well as in white
regiments raised in Union County.

Ms. Washington currently serves
as History Programs coordinator,
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Ethel Washington

NETWORK FOR HOPE…Bob Coloney’s Children’s Network for Hope held a
fundraiser at Molly Maguire’s in Clark over the weekend.  Local pubs and
philanthropists donated to the cause and public officials bartended to raise
money. Bloody Calan’s  entertained the crowd by playing bagpipe rock all day.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOCAL MATTERS...The Scotch Plains Township Council met Tuesday to discuss
local matters and answer questions from residents. Pictured, left to right, are: Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella, Mayor Kevin Glover and Councilman Louis Beckerman.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
EARNING A BADGE...Cub Scout Weebolo Pack 98, made up of fourth grade students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools, attend the Fanwood Borough Council meeting on Tuesday night to earn their Citizen Badge. Pictured with the
Scouts are Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council President Russell Huegel.

SP-F BOE Agrees to Update
Everyday Math Program

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
agenda setting meeting for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education held last Thursday
evening, members agreed to pass a
resolution that will continue the use
of Everyday Math and update the
curriculum’s resources.

John Veninger, the district’s math-
ematics supervisor, gave a demon-
stration regarding the success of
the Everyday Math program out-
lining the “hands on approach” that
the curriculum supports.

According to Mr. Veninger’s
PowerPoint display, many elemen-
tary students use a variety of visual
aids such as cubes and stacking
blocks to reinforce math concepts
and make the program more “user-
friendly” to students. He noted that
the math programs for the district
as a whole gives students “abstract
and quantitative reasoning abilities”
while working on “reasoning abili-

ties and perseverance in solving real
world problems.”

Board members Jeanne Cleary
and David Gorbunoff supported the
Everyday Math program reporting
that their own children had been
through the program and had no-
table success in math. Mrs. Cleary
added that it was a hard program to
get used to in the beginning, as the
everyday math concepts are not the
same as she had learned when she
was in grade school, but that the
approach to learning the material
was positive for many students.

She added that the interactive ap-
proach to learning math was in her
opinion an asset for most students.

Mr. Gorbunoff also stated that
the program, originally adopted in
2000 has “come a long way” since
its first inception. He also stated
that the curriculum’s updates and
teachers’ training and now experi-
ence with the curriculum make the
program much more adaptable for
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SP Council Spars Over Rules and
Appointments, Insurance Broker

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday sparred a
bit over some of the specifics of its
procedural rules as well as the ap-
pointment of a new health insur-
ance broker for 2013.

At its conference meeting three
weeks ago, the council was split on
Mayor Kevin Glover’s proposal, as
part of the governing body’s rules
and regulations for its meetings, to
do away with readings of each reso-
lution being considered during the
council’s adoption of its new busi-
ness consent agenda. With the text

of all resolutions now available on
the township’s website, the mayor
said his intent was to “streamline”
the meeting process. Township At-
torney Judy Verrone said it was “al-
lowable” and consistent with what
was stated in the prior rules to ap-
prove that portion of the agenda en
masse without reading each title
aloud.

But Councilman William Vastine,
reiterating his concerns from three
weeks ago, said that “for the sake of
transparency,” each resolution
should be read so that residents
attending or watching the meetings
know what is being approved.

Democratic Councilman Michel
Marcus also raised concerns, as he
did three weeks ago, about the pro-
posal.

Prior to voting on the rules and
regulations governing its meetings,
the council also spent time discuss-
ing the definition of the term “ab-
stention” when votes are taken. Ms.
Verrone said that currently, when a
member abstains during a vote, it
could be viewed as a de facto “no”
vote while some common law views
abstentions as a “yes” vote. She
told the council that the New Jersey
Law Commission had studied this
question and recommended that ab-
stentions be seen as neither a “yes”
nor a “no” vote.

“Abstentions should be used in
very limited circumstance,” such as
when a council member has a con-
flict of interest,” Ms. Verrone said.

The council approved the rules
and regulations by a 3-2 vote, with
Mr. Vastine and Mr. Marcus voting
no. Mr. Marcus said he was under
the impression the council would
be debating the question of whether
or not to read aloud the titles of
each item on the new business con-
sent agenda, but Mayor Glover told
him the only matter being discussed
was the clarification of the defini-
tion of abstention.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Doyle Alliance Group as
the township’s 2013 health insur-
ance broker, but not before Coun-
cilman Vastine said he was
“troubled” by the process leading
to the appointment. Last month, the
council considered the appointment
but deferred action due to discrep-
ancies with Alliance’s original bid
of about $90,000. A revision was
submitted calling for fees of not
more than $48,000.

Mr. Vastine said this was the sec-
ond instance this year where a bid-
der was able to “get a second bite at
the apple” in order to win an ap-
pointment. “Those who were want-
ing to be chosen were chosen” after
being given the opportunity to re-
bid in order to be the lowest bidder,
Mr. Vastine charged. “The rules are
fixed a certain way.”

Mayor Glover responded that
Alliance’s fee was half the rate of
the previous health insurance bro-
ker, a point also made by Council-
man Louis Beckerman.

In other business, Mayor Glover
announced that the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC)
had approved a license for a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood emergency radio
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Fanwood Council Appoints
Study Commission Members

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Borough Council held its regular
monthly meeting this past Tuesday
evening.

The council approved multiple
resolutions. Among them was a
resolution appointing three
Fanwood residents to the Munici-
pal Consolidation Study Commis-
sion for Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
Anthony Di Battista, Joe Nagy and
borough council member Jack
Molenaar.

In 2007, the New Jersey state
Legislature passed the Municipal
Consolidation Act, allowing local
governments the option to study
and implement the merging of mu-
nicipalities to cut expenditures.

The Municipal Consolidation
Study Commission for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood is the body that
will determine the feasibility of
merging Scotch Plains and Fanwood
into one municipality by studying
how much money the merger could
potentially save the two towns.

The situation in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is unique in that the mu-
nicipalities’ citizens – not their lo-
cal governments – initiated the
merger movement and subsequent

commission in the form of a signed
petition.

The municipalities already share
a school district and there have been
recent discussions regarding merg-
ing the police forces.

Mr. Battista, Mr. Nagy and Mr.
Molenaar join Daniel Mc Carey of
Fanwood, Ann Saltzman of

Fanwood and alternate member Pat
Hoynes of Fanwood, as well as Fred
Lange of Scotch Plains, Don Parisi
of Scotch Plains and alternate Sa-
rah Dreikorn of Scotch Plains on
the commission.

The commission will consider the
merger proposal, release its find-
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