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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOOD TO SEE YA…Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) greets Republican
lawmakers  during a light social event hosted by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) for members of the state Legislature at his Westfield home last
Friday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MEETING OF THE MINDS…William Palatucci, a Republican national com-
mitteeman, and Richard Bagger, former chief of staff to Governor Chris Christie,
both of Westfield, chat during an informal social thrown by state Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) at his home Friday night.

three-story home next door. Joe Val-
entine, who also is a neighbor, said he
wants to keep the character of the
neighborhood intact. The board, how-
ever, felt the new design was in keep-
ing with the neighborhood and ap-
proved the application.

Lerner, David, Littenberg,
Krumholz and Mentilk, of 600 South
Avenue, was approved to construct a
monument sign on the property. The
ordinance permits one freestanding
sign only if the depth of the yard, in
which the sign is located, is at least 20
feet. The applicant proposed two free-
standing signs (one existing) in a
yard with a depth of 10 feet. Architect
Kurt Kalafsky told the board that a
three-by-five-foot sign would be
placed facing East Broad Street to
help clients find the office. The sign
will have brushed stainless steel let-
tering and supports. He said the build-
ing is modern style, not Colonial.

Hugh Richard Covington of 709
Clark Street was approved to con-
struct a second-story addition with
another bathroom. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel said, “It looks
like a minor request and is keeping

with the neighborhood.”
Ernest and Pamela Clarke of 622

Maye Street were approved to con-
struct a second-story addition. They
intend to double the size of their
kitchen and add a powder room to the
first floor. The second floor will have
a full bath and three bedrooms.

David McLaren and Chiara
Golbusera of 515 First Avenue were
approved to construct a second-story
addition. The applicants said they
want to install a new bathroom and
add some windows to the back of the
house.

Dan and Laura Weinstein of 1445
Grandview Avenue were approved to
construct first- and second-story ad-
ditions. The ordinance requires a two-
car garage, where the Weinsteins pro-
posed a one-car garage.

Cheryl and Dan Arzewski of 164
Landsdowne Avenue were approved
to construct a one-story addition. The
applicants said they would like to add
some windows to the home.

The next zoning board meeting
will be on Monday, March 11, at 7:30
p.m. at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.
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Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, Department of Parks
and Community Renewal. She has
spent most of her career working in
various cultural and New Jersey in-
stitutions of higher education, includ-
ing part time at the Newark Museum,
Montclair Art Museum and the Coo-
per Hewitt, National Design Museum,
Smithsonian Institution in New York
City.

The Westfield Historical Society is
a non-profit organization, the mis-
sion of which is to preserve and en-
courage interest in history, Westfield
and its residents through educational
efforts and community outreach pro-
grams. The Reeve House serves as
the organization’s headquarters, mu-
seum and history and cultural center.

More information on this program
is available by calling the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-1794.
For more information about the
Westfield Historical Society or to join
via credit card, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
click on the membership link at the
bottom of the page.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CIVIL WAR FACTS…Ethel M. Washington, author of the book “Union County
Black Soldiers and Sailors of the Civil War,” gives a talk on black soldiers and
sailors of the Civil War at the Reeve House Saturday afternoon. The event was
organized by the Westfield Historical Society.

SCHOOL CONCERT…Students from Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School
perform at the Wilson and McKinley Elementary School Orchestra Concert on
February 5.

bid in order to be the lowest bidder,
Mr. Vastine charged. “The rules are
fixed a certain way.”

Mayor Glover responded that
Alliance’s fee was half the rate of
the previous health insurance bro-
ker, a point also made by Council-
man Louis Beckerman.

In other business, Mayor Glover
announced that the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) had
approved a license for a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood emergency radio station that
he hopes will be operational by mid-
May. The station, which will be found
at 530 on the a.m. dial, will be used to
broadcast emergency messages in the
vent of power and cable outages as
well as non-emergency community
activities, the mayor said. Superstorm
Sandy “taught us a lesson about com-
munication,” he said, adding that
discussions with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education are
also planned to gauge their level of
interest in being involved with the
new station.

In his report to the council, Town-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FRIENDLY CHAT…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr poses with Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) during a light social event the Assemblyman
hosted for members of the state Legislature on both sides of the political aisle at
his Westfield home last Friday.

Fanwood Council Appoints
Study Commission Members

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council held its regular
monthly meeting this past Tuesday
evening.

The council approved multiple
resolutions. Among them was a reso-
lution appointing three Fanwood
residents to the Municipal Consoli-
dation Study Commission for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood: Anthony Di
Battista, Joe Nagy and borough
council member Jack Molenaar.

In 2007, the New Jersey state
Legislature passed the Municipal
Consolidation Act, allowing local
governments the option to study
and implement the merging of mu-
nicipalities to cut expenditures.

The Municipal Consolidation
Study Commission for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood is the body that will
determine the feasibility of merging
Scotch Plains and Fanwood into one
municipality by studying how much
money the merger could potentially
save the two towns.

The situation in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is unique in that the mu-
nicipalities’ citizens – not their local
governments – initiated the merger
movement and subsequent commis-
sion in the form of a signed petition.

The municipalities already share
a school district and there have been
recent discussions regarding merg-
ing the police forces.

Mr. Battista, Mr. Nagy and Mr.
Molenaar join Daniel Mc Carey of
Fanwood, Ann Saltzman of Fanwood
and alternate member Pat Hoynes of
Fanwood, as well as Fred Lange of
Scotch Plains, Don Parisi of Scotch
Plains and alternate Sarah Dreikorn
of Scotch Plains on the commission.

The commission will consider the
merger proposal, release its findings
and issue a recommendation based
on those findings. If the commission
determines the merger is warranted
by a reduction of expenditures, the
question will then be put before resi-
dents of both municipalities, who
will vote either for approval or re-
jection.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling for one-seat-ride ser-
vice to Manhattan via the Raritan
Valley rail line. Commuters along
this route currently must change
trains at Newark to continue on to
Manhattan, thus causing delays of
more than 35 minutes round trip.

NJ Transit is in the process of
acquiring 36 duel-engine locomo-
tives with the intent of easing com-
muters’ travel time. However, NJ
Transit has not specified which lines
will receive the new trains, nor the
means by which they will decide.

The resolution passed by the
council calls for NJ Transit “to un-
dertake a transparent process” for
its deployment of these locomo-
tives.

At the opening of the meeting,

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr wel-
comed members of Webelos Cub
Scout Pack No. 98, who were
present to fulfill a requirement for
their Citizenship badges.

“They are a wonderful group of
young men from the fourth grade in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood com-
munity,” stated Mayor Mahr. The
Scouts led the assembly in the
Pledge of Allegiance and then ob-
served the borough council during
the meeting in order to gain an
understanding of local government
in action.

The council then issued multiple
proclamations involving various
subjects.

Officials first recognized
Fanwood resident Naomi Shor on
her 100th birthday. “I had the dis-
tinct honor to attend 100th birthday
party,” stated Mayor Mahr. “It was
wonderful to see. And to say these
women and men who are turning
100 don’t look 100 or act 100 is
really amazing to me.” The mayor
proclaimed January 25, Ms. Shor’s
birthday, as Naomi Shor Day.

Council President Russell Huegel
read into the record the next procla-
mation declaring February as
“Black History Month.” Similarly,
recently elected council member
Dan Levine read into the record a
proclamation declaring March as
“Youth Art Month.”

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m.
at Fanwood Borough Hall. For more
information on the borough, visit
fanwoodnj.org.

curricular, and facilities. Ms.
Sullivan stressed the point that this
is a draft budget and with state aid
the numbers will change.

On Tuesday, March 5, the board
is expected to adopt the tentative
budget. On Thursday, March 7, the
budget is due to go to the Union
County Executive Superintendent’s
office. On Tuesday, March 19, the
board will again have a budget pre-
sentation and discussion followed
by a special meeting and public
hearing to adopt the final budget on
Thursday, March 21. All board
meetings are held 7:30 p.m. in the
board room of the administration
building at 302 Elm Street.

In other business, Board Presi-
dent Richard Mattessich awarded
certificates to Westfield High
School (WHS) students Jonathan
Clancy, Alex DiFabio and Clayton
Beyert who have been chosen to be
members of the Regional Ensemble.
Mr. Mattessich said, “Clearly there
is a lot of talent here.”

The board awarded a professional
service contract in the amount of
$2,284 to Gregory Blasi, an archi-
tect with Palimpest Achitectural
Design of Westfield, to design an
outdoor classroom for Tamaques
Elementary School.

The board accepted a gift of

$3,600 from the Theatre Guild of
Westfield to be used by the WHS
drama department for productions.
The board also accepted gifts from
the Westfield Coalition for the Arts
to be used as follows: $700 for Don
Thieberger of the Platypus Pottery
School to present master classes at
WHS, $1,000 to be used for the new
Winter Guard program at the high
school, and $500 to be used for two
guest clinicians to work with the
WHS Wind and Jazz Ensembles.

Linda King, supervisor of the
district’s fine arts programs, gave a
power point presentation on using a
new rubric as a method to assess a
student’s growth in the arts on a
monthly basis and by using tech-
nology as an instruction tool.

Lincoln School will hold an ad-
ditional registration date on Thurs-
day, February 28, from 1 to 3 p.m.
for children who will become eli-
gible for kindergarten in the 2013-
2014 school year. This applies to all
children who are Westfield residents
and will reach age 5 by October 1,
2013. For appointments and infor-
mation, parents may call (908) 789-
4455. For information regarding
documents needed to register, par-
ents may consult the district’s
website at www.westfieldk12.org/
lincoln.
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Scotch Plains Council
ship Manager Henry Underhill said
bids for this year’s bulky waste
clean-up had been rejected and ex-
pressed confidence that re-bidding
will take place and a contract
awarded in time for the June pro-
gram to take place on time. He also
said a review of township buildings
by Remington, Vernick and Vena
Associates, the township’s new en-
gineering consultants, began last
week with electrical experts inspect-
ing facilities in advance of struc-
tural engineers examining build-
ings this week. During the upcom-
ing municipal budget meetings, the
analyses of the buildings will be
discussed in more detail.

Mr. Underhill said he hopes to
have debris from Superstorm Sandy
cleared from the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property by the end of March.
He also said applications for reim-
bursement of some of the more than
$1 million in expenses related to
the late October storm had been
submitted to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
EARNING A BADGE...Cub Scout Weebolo Pack 98, made up of fourth grade
students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools, attend the Fanwood Council
meeting on Tuesday night to earn their Citizen Badge. Pictured with the Scouts
are Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council President Russell Huegel.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MS. SPEAKER…Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East Orange), center,
meets with Assemblyman David Rible (R-30, Wall Twp.) and Assemblywoman
Shavonda Sumter (D-35, Paterson) during a light social event hosted by  Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)  at his Westfield home last Friday.

NETWORK FOR HOPE…Bob Coloney’s Children’s Network for Hope held a
fundraiser at Molly Maguire’s in Clark over the weekend.  Local pubs and
philanthropists donated to the cause and public officials bartended to raise
money. Bloody Calan’s  entertained the crowd by playing bagpipe rock all day.


