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Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS…Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority officials, pictured, left to right, Jim Meehan,
executive director; John Buonocore, staff engineer, and Stephen Greet, Garwood commissioner, answer questions from
the Garwood Borough Council Tuesday night regarding the township’s most recent assessment.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Victor DeFilippo
resigned from the Garwood Bor-
ough Council on Tuesday, citing a
vague reference to his job. The
resignation was made effective at
noon, seven hours before the work
session for that night’s meeting.

In a four-sentence letter to Bor-
ough Administrator/Municipal
Clerk Christina Ariemma, Mr.
DeFilippo said it was a tough
decision, but because of “changes
in my employment situation,
hours as well as duties, I will no
longer be able to serve the people
of Garwood…It was a pleasure to
work with all of you.”

Mr. DeFilippo was elected in
2010 for a three-year term, which
was set to expire in December,
and previously served one term
from 2005 through the end of
2007. He did not respond to an e-
mail request for comment.

A 2010 press release announc-
ing the GOP candidates for the
borough council referred to his
occupation as the senior inspec-
tor with the Department of Engi-
neering for the City of Newark.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said she
was surprised by the resigna-
tion. “We had absolutely no clue,”
she said.

She also rebuked Councilman
Jim Mathieu, the lone remaining
Republican, for sending the res-
ignation letter to reporters be-
fore she and some of the other
members of the council were
made aware of it.

“I’m not happy about it,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I’m sure the
other council members aren’t
happy about it. What is he doing
sending someone’s resignation
letter to a reporter?”

In an e-mail, Mr. Mathieu shot
back at the mayor.

“Our mayor seems to think pub-
lic officials should govern in se-
cret. I’m a firm believer in trans-
parency for all government offi-
cials in everything they say and

do,” he wrote.
John Quattrocchi, chairman of

the Garwood Republican Commit-
tee and the mayor’s husband, said
Mr. DeFilippo did not consult him
before resigning, but his wife said
the committee has some people in
mind to fill the seat. The eight-
member GOP committee has 15
days – until Wednesday, February
27 – to submit three nominees.
The council has 30 days – until
Friday, March 15 – to choose one
of the three to fill the vacancy.

Whoever replaces Mr. DeFilippo
likely will have the advantage of
incumbency in seeking a full term.

There was only a brief mention
of Mr. DeFilippo’s resignation at
Tuesday’s work session and that
was related to committees. Mr.
DeFilippo chaired the Buildings
and Grounds Committee. He was
also a member of the Finance
Committee, which has a meeting
on Tuesday, February 19.

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. DeFilippo’s
departure left no Republican on
the Finance Committee and vol-
unteered to fill the vacancy, even
temporarily.

He also noted that as mayor,
Mrs. Quattrocchi is a de facto
member of all committees, and
as a Republican, she decided to
fill the void in the interim. She
will also be evaluating commit-
tee assignments.

In other meeting news, Mayor
Quattrocchi proposed eliminat-
ing the recreation committee as a
standing council committee, cit-
ing its virtual duplication to the
Recreation Commission. Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli is chairman
of the council committee, but the
committee has no members, an
issue raised by Mr. Mathieu at a
previous meeting, who said it was
a violation of bylaws.

Council President Sara Todisco
suggested waiting before taking
action in order for council mem-
bers to gather more information
on the commission versus the
committee.

Mr. Mathieu took issue with the
matter, saying that council mem-
bers all voted on adopting the
bylaws. “Now the deck is stacked
by the mayor not appointing
those two other people and then
when I bring up the bylaw viola-
tion, ‘oh, by the way, I was going
to eliminate the committee.’”

In other business, council mem-
bers questioned officials from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) regarding the
borough’s most recent assess-
ment, which jumped by 13 per-
cent, or nearly $60,000 from the

previous year. Members, and es-
pecially Borough Attorney Rob-
ert Renaud, were dubious of the
RSVA’s sewage flow calculations,
noting the relatively stable popu-
lation and development condi-
tions of Garwood and the sur-
rounding towns.

Because the assessment is
based on a percentage of use
among the 11 RSVA member
municipalities as well as 3,500
industrial and commercial cus-
tomers – which fluctuates – the
RVSA officials would not offer a
prediction of next year’s cost for

budgeting purposes.
Mayor Quattrocchi presented a

draft of the borough newsletter,
done by two volunteers, which
sparked debate about the
publication’s frequency. Mr.
Mathieu argued for twice a year
to limit cost – while other council
members proposed three to four
times.

Also Tuesday night, council mem-
bers agreed to reduce the fee for
certificates of non-conformity from
$400 to $200. The Laws and Li-
cense Committee had originally
proposed waiving the fee.
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