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CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday intro-
duced an ordinance setting out
the process for establishing his-
toric districts and encouraging
the preservation of landmarks
within Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular
meeting that the purposes of the
ordinance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recog-
nizes the importance of historic
districts, he said. He said the
designation of a historic district
would boost property values by 3
percent. The designation also
enables homes to become eli-
gible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that
the ordinance would not “abridge
property rights,” an issue raised
late last year by some residents
when the committee was first
considering introducing the ordi-
nance. Calling the fear “a com-
mon misconception,” he said resi-
dents should look at the ordi-
nance as “more of an opportu-
nity” to recognize the historic
nature of properties and to in-
crease property values rather
than a property-rights issue.
Commissioner Andis Kalnins
agreed, saying the ordinance
“strikes a good balance” between
historic-district designations and
property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the
township committee’s public
hearing and vote on Tuesday,
March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Crystal upholding the site plan
for the Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment that calls for up to 360
new housing units in what local
officials say is a flood zone. He
said the judge’s decision was
part of a process that township

officials expect will end up before
an appellate court that will re-
view the entire matter. The tran-
script of Judge Crystal’s decision
will be posted on the township
website as soon as it is received,
Mr. McCarthy said.

Interim Township Administra-
tor Joseph Hartnett said the mu-
nicipal budget process is getting
underway this week with the
delivery of his proposed budget
to township committee members
on Friday and then public budget
meetings with department heads
beginning next week. Sessions
are set for February 19, 25 and
27, and Mayor Thomas Hannen
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COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard
blanketed the area in snow.

Cranford Committee to Consider Historic District Ordinance
said the township website will
provide information on which de-
partments’ budgets will be re-
viewed during each meeting.
Commissioner Kalnins said he
plans public hearings on dates to
be determined to allow residents
to ask questions and provide in-
put on the budget.

Committee members ex-
pressed their thanks to the Pub-
lic Works Department for their
snow-clearing efforts during and
after last weekend’s snowfall.
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
encouraged residents to keep
their cars off the streets in such
situations to ensure ease of plow-

ing. If that is not possible, he
recommended neighbors work
together to park their vehicles on
the same side of the streets.

Among the resolutions passed
by the committee on Tuesday was
one renewing the township’s ani-
mal control contract with Associ-
ated Humane Society for 2013.
Another resolution authorized the
refinancing of just over $9 million
in swim pool utility bonds. Com-
missioner Kalnins lauded the ef-
fort by township finance officials in
refinancing at a .5 percent rate
and added that other similar moves
are planned for some township
debt in order to take advantage of

current low-interest rates.
The township committee also

passed a resolution expressing
its opposition to a proposed bill
(S-2511) in the State Senate
amending the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) that Mr.
Kalnins said would be “overly
burdensome” on the township
clerk “and on taxpayers who’d
have to pay for all the provisions”
being proposed.

At the start of the meeting,
Deputy Mayor O’Malley presented
certificates to two local busi-
nesses — Chapman Brothers
Plumbing and Rebel Barbecue —
for their efforts at adopting envi-
ronmentally sustainable practices
as part of the local Go Green
initiative. Mayor Hannen pre-
sented a resolution congratulat-
ing Thomas Philip on achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout in the
Boy Scouts of America.

Garwood Knights Plan
Fish Fry Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus invites
members of the community to
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
tomorrow, Friday, February 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Knights
council hall.

Baked fish will be available, for
those who cannot eat fried, along
with traditional fried fish. Chicken
also will be featured. Tickets are
$12 in advance, $15 at the door,
and $10 for children under age
12. Participants may dine in or
get take-out meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the
council hall weekdays after 4:30
p.m. or on weekends after 2 p.m.
For more information, call (908)
789-9809 or Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389.

The Knights Council Hall is lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, opposite PathMark.
Parking is available in the back
lot, off of Willow Avenue.


