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Senior Night turned out to be a
resounding success, especially
for the three starting Cougar se-
niors, in the Cranford High School
girls basketball team’s 50-29 vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Cranford on February 5.

Seniors Jess McCoy, Kaitlin
McGovern and Jenna Goeller
combined for 38 of the 14-6 Cou-
gars’ points, while juniors Kerry
Wischusen and Mairead McKeary
each contributed six points.

“It was Senior Night. Obviously
it might be our last night in this
gym, because we don’t have any
more home games, so I just
wanted to go out with a bang, be
happy and show everybody what
we seniors, how we’ve been the
past four years and go out on a
good note. I think we did that,”
McGovern said.

Senior guards Taylor Sebolao
and Meg Fernandez led the Raid-
ers with nine points and eight
points, respectively, while Madi-
son Maisel sank a pair of 3-point-
ers, and sophomore center
Tabitha Dwunfour added four
points. Sebolao also contributed
a pair of steals and three assists.
Fernandez had four rebounds and
junior guard Katie Harper had
two assists, two steals and a
blocked shot.

McGovern, usually known for
her solid defense under the
boards, was also very effective
underneath for the lay-ups, as
she led her team with 16 points,
including going 4-for-4 from the
free throw line.

“Usually I am more of a passer.
I was really motivated tonight,
so I was looking for my shot a
little bit first. I saw a bunch of

lanes. I tried to get her
[Dwunfour] outside and beat her
off the dribble. I saw the open-
ings and went for it tonight, as
opposed to other times. But I try
to look for others,” McGovern
explained.

McCoy sank 15 points, which
included a 3-pointer and going
4-for-4 from the line. She also
pulled down 17 rebounds, which
included 10 in the first half, and
added three steals and three
assists. Goeller finished with
seven points, three assists and a

tipped pass that led to a steal.
Wischusen also had two steals.

“These girls are very hard work-
ers. We have had some ups and
downs throughout the season
where, sometimes, we weren’t
rebounding well or shooting ball
from the outside, but that’s stuff
that we have been really working
on and focusing on. They really
stepped it up both offensively
and defensively attacking the
basket more, going more for of-
fensive and defensive rebounds,
getting the girls who are open

McGOVERN NETS 16 POINTS, 5 BLOCKS; McCOY NETS 17 RBS, 15 POINTS; GOELLER 7 POINTS

Cougar Cagers Find Lanes, Startle Lady Raiders, 50-29
[and] making sure that they are
patient in doing all of the little
things,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

McGovern also had the omi-
nous task of sticking close to
Dwunfour, one of the state’s lead-
ing rebounders. Dwunfour fin-
ished with 10 rebounds and a
pair of blocked shots. McGovern
had seven rebounds and rejected
five shots.

“She’s a really good rebounder.
She’s ranked in the state, so my
main thing is try to box out, no

matter what. I usually don’t look
to go up and get the rebound. I
try to get her first. If I get the
rebound, so be it. It’s hard to box
her out, but you have to get
position really early on her,”
McGovern explained.

“Kaitlin did a great job of get-
ting herself in good positioning.
Our guards did a really good job
of getting her the ball. When
they were doubling on her, Kaitlin
got the girls on the outside open,
so Kaitlin either shot on offense
or saw the open player,” Coach
Dyer said.

Sebolao scored the Raiders’
only points in the first quarter on
a put-back, while McGovern hit
six and McCoy sank two to give
the Cougars an 8-2 lead. McCoy
sank a lay-up and McGovern hit
two free throws early in the sec-
ond quarter, but after Dwunfour
rolled in a lay-up, Maisel and
Sebolao hit back-to-back 3-point-
ers to narrow the Cougars’ lead
to 12-10 with 3:31 on the clock.
The Cougars won the quarter,
14-13, to take a 22-15 lead at
the half.

Dwunfour got into foul trouble
early in the third quarter and had
to take a seat for a while. In the
meantime, the Cougars buck-
eted the final 10 points to win the
quarter, 14-5, and put the game
out of reach with a 36-20 lead.
McCoy, McGovern and McKeary
each scored four points and
Wischusen scored the other two
points.

Goeller and McCoy each added
five more points in the fourth
quarter, while McKeary and
McGovern netted two apiece.
Fernandez sank four points and
Maisel nailed her second 3-
pointer in the quarter before both
teams sat their starters and
brought in the reserves.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   2 13   5   9 29
Cranford   8 14 14 14 50
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ACTION UNDERNEATH THE BOARDS…Raider Megan Fernandez, No. 24, gets a rebound then tries to keep the ball
away from Cougar Mairead McKeary, No. 13.
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