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l'ennemi du journaliste

Cougar Reggie Green Signs to Be U. Pittsburgh Gridder
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School senior
Reggie Green is on the threshold
of taking another giant step in
his athletic evolution when he
walks on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh to play Divi-
sion I football.

Like most boys and girls, Green
got involved in youth sports early
on and with the encouragement
of his parents Charita and Will-
iam.

“I moved here the Cranford in
third grade, and the first sport I
played was baseball in the spring.
That’s when I met all my friends
and we started playing football
and basketball together. I remem-
ber when I was younger playing
football, I was always over the
weight limit. I played offensive
and defensive lineman until eighth
grade. My freshman year I started
running the ball. I enjoyed every-
thing. I am truly blessed. My par-
ents and God have blessed me
with great people around me. It’s
been a great ride, and I hope I
enjoy it,” Green said.

Green also received plenty of
encouragement in the usual from
his older brother Will, who is
three years older and presently
plays basketball at Fairleigh
Dickenson University

“He taught me a lot. Ever since
I was a little kid, I always wanted
to go play sports with him and
the big boys. That’s where I
learned to get physical and that’s
where I learned a lot of my skills,”
said Reggie, who smiled and
added, “He always picked on me
a lot. We would always go at it,
especially in the park next to our
house. We used to always go

there and play basketball.”
When he entered high school,

Green became in the true sense
of the word an all-around ath-
lete, competing in football in the
fall, basketball in the winter and
track in the spring and excelling
in all three.

“Track is my third sport. I used
to do it to keep in shape. I love

competing. There is nothing bet-
ter than lining up with people
and racing next to people. It
gives you that competitive edge,”
Green said.

Especially with reference to
track, Green had a lot of help
getting that competitive edge
with teammate and friend Adham
McGuire, who graduated last

year. The two would battle it out
in the jumping events, especially
the triple jump where McGuire
presently holds the school record.

“I have to beat his triple jump
record. I think 43-9 it is. Adham
and I were friends when we were
both younger. He was a running
back in football, and in track, we
would always be together,” Green
said.

In his first two years of high
school, Green was attracting
more attention as a basketball

player than as a football player
then something happened when
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
switched him to the quarterback
position at the beginning of his
junior year.

“Coach told me I could play

that position, so I was working
out a lot on my throwing and
running the offense,” Green said.

In his junior year, the Cougars,
with Green behind center, estab-
lished a potent running game
and with a very stubborn de-
fense defeated favored
Parsippany Hills, 27-0, at Kean
University for the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title. But in his
senior season, Green’s ability as
an effective passer caught sev-
eral opposing teams off guard.
Not only did he amass 1,712
yards rushing with 19 touch-
downs and two 2-point conver-
sions, but he also completed 62
of 110 passes for 681 yards,
including four touchdowns.

“A lot of people thought that all
we were going to do was run the
ball. Coach put in a few pass plays
and I worked on it a lot on the off-
season, so I could become a bet-
ter passer,” Green said.

This two-year run of excellence
definitely caught the eye of the
University of Pittsburgh.

“I really didn’t think I was going
to play college football. At first,
basketball was my main sport,
but going into my junior year, we
had a really good year and won
the state championship. Coach
Rosenmeier said, ‘you have a
chance to play college football.
It’s something you really want to
think about.’ I thought about it
and college football was a way to
get my education in. I love the
sport, so I am really glad I got
the opportunity,” Green said.

After basketball season ends,
Green will be honing his skills in
preparation for his college expe-
rience.

“They want me to still compete
and be in the weight room. I will
do a lot in the off-season, espe-
cially in the springtime, I am
going to work on track. I am
going to work on catching and
working on being a wide re-
ceiver,” Green said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP TO ANOTHER LEVEL…Cranford Cougar Reggie Green has signed to play Division I football in the
fall for the University of Pittsburgh. Flanking Reggie are his parents, Charita and William.
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