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– Obituaries –Rose Ruffini, 98, Lifelong Parishioner;
Owned Town Lunch With Her Husband
Rose P. Ruffini, 98, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, February 6,
2013, at the Delaire Nursing Center
in Linden.

Born and raised in Westfield, she
was a lifelong resident of Westfield.

Mrs. Ruffini and her late husband,
Joseph, owned and operated Town
Lunch in Westfield for many years
before retiring. She was a lifelong
member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where
she participated in the seniors group.

Her husband, Joseph, predeceased
her in 2005. Surviving are her son,
Joseph Ruffini, Jr.; her daughter,
Pauline Roth; her sister, Teresa

Malinski; five grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Monday,
February 11, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
the Holy Trinity Church in Westfield.
Interment took place afterward at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P. O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J.
07091. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Broadway Performer to Sing
Songs From World War II

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will feature
Broadway performer Karen Luschar,
singing songs of World War II, at its
“Sunday Sounds Concert
Series” on March 3 from
2 to 3 p.m. Richard
Danley will accompany
her on keyboard.

Deeply drawn to this
era, Ms. Luschar real-
ized how vital this music
was to America’s history
and the importance it had
in keeping spirits high
while so many were sac-
rificing so much. She is
determined to not let this
music be forgotten.

A performer with over a three oc-
tave range, her work has been seen on
Broadway, Off-Broadway, in national
tours, Japan, Canada, Las Vegas, tele-
vision and film, as well as other per-
formances. She has performed in
every state except Alaska and has
also choreographed more than 100

shows, including the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade for 16 years.

Some of her performing credits
include My Fair Lady, Phantom of

the Opera, Brigadoon,
Oklahoma!, Carousel,
Cabaret, West Side
Story, Baby, The Boy-
friend, and Broadway –
an event that garnered
international attention
because it was directed
by the legendary Broad-
way impresario George
Abbott on his 100th
birthday.

This concert will be
open to the public with-
out charge. All ages are

welcome. No registration is required.
Seating will begin at 1:30 p.m. In the
event of cancellation, check the
library’s website, scotlib.org. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Karen Luschar

Literacy Volunteers Reveal
Upcoming Tutor Training

CRANFORD – Literacy Volunteers
of Union County (LVUC), dedicated
to providing free, student-centered
tutoring services to adults who struggle
to read, write and speak English, cur-
rently is registering for its February/
March 2013 New Tutor Training class.

The 15-hour volunteer training will
be held Mondays, February 25, March
4, March 11 and March 18, from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford. Pre-registration is
required. Attendance is required at all
sessions to become a certified tutor of
both Basic Reading Skills and English
as a Second Language.

Literacy Volunteer tutors will be
matched with a student or students
from the growing waiting list of adults
who have turned to Literacy Volunteers
for help reading, writing and speaking
English. Volunteer tutors meet with
their students in a public location, usu-
ally a Union County public library, for
one to two hours each week. New
volunteers are asked to make a com-
mitment of 50 hours, which usually
takes about one year to complete.

LVUC provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the form
of free in-services on specific topics
such as Health Literacy, Learning
Disabilities, Financial Literacy and
Developing ESL Conversation and
Small Group Instruction. LVUC’s
Tutor Liaison Committee provides
additional support through a
mentoring program, which brings
more experienced tutors and new
volunteers together to share ideas.

To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak and

read English and willing to tutor in
Union County. Volunteers do not need
to have any teaching experience and
do not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. During the tutor training, new
volunteers will learn techniques and
develop skills to tutor adult learners.

There is a $40 non-refundable reg-
istration fee to cover the cost of ma-
terials distributed to new volunteers
at the workshop. Need-based schol-
arships are available to cover the cost
of registration for qualifying indi-
viduals and are based on availability.
For more information, call Literacy
Volunteers of Union County at (908)
486-1777 or visit lvaunion.org.

Local Libraries Taking Part
In Audio and Braille Project
AREA – Eleven New Jersey librar-

ies, among them the Scotch Plains
Public Library and the Kenilworth
Public Library, have been selected to
participate in a pilot project initiated
by the New Jersey State Library Talk-
ing Book and Braille Center (TBBC).

The project will assist eligible resi-
dents with accessing and download-
ing audio books and magazines from
the Braille and Audio Reading Down-
load (BARD) website. The National
Library Service for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped, a division of
the U.S. Library of Congress, has made
this national database available.

The goal of the project is to allow
public libraries to provide local assis-
tance to TBBC members and their
caregivers with the complicated BARD
downloading process. New Jersey resi-
dents who are affected by a physical
impairment, a reading disability or a
visual impairment may be eligible.

“This initiative will help us expand
the services of the Talking Book and
Braille Center to new, underserved
populations in New Jersey,” said
Adam Szczepaniak, director of
TBBC. “It will help to make a differ-
ence for those who, for whatever

reason, have difficulty reading printed
material. This is an important part-
nership for TBBC.”

A wide range of free services cur-
rently is available to registered TBBC
members, including digital audiobook
players and audiobook cartridges,
Braille books, downloadable
audiobooks and audio magazines.
Users also have access to news read-
ing services such as Audiovision,
TBBC’s own New Jersey newspaper
reading service, and the National Fed-
eration for the Blind’s Newsline, which
offers more than 300 newspapers,
magazines and wire services.

In addition to Scotch Plains and
Kenilworth, participating pilot pro-
gram libraries include Atlantic County
Library, Galloway Township Branch;
East Brunswick Public Library; Jer-
sey City Public Library; Johnson Pub-
lic Library (Hackensack); Monroe
Township Public Library (Middlesex);
Morris County (Whippany); Mount
Laurel Library; Pequannock Town-
ship Public Library and Somerset
County Library, Bridgewater.

For more information about the
BARD pilot project and other TBBC
services, visit njsltbbc.org/.

Charles E. Taylor, 91, Active Volunteer;
Was Decorated World War II Veteran

Charles Edward Taylor, 91, of
Midlothian, Va. passed away after an
extended illness on Sunday, Febru-
ary 3, 2013.

“Charlie” was born and
raised in Westfield, N.J.
and worked for AT&T in
New York City for over
40 years. He initially re-
tired to Carolina Trace in
Sanford, N.C., and more
recently lived in
Brandermill Woods,
Midlothian, Va.

Charlie is survived by
his wife, Jean Hearn Tay-
lor; two daughters, Duane
Green of Unionville, Va.
and Linda Clements of
Detroit, Mich., and two sons, Wayne
Hoffman of Atlanta, Ga. and Warren
Hoffman of Chatham, N.J. He also is
survived by six grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild. Charlie was prede-
ceased by his first wife, Verna Halstead
Taylor, and his second wife, Enid
Hoffman Taylor.

First Lieutenant Taylor was a deco-
rated World War II U.S. Army Air
Corps veteran, former POW, and was
honored by both NATO and the Royal
Netherlands Air Force when his B-24

Liberator plane was found and iden-
tified in 1975. Charlie was an active
member of the American Legion and
past post commander.

He recently was awarded
four medals in a thrilling,
though belated, ceremony
at Brandermill Woods: the
Prisoner of War Medal, the
American Campaign
Medal, the World War II
Victory Medal and the Euro-
African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal with One
Bronze Service Star.

Charlie also was actively
involved in volunteering
with the Boy Scouts, nu-
merous school and YMCA

activities, and most recently was a
member of the Brandermill Woods
Church. He enjoyed golf and gar-
dening as well.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 4600 Cox Road, Suite 130, Glen
Allen, Va. 23060. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 23, 2013, at 11 a.m. at the
Brandermill Woods Church, 4500
Millridge Parkway, Midlothian, Va.
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Charles E. Taylor

Charles S. Biggs, III, 81, Was Rotarian;
Owner of Local Insurance Agency

Charles S. Biggs, III, 81, of Lake-
wood passed away on Wednesday,
February 6, 2013, at Harrogate Life
Center in Lakewood, N.J.

Born on July 3, 1931 in Baltimore,
Md. to Charles S. Biggs, Jr. and Eliza-
beth (Boyer) Biggs, he lived in Mary-
land, Glen Ridge, N.J. and Westfield,
N.J. before moving to Lakewood.
Mr. Biggs was a graduate of the
Wharton School of Finance and Com-
merce, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, the Kemper Insurance Institute
and P.I.A. School of Insurance. He
was the owner and operator of Charles
S. Biggs, Inc., an insurance agency in
Mountainside, N.J., retiring in 1994.

Charles also was a member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield and the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Mr. Biggs is survived by his wife,
Sella McNally-Biggs of Lakewood,
and his four sons, John of South

Plainfield, Thomas of Dorset, Vt.,
Andrew of Syracuse, N.Y. and Charles
S. Biggs, IV of Long Valley, N.J. He
also is survived by 16 grandchildren;
one great-grandchild and a sister, Jean
Bowman of Nickelson, Pa.

Visitation was on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 12, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Wesley United Methodist Church,
1500 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield. A funeral service took
place at the church on Tuesday at
11:30 a.m. Interment was at Mt. Zion
Cemetery in Bel Air, Md.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent in his name to the American
Cancer Society, 2600 US Highway 1,
North Brunswick, N.J. 08902. Con-
dolences may be sent to
www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com.
South Plainfield Funeral Home was
in charge of his arrangements.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

R.T.

‘Y’ to Begin Exercise Class
For Seriously Overweight

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer a special fitness pro-
gram geared specifically for people
who are far from their ideal weight
and/or for those who are considering,
or have had, weight-loss surgery.

The new program, entitled “Exer-
cise for Everyone Plus,” will help par-
ticipants become healthy from the in-
side out. The class will begin this
Saturday, February 16, from 10 to
10:45 a.m. at the Main “Y” facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
The program will run on Saturdays for
eight weeks until April 6.

Participants will be able to ease
into exercise in a comfortable, non-
judgmental setting, according to the
“Y.” The class format is described as
fun, low-impact and one that uses
light weights to reduce body fat while
increasing cardiovascular fitness,
strength and lean muscle mass. A
“Y” personal trainer with a certifica-
tion in exercise for the obese will lead
the class.

Interested persons may register

online or in person at the Main “Y”
facility. For questions or more infor-
mation regarding this new bariatric
program, contact Westfield Area “Y”
Health and Wellness Director Jean
White at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 246, or e-mail
jwhite@westfieldynj.org. To learn
more about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org.

Respiratory Screening
Set For Next Week

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department and Over-
look Medical Center will offer a free
respiratory screening next Thursday,
February 21, from 10 a.m. to noon. It
will take place at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

For information and pre-registra-
tion, call the Customer Service Com-
munity Health Department at Over-
look Medical Center at 1-(800) 247-
9580.

Garwood Knights Plan
Fish Fry Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus invites mem-
bers of the community to their Lenten
Fish Fry by Thistles tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 15, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Knights council hall.

Baked fish will be available, for
those who cannot eat fried, along with
traditional fried fish. Chicken also will
be featured. Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance, $15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Participants
may dine in or get take-out meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the coun-
cil hall weekdays after 4:30 p.m. or
on weekends after 2 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 789-9809 or
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Knights Council Hall is located
at 37 South Avenue, Garwood, oppo-
site PathMark. Parking is available in
the back lot, off of Willow Avenue.

Brendan’s Meadows Donates
Pet Oxygen Rescue Kits

MOUNTAINSIDE – Brendan’s
Meadows Rescue, a young, local,
dog-rescue organization, has an-
nounced the donation of pet oxygen
rescue kits to the Westfield and
Mountainside Fire Departments.

With memorial donations ear-
marked for the program from the
Christoffers family of Mountainside,
in honor of longtime resident Ruth
Christoffers, and the Zarro family, in
honor of their dog, Zena, Brendan’s
Meadows introduced the program to
Chiefs Dan Kelly of Westfield and
Pete Esemplare of Mountainside.

Amy Jester, vice-president of
Brendan’s Meadows, said, “the chiefs
were contacted and enthusiastically
embraced implementation of the pet-
rescue program, including the addi-
tion of pet oxygen kits to their re-
spective departments. Brendan’s

Meadows is proud to be able to reach
beyond the traditional concept of a
dog rescue organization by contrib-
uting to the wellbeing of not only
homeless pets, but all pets in the
community; it’s our way of saying
thank you for the community’s sup-
port.”

Each town has been supplied with
enough oxygen kits to equip each of
their engines.

Pet oxygen masks are designed
specifically to fit the muzzles and
snouts of dogs, cats and other house-
hold pets. This life-saving equipment
offers a continuous flow of healthy
oxygen, helping pets to breathe bet-
ter in cases of emergencies such as
home fires.

Although she hopes there will never
be a need, Ms. Jester said Brendan’s
Meadows is happy to provide life-
saving equipment for the pets of
Westfield, Mountainside and the sur-
rounding communities that will ben-
efit by shared fire department re-
sources.

For more information about
Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, adopt-
ing, becoming a foster family or
donating to Brendan’s Meadows or
the Pet Rescue Kit program, send
an e-mail to:
brendansmeadows@yahoo.com
and visit  the website,
brendansmeadows.com.

TO THE RESCUE…Pictured above is a demonstration of the pet oxygen rescue
kits that Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, a local dog-rescue group, recently donated
to the fire departments of Westfield and Mountainside.

Library to Spotlight
‘Backyard Gardening’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on Saturday, February 23, at
1:30 p.m. entitled “Backyard Gar-
dening.” The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Presenter Karen Camden will dis-
cuss spring planting and the basics
of gardening. She will cover such
topics as soils, tools and how to
choose the right plants. At the con-
clusion of the program, participants
should be able to design, plan and
execute the garden of their dreams.

Ms. Camden is the president of
Camden Associates, a consulting
firm that provides services in com-
munications and people skills, orga-
nizational assessments and clutter
control. She also is an avid gardener.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
find out if a library participates, ac-
cess the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.: F-002870-13
FILE NO.: 36.2736

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
GERALDINE BATTLE

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint in a civil
action in which PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION is plaintiff and ERIC
DAWKINS AND LISA R. DAWKINS, HUS-
BAND AND WIFE; GERALDINE BATTLE;
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PIN-
NACLE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, et als.
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey within thirty-five (35)
days after February 14, 2013 exclusive of
said date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the rules governing the
courts.

You are further advised that if you can-
not afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-
LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling the Lawyer Refer-
ral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies in the county of
venue are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Services: 908-353-4715. Legal Services:
908-354-4340

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
June 25, 2003, recorded on July 24, 2003,
in Book 10220, Page 0624, INSTRUMENT
# 271635, made by ERIC DAWKINS AND
LISA R. DAWKINS, to the plaintiff and
covers real estate located at  1249 BRYANT
ST, RAHWAY, NEW JERSEY 07065, Tax
Lot 9, Block 147.

Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), me-
diation is available through the New Jer-
sey Courts. Forms and instructions may be
obtained on the Court’s web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.

You, GERALDINE BATTLE are made a
defendant because you hold a mortgage/
lien/judgment that may affect the mort-
gage premises and the mortgage being
foreclosed herein. You are entitled to No-
tice of this action for any right, title, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against said
mortgage premises and your lien or en-
cumbrance on the mortgages premises is
subject to plaintiff’s mortgage.
Dated: FEBRUARY 14, 2013

Jennifer M. Perez,
Superior Court Clerk

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
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