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Congregation Beth Israel
To Hold ‘Purim Palooza’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold “Purim
Palooza,” a family Purim celebra-
tion, on Sunday, February 24, from
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. This event will be
free and open to the community.
Participants are encouraged to wear
costumes, as is customary during
the Jewish holiday of Purim.

Families are invited to a kid-
friendly Purim service starting at 9:30
a.m. The Megillah, the Book of Esther
traditionally read on Purim, will be
read in an abbreviated form to appeal
to children. The Megillah will be
read in its entirety at Purim services
on Saturday, February 23, at 8 p.m.

A Purim carnival will follow from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The carnival will
feature a bouncy house, games, food
and prizes. There also will be a cos-
tume parade.

“Purim Palooza is a fun way for
Jewish families in the community to
celebrate the holiday of Purim and, at
the same time, to see what it is like at
our synagogue and our religious
school,” said Elly Bauman, education
director of Congregation Beth Israel.

Congregation Beth Israel is an egali-
tarian Conservative synagogue, serv-
ing the religious, cultural, educational
and social needs of congregants from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and
surrounding communities. Its award-
winning religious school offers classes
from pre-school through 12th grade, as
well as special-needs instruction. Syna-

gogue membership is not required for
programs through second grade.

For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Pancake Breakfast
Is Set For March 3

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
March 3, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $7; children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets can be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.

This is one of many fundraisers for
this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities and
community activities, with a special
emphasis on organizations through-
out the area that serve the blind and
visually impaired.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Pancake Breakfast or to
reserve a place, call Pancake Break-
fast Chairman Ron Kelly at (908)
753-8218.

Temple Emanu-El Students
Bring Help to New Orleans

WESTFIELD – Seventeen students
from Temple Emanu-El’s Gesher
L’Kesher (“a bridge to connection”)
program, a peer leadership program
for 11th and 12th graders, worked in
New Orleans’ Lower Ninth Ward
January 17 to 21 restoring the area
from the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina that still exists seven years
after the catastrophic flooding.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mitch L. Landrieu, mayor of New
Orleans, acknowledged their volun-
teer work, which included helping to
build a community garden and pre-
paring a sports field for the children
who live in the Lower Ninth Ward.
The group also received an award,
signed by Mayor Landrieu, recog-
nizing their efforts.

Temple Emanu-El’s Cantor Martha
Novick, who also led the first trip to
New Orleans in 2011, and Rabbi Sarah
Smiley, director of the Gesher L’Kesher
program, were the group leaders.
Michael Kenny, the temple’s building
supervisor, and Carol Yanow, temple
member, also helped to guide the group.

Participants included seniors Marc
Brody, Lee Goldberger, Jake
Greenberg, Jessica Kenny, Jen
Mandelblatt, Samantha Meltzer and
David Solomon, and juniors Gaby
Bleisch, Eric Cantor, Max Glazer,
Jenna Helfand, Jake Katz, Mandy
Katz, Rebecca Kraus, Amanda
Schwarz, Dara Tucker and Matt
Wornow.

The group spent Thursday repair-
ing the City Park and serving dinner at
the New Orleans Mission. On Friday
they started the day by packing and
sorting food to provide children’s
weekend food at Second Harvest Food

Bank, which serves all of southern
Louisiana. More than two-and-a-half
tons of food was packed for distribu-
tion in three hours. Friday afternoon,
and during the day on Saturday, their
time was spent working at the Lower
Ninth Ward Sustainable Engagement
and Development program.

Friday evening was the highlight
for most of the Gesher L’Keshers,
when they shared a home-cooked din-
ner and spent time listening to stories
and experiences with members of St.
John’s Church and Social Ministry.

On Saturday evening, the group
was treated to a presentation by
Deanna Vandiver, executive director
of the Center for Ethical Living and
Social Justice Renewal. On Sunday
they attended a church service at the
Greater Little Zion Church before
taking a French Quarter walking tour.

HELPING HANDS…Seventeen members of Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El’s
Gesher L’Kesher program cleaned up the Celebration Oaks Park in New Orleans
and volunteered to rebuild and restore other parts of the Lower Ninth Ward
during their trip from January 17 to 21. Cantor Martha Novick, one of the
organizers of the trip, is helping to hold the park’s sign.

Bilodeaus Welcome
Twins, Lucy and Leo
Matthew and Laureen Bilodeau of

New York City have announced the
birth of their twins, Eloise (Lucy) Rose
Bilodeau and Leo Marfil Bilodeau, on
Tuesday, February 5, 2013, at 5:17
a.m. and 5:18 a.m., respectively, at
New York Presbyterian-Cornell Weill
Hospital in New York City.

Lucy weighed 4 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 17 inches in
length at birth. Her brother, Leo, also
weighed 4 pounds and 13 ounces and
measured 17¾ inches in length at birth.

The babies’ maternal grandmother
is Lourdes Barrameda of Queens, N.Y.

Their paternal grandparents are
Gilbert and Emily Bilodeau of
Westfield, N.J.
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Michael Robert Construction
Earns ‘Best Of Houzz’ 2013

Photo by Mike Mroz
EYE CATCHING…A Westfield kitchen remodel that has received plenty of
attention on Houzz.com. In addition to being featured on the website, more than
1,350 people have added this photo to their Ideabooks.

WESTFIELD – Michael Robert
Construction of Westfield, N.J. has
been awarded “Best Of Houzz” 2013
by Houzz.com, the leading online plat-
form for residential remodeling and
design. The Westfield-based design/
build construction company was cho-
sen by the more than 11 million
monthly users that comprise the Houzz
community. This is the second year
that MRC has been named one of
Houzz.com’s top professionals.

The “Best Of Houzz” award for
2013 is given in two categories: Cus-
tomer Satisfaction and Design. This
year, MRC was awarded recognition
in both categories.

Mike Mroz, the Westfield born-
and-raised owner of Michael Robert
Construction, had this to say about
his company’s recent accomplish-
ments: “We are thrilled to be recog-
nized as part of this incredibly tal-
ented and diverse group of profes-
sionals. It is flattering to be acknowl-
edged for the design work we have
done for our clients, but the most
fulfilling form of recognition for us is
the Customer Satisfaction portion of
the award. It means a lot to me that
our clients were so satisfied with the
level of my team’s dedication and
work ethic, that they took to the Houzz
platform to let others know.” As with
many small businesses, most of
Mroz’s new projects come from
happy clients’ referrals.

“Houzz provides homeowners with
an in-depth, 360-degree view of build-
ing, remodeling and design profes-
sionals through images of their work,
reviews and an opportunity to inter-
act with them directly in the Houzz
community,” said Liza Hausman,

vice-president of community. “We’re
delighted to recognize Michael Robert
Construction among our ‘Best Of’ pro-
fessionals for design and exceptional
customer service as judged by our com-
munity of homeowners and design
enthusiasts who are actively remodel-
ing and decorating their homes.”

Mike and his wife, Ellie, who also
works for the company doing design
and marketing, enjoy interacting with
the millions of “Houzzers” almost
daily. Ellie remarked, “We receive
one or more questions a day from the
community about our project photos.
It is extremely rewarding to provide
others going through the remodeling
process with the answers to their ques-
tions, and to hear how we have in-
spired them on their own projects.
We especially love when they send us
their ‘after’ pictures, or tell us how
our responses have helped them work
with their own local contractors.”

About Michael Robert Construction:
Michael Robert Construction is an

award-winning construction company
specializing in high-end building and
remodeling, including Energy Star
homes and renovations. As a design/
build company, our focus is on major
renovations, additions, custom homes,
high-end remodeling projects and ar-
chitectural detailing. We are proud to
be a family-owned business located in
Westfield, N.J. For more information
or to talk about a remodeling project
of your own, please visit
www.MichaelRobertConstruction.com,
find us on Facebook, Pinterest, Houzz,
and on Twitter @njcontractorMRC.
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