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Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey. All events subject to change or cancellation. 

RAISE MONEY IN STYLE
LOCAL NON-PROFIT GROUPS RAISED 

A COMBINED TOTAL OF OVER
 $575,000 LAST YEAR 

FIND OUT HOW 
AND APPLY TODAY

Get all the details about how your non-profit group
can participate in our next event at our Westfield store 

Tuesday, April 30th and apply at lordandtaylor.com/dogood

IT’S SO EASY TO REAP 
THE BENEFITS 

• We plan a day of savings and events

• We host a kick-off event and provide you 
with admission tickets to sell for $5 each 

• We offer ticket purchasers some of our best savings offers, 
even on cosmetics & fragrances, with the fewest exclusions 

of any Lord & Taylor savings pass 

• Your group keeps ALL the ticket proceeds 

• Your group can earn even MORE in our contests

DO GOOD. 
S H O P  S M A R T.

A FUNDRAISING SHOPPING EVENT

Westfield Regional Board of Health
Sets 2013 Goals, Reviews 2012

Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
Recaps Storm Efforts; Praises DPW

The Westfield Board of Health met
on February 4. We achieved most of
our 2012 goals. The Township of
Cranford joined us as the eighth town
to share services and help us all to
achieve economies of scale. We
passed a resolution to ban cigarette
smoking in public parks and recre-
ational facilities. Because of the high
quality of our services, the State
Health Department chose the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment to pilot test a new inspection
standardization model. However, we
abandoned our effort to obtain com-
munity water fluoridation to promote
dental health due to insurmountable
barriers outside of Westfield.

New goals for 2013 include further
improving the cost-effectiveness of
services and expanding our health
communication, education and sup-
port services for residents and busi-
nesses. For example, we will im-
prove our website,
www.westfieldnj.gov/health, and ex-
pand our training resources for retail
food establishments.

The board reviewed the tragic death
of a Westfield child from influenza
and the high level of influenza this
year. We resolved to increase our
efforts to communicate to residents,
and especially parents, the impor-
tance of immunizing children as well
as adults to prevent influenza and
other vaccine-preventable diseases
and deaths.

The case of a child in town who
had an elevated lead level was also
reviewed. The Westfield Regional
Health Department, with the Build-
ing Department, conducted a thor-
ough multidisciplinary investigation,
identified the source of environmen-

tal lead and intervened. The child
now has lead levels within normal
limits.

The Health Department is spon-
soring health screenings with Over-
look Medical Center  in the munici-
pal building. A free hearing screen-
ing will be on Thursday, February 21,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. A bone density
screening will be on Thursday, March
21, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and re-
quires a $10 charge. For more infor-
mation about these programs and to
register, please call the Overlook
Medical Center Community Health
Department at 1-800-247-9580.

In addition, a free cardiac health
fair, including cholesterol, glucose and
blood pressure testing, is being of-
fered on Saturday, February 16 at the
Short Hills Hilton Hotel Ballroom;
registration is required by calling 1-
800-247-9580. A free Komen screen-
ing and mammography program is
being offered to women without health
insurance on Saturday, March 23, at
the Breast Center at Overlook. Regis-
tration is required by March 15 by
calling (908) 522-3534.

Finally, the board formally recog-
nized the supervisors and staff of the
health department for their dedica-
tion, professionalism and efforts dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy. Information
about all of the department’s activi-
ties is available on its website
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the February 4
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our March 4 meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the mu-
nicipal building. The public is invited
to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s note: Mayor Quattrocchi’s
letter was posted on the Internet

*****
Based on the reports from Police

Chief Bruce Underhill it appears that
Garwood escaped the recent massive
snowstorm unscathed; there were no
reports of downed trees, wires or loss
of electrical power. While we received
about eight to 10 inches of snow, our
neighbors in Roselle were hit with
about 14 inches, according to televi-
sion news reports.

Our DPW is again to be com-
mended as they did a wonderful job
keeping the borough roads clear of
snow to ensure that emergency ve-
hicles could have safe passage. They
were on the situation early on and
continued working throughout the
night. There were also numerous
sightings of plows on the state and
county roads here in Garwood also
around the clock.

Unfortunately, it was necessary to
issue parking summonses for vehicles
which were not removed from the
borough roadways in accordance with
the borough ordinance for snow plow-
ing. This is not a new situation and
residents would do well to be proac-
tive and ensure that they do have a
place to put their vehicles in the event
that a snowfall occurs that leaves
three inches or more on our road-
ways.

Also, residents and property own-
ers should also be cognizant that they
will be issued a summons if they do
not clear public sidewalks within 24
hrs. of a weather event — this in-
cludes both ice and snow. Even though
one may be invigorated by the pris-
tine surroundings and crisp clean air
following a snowfall, we urge folks
to realize that shoveling snow is the
same as any other aerobic activity. If
you are not physically able to do a
full aerobic workout, do not think
you will be able to shovel your own
driveway and it is advisable to do
some warm-up exercises prior to
shoveling regardless of your age.

Your health is worth the small in-
vestment of paying someone to clear
the snow for you. If you have a land-
scaper cutting the lawn, for a small
fee, they will do the shoveling and it is
worth the investment. Or perhaps a
neighbor’s son or daughter would be
up to the task for a small monetary fee.

Downed power lines are still a con-
cern with the winds in the storm’s
aftermath; some tree branches still
are covered in snow and can create
hazardous situations. Residents are
urged to refrain from going near any

downed wires and should report such
situations to the energy provider,
PSE&G, by contacting 1-800-436-
7734. Please be prepared to give the
nearest cross street or the number of
a nearby pole, there is a metal tag
attached to each pole.

Also gas leaks can be a problem
with the frozen ground and should be
reported directly to Elizabethtown
Gas at 1-800-4009.

Residents are reminded that if they
do not have heat or loose electrical
service they can go to the Garwood
Police Department 24/7 and get warm
while the problem is being rectified.
Our Garwood Police Department has
been out knocking on the doors of
our seniors through the recent very
cold weather conditions, these
“wellness checks” are an important
component of our community polic-
ing procedures. However, they will
never take the place of neighbors
checking on neighbors. We urge resi-
dents to check on their elderly and
infirmed neighbors and friends en-
suring that they do have adequate
heat and food supplies in the house
for a few days as well as clear side-
walks and exterior staircases to allow
access in the event of an emergency.

Due to the storm Garwood’s Lin-
coln School had an early dismissal on
Friday and will resume their normal
schedule on Monday 2/11. It has been
reported that all highways are open
with dry pavement conditions by
nightfall to reduce the threat of ice.
Most customers without power are
concentrated in the southern parts of
the state and flooding is localized to
those regions that experienced more
rain than snow.

It has been reported [Sunday] by
NJ Transit that though bus service
has been restored to all areas custom-
ers should expect some delays due to
local road conditions and to allow
extra time to reach their destinations.
Trains have resumed their regular
schedules. All in all NJ, Union County
and specifically Garwood fared well
through the storm in comparison to
areas of N.Y. and into New England
where mail delivery service was sus-
pended and towns were the recipi-
ents of 36 and even 40-inch snow-
falls.

We should all now see where our
short comings are and be able to
rectify those areas of concern going
forward as the winter is certainly far
from over.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

N.J. Assembly Seeks Subpoena Power
Over N.Y.-N.J. Port Authority

News Release

TRENTON – The Assembly Trans-
portation committee on Monday ad-
vanced legislation, sponsored by
Deputy Speaker John Wisniewski,
extending the committee’s subpoena
power related to its investigation of
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, according to an Assem-
bly Majority (Democratic) Office
press release.

The subpoena power is set to ex-
pire in March, but the resolution (AR-
91) would extend the authority until
the end of the legislative session on
January 14, 2014.

The panel sent subpoenas to four
top Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey officials in October after
they failed to adequately respond to
Assembly inquiries about the
agency’s toll increases, Gov.
Christie’s decision to cancel a Hudson
River commuter rail tunnel project
and potential patronage hiring from
the governor’s office.

Asm. Wisniewski said the agency
failed to respond adequately even to
the subpoenas.

“The Port Authority has provided
limited and incomplete responses to
the committee’s subpoenas, and the
committee cannot fulfill its charge
without full and complete documen-
tary and testimonial evidence,” Asm.
Wisniewski said. “We have given the
Port Authority numerous chances to
cooperate but time and time again it
fails to adequately do so. This is an
out-of-control agency acting more
like a kingdom than one created to
serve the public, so with our basic
questions remain unanswered, this
fight on behalf of the public will
continue.”

The resolution continues the As-
sembly Transportation, Public Works
and Independent Authorities Com-
mittee as a special committee of the
General Assembly to investigate all
aspects of the finances of the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey, including, but not limited to, the
recently proposed 10-year capital
plan, the allocation of the revenue
generated from the recently imposed
toll increase plan and where that rev-
enue is being spent, and the salary,
overtime and other compensation
paid to officers and employees of the
authority.

“This is all public information,”
Asm. Wisniewski said. “The Port
Authority’s refusal to cooperate begs
the question of what exactly it’s try-
ing to hide, but this committee will
continue to look into these concerns
on behalf of beleaguered toll payers
and commuters.”

For the purposes of carrying out its
charge, the resolution confers upon
the committee all the powers con-
ferred under the laws and the Consti-
tution of the State of New Jersey and
the United States, including, but not
limited to, the following powers: to
issue subpoenas to compel attendance
and testimony of persons and the
production of books, papers, corre-
spondence, and other documents; to
hold hearings, take testimony under
oath, and receive documentary or
physical evidence; to convene a meet-
ing or hearing to determine the ad-
equacy of the return and rule on the
objection if a return on a subpoena or
order for the production of documen-
tary evidence is incomplete or ac-
companied by an objection; to utilize
the powers provided under R.S.52:13-
3 or hold the Port Authority in con-
tempt of the committee; to make to
the General Assembly any recom-
mendations by report or resolution;
to respond to any judicial or other
process, or to make application to the
courts of this state, any other state, or
the United States; to report possible
violations of any law to appropriate
federal, State, or local authorities;
and to adopt additional rules or pro-
cedures.

This resolution expires at noon on
Tuesday, January 14, 2014.

 “I remain hopeful the Port Au-
thority will do the right thing and
begin acting in straightforward and
transparent manner, but evidence
shows that’s unfortunately unlikely,”
Asm. Wisniewski said. “With this
additional authority, the committee
will be prepared to do the right thing
on behalf of the public.”

The October subpoenas were de-
livered to: Patrick Foye, Port Author-
ity executive director; Bill Baroni;
Port Authority deputy executive di-
rector; Karen E. Eastman, Port Au-
thority  board secretary, and Daniel
D. Duffy, Port Authority FOI admin-
istrator;

The bill now goes to the full As-
sembly. As an Assembly resolution,
it only requires full Assembly ap-
proval before taking effect.

The subpoenas came after Port Au-
thority officials failed to respond to
repeated information requests by the
Assembly Transportation Committee
following a series of scathing audits
and reports of waste, abuse and mis-
management at the multi-billion dollar
bi-state agency, according to the re-
lease.

News Briefs Daily
www.goleader.com

Review of Concert Was Cogent But
Without Words of Encouragement

My wife and I attended the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey concert on
January 26th and found it to be a solid
performance and very enjoyable. As
such, I have some serious concerns
regarding Barbara Thomson’s review
of that concert published in The
Westfield Leader on February 7. Ms.
Thomson is a highly-accomplished
musician and her review is both co-
gent and knowledgeable.

What I object to are the parts of her
review that roundly criticize a prom-
ising student orchestra that obviously
worked hard and performed well
throughout the concert and the four
student soloists who sang the solo
and quartet parts of Mozart’s Spar-

row Mass. Ms. Thomson seems to
stress in her review that a “profes-
sional” organization such as Choral
Art should have “professionals” as
co-performers.

It is my impression that Choral Art
is not a professional group, but an
amateur group of talented voices that
enjoys learning and performing a
wide spectrum of choral works. I also
recall Ms. Thomson’s review of a
Choral Art concert some two years
ago in which she severely criticized
the “professional” orchestra for hav-
ing out of tune instruments and caus-
ing four interruptions in the concert
due to faulty playing. The student
orchestra at this most recent concert
was far more accomplished.

Overall, I found Ms. Thomson’s
review to be very discouraging for
aspiring young artists. There is much
criticism in her review, but there are
no words of encouragement. I sug-
gest that we all need to support our
future musicians and not disparage
the outcomes of their hard work and
dedication.

John Wieting
Westfield

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com
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