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ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Thank You to The Many People In
Westfield Who Helped Us

Westfield Mother Appreciates Support
And Urges Federal Action on Guns

Pig With Lipstick, Federal HHS
Is Not Very Accommodating

Thank You for Helping
Westfield Schools

The Education Fund of Westfield
would like to thank everyone who
made the second annual Rock 4
Schools a huge success. The bands
Pending, The Core, and 3rd Gear,
comprised of generous parents and
community members, did a fantastic
job entertaining the crowd and help-
ing the Ed Fund raise money in sup-
port of all our schools.

We are so fortunate to have so
many talented musicians in our midst!
Thank you to Crossroads for provid-
ing the perfect venue, and thank you
to all of the supporters who came out
to raise money in order to fund grant
requests from teachers in our public
schools.

Events such as Rock 4 Schools
help our schools stay a step ahead.
We can’t wait to do it again next year!

Amy Seid, Lori Kraemer
Westfield Ed Co-Presidents

There Are No Red Light Cameras In
Westfield; There Are No Such Plans

In a letter to the editor under the
heading, “WF Can Do Better Than
Becoming Part of Red-Light Camera
Scheme” in last week’s Westfield
Leader, it appears that the writer was
under the mistaken impression that
there are red light cameras in the
Town of Westfield.

Let me assure the writer as well as
all residents that there are no red-
light cameras at any intersection in
the Town of Westfield nor are there
any plans to install them here.

Sometimes people mistake the ve-
hicle detection monitors mounted on
the arms that hold the traffic signals
for red-light cameras. They are not.
Those sensing devices control the
timing of the traffic signal based on
the volume of traffic, replacing the
antiquated pressure plates and wires
that used to be imbedded in the road-
way pavement.

Again, I just want to clarify that
there are no red-light cameras in
Westfield.

Thank you.
Andy Skibitsky

Westfield Mayor

It is nice to know that the folks in
Westfield pitch in to help their neigh-
bors. Our home was one of the un-
lucky 12 that were declared uninhab-
itable after Hurricane Sandy hit on
October 29, 2012.

Christine and Matt Cosenza of State
Farm in Westfield were invaluable in
their assistance during a very trying
time for us and for them, as well.
Many thanks to you both.

Although we stayed in a motel for
three weeks, Denise Maran of Pru-
dential Properties in Westfield helped
us find a condo in Springfield, which
we could rent temporarily while our
house was being rebuilt. We have
been here for three months.

Thank you, Denise, for your kind-
ness, caring, and work ethic in find-
ing us a beautiful location that would
take our four dogs and us.

The next thanks goes to Steve Skaar
of Triangle Contracting and Painting
for his help in repairing a house that
was nearly destroyed. His teams were
both professional and courteous and
Steve is probably the most patient
contractor that ever existed. He an-
swered questions, gave advice, and

was always available when we needed
him.

Our final thanks goes to a group
that helped us financially to our com-
plete surprise. In early December we
received a letter and a form to fill out
for a grant. It seems the Westfield
United Fund formed a special com-
mittee to solicit funds for people in
Westfield who  suffered devastating
damage from the hurricane. We filled
out the form, never expecting finan-
cial help, so you can imagine our
surprise when we received a check
from the special fund.

Thanks to Deidre Gelinne, the ex-
ecutive director of the Westfield
United Fund and her committee for
the generosity. And thanks to all of
you in Westfield who contributed to
this special fund.

Thank you all for everything you
have done for us during this time. It is
our hope that we will be back in our
home shortly. It is also our hope that
we will be able to “play it forward”
when others in our community need
help.

Florence and Peter Duggan
Westfield

I would like to personally thank
Mayor Skibitsky for his public sup-
port of the community effort that
our grassroots group, N.J. Residents
For Action, and we as Westfield resi-
dents are taking to address gun vio-
lence in our country and our state. It
says a lot about our town when we
can come together on such an im-
portant initiative as this and the
Mayor has stepped up to the plate in
a very positive and broad public
way. I was thrilled to see him say
some very important things and pub-
licly galvanize the residents around
working to reduce gun violence. I
am especially very appreciative that
he listened to our voices and acted in
such a meaningful way.

He emphasized that these initia-
tives need to be taken on a federal
level with our Congressmen as well
as local and state officials.

The mayor also proposed a formal
town council resolution towards ad-
dressing gun violence. The resolu-
tion was passed and we can proudly
say we now that we have a commu-
nity that is dedicated in a public way
to protecting our children and reduc-
ing gun violence.

Our Mayor urged residents to con-
tact their legislators; State, Federal
and Gov. Christie’s task force to ex-
press their concerns and their voice.
Let’s take the lead. Call Rep. Leonard
Lance, Sen. Lautenberg, Sen.
Menendez, Asm. Bramnick and Sen.
Kean. Let your voice be heard. It

matters and it works. He also urged
us to go to the public meeting of Gov-
ernor Christie’s task force on Thurs-
day, February 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Rutgers Law University, Center for
Law and Justice,  Room 125, 123 Wash-
ington Street, Newark, N.J. 07102.

As I addressed the town council, I
thanked the mayor. I then added that
indeed we have been attempting to
address this issue with Congressman
Lance. It is imperative to understand
that our N.J. laws are only as good as
the next state over. If someone from
N.J. can go into PA. and buy military
assault rifles and high-capacity maga-
zine clips carte blanche at a gun show
with no questions asked, load them in
the trunk of their car, then they can
carry them into N.J. to murder our
children – we cannot allow that to
happen. That is why this must be
done on a Federal level and why we
have been pressing Congressman
Lance. That is why it is important for
our Governor to hear our voices as he
has an influential voice in this coun-
try. These laws must be passed on a
federal level protect us in N.J.

It was a very proud moment for
me as a mother, a Westfield resident
and as someone who together with
other committed Westfield residents
have been working tirelessly to try
and make our state and our country
safe.

Karen Egert
Westfield

The new and improved HHS [U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Services]
“accommodation” announced last
week is nothing more than last year’s
accommodation dressed up in an 80-
page document. Same pig as last year,
this time with lipstick. You can look
through the document at the Office of
the Federal Register website
(www.ofr.gov).

In a nutshell, contraceptive and
abortion coverage will still be pro-
vided; the religious organization will
not be directly providing such cover-
age. Sounds pretty much like last
year’s proposed accommodation. The
only real difference is with the defini-
tion of a religious organization: the
government has broadened its defini-

tion to include institutions that pro-
vide services (health, education, etc.)
to people irrespective of faith.

Companies like Hobby Lobby –
faithful Christians who own busi-
nesses and do not wish to provide
services that are in opposition to their
deeply held beliefs – are left dan-
gling in the wind. But this “accom-
modation” is much worse than just
that. Religious institutions will not
be providing such services directly,
they are just asked to be quiet and
look the other way while the services
are provided through their insurer.
That is being an accessory to an ob-
jectionable act, and it is outrageous.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Origins of Valentine’s Day:
A Pagan Festival in February

www.history.com/topics/valentines-day - “Every Feb-
ruary 14, across the United States and in other places
around the world, candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged
between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But
who is this mysterious saint, and where did these tradi-
tions come from? ... this centuries-old holiday, from
ancient Roman rituals to the customs of Victorian En-
gland.”

“While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated
in the middle of February to commemorate the anniver-
sary of Valentine’s death or burial — which probably
occurred around A.D. 270 — others claim that the Chris-
tian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s
feast day in the middle of February in an effort to “Chris-
tianize” the pagan celebration of Lupercalia. Celebrated

at the ides of February, or February 15, Lupercalia was a
fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of
agriculture, as well as to the Roman founders Romulus
and Remus.” ... “Americans probably began exchanging
hand-made valentines in the early 1700s. In the 1840s,
Esther A. Howland began selling the first mass-produced
valentines in America. Howland, known as the “Mother
of the Valentine,” made elaborate creations with real lace,
ribbons and colorful pictures known as “scrap.” Today,
according to the Greeting Card Association, an estimated
one billion Valentine’s Day cards are sent each year,
making Valentine’s Day the second largest card-sending
holiday of the year. (An estimated 2.6 billion cards are
sent for Christmas.) Women purchase approximately 85
percent of all valentines.”

Valentine’s Day Restores
Faith In Fellow Man

February 21, 2008 - My fellow co-workers and I were
pictured in last week’s Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times at
Irma’s Hallmark preparing for Valentine’s Day.
This is always a very busy day, and in this very
busy lifestyle we all live in, it is sometimes a
last-minute holiday. Therefore, the stress is
there for all of us. I recently had several
situations that so restored my faith in human-
ity. Valentine’s Day is a day when we all want
to show our love and caring for one another.

One of my experiences was an elderly gentleman
purchasing a Valentine for his wife of 61 years, who had
just recently passed away a few months ago. He was
planning to still bring the card to her resting place and set
it there so she would know he was still there thinking of

her. It just filled my eyes when speaking to him, the love
he had and missed.

Others were the young fathers with their
children buying cards for “Mommy” along
with wives, husbands and loved ones buying
for each other. I have worked in this retail area
for over 25 years, and it can be so busy at times
that you sometimes don’t get a chance to see
how much good there is in all of us.

It sometimes takes a day like Valentine’s
Day, but whatever the day or case may be, at least it’s there
and that’s what’s important. There are many good, caring
and loving people out there in this hectic world we live in.
That is so-ooo a good thing; So very happy to be part of
it. By Millie Wagner, Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note:
According to NJ.com - Nearly a

half-million people who received
[Red Light] tickets in N.J. up until
July 25, 2012 will receive average
refunds of $6 under a $4.2-million
settlement in a class-action suit. Fines
ranged between $85 and $140 each.

The refunds apply to motorists who
received tickets in the cities of Jersey
City, Linden and Rahway; the bor-
oughs of Glassboro, Palisades Park
and Roselle Park; and the townships
of Brick, Deptford, East Brunswick,
East Windsor, Gloucester, Lawrence,
Monroe, Piscataway, Pohatcong,
Union, Wayne and Woodbridge.

Woman Appalled Over Federal Gun
Laws; Local Leaders Dance-Around
I was appalled at the tepid resolu-

tion issued by Westfield Mayor
Skibitsky relating to gun violence. Is
it unrealistic to expect that any of our
elected officials in this area - Con-
gressman Lance, Mayor Skibitsky,
State Senator Kean, Asm. Bramnick,
Asw. Munoz - advocate specific steps
to take in order to reduce gun vio-
lence? None of these officials will

take a definitive position on banning
assault weapons and high-capacity
ammunition clips and the adoption
of universal background checks. Citi-
zens deserve some accountability, not
the typical dance-around-the-issue
scenario we get from these leaders.

Patricia Kotler
Westfield

County Needs to Reduce Debt
If Taxes Are to Be Stabilized

Union County Manager Al Faella unveiled an
executive budget of $506 million last week with a
proposed tax levy of $321 million. Although the tax
levy in the executive budget is $19 million over last
year, we expect this number to drop by a few million
as the county moves some of its operations – such as
golf and Runnells Specialized Hospital — out of the
county budget.

While the county manager has blamed much of the
budget woes on low Medicaid reimbursement rates
for Runnells and the cost of running the jail, in our
opinion, debt and lifetime benefits are big drivers.

Debt has reached $560 million. The debt payment
for 2013 is jumping $7 million to $57 million. The
county has been drunk on borrowing in recent years.
This debt forces reducing the operating budget,
which the Freeholders find to be no easy feat.

There also are guarantees approved by the Free-

holders to back debt for Union County Improvement
Authority projects. We are not sure how this might
impact the county in the future.

A report on Runnells (please see story on page 1)
has found that operating debt at Runnells will con-
tinue to grow. This means the county will be forced
to lease or sell the facility. The same may be coming
to the Watchung Stable, although its debt is “only”
$600,000. Unloading the $50-million county jail is
a wish of the county, but it may not be practical.

The county may be faced with merging the county
police department with the sheriff’s department.
Union County is one of only two counties that still
have county police. The sheriff’s proposed budget
for this year is $16.9 million and the county police
budget is $8.3 million.

Trimming operating costs is essential – but it’s too
little, too late. Debt must be paid.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Radeau – A raft
2. Davit – A boat hoist used for raising

and lowering smaller boats
3. Tarve – To bend or turn
4. Abaddon – Angel of the bottomless

pit
CTENIDIUM

1. Respiratory organ of a mollusk
2. A thousand of anything
3. A Roman mineral bath
4. A horsefly

ADMINICLE
1. To ridicule
2. To force or drive out; expel
3. Help; support
4. Enslave or imprison

CONCULCATE
1. To mix or jumble
2. To waver or sway
3. To chill or harden
4. To trample under foot

BANIAN
1. A Hindu trader or merchant
2. A heavy barge used for freight
3. A bold, boisterous girl; a tomboy
4. A cavern or large cave

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Sandy Hero Among
Animal Hall Of Fame
FLORHAM PARK – The New Jersey

Veterinary Medical Association
(NJVMA) Animal Hall of Fame Com-
mittee has selected five dogs, one cat, one
horse, and two animal welfare advocates
for induction into the 18th Annual
NJVMA Animal Hall of Fame.

A rescued dog that dedicated his life to
protecting the community, three dogs
and a cat that participate in various vol-
unteer services, a horse that provides
emotional supportive therapy to at-risk
youth, an advocate who works to save the
lives of abandoned rabbits, a dog who
offers comfort to those in times of hard-
ship, and an emerging hero who sacri-
ficed to help restore hope and rebuild
lives in the wake of Hurricane Sandy,
will all be honored on March 3 with
induction into the 18th Annual NJVMA
Animal Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame inductees are:
K-9 Tyson: While he served the State

of New Jersey, he also served as a best
friend, partner, and hero. Tyson, a Ger-
man Shepherd-Akita mix, served the K-
9 unit of the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Department for nine years, specializing
in explosives detection. He dedicated his
life to saving others including the com-
munity he served, the policemen he kept
from danger, and the partner he loved.

Lexi, Remi, Riese And Buttons: This
group of extraordinary animals exhibits
patience not easily found in humans. As
they work to engage and inspire, these
animals freely give of themselves by par-
ticipating in volunteer services in librar-
ies, nursing homes and hospitals, while
simultaneously easing the minds of those
around them.

Straw: While most therapy horses pro-
vide physical supportive therapy to help
heal individuals, Straw takes a different
approach towards therapy by providing
emotional comfort and encouragement
to individuals where they need it most:
their soul. Straw, an American Quarter
Horse, is known for her work with veter-
ans with Post-traumatic stress disorder,
youth groups, and bereaved children.

Cathy Genna: As a long-time rabbit
advocate, she works to educate the public
about the needs of rabbits, including
proper nutrition, health care, and envi-
ronmental enrichment and emphasizes
the uniqueness of each rabbit. Over the
years, she has placed over 300 rabbits.

Petey: This small dog with a big per-
sonality gives new meaning to the phrase
“working like a dog” – comforting cli-
ents with hardships.

Christine Seminerio: During Hurricane
Sandy, Christine Seminerio established a
temporary evacuation shelter and touched
the lives of the families and animals that
needed help most. Leaving her own fam-
ily behind, Christine spent four weeks at
the shelter, providing medical care for
the animals.

The luncheon honoring this year’s in-
ductees will begin at noon at the Hamilton
Park Conference Center in Florham Park.
The event is open to the public. See ticket
information at www.njvma.org.

Community News

See more letters on page 5


