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This Is Westfield  2013
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 41st Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

Membership offer is valid through 2/28/13 for full facility memberships.   
New members must not have been a full facility member of the Westfield Area Y for the last 60 days.   

HEARTS GROW  
STRONGER HERE 
Celebrate American Heart Month by becoming a part of the 
Westfield Area Y!   

Let our friendly staff and non-intimidating atmosphere 
inspire you to a healthier lifestyle.  You can join anywhere, but 
you belong at the Y where strong hearts make a difference. 

FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 
 

ONE MONTH FREE  - AND - 

50% OFF JOINER’S FEE  

WASHINGTON, D.C.  – Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) recently met with Nancy
Kessler McCabe of Mountainside in his Capitol Hill office.  Ms. McCabe was in
Washington as part of the Council of Insurance Agents and Brokers’ Legislative
Leadership conference. During the meeting, Rep. Lance and Ms. McCabe
discussed federal rules and regulations impacting insurance agents and brokers.

Senate Passes Resolution to Place Min.
Wage Hike With Indexing on Ballot

TRENTON  –  The New Jersey
State Senate has voted in favor of
resolution, SCR1, which calls for a
constitutional amendment to raise
New Jersey’s minimum wage with
indexing. The resolution would place
the question on the 2013 fall election
ballot for voters to decide.

Under the resolution, the state’s
minimum wage would be increased
from the current rate of $7.25 an
hour to $8.25 an hour beginning
January 1, 2014. After that, any in-
crease in the minimum wage would
be indexed to the annual CPI. Voters
would get to decide the issue this
November.

The Senate’s action would put New
Jersey a step closer to joining 10
other states that have established au-
tomatic annual adjustments to the
minimum wage based on the rising
cost of living. Of those states, four
have established the program through
constitutional amendment.

An $8.25 per hour minimum wage
would generate approximately $195
million in additional economic activ-
ity and leading to the creation of over
1,700 full-time jobs, according to the
New Jersey Time to Care Coalition.

“SCR1 is the best way forward to

help guarantee that low-income work-
ing families in New Jersey have a
consistent wage standard that keeps
up with the ever-increasing expenses
for food, housing, utilities and trans-
portation,” according to a press re-
lease from New Jersey Time to Care
Coalition. “Raising the minimum
wage will help New Jersey’s hard
working families just when they need
it the most; and it will help move the
state’s economy forward.”

A previous bill, A-2162, which would
have raised the minimum wage with the
governor’s signature, was conditionally
vetoed by Governor Chris Christie.

“The governor failed to stand up for
working people in this state, so now
we are going to take this issue directly
to the voters,” Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) said. “It is
time to remove politics and politicians
from this process once and for all. The
people of New Jersey clearly support
this issue and I have no doubt that they
will overwhelmingly approve this
measure in the fall.”

Senator Joe Pennacchio (R-26,
Morris) bill amendment  to increase
and re-implement New Jersey’s
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
program was defeated.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Durbin Says Menendez
Should Not Resign

 U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.), who is facing questions over
allegations he used his political influ-
ence to help his Florida friend and
campaign donor, Dr. Salomon Melgen,
has received support from Senator Dick
Durbin (D-Illinois), who said Sen.
Menendez should not resign, accord-
ing to a report in The Washington Times.

“Senator Menendez has given us
an assurance that there is no sub-
stance to these charges,” Mr. Durbin
said on NBC’s Meet the Press on
Sunday, according to The Washing-
ton Times report. “It’s being looked at
by the Ethics Committee. Of course,
I can’t comment beyond that.”

Mr. Durbin said Mr. Menendez
should not resign from his seat.

The Star-Ledger reported that Dr.
Melgen sent $103,500 to Democratic
committees in four counties, includ-
ing Union County.
Newspaper Assoc. Disagrees With
Ending Saturday Mail Delivery
“The U.S. Postal Service’s an-

nouncement today that it intends to
maintain Saturday delivery of pack-
ages but abandon delivery of news-
papers is an indication USPS is mov-
ing further and further away from the
universal service the American pub-
lic expects,” National Newspaper
Association (NNA) President Merle
Baranczyk said. “This unfortunate
decision sees packages as profitable
but forgets the importance of money
in the mail for small businesses and
thousands of American communities
who depend upon local newspaper
delivery on Saturdays.”

Bill Would Create Fines, Jail
Time for Cigarette Smuggling
Legislation sponsored by Deputy

Assembly Republican Leaders Amy
Handlin (R-13, Monmouth) and An-
thony M. Bucco (R-25, Morris) that

increases fines and jail sentences for
illegal cigarette smuggling and avoid-
ing the payment of the appropriate tax
in New Jersey has been approved by
the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

The bill, A-3278, would stiffen the
penalties for offenses such as selling
cigarettes without a license, purchas-
ing or selling unstamped cigarettes
or refusing to produce business
records pertaining to the purchase,
sale or transportation of cigarettes.

Under New Jersey’s Cigarette Tax
Act, cigarette tax payments are evi-
denced by appropriately stamped
cigarettes packs. New Jersey resi-
dents are not permitted to possess or
consume untaxed, improperly
stamped or unstamped cigarettes.
Criminal and civil statutes apply in
either of these circumstances.

Sweeney Continues Attack
On Kean Over AshBritt

State Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) contin-
ued his attack on Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
this week regarding the state’s $100-
million contract to AshBritt for Hurri-
cane Sandy cleanup. “I asked Minor-
ity Leader Kean to pledge along with
me not to accept contributions from
AshBritt or their vendors. As I said
then, it’s time to walk the walk. So why
does Minority Leader Tom Kean re-
main silent on AshBritt and their politi-
cal connections? Is it because their
New Jersey vendor Conti construction
has made thousands in political contri-
butions to him in the last two years?”
Senator Sweeney said.

A previous statement from Sen.
Kean’s  called Sen. Sweeney’s com-
ments on AshBritt a “another temper
tantrum from a Senate President who
still cannot accept that voters chose
Chris Christie for Governor three years
ago.”

Assembly Panel OKs Bill to
Grant Col. Credit to Students

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-34, East Orange) and Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) to give students partici-
pating in the American Legion Jersey
Boys State or the American Legion
Auxiliary Jersey Girls State programs
college credit for successfully com-
pleting the week-long course in gov-
ernment was approved by a legislative
panel last week.

“These are exemplary students and
potential leaders in government,”
Asw. Oliver said. “Chosen for their
interest in civics and academic excel-
lence, the students deserve credit for
the intensive study and participation
that is required of them while in this
program. Let’s give them a head start
as a reward for their hard work.”

“The Boys and Girls State pro-
grams provide high school students
with a college-level curriculum that
instills in them a greater understand-

ing of our political system and gov-
ernment process,” Asm. Bramnick (R-
Westfield) said. “This week-long pro-
gram may be brief, but it is intense and
difficult. Colleges should be encour-
aged to consider granting college cred-
its to successful participants.”

Under the bill, public and indepen-
dent institutions of higher education
would be permitted to grant up to
three college credits to high school
students who successfully complete
the American Legion Jersey Boys
State or the American Legion Auxil-
iary Jersey Girls State programs. The
bill also would direct the Commis-
sion on Higher Education to encour-
age New Jersey colleges and univer-
sities to award students’ credit for
successful completion of the pro-
grams.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee approved the legislation
and the measure will now be consid-
ered for a floor vote.

CSH Receives $5,000 Grant
MOUNTAINSIDE  - Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital recently received a grant
of $5,000 from the Allstate Foundation
Good Hands Fund. The funds will be
used to support nonprofit organizations
that were affected by Hurricane Sandy.
The grant was received through Ron
Banksy, Allstate agent owner and active
member of Safe Kids Union County at
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

These funds will support upgrad-
ing the generators at CSH locations
in Mountainside and Toms River.
These two locations provide long-
term care services to patients who
live at these pediatric nursing homes.
Several patients rely on power to
support their ventilators and other

medical monitoring equipment, ac-
cording to a CSH press release.

Although all of the generators at
CSH operated efficiently and effec-
tively during Hurricane Sandy, the
funds that are going towards upgrad-
ing the generators will help expand
services to the community, and will
increase functional areas of the fa-
cilities if another crisis occurs.

 Susan Driscoll, community educa-
tor for CSH said  the Mountainside
hospital operated on emergency gen-
erator power for 78 hours during sandy.

A portion of the grant money will
be used for supplying safety equip-
ment, such as car seats and cribs to
families.


