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NEW JUDGE...State Senate Minority Leader  Tom Kean (R-21, Westfield)
stands with Michael O’Neill following Mr. O’Neill’s confirmation on February 7
by the state Senate to be a judge of the state Superior Court in Somerset County.

Scutari Bill Would Eliminate Marriage
Waiting Period to Stimulate Tourism

New Board Formed on
Rahway River Watershed

REGION – With continued con-
cerns about the flooding in the
Rahway River watershed, a new re-
gional advisory board has been
formed to advise communities and
advocate for changes to ordinances
and implementation of best storm
water management practices includ-
ing to protect water quality and as
important an objective to reduce the
quantity of uncontrolled run off.

Meeting for its initial meeting in
Cranford, the new board has repre-
sentatives from Essex County to the
City of Rahway including member-
ship from 10 communities. Several
community environmental commis-
sion members, governing board mem-
bers and engineers are participating.

The members include: Vaclav
Benes (Millburn), Bob McCoy
(Maplewood), Jim Housten
(Rahway), Eric Benson (Essex
County), Alyson Miller (Spring-
field), Hortense Dias (Springfield),
Carol Berns (Cranford), Ed
O’Malley (Cranford), David
Schwartzberg (Fanwood), Frank
Klapinski (Cranford), Jennifer
Duckworth (Millburn and Essex
County), Kaitalin Gordon (Orange)
and John Hrebin (Cranford). The
board of advisors are Lynda Feder
of Rahway River Association and
Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott engi-

neering.
David Schwartzberg of Fanwood

and a member of the Rahway River
Association said, “The board will be
developing plans to implement and
to communicate through the indi-
vidual communities and the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, storm water manage-
ment education and proposed policy
changes that could make a difference
in the region.”

Cranford Deputy Mayor O’Malley
said, “[Hurricane] Irene changed
things and we have to look at this
issue in a more aggressive and seri-
ous light. The damages from Irene
were significant.”

Leo Coakley, advisor and engineer
said, “The regional approach will help
to ensure all residents in the region
understand that there are approaches
that can make a difference.”

The board decided on three 2013
major priorities including: a plan to
restore the flood plain in the water-
shed; development of best storm wa-
ter management practices putting
them where you can, and an im-
proved communication/education/
and ordinance proposals to make a
difference.

The next meeting of the board is
scheduled for Thursday, March 7 in
Springfield.

TRENTON – The state Senate last
week approved, by a vote of 25-9,
legislation sponsored by Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden) to
modify the state’s marriage and civil
union license requirements. The bill
is intended to give New Jersey’s tour-
ism and hospitality industry a com-
petitive edge over states across the
region.

“While New Jersey is a premier
destination for weddings, we can
make our state more attractive to tour-
ists by modernizing the process of
filing for a license and making it
easier for out-of-state consumers to
wed here,”  Senator Scutari said.
“Drawing more tourists to New Jer-
sey will also help to create jobs and to
boost our local economies.”

The measure, S-2399, would elimi-
nate the mandatory 72-hour waiting
period for issuance of a marriage or
civil union license after an application
is made — speeding weddings for
out-of-state consumers at New Jersey’s
many tourism destinations — delays
Sen. Scutari said now deprive local
economies of needed tourism dollars.

By eliminating the waiting period,
the Senator said it is hoped the mea-
sure would make New Jersey more
competitive with neighboring states,

including Pennsylvania (72-hour
waiting period), New York (24 hours),
Delaware (24 hours) and Maryland
(48 hours). Under the bill, New Jer-
sey would join Connecticut and
Rhode Island as the only states in the
northeast with no waiting period.
Thirty states allow couples to be is-
sued a marriage license on the date of
application.

Bramnick Rips Prieto
Remarks as ‘Politics’

TRENTON – Assembly Budget
Chairman Vincent Prieto (D-32,
Secaucus) has criticized state Trea-
surer Andrew P. Sidamon-Eristoff for
not appearing before the Assembly
Budget Committee to discuss Hurri-
cane Sandy relief funding.

“The treasurer’s failure to appear
today [February 7] to discuss con-
cerns about the administration’s us-
age of Sandy relief funding is an
absolute insult to the people of New
Jersey. The taxpayers deserve answers
to the many questions about whether
this money is being spent properly
with firms such as AshBritt (a Florida
firm that received a $100-million
contract for cleanup efforts from
Hurricane Sandy), but instead they
get political gamesmanship. That is
unacceptable,” Mr. Prieto said in a
statement. “The treasurer is being
disrespectful to this committee, but
most concerning, he’s being disre-
spectful to the taxpayers who pay his
salary and benefits and expect him to
do his job and provide answers to
basic questions. This is the fourth
time in recent months that the trea-
surer has failed to appear before this

committee to discuss important is-
sues. My patience has evaporated.”

In response, Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) released the following
statement:

 “The Christie Administration is
trying to move forward with a plan to
get the money to the people as quickly
as possible, while Assembly Budget
Chairman Prieto is trying to slow
them down by playing politics with
Sandy Recovery. It was the leader-
ship of Prieto’s party that misman-
aged the state’s School Construction
Corporation and now would like to
take charge of the Sandy fund. Their
goal is to play politics in a gubernato-
rial election year. I would suggest
Chairman Prieto’s goal should be
working with the Christie adminis-
tration to make sure people get the
help they need without delay.

“There is no doubt the public trusts
the expertise of the Christie Adminis-
tration, which includes former fed-
eral prosecutors such as Comptroller
Matt Boxer. People realize that play-
ing politics with Sandy money is not
the way to move our state forward.”

Holt: USPS Should
Maintain 6-day Delivery

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) last week re-
leased the following statement about
reports that the U.S. Postal Service
intends to end mail delivery on Satur-
days later this year:

“For more than 200 years, the U.S.
Postal Service has done far more than
sell stamps and deliver letters. It has
built communities, united citizens,
and bound together our vast and di-
verse country. I am deeply concerned
that, if the Postal Service were to
follow through on this plan to slash
services in the pursuit of short-term
financial gain, it would sacrifice its
most crucial long-term competitive
edge: its renowned and respected sta-
tus as a core American institution.

“The USPS is not just another de-
livery service. Only the USPS goes,
in effect, every day to every address,
rich or poor, rural or urban, commer-
cial or residential.”

In the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, Rep. Holt is a cosponsor of
House Resolution 30, which says that
the U.S. Postal Service should main-
tain a six-day delivery schedule.

N.J. Senators Concerned
Over New Elevation Maps

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tors Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) and
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) have ex-
pressed their concern about the im-
pact that changes to base flood eleva-
tion maps by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) would
have on New Jerseyans who are still
struggling to recover and rebuild af-
ter Hurricane Sandy.

FEMA released Advisory Base
Flood Elevation (ABFE) maps for 10
New Jersey counties in December
and while these ABFEs are not final-
ized, FEMA’s regulations for assis-
tance and the state’s adoption of the
maps for these 10 counties give them
the force of law.

In a letter to FEMA Administrator
Craig Fugate, the Senators noted
these ABFEs represented a dramatic
increase over the current levels and
would require homeowners to spend
tens of thousands of dollars to el-
evate their home with pilings, which

is an expensive project, or be sub-
jected to increased flood insurance
premiums.

“We would urge FEMA to exercise
caution when making these decisions
because of the extraordinary impact
they are having on homeowners,” the
Senators wrote. “For many middle-
class homeowners, especially those
who just lost everything to Sandy,
these additional costs will simply be
too much to bear.”

On February 1, 2013, the Senators
called on the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) to make additional resources
available to New Jersey homeowners
who are in the process of rebuilding
after Sandy and have found their
homes subject to new elevation re-
quirements under FEMA’s interim
floodplain maps.
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Smith Named Co-Chair
Of Heart, Stroke Panel

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
American Heart Association has ap-
plauded Representative Chris Smith
(R-4th) for accepting the position of
House Republican co-chair of the Con-
gressional Heart and Stroke Coalition.


