
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 54th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 07-2013 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, February 14, 2013

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of
Services And Programs Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company! 

If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff yyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ,,,,,,, pppppppppppppppppppppppppp

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MASTER CLASS…With Tony nominee Matthew Sklar at the piano, senior Julie Busch sings her character’s poignant
song, “A Note from Linda.” The composer of the music for Broadway’s The Wedding Singer, Mr. Sklar was a guest at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School where he spoke to the cast of the upcoming musical that will be presented two weekends
starting March 8. See story page 22.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW DAY...Michael Sheiowitz and daughter, Jordanna, take a break after
shoveling on Saturday morning in Scotch Plains. The February 8 storm dropped
a blanket of snow on the area.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park
in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area in snow.

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
SAFE HAVEN...Residents fled to Oh’Brian’s Pour House in Fanwood on Friday
to wait out the blizzard, dubbed “Nemo” by weather forecasters.

Consultant Recommends Lease
Or Sale of Runnells Hospital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – A report issued
Thursday by a consulting firm hired
by Union County has recommended
the county either lease or sell
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights as the only way
to eliminate the county subsidizing
the facility to the tune of $17 mil-
lion as of the end of 2011.

Ed Balliet, representing Complete
Healthcare Resources, told free-
holders last Thursday that if
Runnells were to continue to be a
county-operated facility, Union
County would face an additional $2
million in loss revenues when the
state Medicaid reimbursement rate
drops another $30 per bed some-
time in 2014.

The state, he said, is moving to-
wards a managed care funding sys-
tem for Medicaid, which will mean
a drop from the current $222 per
patient per day rate Runnells re-
ceives to $190 per patient. He said
Medicare pays $280 per patient.

According to the report, a lease
of Runnells to a nursing home op-
erator would result in annual lease
payments to the county in the range
of $1.4 to $2.1 million per year.

Mr. Balliet said, based on the

study, it was important that the
county only transfer its long-term
care facility license. He said the
lease for Runnells’ Cornerstone
psychiatric unit should be main-
tained by the county.

“Psychiatric units reimbursement
is completely different; it is sepa-
rate from the (long-term) facility,”
he said.

Mr. Balliet estimated that the sale
of Runnells, located at 40 Watchung
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SP Rec. Panel Discusses
Storm, Park Repairs

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission held
a short meeting Monday evening to
discuss storm repairs and spring and
summer programs.

Recreation Director Ray Poerio
told the commission that in January
the priority was to work with the
department of public works to clean
up debris from Hurricane Sandy. He
said the Scotch Hills golf course fence
repair is expected to cost $20,000.
Mr. Poerio said the cost would be
submitted to the township’s insur-

ance company, and whatever it does
not cover would be submitted to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). He also said tiles
are missing from the clubhouse at
Scotch Hills and would cost $970 to
replace.

Mr. Poerio said Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) wants to put a
substation at Farley Park I. He said
the substation would encroach on the
park and deem it unusable. He said he
asked the utility to reconfigure the
plan. He added that at Farley Park II,
the bleachers and players’ benches

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council Hears
Library and Zoning Reports

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Zoning
Officer Ray Sullivan reported an in-
crease in commercial applications,
especially on South Avenue, at the
February 5 borough council meet-
ing.

“There’s a lot of excitement going
on [along] South Avenue,” Mr.
Sullivan told the governing body.

The Chippery, a South Avenue fix-
ture since the 1960s, has been demol-
ished, Mr. Sullivan said. A prefabri-
cated unit of the same size will re-
place it on Friday, March 1.

Mr. Sullivan also reported that
Mara’s Café will open in the Fanwood
Crossing building at South and

Martine Avenues, and that Fabio’s
Bistro, located by the historic
Fanwood Train Station, has applied
for a new awning. In addition, a 1,400-
square-foot pizzeria with a wood-
burning stove will open in the reno-
vated building formerly home to
Cavtro Electric.

A subdivision and building upgrade
will commence at Creative Habitats
tile and stone company, at 74 South
Avenue, and at the South Avenue
A&P, building improvements and a
new sign are in store.

The borough itself also might be in
line for a new sign on South Avenue,
according to Councilman Anthony
Parenti. He estimated that the pur-
chase of an electric signboard for the

Fanwood Municipal Building would
cost less than anticipated. The re-
maining money could pay for a sign
demarcating the line between
Fanwood and Plainfield on South
Avenue.

Multiple temporary cell tower
projects are in progress along South
Avenue, as well.

Mr. Sullivan went on to introduce a
new generator ordinance, specifying
guidelines that he said would keep
generators safely distanced from
homes and concealed from view. He
said generators already in place might
be grandfathered, even if they do not
meet the new regulations.

In other business, several members
of the Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library (FML) attended the
meeting, providing an opportunity to
officially swear in five members of
the board of trustees: Sheldon Ross,
Katherine Balch, Jennifer Coppock-
Huegel, Jean Frost-Guzzo and
Patricia Plante.

Mr. Ross, the board president, along
with Library Director Dan Weiss and
Ms. Balch, presented the council with
a five-year strategic plan and out-
lined major challenges the library
currently faces.

Ms. Balch summarized the library’s
agenda for the evening, saying, “De-
mand is very up, and funding is very
down. What we aim to accomplish
tonight is to familiarize [the council]
with where we are, where we need to
go…to open a dialogue and explore
solutions.”

Mr. Ross addressed demand. Cir-
culation is up over 22 percent, he
said. Program attendance, computer
usage and participation in the Friends
of the Library program also are on
the rise. He said the library struggles
to accommodate this level of demand
with a small, outdated facility.

The library building lacks modern
energy efficiencies, and does not meet
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) standards, he said. Because
there is no way for wheelchairs to
reach it, the basement cannot be used
for programming. Twenty-five per-
cent of the library’s own staff cannot
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CF Committee To Consider
Historic District Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance setting out the pro-
cess for establishing historic dis-
tricts and encouraging the preser-
vation of landmarks within
Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular
meeting that the purposes of the
ordinance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recognizes
the importance of historic districts,
he said. He said the designation of
a historic district would boost prop-
erty values by 3 percent. The desig-
nation also enables homes to be-
come eligible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that
the ordinance would not “abridge
property rights,” an issue raised late
last year by some residents when
the committee was first consider-
ing introducing the ordinance. Call-
ing the fear “a common misconcep-
tion,” he said residents should look
at the ordinance as “more of an
opportunity” to recognize the his-
toric nature of properties and to
increase property values rather than
a property-rights issue. Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins agreed, say-
ing the ordinance “strikes a good
balance” between historic-district
designations and property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the
township committee’s public hear-
ing and vote on Tuesday, March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Crystal upholding the site plan for
the Birchwood Avenue development
that calls for up to 360 new housing
units in what local officials say is a
flood zone. He said the judge’s de-
cision was part of a process that
township officials expect will end
up before an appellate court that
will review the entire matter. The
transcript of Judge Crystal’s deci-
sion will be posted on the township
website as soon as it is received,
Mr. McCarthy said.

Interim Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett said the municipal
budget process is getting underway
this week with the delivery of his
proposed budget to township com-
mittee members on Friday and then
public budget meetings with de-
partment heads beginning next
week. Sessions are set for February
19, 25 and 27, and Mayor Thomas
Hannen said the township website
will provide information on which
departments’ budgets will be re-
viewed during each meeting. Com-
missioner Kalnins said he plans
public hearings on dates to be de-
termined to allow residents to ask
questions and provide input on the
budget.

Committee members expressed
their thanks to the Public Works
Department for their snow-clear-
ing efforts during and after last
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Mayor Proposes Suspending
SID Assessment for 2013

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Mayor Kevin Glover explained his po-
sition on the future of the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation (SPMC) at
SPMC’s Tuesday night meeting. SPMC
is the governing body of Scotch Plains’
special improvement district.

In his reorganization speech on Janu-
ary 1, the mayor announced that he was
recommending a suspension of the an-
nual SID payments until further re-
view.

“We’re at this thing, the special im-
provement district (SID), for five years
now, and I don’t see any substantial
change in downtown,” Mayor Glover, a
SPMC board member, told the SPMC
board at its Tuesday night meeting.
“What we see is not a whole lot of
improvement.”

“Ten thousand cars go through Scotch
Plains a day. We’ve got to let them
know that Scotch Plains is open for
business. We’ve got to encourage our
restaurants to open sidewalk cafes;
we’ve got to hang a banner across Park

Avenue promoting our farmer’s mar-
ket and our free parking. We’ve got the
best farmer’s market around here,” he
added.

He also said, “If this SID is going to
fly, this is what we have to do.”

Mayor Glover told the board to get a
budget together to put before the town-
ship council early next month. He sug-
gested the board drop the $400 yearly
assessment to downtown business own-
ers in the SID. “As a council person, I
think it’s reasonable for this year,” he
said.

SPMC board member Tom Russo
said, “ I don’t think we can go forward.
I don’t think people are up in arms
about the assessment.”

Mayor Glover responded, “We don’t
have reserves. There is no one coming
to these meetings five years out.”

“If you own a commercial business,
you can’t spend $32 a month on an
assessment,” Mr. Russo said.

Mayor Glover then said, “People are
saying, ‘show me something.’”

The mayor also said the SPMC’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


