
Page 10 Thursday, February 14, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
CAUGHT...Union County Sheriff’s Officers return Plainfield High School teacher,
Jennalin M. Garcia-Calle, 28, to New Jersey to face sexual assault charges
stemming from an alleged sexual relationship with a 16-year-old male student.
She fled to Florida upon learning she was under investigation.

“It’s a very tough situation for county
government to run a nursing home with
the very high employee fringe benefits
– a lot of vacation leave and sick leave,
holiday pay and so forth really drive
those numbers up where you can’t
compete with the private sector,” Mr.
Pino said.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Mr. Balliet said
the report’s estimate was based on sales
of other county hospitals and not an
appraisal of the property.

According to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors website, the 43-acre prop-
erty is assessed at $36.8 million.

County-run facilities have been sold
over the past two years in Sussex,
Burlington, Cumberland and Salem
Counties. Those sale prices ranged from
$7.5 to $15 million. Sale prices are
based on number of beds. Runnells’
long-term care facility has 300 beds.
The other four hospitals sold ranged
from 102 to 196 beds, with the 196-bed
Cumberland Manor selling for $14
million, or $71,429 per bed, according
to Complete HealthCare’s report. Mr.
Balliet said Camden County is in the
process of selling its facility.

Facilities in Essex, Hudson and Mer-
cer Counties were sold over the past 10
to 15 years, according to the report.

Complete HealthCare also consid-
ered a sale of the 300 Runnells long-
term-care beds to an outside operator
with the county maintaining owner-
ship of the property. This type of ar-
rangement would net a sale price of
between $3.4 and $4.3 million for the
300-bed facility. The county would
have to do a short-term lease to the new
owner at Runnells while the new op-
erator built its own new facility. The
county would then renovate Runnells
and look for an alternative use for the
facility.

“This option is an option that is not
readily done,” he said, noting that there
currently is not a market for such an
arrangement.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter asked the board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee, chaired by Mr. Sullivan, to
consider the consultant’s recommen-
dations.

In other business, Freeholder Sullivan
said he would have a resolution for the
Thursday, February 21 meeting for a 2-
percent raise for the county’s three
constitutional officers – County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi, County Surrogate
James LaCorte and County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. They currently earn
$142,728 each.

The freeholders also will vote on a
resolution to contract with Powell Capi-
tal Markets, Inc. of Roseland as a finan-
cial advisor for the county’s proposed
transfer of its two public golf courses –
Galloping Hill in Union and Ashbrook
in Scotch Plains – to the Union County
Improvement Authority. Finance Di-
rector Bibi Taylor said the firm would
go back to 1997 to look at all the
county’s bonded debt to determine
which debt is specifically related to
golf operations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Runnells Hospital

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Jennifer Hazard’s Pre-K class at the Mountainside Cam-
pus of Holy Trinity Interparochial School decorated presents for Clifford, the Big
Red Dog, whose 50th birthday is today, Valentine’s Day. The students read
Clifford books all week and sang “Happy Birthday.”

MASTERING GARDENING…Last week, third- and fourth-grade students at
Deerfield School in Mountainside rolled up their sleeves and enjoyed a visit from
Mr. Ken and Miss Debbie, with the Master Gardeners of Union County. The
students were assisted with planting their own seeds in cell pots to be temporarily
housed in classroom windowsill gardens. Once sprouted, these plants will be
gently transferred to the raised beds in the newly constructed greenhouses on-site
in the center courtyard at Deerfield School.

College Woman’s Club Seeks
2013 Scholarship Applicants
WESTFIELD – Young women who

will be graduating from high school
this June and attending a four-year
college in fall 2013 are encouraged to
apply to the College Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s (WCW) annual scholar-
ship award program. Eligible appli-
cants must have maintained residency
in Westfield for at least one year prior
to applying.

Last year, the College Woman’s
Club of Westfield awarded $44,500 in
scholarship money to nine outstand-
ing young women from Westfield from
the Class of 2012. The recipients were
selected based on academic achieve-
ment, community service and finan-
cial need and went on to study at
academic institutions across the coun-

try, ranging from New Jersey to Cali-
fornia.

Applications are available electroni-
cally on the Westfield High School
website on the Counseling Depart-
ment page. All parts of the application
must be returned in completed form
by Monday, March 4, at 3 p.m. to Ann
Hade in the Counseling Department
at Westfield High School. For more
information, contact Deirdre
Malacrea, CWC Scholarship Chair-
person, at dtmalacrea@comcast.net.

Funds for the scholarships come
from donations from members and
the community and legacy gifts from
members. For more information about
the College Woman’s Club, contact
cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

can winner Mark LoGrippo.
In upcoming development news,

16 new housing units are being pro-
posed for 314 Myrtle Avenue and
321 Grove Street, the wooded area
across from the Westfield Indoor Ten-
nis Club, by C.W.M.&P., Inc.

Peter Meyers, David Kervick and
Mary Meyers own the corporation,
according to state business records.
Mr. Meyers could not be reached at
the address given on state records,
and telephone calls to Mr. Kervick
were not returned as of press time.

The zoning board of adjustment
was slated to hear the matter on Feb-
ruary 6, but the meeting was can-
celled, and a new date was not avail-
able as of press time.

Issues before the board include that
town ordinance allows for 12 units,
where 16 are being proposed. Also
contrary to ordinance requirements,
the applicant is seeking 21 feet end
wall to rear wall, where 45 feet is
required, and proposing 21 feet where
ordinance requires 60 feet – rear wall
to rear wall. The site is approximately
1.6 acres.

In other property news, 748 East
Broad Street, the property abutting
the Temple Emanu-El parking lot,
has been sold to the temple for
$540,000 from Warren Hanscom.
Taxes on the property were $11,989;
however, houses of worship do not
pay property taxes. The Hanscom
family also owns 740 and 732 East
Broad Street.
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public budget meetings with depart-
ment heads beginning next week.
Sessions are set for February 19, 25
and 27, and Mayor Thomas Hannen
said the township website will pro-
vide information on which depart-
ments’ budgets will be reviewed dur-
ing each meeting. Commissioner
Kalnins said he plans public hear-
ings on dates to be determined to
allow residents to ask questions and
provide input on the budget.

Committee members expressed
their thanks to the Public Works De-
partment for their snow-clearing ef-
forts during and after last weekend’s
snowfall. Commissioner Kevin
Campbell encouraged residents to
keep their cars off the streets in such
situations to ensure ease of plowing.
If that is not possible, he recom-
mended neighbors work together to
park their vehicles on the same side
of the streets.

Among the resolutions passed by
the committee on Tuesday was one
renewing the township’s animal con-
trol contract with Associated Humane
Society for 2013. Another resolution
authorized the refinancing of just over
$9 million in swim pool utility bonds.
Commissioner Kalnins lauded the ef-
fort by township finance officials in
refinancing at a .5 percent rate and
added that other similar moves are
planned for some township debt in
order to take advantage of current

low-interest rates.
The township committee also

passed a resolution expressing its
opposition to a proposed bill (S-2511)
in the State Senate amending the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
that Mr. Kalnins said would be
“overly burdensome” on the town-
ship clerk “and on taxpayers who’d
have to pay for all the provisions”
being proposed.

At the start of the meeting, Deputy
Mayor O’Malley presented certifi-
cates to two local businesses —
Chapman Brothers Plumbing and
Rebel Barbecue —for their efforts at
adopting environmentally sustainable
practices as part of the local Go Green
initiative. Mayor Hannen presented
a resolution congratulating Thomas
Philip on achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.
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reporter?”
In an e-mail, Mr. Mathieu shot

back at the mayor.
“Our mayor seems to think pub-

lic officials should govern in secret.
I’m a firm believer in transparency
for all government officials in ev-
erything they say and do,” he wrote.

John Quattrocchi, chairman of
the Garwood Republican Commit-
tee and the mayor’s husband, said
Mr. DeFilippo did not consult him
before resigning, but his wife said
the committee has some people in
mind to fill the seat. The eight-
member GOP committee has 15
days – until Wednesday, February
27 – to submit three nominees. The
council has 30 days – until Friday,
March 15 – to choose one of the
three to fill the vacancy.

Whoever replaces Mr. DeFilippo
likely will have the advantage of
incumbency in seeking a full term.

There was only a brief mention
of Mr. DeFilippo’s resignation at
Tuesday’s work session and that
was related to committees. Mr.
DeFilippo chaired the Buildings and
Grounds Committee. He was also a
member of the Finance Committee,
which has a meeting on Tuesday,
February 19.

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. DeFilippo’s
departure left no Republican on the
Finance Committee and volunteered
to fill the vacancy, even tempo-
rarily.

He also noted that as mayor, Mrs.
Quattrocchi is a de facto member of
all committees, and as a Republi-
can, she decided to fill the void in
the interim. She will also be evalu-
ating committee assignments.

In other meeting news, Mayor
Quattrocchi proposed eliminating
the recreation committee as a stand-
ing council committee, citing its
virtual duplication to the Recre-
ation Commission. Councilman
Lou Petruzzelli is chairman of the
council committee, but the com-
mittee has no members, an issue
raised by Mr. Mathieu at a previous

meeting, who said it was a violation
of bylaws.

Council President Sara Todisco
suggested waiting before taking
action in order for council mem-
bers to gather more information on
the commission versus the com-
mittee.

Mr. Mathieu took issue with the
matter, saying that council mem-
bers all voted on adopting the by-
laws. “Now the deck is stacked by
the mayor not appointing those two
other people and then when I bring
up the bylaw violation, ‘oh, by the
way, I was going to eliminate the
committee.’”

In other business, council mem-
bers questioned officials from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) regarding the borough’s
most recent assessment, which
jumped by 13 percent, or nearly
$60,000 from the previous year.
Members, and especially Borough
Attorney Robert Renaud, were du-
bious of the RSVA’s sewage flow
calculations, noting the relatively
stable population and development
conditions of Garwood and the sur-
rounding towns.

Because the assessment is based
on a percentage of use among the
11 RSVA member municipalities
as well as 3,500 industrial and com-
mercial customers – which fluctu-
ates – the RVSA officials would not
offer a prediction of next year’s
cost for budgeting purposes.

Mayor Quattrocchi presented a
draft of the borough newsletter,
done by two volunteers, which
sparked debate about the
publication’s frequency. Mr.
Mathieu argued for twice a year to
limit cost – while other council
members proposed three to four
times.

Also Tuesday night, council
members agreed to reduce the fee
for certificates of non-conformity
from $400 to $200. The Laws and
License Committee had originally
proposed waiving the fee.
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COMMUNITY ACTIVIST...Brandon Vassallo, Westfield High School Class of
2012 and a freshman at the University of Delaware, donated $855 to the St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church in Bay Head. These proceeds were made possible by the
families and friends of Silver Beach, who purchased limited-edition “Rebuild the
Shore” apparel and phone cases from Brandon’s company, Affluence Surf and
Skate. St. Paul’s has been providing meals and a place where displaced families
can share meals and find a sense of community after losing their homes during
Hurricane Sandy.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOING DOWN HILL…Area residents flock to Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
on Saturday to enjoy a day of sleigh riding after a Friday night blizzard blanketed
the area with snow.

GIVING BACK…Imagine Chairman of the Board Keith Hertell, Imagine
Executive Director Mary Robinson and Senator Tom Kean, Jr. accept a grant
from State Farm Agent Christine Cosenza at the Imagine office in Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Hertell, Ms. Cosenza, Ms. Robinson and Senator
Kean.

Happy
Valentine’s

Day!


