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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard
blanketed the area in snow.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WINTER WONDERLAND...Mindowaskin Park in Westfield looked like a
winter wonderland on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area in snow.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Unami Park in Cranford, February 9
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Consultant Recommends Lease
Or Sale of Runnells Hospital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – A report issued Thurs-
day by a consulting firm hired by Union
County has recommended the county
either lease or sell Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in Berkeley Heights as
the only way to eliminate the county
subsidizing the facility to the tune of
$17 million as of the end of 2011.

Ed Balliet, representing Complete
Healthcare Resources, told freehold-
ers last Thursday that if Runnells were
to continue to be a county-operated
facility, Union County would face an
additional $2 million in loss revenues
when the state Medicaid reimburse-
ment rate drops another $30 per bed
sometime in 2014.

The state, he said, is moving towards
a managed care funding system for
Medicaid, which will mean a drop from
the current $222 per patient per day
rate Runnells receives to $190 per pa-
tient. He said Medicare pays $280 per
patient.

According to the report, a lease of
Runnells to a nursing home operator
would result in annual lease payments
to the county in the range of $1.4 to
$2.1 million per year.

Mr. Balliet said, based on the study,
it was important that the county only
transfer its long-term care facility li-
cense. He said the lease for Runnells’
Cornerstone psychiatric unit should be
maintained by the county.

“Psychiatric units reimbursement is

completely different; it is separate from
the (long-term) facility,” he said.

Mr. Balliet estimated that the sale of
Runnells, located at 40 Watchung Way,
could bring between $22.4 and $25.8
million.

Mr. Balliet said either a lease or sale
of Runnells would take most of 2013 to
complete. A sale of Runnells would put
the property on tax rolls for county
taxes. Currently, as a government-
owned property, Runnells does not pay
property taxes.

Under either a sale or lease, current
Runnells employees would become
employees of the new operator.

In an effort to eliminate the county
subsidy, Complete Healthcare looked
at both revenue enhancement and ex-
pense reduction opportunities. Mr.
Balliet said his firm found $1.8 million
in additional revenue sources along
with $4.7 million in what the report
termed “operational efficiencies” which
could reduce Runnells’ debt by $6.5
million. The report indicated the county
subsidy, if all revenue additions and
expense reductions were implemented,
would be reduced from $17 million to
$10.5 million, but that change in the
state’s Medicaid reimbursement rate
could drop revenues another $1.4 mil-
lion to $2.4 million, putting the county
subsidy at around $13 million.

Alfred Pino of the Pino Consulting
Group of East Windsor said over the
last six years, Medicaid rates for
Runnells ranged from $205 to $231 per
bed per day. He said Medicaid pays 80
percent of the per diem rates per pa-
tients at Runnells.

“It’s been relatively flat the last sev-
eral years,” Mr. Pino said, noting while
Medicaid rates have been flat, costs
such as employee fringe benefits and
pension payments have risen.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked what
rate would be needed for the hospital to
break even, to which Mr. Pino said a
rate between $275 and $300 per patient
per day would be needed.

Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS…Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority officials,
pictured, left to right, Jim Meehan, executive director; John Buonocore, staff
engineer, and Stephen Greet, Garwood commissioner, answer questions from the
Garwood Borough Council Tuesday night regarding the township’s most recent
assessment.

Grove Street Development,
Temple Purchase Reported

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In Westfield, elec-
tions are on the horizon with the
mayor and half of the town council
on the ballot this November, and a
new housing development is on the
table for the zoning board of adjust-
ment to consider.

While Mayor Andy Skibitsky an-
nounced last week that he will seek a
third term as mayor in the November
election, the Westfield Democrats
have yet to announce who their can-
didate will be. Party candidates have
until Monday, April 1, to file with the
clerk in order for their name to ap-
pear on the Primary Election ballot;

Independent candidates have until
Tuesday, June 4, to file their peti-
tions.

The mayor’s seat is up in Novem-
ber along with one seat from each of
the four wards. Terms are ending for
First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera, Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins, Third Ward Council-
man Dave Haas and Fourth Ward
Councilman Keith Loughlin. None
of the candidates has officially an-
nounced whether or not they will

seek reelection.
When asked on his website what

time he would be signing the mayor’s
petition for nomination, former po-
lice officer and regular council meet-
ing attendee Greg Kasko said, “Just
in time for him to sign mine.”

Mr. Kasko ran as an Independent
in the Third Ward council race in
2011, where he garnered just 275
votes in the three-way race against
Democrat Matt Sontz and Republi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CF Committee to Consider
Historic District Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance setting out the process
for establishing historic districts and
encouraging the preservation of
landmarks within Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular meet-
ing that the purposes of the ordi-
nance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recognizes
the importance of historic districts,
he said. He said the designation of a
historic district would boost prop-
erty values by 3 percent. The desig-
nation also enables homes to be-
come eligible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that the
ordinance would not “abridge prop-
erty rights,” an issue raised late last
year by some residents when the
committee was first considering in-
troducing the ordinance. Calling the
fear “a common misconception,” he
said residents should look at the
ordinance as “more of an opportu-
nity” to recognize the historic na-
ture of properties and to increase
property values rather than a prop-
erty-rights issue. Commissioner

Andis Kalnins agreed, saying the
ordinance “strikes a good balance”
between historic-district designa-
tions and property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the town-
ship committee’s public hearing and
vote on Tuesday, March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by state
Superior Court Judge Lisa Crystal
upholding the site plan for the
Birchwood Avenue development that
calls for up to 360 new housing units
in what local officials say is a flood
zone. He said the judge’s decision
was part of a process that township
officials expect will end up before
an appellate court that will review
the entire matter. The transcript of
Judge Crystal’s decision will be
posted on the township website as
soon as it is received, Mr. McCarthy
said.

Interim Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett said the municipal
budget process is getting underway
this week with the delivery of his
proposed budget to township com-
mittee members on Friday and then
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DeFilippo Resigns From
Garwood Council

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Victor DeFilippo
resigned from the Garwood Bor-
ough Council on Tuesday, citing a
vague reference to his job. The res-
ignation was made effective at noon,
seven hours before the work ses-
sion for that night’s meeting.

In a four-sentence letter to Bor-
ough Administrator/Municipal
Clerk Christina Ariemma, Mr.
DeFilippo said it was a tough deci-
sion, but because of “changes in my
employment situation, hours as well
as duties, I will no longer be able to
serve the people of Garwood…It
was a pleasure to work with all of
you.”

Mr. DeFilippo was elected in 2010
for a three-year term, which was set
to expire in December, and previ-
ously served one term from 2005
through the end of 2007. He did not

respond to an e-mail request for
comment.

A 2010 press release announcing
the GOP candidates for the bor-
ough council referred to his occu-
pation as the senior inspector with
the Department of Engineering for
the City of Newark.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said she
was surprised by the resignation.
“We had absolutely no clue,” she
said.

She also rebuked Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the lone remaining Re-
publican, for sending the resigna-
tion letter to reporters before she
and some of the other members of
the council were made aware of it.

“I’m not happy about it,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I’m sure the other
council members aren’t happy about
it. What is he doing sending
someone’s resignation letter to a
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