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Local Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following,
edited for brevity, is a letter sent
to state Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield).

******
Union County Prosecutor

Theodore Romankow is up for
re-appointment. My argument
is below asking Governor Christie
to select someone else.
Romankow has turned his de-
partment into his own fiefdom,
allegedly dispensing political fa-
vors at will. No one should be
above the law, and selectivity
and political connections should
not be considered in delibera-
tions of whether to prosecute or
not.

1) Age: He is past the manda-
tory age of retirement, which in
itself is a major factor.

2) Outside political favors: In
February 2006, Union County
Undersheriff Joseph Cryan had
an ex-girlfriend stalking him.

Romankow sent 13 prosecutor
agents to tail the ex-girlfriend
down to Trenton to arrest her. In
May 2006 New Jersey State As-
sistant Prosecutor Debra Stone
noted that this was a dispropor-
tionate amount of manpower for
a fourth-degree stalking charge.
In February 2010, state Judge
Maenza stated this case should
not have been handled in Union
County.

3) Non-prosecution 1: In No-
vember 2011, the Union County
DPW uncovered a multiple theft
of chainsaws. The public found
that Freeholder Scanlon’s son
was interviewed as the main
suspect. Romankow’s investiga-
tion is now over one-year-old

and he claims it is still ongoing.
This stonewalling could be oc-
curring because it is a
freeholder’s son.

4) Non-prosecution 2 —
Musicfest: Through 2005 to
2011, Union County Manager
George Devanney, who is the
nephew of Senator Ray Lesniak,
sponsored a large gala musical
program he personally devel-
oped. After many years of pres-
sure from the public to investi-
gate possible tax money abuse,
the prosecutor investigated the
2010 event five months later.
Despite finding $15,000 hidden
in a county safe, another
$100,000 hidden in a third en-
tity, deposits of multiple
amounts just under the $10,000
threshold that triggers financial
reporting to the IRS, the pros-
ecutor concluded that nothing
criminal occurred and it was only
lax paperwork. Residents then

uncovered an additional $37,000
“lost” dollars never accounted in
the report. With thousands of
hidden dollars, one would think
that Romankow would investi-
gate into other years to find a
possible pattern of criminality.
He stopped short and for all this
misuse not one person was held
accountable.

5) Questionable employees:
Romankow’s second in com-
mand, Mr. Cernades, Jr was iden-
tified as a satellite figure in a
June 2009 New York Investiga-
tor General [NYIG] report on
Waterfront corruption. It ap-
pears Mr. Cernades abused his
power to retrieve privileged in-
formation for a family friend who

was under investigation by the
NYIG. Upon questioning by the
NYIG investigators, he denied
it, but then when confronted
with evidence to the contrary,
admitted to the truth. Mr.
Cernades still works as second
in command.

6) Retribution —
Generatorgate: A watchdog
group, the UCWA has consis-
tently criticized the prosecutor
department over many years.
In Hurricane Sandy, the UCWA
by undisclosed source reported
that 16 Union County employ-
ees took home generators. The
County Police started the inves-
tigation but Romankow took it
over. Then the UCWA started
getting threatening letters and
a subpoena from Romankow.
Romankow had uncovered four
suspects but instead of pros-
ecuting them, he decided to fo-
cus on the UCWA who stated
they would only give the infor-
mation to the state AG, since
there is a trust issue. His depart-
ment has generated over 150
pages in a case against the
UCWA. This should be remanded
to the state level since there is
sufficient prejudice to warrant
it. Romankow won’t budge in his
vendetta.

7) Romankow, in handling a
large department, spends re-
sources on vendettas and [ca-
ters to] political friends.

His department should be in-
vestigated by higher authori-
ties. These allegations compro-
mise the department’s integrity
when it comes to future court
cases brought forth.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Theodore Romankow Should Not Be
Reappointed as County Prosecutor

Floraphile to Welcome
Conservancy Speaker
CRANFORD – The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will host
a special presentation entitled
“Four Season Gardening” on
Tuesday, February 19, at 12:30
p.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford.

A member of the Greater New-
ark Conservancy will discuss gar-
dening throughout the year. As
always, guests are welcome. For
more information on upcoming
events of the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net.

Probitas Verus Honos

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Monday, January 21, Kevin D.
Brevard, Jr., 27, of Plainfield was
issued a summons for driving while
on the suspended list. He was
released with a pending court date.

Wednesday, January 23, Chris-
topher Plaia, 27, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with bur-
glary and theft to a business on
the 100 block of North Avenue.
Plaia was released after posting
bail with a pending court date.

Friday, January 25, Bryan A.
Taveras, 18, of South Plainfield
was issued a summons for driving
while on the suspended list. He was
released with a pending court date.

Saturday, January 26, Sivan
Merom, 29, of Wanaque was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was
transported to the Union County
jail in lieu of bail. Police made the
arrest while investigating a suspi-
cious motor vehicle parked on the
200 block of North Avenue.

Tricky Tray Benefit
On Tap Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its second annual Tricky Tray
event tomorrow, Friday, Febru-
ary 8, from 6 to 10 p.m. at The
Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue in Garwood. TEDS serves
children ages 2½ to 13. Tickets
are $40 per person and include
both a dinner and $15 worth of
raffle tickets. A cash bar will be
available.

“We have some very exciting
items in this year’s Tricky Tray,
including a 39-inch flat-screen
TV, a Nook reader, Calvin Klein
and Vera Bradley purses, L’Eau
D’Issey perfume and a wide va-
riety of gift baskets,” said Dr.
Korine Dankowski, TEDS direc-
tor. “Proceeds from the evening
will go to resurface the Trinity
Episcopal Day School playground.
We invite all adults to join us for
a fun evening for a great cause,”
Dr. Dankowski added.

TEDS is accepting new students.
For additional information about
the school, call (908) 276-2881,
e-mail teds205@gmail.com or
visit tedscranford.org.

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
on Friday, February 15, from 6 to
8 p.m.

This year’s event will feature
baked fish, for those who cannot
eat fried, as well as the tradi-
tional fried fish; chicken also will
be available.

Tickets are $12 in advance,
$15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Partici-
pants may dine in or take their
meals out.

Tickets can be obtained at the
Knights council hall weekdays
after 4:30 p.m. or on weekends
after 2 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9809 or Den-
nis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-

lumbus is located at 37 South
Avenue, Garwood, across from
the PathMark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off of
Willow Avenue.

Garwood Knights Set Lenten Fish Fry


