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BONACUM NETS 25 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI PUTS IN 14 POINTS; GREEN GRABS 11 REBOUNDS

Cougars Bang 3’s, Defeat Raider Boy B’ballers, 58-44
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green’s effec-
tiveness under the boards and
accurate shooting from beyond
the perimeter was prevalent in
the Cranford High School boys
basketball team’s 58-44 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Scotch Plains on January 31.

Green pulled down 11 rebounds
and added three blocked shots
and a steal, while sinking six
points and contributing three
assists for the 6-10 Cougars.
Additionally, four different Cou-
gars combined to hit eight 3-
pointers to make it very difficult
for the 6-11 Raiders to defend.

“Reggie Green was tough down
low and with their solid 3-point
shooting, they were tough to
cover both inside and out. Every
time we would get close, they
would hit a big three to pull
away,” Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty said.

“We blew them out last time.
We knew we played very well
that game, so we didn’t want to
be complaisant and just let them
off. We had to work hard, be-
cause this team is pretty good.
We had a good three days of
practice, and we did a lot of
scrimmaging with each other.
We came in, played strong, ev-
eryone contributed, so it came
out pretty good, Green said.

Raider senior forward Tom
Bonacum turned out to be effec-
tive in nearly every aspect of the
game. Bonacum also had 11 re-
bounds, but he was also very
dangerous offensively under the
board, from mid range and from
beyond the perimeter. He fin-
ished with a game-high 25
points, which included three of

the Raiders’ six 3-pointers.
“I was playing against him since

I was in middle school. We knew
he was their best player. He can
shoot the ball a lot, so we knew
every time he gets the ball to

get a hand up so he doesn’t
score,” Green said.

Junior forward John
Oblachinski led the Cougars with
14 points and contributed six
rebounds and a steal. Matt Smith

bucketed 12 points, including
three 3-pointers. Point guard
Tommy Trotter netted a pair of
3-pointers, as did Chris Wills.
Stefan Fedorchak sank nine
points, Luke Christiano banged

a 3-pointer and Mike Guariello
hit a 2-pointer.

Raider senior guard Kevin
Raszka nailed a pair of 3-point-
ers and added four assists, two
steals and three rebounds. Point
guard Xavier Noel-Brooks had
four points, three assists and
three steals. Quaryee Bull had
two points, three rebounds, a
blocked shot and a steal. Josh
Amato netted seven points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer.

The Raiders began with a sys-
tem of crosscourt passing, but it
turned out to be ineffective as
the Cougars scored the first 13
points of the first quarter, which
included two straight 3-pointers
from Smith. Bonacum scored the
Raiders’ only four points, and
the Cougars carried a 15-4 lead
into the second quarter.

Bonacum got hot in the second
quarter and scored eight points,
including a put-back, to slightly
narrow the Cougars’ lead to 25-
16 at the half. Trotter and Wills
each banged a 3-pointer in the
quarter.

Bonacum scored the first five
points early in the third quarter to
cut the Cougars’ lead to 25-21,
but Oblachinski sank nine of his
points, and Trotter hit another 3-
pointer. Bonacum finished with
eight points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and Raszka swished two
3-pointers in the quarter, which
ended in a 16-16 draw with the
Cougars leading, 41-32.

Smith started the fourth quar-
ter with a 3-pointer then
Bonacum answered with a 2-
pointer and a 3-pointer, but the
Cougars went on an 11-0 run to
put the game out of reach and to
bring in the substitutes. Amato
sank all seven of his points in the
final two minutes.
Cranford 15 10 16 17 58
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd   4 12 16 12 44

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD SCRAMBLE FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior Stefan Fedorchak, front, and Raider Quaryee Bull scramble for
the ball near the sideline in Scotch Plains on January 31. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 58-44.
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