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l'ennemi du journaliste

McCOY SINKS 20 POINTS, WISCHUSEN SCORES 16 POINTS, MAUCIONE BUCKETS 15 POINTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Cage Linden Lady Tigers, 69-58
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four Cougars in the starting
five hit double figures in scoring
and the other sank eight points
as the 13-4 Cranford High School
girls basketball team rolled past
the 10-8 Linden Lady Tigers, 69-
58, in Cranford on January 29.

Senior forward Jess McCoy led
the Cougars with 20 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and pulled
down eight rebounds. Senior
point guard Jenna Goeller netted
10 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and guard Kerry
Wischusen put in 16 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers, and
added three steals. Senior for-
ward Kaitlin McGovern rolled in
eight points and had eight re-
bounds, including three offen-
sive. Mairead McKeary came off
the bench and contributed two
steals and a rebound.

Cougar forward Carly Maucione

was quite effective under the
boards defensively and offen-
sively with four blocked shots
and 15 points, but she also stung
the Tigers from the outside with
three 3-pointers.

Unlike in their 32-26 loss to
Roselle Catholic on January 24
where their shooting was nonex-
istent in the first quarter and
turned to ice in the fourth quar-
ter, the Cougars were on fire

offensively throughout the game
with the Tigers.

“It’s probably the most for me
this year. Last game, we came

out really weak and were not
ready to play. Today, we had a lot
of assists and worked together on
offense,” Maucione said.

What really did make the Cou-
gars’ offensive success so pos-

sible were their 23-team assists.
McCoy dished out eight assists,
Wischusen had six, Goeller had
five, and McGovern had three,
while Maucione added one. Their
proficiency with assists not only
translated to easy lay-ups un-

der the boards, but also nine 3-
pointers.

“When everyone is making
shots, and everyone else is tak-
ing shots, you yourself want to
take shots and the assists just
makes us that much better. We
do struggle when we are off in
our shooting. We can play well
the entire game, but when the
shots are off, it’s close,” Maucione
said.

The Cougars jumped on the
Tigers early to grab a 22-6 first-
quarter lead. McCoy contributed
eight of those points and Goeller
sank five. Although they had a
slow start, the Tigers stepped up
their offense and played on a par
with the Cougars for the remain-
der of the game. Guard Destiny
Jenkins sank 12 of her game-
high 25 points in the second quar-
ter, which the Tigers won, 18-10,
to shrink the Cougars’ lead to 32-
24 at halftime.

Maucione sank seven points and
Wischusen sank six in the third
quarter that the Cougars won,
17-16. McCoy added the other
four points. Jenkins sank eight
more points, while forward Jada
Lewis and guard Nah Quisia
Robinson each netted four points.

With the score 49-40 entering
the fourth quarter, McGovern
rolled in a lay-up and Wischusen
and Goeller followed with 3-point-
ers to stretch the Cougars’ lead
to 57-40. But Lewis came alive
and sank 12 of her 23 points the
rest of the way. Fortunately for
the Cougars, McCoy hit a pair of
2-pointers, Maucione nailed a 3-
pointer and a 2-pointer, and
Wischusen swished a 3-pointer.
Linden   6 18 16 18 58
Cranford 22 10 17 20 69
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IT TAKES A THIEF…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 32, swipes the ball from the grasp of a Tiger. Wischusen had three
steals and also sank 16 points and had six assists in the 69-58 victory over Linden.
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