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WSO’s Perfect Valentine –
‘A Night At The Movies’

Cranford Actor/Teacher Directs EVP’s
Production of The Dream of the Burning Boy

WESTFIELD  — Celebrate
Valentine’s Day on Sunday, Febru-
ary 17th at 4 p.m. with “A Night at the
Movies” as David Wroe leads
Westfield Symphony Orchestra on a
trip down memory lane to present
Hollywood’s greatest movie themes
from epics, to the Golden Age of the
musical, to modern favorites.

While an orchestra – even one en-
dowed with the creative genius of
Maestro Wroe – cannot hope to cap-
ture the vast and rich history of the
motion picture music genre in any
one performance, the concert does a
remarkable job of covering the touch-
stones of great movie music and au-
dience members will soon find them-
selves humming along to instantly
recognizable, certified classics.

“Great movies would not be great
without great music and this concert
will make you to relive the passion,
heartbreak, heroism and thrilling,
chilling experiences from the best of
the very best,” commented Mr. Wroe.

The program reaches back some
seven decades, with the iconic theme
from 1939’s epic “Gone with the
Wind,” presenting favorites from
great silver screen classics of the ‘40s
through the ‘70s, (Lawrence of
Arabia, Spartacus, West Side Story,
to name but a few) and gliding easily
into modern blockbusters such as

Jaws, Star Wars, Space Odyssey, For-
est Gump and more. Each minute is
more rousing and inspiring than the
next.

Great movie music will do more
than remind you of the film in which
it was originally featured. “These
haunting melodies not only enhance
the visual stimuli – they also capture
whole eras, revive deeply embedded
emotions and, in the larger sense,
demonstrate the art of cinema itself,”
Maestro Wroe continued.

Do not be surprised if after the
performance you find yourself whis-
tling the “Colonel Bogey March”
from The Bridge on the River Kwai or
belting out Leonard Bernstein’s
“Maria” in your shower. Whether you
are seeking the outstanding orches-
tral talent of the Westfield Symphony,
looking to indulge your passion for
film music, or just love movies, this
concert is for you.

The performance, made possible
through the generous support of the
NJ State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, will
take place on Sunday, February 17, at
4 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

For tickets ($25-$75, students $12)
or more information visit
westfieldsymphony.org or call (908)
232-9400.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON — Theatre-goers in the
Union County/Middlesex County
area know the name David Christo-
pher. They should. He ran The Act-
ing Studio in his hometown of
Cranford for 20 years and taught
drama for a dozen years at Roselle
Park High School. Add to that re-
sume his own acting roles – that
have to run into the hundreds by
now – and his name as an actor/
teacher and director are legend.

His latest venture is directing a
little known play by David West
Read, The Dream of the Burning
Boy at the Edison Valley Playhouse
(EVP), a quaint former church, on
Oak Tree Road in Edison. In a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week, Mr. Christopher
explained the beauty of the play.
“This is a very tightly written,
sparsely-written play; there’s no
extraneous wording. It’s a sensi-
tive, intimate play lasting one and a
half hours in length and presented
without intermission. Every mo-
ment of the play the audience is
engaged,” he said.

The plot, Mr. Christopher added,
is unveiled early on. “We learn at
the first beat of the play that follow-
ing an after school teacher confer-
ence, a high school boy has an an-
eurysm and dies. The play concen-
trates on the people who are most
affected by the tragedy.”

Known for his acting and direct-
ing at the acclaimed Plays-in-the-
Park (P-I-P) in Middlesex County’s
Stephen Capestro Theater in

Roosevelt Park, Mr. Christopher is
no stranger to being both on stage
and behind the scenes as a director.
His fans will remember him star-
ring in P-I-P’s Peter Pan as Captain
Hook, the title role in Dracula, and
in feature roles in A Little Night
Music and Camelot. He directed
this writer at that theater in the role
of Mrs. Malloy in a production of
Hello, Dolly! But this latest venture
is a departure from those mega pro-
ductions that drew 2,000 audience
members a night.

“The Edison Valley Playhouse is
truly an intimate theater,” said Mr.
Christopher. “It seats maybe 80
people so the audience feels like
they are a part of the action of the
play.” He should know the intimacy
of that theater because a few years
back he played the one-man show
there, Barrymore, which received
rave reviews.

What he likes most about the sen-
sitive David Read play is the fact
that it is an ensemble piece. “In an
ensemble piece such as this, we see
the relationship between the char-
acters evolve and change. There are
seven characters in the play and
each one gets to develop,” Mr. Chris-
topher said.

The Dream of the Burning Boy
was first presented in 2011 at the

Roundabout Underground’s Black
Box Theater in New York City. Mr.
Christopher saw that production
which was seared into his memory.
That is why he suggested that Alli-
ance Repertory Theater’s producer,
the award-winning director himself,
Michael Driscoll, take a look at the
play. “Normally Michael selects the
season’s offerings, but I was famil-
iar with this piece after seeing it at
the Roundabout and told him I felt
it was one worth presenting.”

The Alliance Repertory Theater’s
production opens at the Edison Val-
ley Playhouse, 2196 Oak Tree Road
in Edison, weekends on February 8
and runs through February 23.

For tickets, call the EVP at (908)
755-4654 or visit the Alliance Rep-
ertory Theater’s website at
alliancerep.org.

Mid-Day Musicales
Concerts for Lent

WESTFIELD  — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, announced the begin-
ning of its series of Mid-Day Musi-
cales for Lent. These half-hour noon
concert’s featuring prominent musi-
cians from the metropolitan area, are
presented in the church sanctuary,
with a suggested donation of $5.

The concerts for this season are:
February 13, Barbara Thomson, or-
gan; February 20, Byung-Kook
Kwak, violin; Jungwon Kwak, pi-
ano; February 27, Westfield High
School Chamber Orchestra,
Raymond Wojcik, director; March 6,
Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, so-
prano; Barbara Thomson, piano;
March 13, Greg Giannascoli, ma-
rimba; Yukyung Kim, piano

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. The church
is handicapped-accessible.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

‘Sweetheart Night’ Poetry
Reading Set for February 19
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall. (GPS use 75 N.
Martine Avenue).

The 2013 season of the Carriage
House Poetry Series opens with the
annual “Sweetheart Night,” a com-
bined music and words event in ob-
servance of Valentine’s Day. The
featured poets will be Charles
Johnson and Laine Sutton, husband
and wife poets from Hillsborough,
who will read their poems following
a mini-concert of love songs and
instrumentals performed by
Fanwood musician Brian Celardo.

Charles H. Johnson won the
County College of Morris 2011 New
Jersey Poets Prize for his poem
“Leaving” and the 2010 Paterson
Poetry Prize for Literary Excellence
for his third book, “Smoke Signals.”
A Rutgers graduate, he is poetry
instructor for the Middlesex and

Monmouth counties Arts High
Schools, the Middlesex County
Youth Shelter, and a visiting poet for
the Paterson School System. Charles
won the 1998 Allen Ginsberg Poetry
Award, and has been poetry editor
for the online literary e-zine Identity
Theory and poetry reviewer for the
Home News Tribune in East
Brunswick.

Laine Sutton Johnson is a retired
high school drama director and En-
glish teacher. She received her BA
from Wagner College and her MA in
speech and theater from Montclair
State University. In 1998, Laine was
awarded the Governor’s Award for
Outstanding Speech and Theater
Teacher of the Year. She is a long-
time member of Actor’s Equity and
has performed in numerous shows,
including Hello Dolly (in the role of
Dolly), Belle of Amherst (as Emily),
and Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe
(as Martha). Her one-act play In
Another Place has been selected for
Villagers Theatre Playwrights’ Se-
ries to be performed this spring.

With this special event,
the Carriage House Po-
etry Series begins its fif-
teenth year at the Kuran
Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th cen-
tury carriage house, hence
the name of the series.
The Feb. 19 reading is
free and open to the pub-
lic. An open mic will fol-
low the featured perfor-
mances.

For more information
call (908) 889-7223 or
(908) 889-5298.

For online directions,
information, and to see
the 2013 Poetry Series
calendar, visit
carr iagehousepoetry
series.blogspot.com/

BE MY VALENTINE...Charles Johnson and Laine
Sutton, husband and wife poets will be the featured
poets at the Carriage House Poetry Series will open
“Sweetheart Night,” a combined music and words
event in observance of Valentine’s Day.

Martin Sedek Leads The Choral
Art Society in Public Debut

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Choral Art
Society’s new conductor, Martin
Sedek, made his public debut with
the group on January 26, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield. After
several years of declining member-
ship and middling performances, we
were watching to see what the new
regime would bring.

The program opened with the fa-
miliar “Hallelujah, Amen” from
Handel’s oratorio Judas Maccabeus.
It was followed by the first move-
ment of Handel’s Chandos Anthem
9, “O Praise the Lord with One Con-
sent.” The Chandos Anthems were
written for the Duke of Chandos in
England, and all consist of multi-
movement works based on Psalm
texts. This movement was based on a
tune which sounds like the opening
phrase of the hymn tune “St. Anne,”
known to modern church-goers as
“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past.”
Since the melody was written in En-
gland a few years before the Chandos
Anthems, it is possible that Handel
purposely quoted it, but it may also
be coincidence.

The chorus did a good job with
these works, sounding focused and
precise in their singing.

It is unfortunate, however, that in-
stead of a professional orchestra, stu-
dents from local music colleges were
used (primarily players from
Montclair State and Rutgers), and
four of the six vocal soloists used in
the program were Montclair students
as well. While this may be an attempt
to give students some professional

experience, the results were not al-
ways what you would expect to hear
at a professional concert.

While the young musicians played
with good rhythmic drive and vigor
and sounded acceptable when cov-
ered by the sound of the chorus, in
various places during the concert –
especially in the extended orchestral
introduction to “O Praise the Lord
with One Consent” – the difference
was clear. Let us hope this was not an
attempt to save money by not paying
professional fees. Choral Art has al-
ways used professional musicians,
and using student players undercuts
the profession that they are hoping
someday to enter. Professionals are,
well, professional, and they do a bet-
ter job.

The program continued with a less-
known work of Mozart, his so-called
“Sparrow Mass,” supposedly nick-
named for the chirping of the violins
in several passages. It is one of his
several “short masses” written for the
Archbishop of Salzburg who fa-
mously hated church services to last
very long. Mozart was only 19 or 20
years old when he wrote these works;
a mere babe for many composers, but
not for Mozart, who was probably
the greatest child prodigy in the his-
tory of Western music. The catalogue
number of K.220 (similar to opus
numbers) attests to the fact that he
had already written several hundred
works before he turned 20.

This Mass is a pleasant work,
Mozart-lite, perhaps, but pleasing
nonetheless. It has passages for four
vocal soloists in addition to the cho-
rus, and once again, Montclair State

students were used. Their young
voices lacked the weight, depth, and
volume of sound expected in a more
mature voice. They may be promis-
ing youngsters, but they are not there
yet.

The most interesting work on the
program was the Requiem written in
2010 by British composer Bob
Chilcott. It follows the basic plan of
the Latin Requiem Mass, with the
addition of a movement based on the
English text “thou knowest, Lord, the
secrets of our hearts.”

In general, the work is atmospheric
and ethereal, serene and meditative,
with echoes of Duruflé, Fauré, Rutter,
and Lauridsen. It is not without its
lively moments, however, and the
syncopated Sanctus with its joyous
“Hosanna” stood out from the qui-
eter sections. This Requiem is an at-
tractive work, and will certainly find
a place in the church music reper-
toire.

Chilcott features large roles for two
soloists; it was a pleasure to hear two
quality professionals, soprano Valerie
Bernhardt and tenor Alex Wang. The
way their excellent voices soared out
over the chorus and orchestra was
thrilling. Miss Bernhardt, in particu-
lar, has the wonderful combination
of a sound simultaneously sweet and
loud – no shrill pushing for volume at
the expense of tonal quality. I will
look forward to hearing her in the
future.

I think Martin Sedek’s debut was a
promising one. The chorus sounded
good, and it is to be hoped that the
Choral Art Society can rebuild its
numbers and return to its glory days.
It is to be hoped, too, that they will
return to the use of professional in-
strumentalists and vocal soloists. It
does make a difference.

Water Color Club
To Host Artist
Chris Carter

LIVINGSTON — The Essex Wa-
ter Color Club, now in the 81st year
of continuous activity in the water-
color painting community, an-
nounced its monthly meeting will
feature a demonstration by New
Jersey artist, Chris Carter. The meet-
ing will be held on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10, from 2-4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Community Cen-
ter, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston.

The demonstration is open to the
public and is free to members and
$5 for non-members and guests.
Refreshments will be served. For
further information, contact John
Wolff at (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewcclub.com.

Chris Carter will present her
Color Scheme Game in an ink and
watercolor demonstration illustrat-
ing a practical and fun method to
enhance color in paintings. The
game is based on a basic, twelve-
hue color wheel. With a throw of
dice, artists at all levels of ability
are playfully challenged. Carter will
show additional samples of the
game played using a variety of other
media such as oil, acrylic, gouache
and textiles.

FEATURE ARTIST...The Essex Wa-
ter Color Club announced will feature
a demonstration by New Jersey artist
Chris Carter at its monthly meeting.
Her water color entitled “Monster
Aloe” is shown above.

Area Piano Students
Perform In NYC

NEW YORK CITY — On January
27, students of Beverly Thomson
Shea, performed at the Piano Teach-
ers Congress of New York’s Twenti-
eth and Twenty-First Century Piano
Festival. The repertoire encouraged
works by composers of the 20th/21st
century. The festival was held at the
Greenwich House Music School, in
Greenwich Village, New York.

Among the young pianists were
Abbie Fossaceca, a freshman at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School;
Sara Miller, a seventh grader at Terrill
Road Middle School; Kayla Bleich,
seventh grader at Edison Intermedi-
ate School and Emily Wistner sixth
grader at Edison Intermediate School.

Each of these students performed
their pieces from memorization, and
through their music celebrated the
diversity of compositional styles from
the early twentieth century to the
present.

PIANO PERFORMANCE…Emily
Wistner, a sixth grader at Edison In-
termediate School in Westfield, per-
formed recently at the Piano Teachers
Congress of New York’s Twentieth
and Twenty-First Century Piano Fes-
tival held at the Greenwich House
Music School, in Greenwich Village,
New York.

Alliance Repertory
Theater’s

alliancerep.org

Dream of the Burning Boy
***

February 8 — February 23


