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Grades 2-5

July 1-Aug. 2

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 

Dance, voice and acting 

training.

Show: 101 DALMATIONS

Grades 6-9 

July 1-August 2 

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 

Dance, voice and acting 

training

Show: LITTLE MERMAID

July 1-August 4 

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 

Dance, Voice, Acting, & 

Audition Training

Two fully staged shows: 

GUYS & DOLLS 

ON AIR LIVE!

Auditions Feb. 9, 10, 24 

 Call (908) 731-1377 or e-mail 

pinedaconservatory@

comcast.net

or visit: 

www.pinedaconservatory.com

ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:

CRANFORD DRAMATIC 

CLUB THEATRE
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Hansel and Gretel: Witch Hunters
Double, Double Toil and Rubble

1 popcorn

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Fuddy-duddies like me who see
movies like “Hansel and Gretel: Witch
Hunters” never cease to be amazed that
there is actually a market for such clap-
trap. Featuring a lot of misplaced cre-
ativity, only a few good ideas and some
effective but rather standard special
effects, director Tommy Wirkola’s hor-
rified fairy tale emits only a lackluster
boo.

 At the very least, it gives the critic a
chance to show how fair he can be. I’m
on the clock anyway. Maybe a mulling
of this variation on the old folktale will
spawn a thought or two about contem-
porary culture, or not. So come now to
an unspecified forest at some random,
fabled time. Bear in mind, though, this
isn’t your Grandma’s Hansel and
Gretel.

 In the so-called original version re-
corded for posterity by the Brothers
Grimm, Fairy Tale Land isn’t immune
from recession. Poor Pop the woodcut-
ter, pressured by mean step mom, and
not having the benefit of Newt
Gingrich’s enlightening philosophy
about the benefit of orphanages, aban-
dons Hansel and Gretel to fend alone in
the woods.

 In this newest take, it’s not so much
about the Benjamins as it is a concern
for some convoluted, mystical curse
concerning white witches and the sib-
lings’ Mom that convinces Dad to
chance repercussions from DYFS. But
the kids do OK. After a harrying expe-
rience with an enslaving witch, they
manage to burn her to death in her own
stove.

 But then they take it a step further.
Doubtless influenced by an entrepre-
neurial spirit that accompanies the
sounding of the death knell on feudal-
ism, the now grownup duo figure they
can make a pretty pfennig from their
newfound talent. So they set up shop:
Hansel and Gretel: Witch Hunters.
Newspaper articles regaling their ex-
ploits flash across the screen.

 We catch up with them shortly after
they land a big commission in
Augsburg, Bavaria, apparently a haven
for witches. But this is going to be a
tough assignment for the brother-sister
bounty hunters, not just because of the
severity of the diabolical incursion that’s
being blamed for seven children gone
missing. Nope, just like on your job, it’s
politics.

 But unlike your boss, the power
hungry sheriff (Peter Stormare) doesn’t
want anyone else getting the credit for
finding the waifs. Never mind that his
minions are idiots. Good thing Mayor
Engleman (Rainer Bock) still has some

say. ‘Tis he who commissions the title
characters, portrayed by Jeremy Renner
and Gemma Arterton, respectively.

 Arriving with a dramatic flourish in
the opening scene, their first piece of
business is in the town square when
they rescue pretty red-haired Mina
(Ingrid Bolsø Berdal), accused of witch-
ery, from a mob of burghers being
incited by the Machiavellian cop. Suf-
fice it to note, the thankful maiden is
more than a bit smitten by the male half
of her saviors.

 Now, this is the point in the review
where it’s perfectly OK to stop reading,
even if you’re a really good friend of
mine. I won’t be upset. Who could
blame you? I feel silly enough writing
it. But someone’s gotta do it. And,
unfortunately, I drew the shortest straw
down at the Film Critics’ Local 1085
Meeting Hall. Ah, I’ve reviewed worse.

 Actually, if one subscribes to my big
sister Ann’s mantra about making lem-
onade out of lemons, there is a bit of a
lesson here beyond the obvious, “What
Not to Do When Making a Movie.”
Truth is, production standards are rather
decent. Which only indicates that tech-
nological advances have facilitated a
new blight on the cinema landscape.

 You see, dear loyal reader who re-
fused to abandon me in the reviewing
wilds like Hansel and Gretel, when you
make available these high tech meth-
ods to the increasing spate of film school
grads, you increase the potential for
commercial schlock. It used to be you
had to evince at least some creative
eccentricity to be the junk movie pur-
veyor.

 While director Wirkola, working
from a script he penned with Dante
Harper, gives us a slight hint of the
satiric edge he is trying to walk, only
the technical method and little of the
artistic madness is exhibited. Hence,
his picture lacks identity, failing to truly
frighten us and rarely tickling the funny
bone. Mostly, you don’t know what
he’s trying to do.

 Oh, I almost forgot: For folks will-
ing to pay a few dollars extra to have
things pop out at them, there is a 3-D
version of Hansel and Gretel: Witch
Hunters. The f/x are OK. But then
that’s from someone who, as a kid,
didn’t care for his Jack-in-the-box. That
said, if you’re’ in the Cineplex trying to
decide what to see, don’t follow those
breadcrumbs.

…..
Hansel and Gretel: Witch Hunters,

rated R, is a Paramount Pictures release
directed by Tommy Wirkola and stars
Jeremy Renner, Gemma Arterton and
Ingrid Bolsø Berdal. Running time: 88
minutes

GEOGRAPHY BEE…Colby Chen, from Edison Intermediate School, is the 2013
winner of the Westfield Public School Geography Bee. Colby is pictured with
seventh grader Alex Fonseca, who placed second, Principal Matthew Bolton, and
Social Studies Supervisor Andrea Brennan.

GEOGRAPHY BEE…Jasper Lemberg, a sixth grade student at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield, is the 2013 winner of the Westfield Public
School Geography Bee. Jasper is pictured with eighth grader Paul Vernick who
placed second, and Principal Stewart Carey.

WF Sixth Graders
Claim Geography Bee
WESTFIELD – The winners of

the Westfield Public School Geog-
raphy Bee for 2013 are sixth grad-
ers Colby Chen, from Edison Inter-
mediate School, and Jasper
Lemberg from Roosevelt Interme-
diate School.

Colby and Jasper have since taken
a written test as the next step to
advance to the state level competi-
tion in the spring. Tests are reviewed
in the next few months, with the
National Geographic Society noti-
fying schools of state contenders.
Last year, the state Bee was held in
May at Rowan University with
Westfield representation.

THEME DAYS…Last week, the Mountainside PTA sponsored Children’s Ap-
preciation Week at both Beechwood and Deerfield Schools. The children had
three “theme” days. First, there was “Twin Day” where the students – and some
staff – dressed like twins (or triplets, etc.). There was also a “Crazy Hair” day and
show your “School Spirit Day.” The students were treated to pretzels, ice cream
coupons, and school novelty items. Thanks to all who organized and participated
in this week’s events.

WALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN…The
kindergarten classes at St. Paul’s Day
School in Westfield recently embarked
on an imaginary trip to ancient Egypt
through their study of foreign lands.
Children learned to build their own
pyramids and what they were used for.
They also learned about the sphinx
and pharaohs and mummies. Pictured,
the children practice writing their
names in hieroglyphics.

Georgetown Announces
Dean’s List

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Josh
Simmons of Westfield has been
named to Dean’s List with First Hon-
ors for the fall semester, 2012 at
Georgetown University

Josh is a sophomore in the College
of Arts and Sciences majoring in Eco-
nomics with a minor in Italian and an
intended minor in Film and Media
Studies.

To qualify for Dean’s List a student
needs a GPA of 3.5 or above; to
qualify for First Honors a student
needs a GPA of 3.9 or above.

VMI  Announces
Dean’s List

LEXINGTON, Va. – The follow-
ing Virginia Military Institute cadet
was among the 668 cadets who were
recently named to the Deans’ List for
the first semester of academic year
2012-13. To be eligible for the Deans
List, a cadet must have a term grade
point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
and no grade below C.

John P. Gilmartin – A senior from
Westfield, majoring in International
Studies.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Style Society
Running Clothing Drives

EDISON — The Wardlaw-
Hartridge Style Society is running
two clothing drives for charity in
the month of February. Both are
designed to help men and women
dress for success.

Career Gear, for men, accepts new
or gently worn professional and
business casual men’s clothing,
shoes, accessories and products that
are acceptable for a job interview.
This includes suits, dress shirts,
blazers, dress pants, shoes, belts,
ties and overcoats.

Dress for Success, for women,
requires items that are in good con-
dition with no obvious tears, stains,

missing buttons or broken zippers.
Accepted items include business
suits and dresses, jackets or blaz-
ers, skirts and slacks, blouses, new
nylons, shoes, purses and belts.

All items should be dropped off
at the main reception desk at the
school located at 1295 Inman Av-
enue,  Edison.  For more informa-
tion, call the school at (908) 754-
1882.

Premiere Stages Announces
Play Factory Performances

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will partner with two re-
nowned touring theatres for young
audiences for its 2013 Play Factory
Series, an annual performance series
designed specifically for children.
This year, Premiere Stages will
present Yates Musical Theatre’s The
Wizard of Oz on Wednesday, July 17,
at 10 a.m. and Pushcart Players’ cap-
tivating take on Cinderella, Happily
Ever After, on Wednesday, July 24, at
10 a.m. in Kean University’s spa-
cious Wilkins Theatre.

Every summer, Premiere Stages
collaborates with other professional
theatres to offer dynamic theatre pro-
gramming exclusively for children.
The Play Factory Series provides an
enjoyable and accessible summer arts
experience for children and their fami-
lies, with performances open to the
public as well as school and camp
groups. Pre-performance study
guides are available upon request,
and post-show discussions with the
artists further deepen the experience.
Through sponsorships, Premiere is
proud to offer free and deeply-dis-
counted tickets to underserved youth
and students with special needs.

Yates Musical Theatre’s The Wiz-
ard of Oz is a vibrant adaptation of L.
Frank Baum’s treasured classic, in
which Dorothy travels over the rain-
bow and follows the fabled yellow-
brick road. Children will join the fun
and experience the perils beside Dor-
othy and her friends in this jubilant,
song-filled journey, and learn the
meaning of friendship and the value
of teamwork along the way.

Based on the beloved fairy tale
Cinderella, Pushcart Players’ Hap-
pily Ever After takes kids on a “once-
upon-a-time” journey. Young audi-
ences will be transformed by this
familiar story that helps children to
think about who they are, what they
value, how they behave, and how
they treat themselves and other

people. Featuring hip original music,
zany contemporary humor, and spar-
kling visual surprises, this legendary
tale speaks to everyone in search of
their own “happily ever after.”

Standard tickets for both perfor-
mances are $15, with special group
rates available. In addition to our
standard group discount, groups of
20 or more that reserve by April 1st
will receive an additional $50 off the
total price of their purchase; groups
of 10-20 reserving by Monday, April
1, will receive $25 off. Wilkins The-
atre is located on the Kean University
campus at 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union. For more information, visit
kean.edu/premierestages or call (908)
737-4092. For those interested in ar-
ranging a group, contact Heather
Kelley, Premiere Stages’ Audience
Services Coordinator, at (908) 737-
4077 or hkelley@kean.edu.

Photo courtesy of Strotz Photography
BIG DAY...Cinderella (Megan
MacKenzie Lawrence) prepares for her
wedding with the help of her  step-
mother (Tricia Burr) in Pushcart Play-
ers’ Happily Ever After.

WHS SCHOLARSHIPS...Last May, eight scholarships of $5,000 each were
awarded to worthy Westfield High School seniors who excelled academically, met
the standards for need, demonstrated community service and possessed leader-
ship ability along with good character. The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
invites all Westfield High School seniors to fill out an application for a WCW 2013
spring scholarship. Pictured are former recipients of the scholarships.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Scholarship Process To Begin

WESTFIELD  — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) invites all
Westfield High School (WHS) se-
niors to fill out an application for a
WCW 2013 spring scholarship. This
past May, eight scholarships of
$5,000 each were awarded to wor-
thy WHS seniors who excelled aca-
demically, met the standards for
need, demonstrated community ser-
vice and possessed leadership abil-
ity along with good character.

In the fall, the Robert M. Gray
WCW fall scholarships numbered
eight awards in the amount of $1,000

each.
Applicants are asked to use the

common college application, include
a copy of your financial aid report,
two letters of recommendation, an
essay and a photo are required.

The deadline is Friday, March 15,
and strictly followed. Informal inter-
views are mandatory. Winners will be
notified before Wednesday, May 1.

Completed applications should be
mailed to The Woman’s club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or dropped
off at the WHS Guidance Office.

www.goleader.com

William and Mary
Announces Dean’s List

WILLIAMSBURG, Va.– The fol-
lowing local residents were recently
named to the Dean’s List at the Col-
lege of William and Mary for the fall
2012 semester:

Meagen Monahan of Cranford,
Lynn Bager of Mountainside,
Michael Woods of Westfield, Lacy
Cummings of Westfield, Isabel
Docampo of Westfield, Alexander
Chartrain of Westfield and Natalie
Morrison of Westfield.

In order to achieve Dean’s List
status, a full-time degree seeking
undergraduate student must take at
least 12 credit hours and earn a 3.6
Quality Point Average during the se-
mester.

Alvernia University
Announces Dean’s List

READING, Pa. – Jill Pate of
Westfield has been named to Alvernia
University’s Dean’s List for the fall
2012 semester. Jill is a Junior Special
Education major and a graduate of
Westfield High School.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List,
students must carry a semester GPA
of 3.5 or better and take a minimum
of 12 credits.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and 

strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our 

area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their 

civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand 

their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many 

merchants look to this background of experience and 

understanding for assistance in reaching their audience 

most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their 

merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for 

information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience 

and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum 

results from your sales messages.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com


