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DiFILIPPO SPLADLES FOR PIN; VELEZ, KANIA WIN

Blue Devil Wrestlers Reject
Rahway Indian Boys, 41-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Vin DiFilippo delivered
an emphatic pinning combination,
while teammates Nick Velez and Kyle
Kania earned key victories to lead the
13-1 Westfield High School wres-
tling team to a 41-21 victory over the
8-5 Rahway Indians, who had previ-
ously had a six-match winning streak,
in Westfield on January 30.

DiFilippo used his good balance
and defensive savvy to ward of sev-
eral attacks from Indian Davon
Jefferson in the first period of his
145-lb bout. From the top position in
the second period, he slipped in a
devastating leg-and-arm combination
to pin Jefferson with a Spladle ma-
neuver in 2:28.

“I have been working on it in prac-
tice. I wanted to ride him out, and I
saw the opportunity to put a leg in. I
saw that he was posting up with the
far leg, and I hit it. I went a little too
far, but I pulled back and got a pin out
of it,” DiFilippo described.

Most of the season DiFilippo has
been competing one or two weight
classes above his normal slot, but it
has not stopped him from achieving a
10-3 record.

“Coming into the season, I didn’t
know where I was going, because
Velez is at 38, Rotondo is at 45. I am
glad that coach has given me the
opportunity, and I am just doing my
job,” DiFilippo said.

In the bout just before him at 138-
lbs, Velez recorded a pair of side

single takedowns in the first period
and added an escape and another
takedown in the third period to claim
a 7-1 decision over Majid Abdor-
Rahman. But his most impressive
work came when he attempted sev-
eral turning maneuvers to control
Rahman for the entire second period.

Less than a week before, Velez
pulled off a 3-2 victory over a very
tough Nick Abbott from Summit.

“Against Abbott, I feel I didn’t
wrestle my best that match. I should
have taken him down a lot more times.
Today’s match, I tried to work my
stuff, but I feel he was stalling. I’m
not too happy about my performance,
but I am on my road back,” Velez
said.

KNAPP NETS 24, FRIEDMAN KEY RB, DWUNFOUR 15 RBs

Lady Blue Devils Hit in OT
To Nip Raider Cagers, 54-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities for both teams to
end the game in regulation were
missed so it took two free throws
from Lil Scott, after Carly Friedman’s
key offensive rebound to seal a 54-
50, overtime victory for the Westfield
High School girls basketball team
over hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on February 1.

Every point scored in the four-

minute overtime came from the free
throw line and the Raiders scored
first when Taylor Sebolao sank one of
her two free throws. The Raiders went
to the line again but missed both shots
then the 13-7 Blue Devils went to the

line and missed their first two shots
until Friedman hit the first of her two
free throws to knot the score. She also
got the rebound when she missed her
second shot and drew another foul
with 38 seconds remaining.

Friedman sank one free throw then
seconds later Blue Devil Olivia Luzzi
(3 points, 3 rebounds, 2 steals) went
to the line and sank her first free
throw to make the score, 52-50. When
she missed her second shot, Fried-

man got the rebound and passed to
Scott, who was fouled. Scott made
both shots.

“Carly made two really good free
throws, which we needed to help seal
the game. Ultimately, it came down

to the last four minutes, and overall,
we made our foul shots more than
they did,” Scott said.

“That was big and she [Friedman]
made her foul shots. She made things
happen. The nice thing is we start
three sophomores, a junior and a se-
nior then we have freshmen coming
off the bench. They played very well
as a team. There isn’t a drop off,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino
said.

Friedman finished with 10 re-
bounds, two assists and a steal. Jackie
Knapp (3 steals) led the Blue Devils
in scoring with 24 points, including
three 3-pointers, and Scott, who led

BONACUM NETS 25, OBLACHINSKI 14; GREEN 11 RBs

Cougars Bang the 3’s, Defeat
Raider Boy B’ballers, 58-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Reggie Green’s effective-
ness under the boards and accurate
shooting from beyond the perimeter
was prevalent in the Cranford High
School boys basketball team’s 58-44
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Scotch Plains on January 31.

Green pulled down 11 rebounds
and added three blocked shots and a
steal, while sinking six points and
contributing three assists for the 6-10
Cougars. Additionally, four different
Cougars combined to hit eight 3-
pointers to make it very difficult for

the 6-11 Raiders to defend.
“Reggie Green was tough down

low and with their solid 3-point shoot-
ing, they were tough to cover both
inside and out. Every time we would
get close, they would hit a big three to
pull away,” Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty said.

“We blew them out last time. We
knew we played very well that game,
so we didn’t want to be complaisant
and just let them off. We had to work
hard, because this team is pretty good.
We had a good three days of practice,
and we did a lot of scrimmaging with
each other. We came in, played strong,

everyone contributed, so it came out
pretty good, Green said.

Raider senior forward Tom
Bonacum turned out to be effective in
nearly every aspect of the game.
Bonacum also had 11 rebounds, but
he was also very dangerous offen-
sively under the board, from mid
range and from beyond the perim-
eter. He finished with a game-high 25
points, which included three of the
Raiders’ six 3-pointers.

“I was playing against him since I
was in middle school. We knew he
was their best player. He can shoot
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TORESCO PUTS IN 15 POINTS, HESS SINKS 9 POINTS

Linden Tiger Boys Set Back
Blue Devil B’ballers, 63-43

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What started out as an intense back
and forth game early on, turned into
a double-digit loss for the Westfield
High School Blue Devils as they fell
to the state power Linden boys bas-
ketball team, 63-43, on January 29 in
Linden. Scott Toresco led the Blue
Devils with 15 points, while senior
Keegan Hess added nine of his own.

The Blue Devils came to play in the
first half as they scored seconds after
the opening tip when junior David
Kane fed a quick pass to Hess for an
easy lay-up. The Blue Devils would

go neck-and-neck with the Tigers in
the first quarter, being able to get easy
points in the paint from Toresco as
Tigers star center Quadri Moore sat
out most of the opening quarter.

However, Linden had more than
just Moore as a weapon, and they
proved that all evening. Juwan Jones
hit every shot he needed, scoring seven
points in the first quarter to put the
Tigers ahead 17-12.

The Blue Devils responded well in
the second quarter with a pair of
three’s from Hess and one from Nick
Mele to cut the Tigers’ lead to two
points. The Tigers introduced another

one of their many weapons to keep
them in front. Josh Carter came off
the bench, scored nine of the Tigers’
11 points in the quarter, hitting shots
from all over the floor to confuse the
Blue Devils’ defense. Westfield an-
swered with the three-point ball to
stay in the game, as a buzzer beating
three-pointer by Danny Mitchell
would send the Blue Devils into half-
time down only 28-25.

Whatever longtime Linden Head
Coach Phil Colicchio told his team at
halftime, it seemed to have worked as
the Tigers opened the second half on
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY IN A TOUGH SITUATION…Blue Devil Vin DiFilippo, right, pins Rahway Indian Davon Jefferson in 2:28
with a devastating maneuver known as a Spladle in his 145-lb bout. Westfield defeated Rahway, 41-21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN HOT PURSUIT…Raider junior Katie Harper, No. 12, chases Blue Devil sophomore Lil Scott, No. 20, down court. After
a 49-49 deadlock in regulation, the Blue Devils pulled out a 54-50 victory in Scotch Plains on February 1.

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE TAKEDOWN IN OVERTIME…Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro earns his 96th career victory when
he takes Hanover Park’s Nick LaShell to the mat in overtime to claim a 3-1 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD SCRAMBLE FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior Stefan Fedorchak, front, and Raider Quaryee Bull scramble for the
ball near the sideline in Scotch Plains on January 31. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 58-44.

See More of Jim O’Connor’s photos
at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports pages 4 & 5

Lady Cougars Top Raider Cagers
Story in Next Week’s Paper


