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– Obituaries –
Barbara J. Potts, Devoted to Family;
Active In Square and Round Dancing

Barbara Jane (MacMillan) Potts
passed away on Monday, January 28,
2013. She was the beloved wife of 46
years to the late Thomas J. Potts, Jr.,
who passed in January 2011.

Barbara was born on September
2, 1928 in Plainfield, N.J., the
daughter of Earle R. and Jessie B.
(Winter) MacMillan.

She grew up attending schools
in Westfield, N.J., graduating from
Westfield High School, where she
met the love of her life, Tom. Bar-
bara, Tom and family moved to
Rowley, Mass. in 1956.

When her children were young,
Barbara was involved in many ac-
tivities, including Cub Scouting (as
a den mother) and the Garden Club,
and she really enjoyed playing
Bridge. She also taught square danc-
ing to the junior high classes at Pine
Grove School for two years. It was
commonplace for her to be seen driv-
ing a car full of children, from the
neighborhood, to various activities.

Square dancing and round danc-
ing were a big part of her life with
Tom; together they taught square
and round dancing for over 30 years
within the New England area and
locally with the Barnstormers
Square Dance Club. In the sum-
mer, Barbara often hosted square
dancing nights at her home on
Fenno Drive by transforming their
two-car garage into a dancing area.
Later, they organized and held a
weeklong Square/Round Dance
Family Camp for many years. She
was an active member of several
square and round dance clubs/as-
sociations, where together with
Tom they held many key offices.
They were part of the group that
incorporated the Square Dance
Foundation of New England, Inc.
She was co-president of the New
England Council of Square Dance
callers for several years.

Barbara received the prestigious
Yankee Clipper Award of Service
to the New England Square and
Round Dance community. In 1998,
she was inducted into the Square
Dance Foundation of New England
Hall of Fame. She was part of a

group of cal lers  invited to
“Legacy,” a national group of danc-
ers, callers and cuers.

In Barbara’s later years, she spent
many wonderful hours swimming
at the YWCA pool in Newburyport,
Mass. and playing Bridge with her
friends.

Barbara is pre-deceased by her
husband, Thomas J. Potts, Jr., and
her eldest son, Thomas J. Potts,
III, who passed away unexpect-
edly this past November. She is
survived by her brother, Edward
R. MacMillan, and his wife, Bar-
bara, of Flemington, N.J.; her sis-
ter-in-law, Mary Lang, and her
husband, Dixon, of Bradenton,
Fla.; her children, Edward R. Potts
and his wife, Yvonne, of Hampton,
Va., Jane E. Harris of Rowley,
Mass., Amy D. Walker and her
husband, Bob, of Roseburg, Ore.
and James D. Potts and his wife,
Kimberly, of Amesbury, Mass.; her
daughter-in-law, Christine West, of
Wakefield, Mass., and her grand-
children, Kelleigh Bland and her
husband, Steve, Bobby Potts and
his wife, Dana, John Harris, Justin
Potts, Joshua Potts and his wife,
Laura, and Jacob Potts, and she
also was blessed with six great-
grandchildren.

She will be remembered fondly
by her grandchildren for her great
advice, her loving smile and the fun
times they had playing with the old
toys she saved from when her chil-
dren were little; most of all they
loved playing cards, games and
building tent forts in the living room.

Funeral services will be private
at a time to be arranged by the
family. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to: Square
Dance Foundation of New En-
gland, Inc., c/o Anna Dixon, Presi-
dent, 238 Woburn Street, Reading,
MA 01867.

Arrangements are by F.S. Rob-
erts and Son Funeral Home of
Rowley. For information or to send
condolences,  please visi t
www.fsrobertsandson.com.
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Donald Weill, 82, Executive and Poet;
Had Lifelong Love of Written Word

Donald Weill, a longtime broker
and investor in Lower Manhattan and
senior vice-president of Helmsley-
Noyes real estate company, died on
Monday, January 28, 2013, in
Sarasota, Fla. He was 82.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y.
in 1930 to Dorothy and
Wilford Weill, Mr. Weill
spent his life in love with
the written word. He was
editor-in-chief of the Syra-
cuse University Daily Or-
ange and the class of 1951
poet laureate. During the
Korean War, he attended
Officer Candidate School
and served as a first lieuten-
ant. Thereafter, Mr. Weill
worked as a reporter-rewrite
man for the Long Island
Star-Journal and then pub-
lished a small daily newspaper, The
Somerset Star, in Somerville, N.J.,
where he met the “girl next door,” his
future wife, Elaine Goldstein.

Mr. Weill is the author of two books
of poetry, “The Older I Get..., Light
Verse from a Senior Perspective”
(Running Press, 2006) and “The Re-
luctant Investor and Other Light
Verse” (1977). His poems appeared

in The Saturday Evening Post, The
New York Times, The Wall Street Jour-
nal, REALTY and other publications.

Mr. Weill is survived by his wife of
56 years, Elaine, whom he loved even

more than the written
word. They lived in
Westfield, N.J. for nearly
45 years, where he be-
longed to Temple
Emanu-El and the
Westfield Tennis Club.
They had homes in
Longboat Key, Fla. and
Long Beach Island, N.J.,
where he avidly pursued
tennis and golf. He also
is survived by his chil-
dren, Wendi, Steven, Jef-
frey and Kenny; his son-
in-law, Matthew, and

daughters-in-law, Sabrina, Julie and
Joanna. Also surviving are his grand-
children, Dayne, Johanna, Liza,
Betsy, Jack, Michael, Ruthie, Millie,
Ilana and Sammy.

He will be whole-heartedly missed.
His shortest poem, The Universe: “I
wasn’t there at the very start of it,/But
I’m grateful to have been a part of it.”
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Elizabeth Staunton, 81, Enjoyed Time
With Family, Cooking and Traveling

Elizabeth G. Staunton, 81, of
Mountainside, N.J. passed away on
Wednesday, January 30, 2013.

She was the daughter of Fritz and
Bessie (née Salt) Bushner, born Au-
gust 29, 1931 in Toronto, Canada.
She enjoyed traveling with her hus-
band all over the world and espe-
cially on cruise ships. Elizabeth also
enjoyed being a homemaker, or as
she liked to say, “Domestic God-
dess.” She was a great mom to her
three boys and a wonderful cook.

Elizabeth will be greatly missed by
her husband of 58 years, Al; her sons,

Christopher of Clark, N.J., Douglas
of Cape Coral, Fla. and Allan (Lauren)
of Crawford, N.J., and her grandchil-
dren, Jack and Jesse. Her brother,
David Bushner, preceded her in death.

A service will be held in Florida. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to the American Legion
or VFW. To express condolences to
the family, please visit
www.Ltaylorfuneral.com and sign
the online guest book. Arrangements
are by Larry Taylor Funeral and Cre-
mation Services.
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Bernard J. Solinger, 59, WHS Graduate;
Was Broadcast Engineer For TV Station
Bernard J. Solinger, 59, formerly

of Westfield, N.J., died on Tuesday,
December 11, in Boston, Mass. after
a lengthy illness.

A broadcast engineer for WHDH-
TV, Boston, Bernie attended Young-
stown State University and was a 1971
graduate of Westfield High School.

Preceded in death by his father,
Bernard J. Solinger, Bernie is sur-
vived by his mother, Ruth, of
Westfield; sister, Cheryl Graef, and

her husband, Robert, of Connecticut;
brother, Kevin, of Washington; nieces
and nephew, Lauren, Kevin and
Katelyn Solinger and Erica Graef,
and his aunt, Joan Bauer.

The funeral service took place on
Friday, December 14, at Gray Fu-
neral Directors of Westfield, a Life
Celebration Home. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. To offer condolences, visit
grayfuneralhomes.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made to a hospice program or to the
Deutscher Club, 787 Featherbed
Lane, Clark, N.J. 07066.
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James Foties, Was Decorated Veteran;
Lifetime Our Lady of Lourdes Member
James W. (Jim) Foties died on Tues-

day morning, January 29, 2013, at his
second residence in Gainesville, Va.
He had been a resident of Mountainside
for over 60 years, and a lifetime pa-
rishioner at Mountainside’s Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church.
He was a widower, having lost his dear
wife, Mary, in 2008.

James was a twice-decorated vet-
eran of World War II, having served
with the 71st Bomb Squadron in the
Pacific Theater. On Thanksgiving
Day, 1944, his aircraft was shot down
near Cebu Island in the Philippines
while on a critical bombing mission
for the U.S. Army Air Force. James
survived the crash, but sustained
multiple wounds. He died with shrap-

nel still lodged in his right knee.
Following the war, James joined

New Jersey Transit as a supervisor,
and later served as a senior station
manager.

James is survived by his daughter,
Patricia Marsh, and her husband,
Bennett; by his son, Scott, and his
wife, Kathy, and by his grandchil-
dren, Joanna Marsh Cynamon and
Lisa Marsh Fox.

A funeral service was held at Brad-
ley, Smith & Smith Funeral Home,
415 Morris Avenue in Springfield.
Contributions in Mr. Foties’ memory
may be made to The Veterans of For-
eign Wars, www.vfw.org/Contribute/.
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Cabaret Duo Is Due
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – Charles Castorina

and Betty Rose, who make up the
cabaret duo TriState Cabaret, will
return to the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Tuesday, February 12, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Ms. Rose is a classically trained
vocalist who has been singing pro-
fessionally since age 5. She has per-
formed at New York City’s Lincoln
Center and Carnegie Hall. Mr.
Castorina is a pianist who performs
solo in the tri-state area, as well as
with Ms. Rose.

This show will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension 0.

Best Friend to Hold
Valentine’s Day Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption will have
a 50-percent-off Valentine’s Day sale
at its thrift shop this Saturday, Febru-
ary 9, through Saturday, February
16. The shop is located at 1750 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, and is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. One-of-a-kind items,
small furniture, jewelry, collectibles,
books and knickknacks are among
the featured items for sale at the thrift
shop. Best Friend also is accepting
donations of new items.

Volunteers are always needed in the
thrift shop. Best Friend also is desper-
ately in need of foster homes for its
cats. The resale shop benefits home-
less animals in the organization’s care
that are awaiting adoption.

For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or visit pets waiting for a
permanent home at
bestfriend.petfinder.com. Tax-de-
ductible donations are urgently
needed and much appreciated. They
may be sent to: Best Friend, P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Girl Scouts to Hold Events
For Volunteer Recruitment

WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts Heart
of New Jersey (GSHNJ) will host a
Volunteer Recruitment Event/Open
House on Monday, February 18,
from noon to 7 p.m. at all three
GSHNJ Service Centers.

These locations include: Central
Service Center, 201 Grove Street,
East, Westfield; East Service Cen-
ter, 120 Valley Road, Montclair,
and West Service Center, 1171
Route 28, North Branch.

GSHNJ is seeking bright, ener-
getic volunteers with positive, can-
do attitudes and relationship-build-
ing and collaborating skills who
are looking for a worthwhile op-
portunity to help girls ages 5 to 17
learn and practice leadership skills
that will support them through their

lives.
The recruitment events will en-

able potential volunteers to learn
about the various positions and
flexible, long- and short-term vol-
unteer opportunities available
through GSHNJ.

Refreshments will be served
throughout the day and there also
will be special activities for girls
to commemorate World Thinking
Day, which each year honors Girl
Scouts and Girl Guides around the
world. All are welcome.

For further information about the
open house programs, or to learn
more about GSHNJ activities, con-
tact Marisa Dietrich, field execu-
t ive,  at  (908) 518-4417 or
mdietrich@gshnj.org.

Donald Weill Margaret P. Boss, 88, Active Volunteer;
Was Avid Golfer and Baseball Fan

Margaret P. “Peggy” Boss, 88, of
Westfield died on Monday, January
28. Born in Cleveland and raised in
Baltimore, she graduated from the
University of Maryland and later
earned a Masters from Newark State
College.

Peggy resided in Westfield since
1956 with her husband, Fred, who
died in 2005. They were members of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and
former members of Echo Lake Coun-
try Club. Peggy was a homemaker
and active volunteer. She served as
president of the Westfield Historical
Society and led the effort to preserve
the Reeve House, new home of the
Society. Peggy was a docent and vol-
unteer coordinator at the Miller-Cory
House Museum. She also volunteered
for CONTACT We Care, a local crisis
line, and served on the board of direc-
tors at Union County Mental Health.
Peggy was a tutor for Literacy Volun-
teers of America and volunteered for
the Interfaith Coalition for the Home-
less and at Grace’s Soup Kitchen in

Plainfield.
In retirement, Peggy and Fred re-

sided primarily in Naples, Fla., at-
tended St. John’s Episcopal Church
and were members of the Country
Club of Naples. Peggy volunteered
for St. Matthew’s House for the
Homeless, was a literacy volunteer
and worked at the church’s thrift shop.

Peggy was a rabid baseball fan and
an avid golfer. As a young woman,
she won titles for her skill with the
yo-yo and Baltimore City Badmin-
ton championships.

Peggy is survived by her children,
Nancy Boss of Westfield, Bobbie Boss
of Maui, Hawaii and Fred Boss of
Craig, Colo., and three grandchil-
dren, Jessica, Kyle and Kaylin.

There will be no visitation. A me-
morial service will take place at 11
a.m. on Monday, February 11, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
Burial will follow in the church’s
Garth.
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F-SP Service League Plans
40th-Year Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League, which
was founded in 1973 and currently
operates the thrift shop at 1741 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, will
celebrate 40 years of public service
during the week of February 12 to 16.

During this week at the thrift shop,
there will be special sales, surprise
discounts and prize drawings in honor
of the League’s “Ruby Anniversary.”
In addition, all customers are invited to
a special birthday celebration on Satur-
day, February 16, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., with free coffee and refreshments
available during shopping hours.

A feature of the week’s birthday
bash will be “Ruby Bucket” mystery
discounts, in which shoppers will com-
plete their orders, then select a sur-
prise discount ticket from the “Ruby
Bucket” to get dollars off their orders.
Customers may use only one surprise
discount per day during the sale.

The non-profit Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League was incorpo-
rated in 1973 for the purpose of sup-
porting a new day care center. It origi-
nally raised funds through garage
sales, flea markets, donations and the
sale of specially designed stationery.
The organization opened its first thrift
shop the following year, and although

the League has relocated its shop
multiple times, store operations have
been continuous since 1974.

Since its founding, the League has
donated more than $1 million to area
service organizations and charitable
causes, with particular emphasis on
those groups that serve the needs of
women and youth. The League also
awards college scholarships to local
residents who have demonstrated a
commitment to volunteerism and
community service.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the League or membership may
call (908) 322-5420 or speak to any of
the volunteers at the shop. General
information about the League and the
thrift shop also is available online at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.

Hale Speaker Series
Has Been Renamed

WESTFIELD – The Anne M.
Hale Speaker Series, now in its sixth
season, has been renamed the Anne
and Lee Hale Speaker Series.

The change is being made to honor
Lee Hale, a Westfield resident who
recently passed away. Mr. Hale, who
had a long history of community
involvement, had instituted the se-
ries in memory of his wife, Anne,
who died in 2007. He had been in-
strumental in securing noted speak-
ers, many of whom are Westfield
natives or residents, and ensuring
that the series remained viable.

Major funding for the series has
come from the Lee and Anne Hale
Fund and the Thomas Glasser Foun-
dation, with the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library as hosts
for the speeches.

The first talk of the 2013 season
will take place at 7 p.m. tonight,
Thursday, February 7, at the Westfield
Memorial Library. Former National
Football League quarterback Dave
Brown, a Westfield resident, will
speak on “Quarterbacking: High
School to the Pros.” Mr. Brown’s talk
will be open to the public but pre-
registration is required by calling the
library at (908) 789-4090, extension
0, or registering online at wmlnj.org
and clicking on Online Calendar.

Networking Group to Focus
On Mobile Job Search

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Career Net-
working Group will present “Your
Mobile Job Search” on Monday,
February 11, at 6:30 p.m.

The discussion will review and
evaluate the growing list of free and
for-fee apps designed to help indi-
viduals manage their career and also
will address the role of mobile tech-
nology in one’s job search strategy.

Presenter Donna Gerhauser has
spent the last decade helping
people ease through career change.
She offers workshops and semi-
nars that teach young adults and
seasoned professionals how to find
a good career match and navigate

inevitable career passages. Ms.
Gerhauser draws on her experi-
ence in marketing communications
to help job seekers become confi-
dent candidates.

This program will be free and
open to all. To register, visit
scotlib.org and click on Events,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
Individuals may connect with the
library’s Career Networking Group
on Linked In, Career Networking
Group at SPPL. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the town-
ship.

Senior Zumba Session
To Begin This Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Recreation Commission has
announced that the next Senior
Zumba session will run on Tuesdays
and Thursdays beginning February
26 for 12 sessions from 10:15 to
11:15 a.m. at the Towne House in
Green Forest Park. The class will
feature cardio, Zumba and some
weight training.

Registration can be done in person
at the recreation office, 430 Park
Avenue, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, February 20, or com-
pleted online by accessing
scotchplainsnj.com, clicking on the
“Community Pass” link and select-
ing the “2013 Winter Brochure” sea-
son. For more information, call the
recreation department at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 223.


