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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Thanks to All For
Toy Drive Success

On behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Ser-
vices Center, Sister Jacinta Fernandes,
and the children of Elizabeth, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus would
like to thank everyone for their donations
to our annual toy drive. Our thanks to the
following people for all their help and
support: The members of The Church of
St. Anne’s Rosary Society and their presi-
dent, Christine Guerriero; the Eastman
Management Group of Livingston part-
ners, Michael and Peter Schofel, and
especially Catherine Mooney, who
reached out to the following business
associates, tenants and friends in
Livingston; the teachers, parents, staff,
students and Teacher Ms. Lauren Nikirk
of the Mt. Pleasant Elementary School,
and Steve, Georgia and Jodi Solotoff of
PIP Printing. Ms. Mooney’s efforts re-
sulted in two vans of toys being donated.

Each year family members take turns
waiting in line overnight in inclement
weather for the toy distribution the fol-
lowing morning. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated, especially during the
current economy and Hurricane Sandy
relief efforts.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has served the
materially poor and homeless commu-
nity of greater Elizabeth, New Jersey, by
providing basic human needs such as
food, clothing and medications, as well
as a wide range of services and programs
to help them acquire the material goods
and social services they need to live with
integrity.

For information on St. Joseph’s, see
YouTube “Homeless in Elizabeth,” parts
one and two, or visit their website
www.stjosephelizabeth.org.

Keith Gallagher, Toy Drive Chair
Mike O’Donnell, Grand Knight
Garwood Knights of Columbus

Resident Writes Rep. Holt Seeking To
Dispel Rumors or Confirm Fears

WF Can Do Better Than Becoming
Part of Red-Light Camera Scheme

Just like a poisonous mushroom grow-
ing the proliferation of the red-light cam-
era traffic traps are growing, even in a
town like Westfield that prides itself in an
all-American democratic aura. There have
been such substantial challenges to the
alleged and fabricated safety feature of
these cameras that each citizen should
take offense to this clear revenue extor-
tion in your own backyard.

Bad enough, certain surrounding mu-
nicipalities, some already caught with
illegally shortened times between light
changes, also prey on you. It is bad sci-
ence, it has mutilated conclusions, and it
is degrading of what we all hope is the
essence of fairness in government. It is
time we cover the lenses on these camera

intruders and if we have been silly enough
to contract away our rights, reduce the
revenue take for the companies to per-
haps a penny so as to make it unprofitable
for them to maintain these intruders.

Westfield can do better than becoming
part of this abusive scheme, and with the
same power that our elected officials put
this illness upon us, they can use that
power to make it go away. We are watch-
ing and waiting, and look forward to our
leadership to show us they can correct a
terrible mistake. We don’t need a Robin
Hood type attack on our citizens to raise
revenues for town government.

Warren Victor
Westfield

I recently sent the below letter to my
U.S. Congressman, Ross Holt. So far no
response. Why is it they can pass bills, in
this case not even read them, and then
refuse to explain their actions to the tax-
payers they represent? It should be noted
that since I wrote my letter we hear that
several unions are upset with the health
care reform bill and several employers
are looking to cut the hours of their
employees, such to keep these individu-
als as part-time and exempt themselves
from the requirement that they must be
covered by their employers for their health
care. I can’t help but think that this is a
form of “sharing the wealth” for all but
the privileged, since our privileged con-
gressmen have their own medical cover-
age they don’t really care about us.

It is very disappointing that our elected
officials ignore us, only think of them-
selves and I hope that the voting public
remember this when they run for re-
election.

Dear Congressman Holt,
I am deeply concerned that as a result

of the health care reform, which you
signed, it will cause a loss of private
insurance and will eventually cost the
individual taxpayer significantly more
money than it does now. This would be
applicable to any one who has company-
paid-for medical insurance, poor, middle
class and millionaires alike.

My logic goes like this, in accordance
with a various articles in the media that
all people must have health care and
companies with 50 employees and over
must provide health care to its employ-
ees. Should the company not offer health
care the companies are taxed some $2,000
per person over 30 employees?

Taking into consideration, baby
boomers that are not 65 years old, do not
have or will lose their company provided
health care, not on Medicare, and have
private health care available through vari-
ous carriers may be impacted. Presently
the cost is between $4,500 for only cata-
strophic insurance to $15,000 for full
coverage in the private market. This natu-
rally is only for one person and does not
count a spouse. Some employers are pres-
ently paying in excess of $25,000 a year
for a husband’s and wife’s insurance,
with some of the cost being picked up by
the employee. During the first debate,
President Obama mentioned that they
expect that health care reform would drive
these rates down some 18 percent.

It would appear to me that the compa-
nies would gladly pay the $2,000 pen-
alty. Let the employee worry about pick-
ing up their own health care coverage for
what could be $12,000 or more for a

single-person policy, $24,000 for a hus-
band and wife. In addition, companies
would no longer have to employ health
care professionals; this would be another
cost savings and remove a potential source
of liability.

I do understand from a recent Money
Magazine article, that one would be eli-
gible for a tax credit as long as a family
income is not over four times the national
poverty level. This amounts to some
$58,840 for a husband and wife.

Should they have in excess of this
income, than the result is that a couple
would be fully responsible for the full
cost of their coverage, which could be in
excess of $24,000! Congressman, who in
New Jersey can afford to live on $58,840?
It would appear that the middle class, that
you always claim to be fighting for, would
be greatly impacted.

Before you say that this will not hap-
pen, I understand that 1,200 exemptions
have been already granted. The parent
company for the Olive Garden and Red
Lobster is looking cutting staff and/or
reducing hours such to have more part-
time employees who are not eligible for
health care reform, and the media reported
that some 10 percent of companies may
drop their employee medical coverage,
with another 10 percent considering it. All
this is with a year and half before full
implementation [of national health care.]

My fear is that to deny this potential
makes one wonder if elected officials are
in tune with the real world who are re-
sponsible for a profit and lost of an insti-
tution (i.e. company) rather than govern-
ment who has unlimited funds do to the
ability to tax.

I can foresee futures where only the
ones that will have employer-paid medi-
cal coverage would be unions, private but
mostly ones in the public sector. Does
this sound like the pension situation we
have now? Many of us have lost our
pensions and have been provided 401K’s
in their place. We see that their value
dropped due to the stock market, while
the taxpayers are left holding the bag for
these public sector pensions.

Then possibly to add injury to insult I
have heard it said that Congress has ex-
empted itself from the requirements of
the health care reform bill.

Please respond as to where my facts or
logic are in error.

Leave it to be said, I look forward to
your response. I am sure that the taxpay-
ers would find your responses very infor-
mative and perhaps dispel rumors or con-
firm our worst fears.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Theodore Romankow Should Not Be
Reappointed as County Prosecutor

Editor’s Note: The following, edited
for brevity, is a letter sent to state Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield).

******
Union County Prosecutor Theodore

Romankow is up for re-appointment. My
argument is below asking Governor
Christie to select someone else.
Romankow has turned his department
into his own fiefdom, allegedly dispens-
ing political favors at will. No one should
be above the law, and selectivity and
political connections should not be con-
sidered in deliberations of whether to
prosecute or not.

1) Age: He is past the mandatory age of
retirement, which in itself is a major
factor.

2) Outside political favors: In Febru-
ary 2006, Union County Undersheriff
Joseph Cryan had an ex-girlfriend stalk-
ing him. Romankow sent 13 prosecutor
agents to tail the ex-girlfriend down to
Trenton to arrest her. In May 2006 New
Jersey State Assistant Prosecutor Debra
Stone noted that this was a disproportion-
ate amount of manpower for a fourth-
degree stalking charge. In February 2010,
state Judge Maenza stated this case should
not have been handled in Union County.

3) Non-prosecution 1: In November
2011, the Union County DPW uncov-
ered a multiple theft of chainsaws. The
public found that Freeholder Scanlon’s
son was interviewed as the main suspect.
Romankow’s investigation is now over
one-year-old and he claims it is still on-
going. This stonewalling could be occur-
ring because it is a freeholder’s son.

4) Non-prosecution 2 — Musicfest:
Through 2005 to 2011, Union County
Manager George Devanney, who is the
nephew of Senator Ray Lesniak, spon-
sored a large gala musical program he
personally developed. After many years
of pressure from the public to investigate
possible tax money abuse, the prosecutor
investigated the 2010 event five months
later. Despite finding $15,000 hidden in
a county safe, another $100,000 hidden
in a third entity, deposits of multiple
amounts just under the $10,000 thresh-
old that triggers financial reporting to the
IRS, the prosecutor concluded that noth-
ing criminal occurred and it was only lax
paperwork. Residents then uncovered an
additional $37,000 “lost” dollars never
accounted in the report. With thousands
of hidden dollars, one would think that
Romankow would investigate into other
years to find a possible pattern of crimi-
nality. He stopped short and for all this
misuse not one person was held account-

able.
5) Questionable employees:

Romankow’s second in command, Mr.
Cernades, Jr. was identified as a satellite
figure in a June 2009 New York Investi-
gator General [NYIG] report on Water-
front corruption. It appears Mr. Cernades
abused his power to retrieve privileged
information for a family friend who was
under investigation by the NYIG. Upon
questioning by the NYIG investigators,
he denied it, but then when confronted
with evidence to the contrary, admitted to
the truth. Mr. Cernades still works as
second in command.

6) Retribution — Generatorgate: A
watchdog group, the UCWA has consis-
tently criticized the prosecutor depart-
ment over many years. In Hurricane
Sandy, the UCWA by undisclosed source
reported that 16 Union County employ-
ees took home generators. The County
Police started the investigation but
Romankow took it over. Then the UCWA
started getting threatening letters and a
subpoena from Romankow. Romankow
had uncovered four suspects but instead
of prosecuting them, he decided to focus
on the UCWA who stated they would
only give the information to the state AG,
since there is a trust issue. His department
has generated over 150 pages in a case
against the UCWA. This should be re-
manded to the state level since there is
sufficient prejudice to warrant it.
Romankow won’t budge in his vendetta.

7) Romankow, in handling a large
department, spends resources on vendet-
tas and [caters to] political friends.

His department should be investigated
by higher authorities. These allegations
compromise the department’s integrity
when it comes to future court cases
brought forth.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Voters May Donate To
NJ Spec. Olympics

On behalf of Special Olympics New
Jersey, I wish to express my sincere ap-
preciation for the support of Governor
Chris Christie and Lieutenant Governor
Kim Guadagno with the signing of bill S-
1855. This bill designates our organiza-
tion as one of the New Jersey charitable
funds residents may choose to endorse
with a donation on their 2012 and 2013
New Jersey State income tax form. A
special thank you also is extended to
Special Olympics parent and Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-Gloucester),
Assemblyman John Burzichelli (D-
Gloucester), and Assemblyman Dan
Benson (D-Mercer), who championed
the passing of this bill.

Special Olympics New Jersey will field
a “Home Team” of 265 athletes with
intellectual disabilities to the 2014 USA
Special Olympics Games, which will be
June 14 to 21, 2014. Under the new law,
taxpayers will be able to include a contri-
bution on their tax returns to the “2014
Special Olympics New Jersey Home
Team Fund.” This bill will provide every
New Jersey citizen an opportunity to
allocate funds to Special Olympic ath-
letes, who represent communities from
across the state, so that they may compete
at the highest level.

With the signing of this bill, Governor
Christie, Lieutenant Governor Guadagno,
State Senate President Sweeney and many
others who helped to pass this legislation
have paid the very highest tribute to the
Special Olympic athletes of New Jersey
in their quest to compete at the highest
level and represent the “Home Team.”

Special Olympics New Jersey is proud
to host the 2014 Special Olympics USA
Games and invites New Jersey citizens
from throughout the state to visit
www.2014specialolympics.org to learn
more about the Games and www.sonj.org
to get involved with Special Olympics
New Jersey.

We welcome everyone to join in the
celebration of Genuine Jersey Pride and
contribute to the “Home Team” as they
train for the 2014 USA Games.

Thank you for your continued support
of Special Olympics New Jersey.

Marc Edenzon
President, NJ Special Olympics

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Forzando – With force or stress
2. Carapace – The upper shell of a

turtle, crab, etc.
3. Fuliginosity – Sootiness; smokiness
4. Raffish – Disgraceful; cheap

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RADEAU
1. A hunt conducted by driving game

from cover to a place near waiting hunt-
ers

2. Any large stage prop in the theater
which depicts the background

3. A raft
4. A small tub

DAVIT
1. A one-horse carriage
2. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
3. A deep cut or gash
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

TARVE
1. To bend or turn
2. To entise or trick
3. A grave digger
4. Topsoil

ABADDON
1. The north wind
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A medieval battering ram on wheels
4. Angel of the bottomless pit

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Public Info, (908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Will New GOP Chairmen
Reinvigorate FW, SP Parties?

SP Mayor Glover Names People,
Firms He Wants to Fulfill Promises
With the change of political parties comes a new

direction in leadership. This could not be more
evident than what has occurred so far this year in
Scotch Plains. Since Kevin Glover ascended to the
mayor’s seat on January 1, there have been whole-
sale changes among both professionals and volun-
teers serving the township. The new Democratic
majority on the governing body has replaced every-
one from the township attorney to the labor attorney
to the leadership of the planning board.

Judy Verrone of the Teaneck law firm of Decotis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, a firm that does lots of business
with the Democratically-controlled Union County
government, has replaced Jeff Lehrer of the Donald
DiFrancesco led law firm, who served as township
attorney, and Casey Woodruff of Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s law firm, who served as public defender,
has been replaced by the Westfield-based law firm of
Eric Morrell. Mr. DiFrancesco, a Republican, served
as governor after Governor Christine Whitman re-
signed to become Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) administrator. Mr. Bramnick, a Scotch Plains-
based attorney, serves as Republican leader in the
state Assembly. Former Democratic council candi-
date Theresa Mullen is the new municipal prosecu-
tor, with the Woodbridge-based law firm of Wilentz,

Goldman taking over as labor relations attorney.
John Thompson was named planning board chair-

man, replacing Paulette Coronato, a former Repub-
lican councilwoman who chaired the board the last
four years, in a close 4-3 vote a few weeks ago.
Remington, Vernick and Vena Associates of Old
Bridge was named township engineer, after Demo-
crats bounced Robert Lynes of Millburn-based Hatch
Mott McDonald. The Glover-led council also re-
placed longtime auditor, Westfield-based Suplee
Clooney, with Wiss and Co., which has a local office
in the Iselin section of Woodbridge.

Our guess is that Municipal Judge Antonio Inacio
will be replaced when his appointment comes up for
renewal in 2014. He also serves as judge in Clark and
Garwood.

The lone Republican on the council, William
Vastine, has criticized the Glover Administration
appointments, saying they do not know Scotch Plains
the way the township’s veteran officials, such as
Hatch Mott McDonald and Suplee Clooney, did.
While we agree that experience is a factor, these
officials, in our opinion, will bring new and fresh
ideas to the table.

Will these actions enable Mayor Glover to fulfill
the promises made during his election campaign?

In the last couple weeks and months, there have been
changes in control of local political parties. These are
important positions, as the chairman’s main function is
to find qualified people to step up to the plate and run
for local office.

In Scotch Plains, Martin Marks, a former mayor, has
moved to Cranford and, thus, has resigned as chairman
of the Scotch Plains Republican Committee. Alexander
Smith, who had been head of the local Tea Party, has
replaced Mr. Marks as chairman. The pick of Mr.
Smith, however, shows some disconnect among the
local GOP committee members, as he won by a thin 15-
14 margin over former Republican Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato.

The local township GOP has suffered two bad de-
feats the last few election cycles, with the loss in the
mayoral race and for a council seat this past November,
and the loss of two of three seats on the 2010 election
ballot. That has left Democrats with a 4-1 majority on
the Scotch Plains governing body. Will Mr. Smith be
able to bring some new ideas and reinvigorate the
party?

On the Democratic side, Lou Beckerman recently
resigned as Scotch Plains chairman following his el-

evation to a seat on the township council after he was
picked to fill the council vacancy left when Kevin
Glover was sworn in as mayor on January 1. Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains), a former
Fanwood mayor and county freeholder, has replaced
Mr. Beckerman as chairman. We hope that Mr. Smith
and Ms. Stender will focus on finding qualified people
to serve on the council and keep partisanship in check.

The Fanwood GOP also has gone through some
change the past few years with the sudden resignation
of Joseph Britt, the party’s 2011 mayoral contender
against popular Democratic Mayor Colleen Mahr. Mr.
Britt was replaced as GOP chairman by Andrew
MacDonald, a former councilman. In our view, the
Fanwood GOP has been silent in recent years, after
being swept at the election polls in 2011 and 2012. The
GOP holds only one seat on the six-member council –
that of former police chief Anthony Parenti – after
having had three seats.

Running for local office should not be about party
labels. It has often been said that local town councils
are the closest form of government to the people. We
hope that more residents will consider running for
office in the future.


