
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 7, 2013 Page 3

This Is Westfield  2013
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 41st Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

Kean Seeks to Tighten Ethics
Oversight at Local Level

TRENTON – Responding to a
report issued by State Comptroller
Matthew Boxer detailing how a
Chesterfield Township Committee-
man exploited his position to reap a
$200,000 windfall on the sale of
development rights on his property,
Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has
called for the state Senate to con-
sider legislation he is sponsoring to
tighten local government ethics
oversight.

“This case of alleged self-deal-
ing by an elected official exposes a
need for greater accountability at
the local level,” Sen. Kean said. “In
addition to, as the Comptroller rec-
ommends, subjecting local govern-
ment officials to the same penalties
as state officials for violating ethics
laws, we should also bring adjudi-
cation of such local conflicts of
interest the same as those occurring
at the state level.”

Currently, ethics violations by
municipal or school board officials
are subject to a set of smaller mon-
etary penalties than those involving
state officials, and are adjudicated
by the Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) or Department of
Education (DOE), respectively.

Senator Kean is the sponsor of S-

2068, which would enhance local
government accountability in the
following ways:

Would give the State Ethics Board
jurisdiction over conflicts of inter-
est law involving municipal gov-
ernment officials, removing such
cases from DCA and DOE.

As recommended by the Comp-
troller, the bill would subject local
government officials to the same
schedule of monetary penalties as
those faced by state officials for
violations of the New Jersey Con-
flicts of Interest Law.

The bill would require the State
Ethics Commission to promulgate
financial disclosure forms for mu-
nicipal and school board officials.

“Fragmented ethics oversight that
subjects different levels of govern-
ment to different standards is a recipe
for violating the public trust,” Sen.
Kean continued. “My legislation
subjects the government closest to
the people - local government - to
the higher ethical standards required
of state officials and streamlines en-
forcement of conflicts of interest
laws. As the legislative session for
2013 ramps up, I call on the Senate
President to ensure that this legisla-
tion is given consideration and a
vote  [of] our colleagues.”

NEW BARBER IN TOWN… Kennedy’s All American Barber Club, located
at 226 North Avenue, West, in Westfield, recently celebrated their ribbon
cutting. Pictured, left to right, are: Jeffrey Christakos, Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) Economic Development Committee; Robert Dowdy and
Chris Devine, Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) board mem-
bers; Sammy Michielli and Nicky Laspina, Kennedy’s barbers, and Dainia
Oren, Kennedy’s owner; Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilmen Sam Della
Fera and Mark LoGrippo, and Katie Lavecchia, Kennedy’s assistant man-
ager and barber. Westfield is the first New Jersey location for Kennedy’s,
which also operates 13 other locations in Connecticut, Florida and Maryland.

ALG: Defund Combat
Terrorism Center

REGIONAL – Americans for Lim-
ited Government (ALG) has urged Rep.
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and
members of the House Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee to defund the
West Point Combating Terrorism Cen-
ter (CTC) after it released a study on
terrorism that ALF  President William
Wilson said is targeted against regular
Americans.

“It is up to Rep. Frelinghuysen to
get to the bottom of this West Point
study, which has the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center’s fingerprints all over.
This is hardly an appropriate use of
tax dollars when regular Americans
are being smeared as extremists and
potential terrorists solely for their
political beliefs,” Mr. Wilson said.

The report, “Challengers from the
Sidelines: Understanding America’s
Violent Far-Right,” by Arie Perliger,
director of terrorism studies at the
CTC, was published on January 15.

“Not one more dime of taxpayer
money should be wasted on CTC,
which is indoctrinating our service-
men and women with brazen propa-
ganda against the American people
until this report is denounced and its
author terminated from government
service,” Mr. Wilson wrote in his
letter to members of the House Ap-
propriations Defense Subcommittee.

Mr. Wilson said a recent Pew Re-
search Center poll that found 53 per-
cent of Americans view that the fed-
eral government threatens personal
rights and freedoms.

“Rep. Frelinghuysen’s responsibil-
ity to taxpayers and to the American
people is to get to the bottom of this
memo. The West Point center that
produced it should be defunded until
the memo is withdrawn and the au-
thor fired,” Mr. Wilson concluded.

Kean Responds to Sweeney
Attack on AshBritt Contract
TRENTON – Senate Minority

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
responded this week to criticism by
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) over a $100-mil-
lion contract issued to AshBritt, an
out-of-state debris-removal company
hired by the state for cleanup efforts in
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

Senator Sweeney questioned in a
press release why Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean (R-21, Westfield)
“has remained silent on the issues
surrounding AshBritt.”

Sen. Sweeney’s comments come in
response to a Star-Ledger report which
called into question how AshBritt got
the contract and put a spotlight on the
company, which the paper said charges
high fees for clean up practices that
are largely subcontracted out.

“There are some serious questions
that need to be answered regarding
how and why AshBritt ended up with
a giant no-bid contract. But we have
not heard a word from the Minority
Leader on the issue. Keep in mind,
Senator Kean and many of his col-
leagues have no problem preaching
about pay-to-play laws and no-bid
contracting, but now we hear just the
deafening sounds of silence. The

public deserves to know where Mi-
nority Leader Kean stands on this
issue,” Sen. Sweeney said.

When asked for a comment by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, a spokesman released
the following statement from Sen. Kean:

“This is just another temper tan-
trum from a Senate President who still
cannot accept that voters chose Chris
Christie for governor three years ago.
The Governor had to make a judg-
ment call in the midst of the worst
natural disaster in our state’s history
and he followed the lead of states that
deal with hurricane cleanup far more
often than we do and hired a firm that,
by all accounts, does good work and
has lots of experience,” Sen. Kean
said. “He acted quickly so that the
shore could begin to cleanup and re-
build as soon as humanly possible.
Perhaps the Senate President would
prefer that the communities impacted
still look like a war zone, but I’m sure
residents are glad the Governor took
quick action.”

According to politickernj.com,
Gov. Christie called the Ledger story
“shoddy, crappy journalism” saying
the agreement is based on a similar
one that Connecticut did.
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Lawmakers Consider
Law to Stop  Surcharge

TRENTON – In light of a recent
nationwide change to Visa and
MasterCard regulations that allows
retailers to impose additional fees on
customers, a bill was considered in
the state Legislature on Monday that
would protect New Jersey residents
from point-of-purchase surcharges
for using their credit cards.

The bill, S-2533, would prohibit
retailers – including grocery stores,
restaurants and retail outlets – from
imposing a surcharge on consumers
for the use of a credit card. Under the
bill, a retailer who imposes a sur-
charge would be punishable with a
penalty up to $10,000 for the first
offense and up to $20,000 for each
additional offense.

The new policy is part of a $7.25-
billion settlement reached last sum-
mer between credit card companies
and U.S. merchants giving stores the
option to pass on the cost of swipe
fees —payments merchants make to
credit card issuers — to consumers in
the form of surcharges, Fox Business
News reported. Ten states — Califor-

nia, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida,
Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, New
York, Oklahoma and Texas — have
laws that prohibit surcharges.

Contractors Would
Have to Wear Badges
TRENTON – Legislation that

would revise the “Contractors’ Reg-
istration Act” to require state-issued
identification badges for home im-
provement contractors has cleared
the Senate Commerce Committee.

The bill, S-2363, would require a
home improvement contractor to
wear a state-issued identification
badge whenever the contractor is
performing, engaging, or attempting
to engage, in making or selling home
improvements. It would include a
color photograph of the contractor’s
face, the contractor’s name, the
contractor’s registration number, and
the name of the contractor’s busi-
ness. If a contractor’s license were
suspended he/she would have to sur-
render the badge.


