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Accidents

Christie Appoints Local
Residents to State Panels

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie filed nominations for judge-
ships and various other state commit-
tees last week. The appointments,
some of who were previously nomi-
nated but not confirmed by the Sen-
ate during the 215th legislative ses-
sion, have to the approved by the full
state Senate.

As part of an effort to fill court
vacancies, the Governor reappointed
Superior Court Judge Robert J. Mega
and put the names of attorneys Linda
E. Mallozzi of Union and James P.
Wilson of Roselle up for appoint-
ment to the Union County Superior
Court bench. The Star-Ledger re-
ported that there are 10 vacancies on
the Union County bench.

In Westfield, Councilman Sam
Della Fera, Jr., an attorney, has been
appointed to the board of Higher
Education Student Assistance Author-
ity, Richard M. Ralph has been named
to the New Jersey Cemetery Board,
and Allan De Rose, a certified finan-
cial planner, has been nominated to
the New Jersey Educational Facili-
ties Authority.

Westfield resident C. Stephen
Cordes has been nominated to serve
on the New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology University Board of Trustees.
He is managing director and member
of the executive board of ING Clarion
Partners, an investment advisory firm
specializing in real estate headquar-
tered in New York City.

Mike DuHaime, a political advisor

to Governor Christie, was named to the
Rutgers University Board of Trustees.
Westfield architect Richard L. Elbert,
who is also an attorney, has been ap-
pointed to the New Jersey Schools
Development Authority, which is re-
sponsible for implementing an over-
haul of the educational infrastructure
of hundreds of schools in districts in all
21 New Jersey counties.

Scotch Plains resident Huifeng Niu
has been nominated by the Governor
to the New Jersey State Commission
on Cancer Research while former
Summit councilwoman Cynthia Mar-
tin was named to the New Jersey
Historic Trust, which was created in
1967 to preserve New Jersey’s his-
toric resources across the state.

Maureen McLeer Morin of
Cranford, an attorney and wife of
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin, has been named to the
Union County Board of Taxation, a
board charged with equalization of
assessments for the purpose of county
taxes, yearly production of tax
ratables, supervision of the munici-
pal assessors, and certification of mu-
nicipal tax rates.

Maureen Malloy Ferguson of New
Providence, the wife of former Con-
gressman Michael Ferguson, has been
nominated to serve on the New Jersey
State Museum Board of Trustees. Also
appointed to the board was former
Rahway Councilman George T.
Wagenhoffer, who served as Rahway
GOP campaign manager in 2012.

CF Comm. Seeks to Reduce
Impervious Surfaces

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee has announced
it is seeking to reduce impervious
surfaces on municipal property by 10
percent by 2015. In a resolution ap-
proved by the committee, the com-
mittee pledged that the reduction will
demonstrate the community’s com-
mitment to improved storm water
management practices.

“Impervious surfaces do not let
storm water get into the ground
which causes the run off that con-
tributes to flooding,” Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen said. “While we know
that better storm water management
has many facets that we believe we
must implement, the pledge and fol-
low-up actions will contribute to
reduce run off.”

Commissioner Lisa Adubato
added, “[Hurricane] Irene showed
once again the seriousness of the
problem Cranford faces and we hope
to contribute to the solution. For ex-
ample, reducing run off from the
municipal parking lot by implemen-
tation of best practices, such as re-
placing impervious cover with pervi-
ous surface, will reduce the storm
water that gets into the river.”

Deputy Mayor O’Malley stated
that, “The township’s environmental
commission and planning board have
made this strategy one of its main
priorities. Cranford Township will
set an example for our residents and
businesses that, where appropriate,
better storm water management tech-
niques should be implemented.”

Commissioner Andis Kalins
added, “We are also asking resi-
dents and businesses throughout
Cranford to consider where it is
appropriate on their own property
to reduce runoff through tree
plantings, rain gardens or replace-
ment of impervious surfaces where
possible.”

Commissioner Kevin Campbell
said, “Extreme weather patterns are
an indication that communities like
Cranford have to consider better man-
agement of storm water so that we
can reduce the damages caused by
these storms.”

Mayor Hannen concluded that,
“This action today is a small part of
an overall plan to do what we can to
better protect our residents. Cranford
is actively participating in the re-
gional effort to mitigate flooding,
which is showing some progress. This
action now is a clarion call to our
neighbors upstream to join in the
effort so that we can better manage
the next storm. Overdevelopment was
permitted to take place without con-
sideration of the inadequate manage-
ment of storm water. This is a chance
to work towards solutions that can
make a difference.”

Indicted Lawmakers Would
Be Suspended Under Bill

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) has
introduced legislation that would sus-
pend any indicted member of the
Legislature from their office, includ-
ing their salary and other benefits,
until they are either convicted or ex-
onerated of the charges.

If a member of the Legislature is
ultimately convicted, resulting in a
forfeiture of office, any loss of salary
and benefits would date back to the
time of suspension under the legisla-
tion. If a member is exonerated or if
the indictment is dismissed, the mem-
ber would be entitled to back-pay
and reinstatement of all other ben-
efits from the date of the suspension

under the provisions of the bill.
“It is difficult for a legislator to fulfill

their primary responsibility of repre-
senting the interests of their constitu-
ents while under indictment,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “Until the charge is re-
solved, it is in the best interests of the
affected constituency that a temporary
replacement be assigned. Good gov-
ernment is best achieved when legisla-
tors are focused on serving the needs of
those who elected them to office.”

Under Asw. Muñoz’ bill, A-3732,
the leader of the respective political
party in the Senate or Assembly that
is affected by the indictment would
name a temporary replacement for an
indicted lawmaker.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Menendez’ Donor Office Raided;
Sen. Denies Prostitute Reports
The FBI,  on January 30, raided the

offices of Dr. Salomon Melgen, a
prominent Florida-based eye surgeon
and a top political donor to U.S. Sen.
Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), according to
numerous news organizations. Sen.
Menendez has been dogged by re-
ports on a conservative blog website,
The Daily Caller, that Dr. Melgen had
flown the Senator to the Dominican
Republic for alleged twists with pros-
titutes. Sen. Menendez has denied the
allegations, saying they came from a
“politically-motivated, right-wing
blog and are false.”

Sen. Menendez’s office said that
he reimbursed Dr. Melgen $58,500
for the full cost of two of three trips
Sen. Menendez took on the Dr.
Melgen’s plane to the Dominican
Republic in 2010, after failing to re-
port them as gifts or reimburse Dr.
Melgen as required by law.

The New York Times reported that
Sen.  Menendez  may have used his
influence as chairman of a Senate sub-
committee that holds sway over the
Dominican Republic to urge federal
officials  to intervene so a  $500-million
contract with a  company that Dr. Melgen
had an ownership interest would be
enforced. The contract was for port se-
curity for the Dominican Republic.

Geraldo Rivera Pondering
Run for N.J. U.S. Senate Seat
Journalist turned TV and Radio

talk show Geraldo Rivera is said to be
considering a run as a Republican for
U.S. Senate seat in New Jersey held
by Democrat Frank Lautenberg, the
Associated Press has reported. New-
ark Mayor Cory Booker, a Democrat,
has filed papers with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission (DEC) to explore a
run at the Senate seat. Sen.
Lautenberg, who at 89 is the oldest
member of the Senate, has not said
whether he will seek reelection.

Judge Upholds Dem
Victory in Springfield

A judge has ruled that Democrat
Margaret Bandrowski officially de-
feated Republican Jerry Fernandez
by three votes for a seat on the Spring-
field Township Committee. The final
margin is two votes fewer than the
five-vote margin Ms. Bandrowski had
in the initial tally on election night,
the Independent Press reported.
Democrats now have a 4-1 majority
on the committee

On Election Day, November 6,
2012, two Democrats, Ms.
Bandrowski and her running mate,
David Barnett — were competing with
Mr. Fernandez and his fellow Repub-

lican, Marc Kruass, for two available
seats on township committee. Mr.
Barnett was the highest vote getter
with 3,261, while Mr. Krauss had the
fewest votes at 3,076. Ms. Bandrowski
came in second with 3,208 votes with
Mr. Fernandez's garnering 3,203, the
newspaper reported.

NJAC Forms Panel on
County-Run Nursing Homes
The New Jersey Association of Coun-

ties has formed the County Nursing
Homes of New Jersey, an advocacy
group to speak on behalf of county-run
nursing homes in Jersey, according to a
South Jersey Times article. The move
follows significant cuts to Medicaid
funding in 2012 by the state, which had
an impact on county-run nursing homes.
Eleven of New Jersey’s 21 counties
operate nursing facilities.

Union County operates Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, which has been outsourcing
some of its services in an effort to
reduce an $10-million operating defi-
cit. Cumberland and Salem counties
sold their nursing homes in the last two
years, but Gloucester County’s is still
running, according to South Jersey
Times article.

Daughter of Ocean Freeholder
Admits to Stealing $40,000

The daughter of Ocean County Free-
holder Director John Kelly has pleaded
guilty to stealing more than $40,000
from township taxpayers, according to
app.com, the website of the Asbury Park
Press. Dawn Marie Kelly, an employee
in the Egg Harbor Township municipal
tax collector’s office, admitted to pock-
eting cash payments she handled when
property owners came into the munici-
pal complex to settle tax liens, the website
reported. Under a plea agreement, Kelly
pleaded guilty to theft by unlawful tak-
ing, a third-degree crime which carries
a maximum  five years in prison.

The state Attorney General’s Office
has recommended probation with no
jail time, on the condition Kelly enter a
long-term, inpatient drug treatment pro-
gram and forfeit her job in the municipal
tax collector’s office.

Deal Reached on
Filling Judgeships

Senate Democrats have reached an
agreement with the Christie Adminis-
tration to break a logjam over judicial
nominees.

Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden)
told The Star-Ledger that his committee
would hear from 20 nominees today,
February 7, after hearing from five nomi-
nees on Monday. Five of those being
considered are for the Union County
bench, which has 10 vacancies.
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Pfc. Munoz Completes
Marine Training in S.C.

SCOTCH PLAINS  –  Marine Corps
Private First Class Jose A. Munoz, a
2006 graduate of Academy for Infor-
mation Technology at the Union
County Vocational Schools in Scotch
Plains, earned the title of United States
Marine after graduating from recruit
training at Marine Corps. Recruit De-
pot, Parris Island, S.C.

For 13 weeks, Pfc. Munoz stayed
committed during some of the world’s
most demanding entry-level military
training in order to be transformed
from civilian to Marine instilled with
pride, discipline and the core values
of honor, courage and commitment.
Training subjects included close-or-
der drill, marksmanship with an M-
16A4 rifle, physical fitness, martial
arts, swimming, military history, cus-
toms and courtesies.

One week prior to graduation, Pfc.
Munoz endured The Crucible, a 54-
hour final test of recruits’ minds and
bodies. Upon completion, recruits are
presented the Marine Corps. emblem
and called Marines for the first time.

Lautenberg, Holt Push
For Clementi Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tor Frank R. Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) have reintro-
duced the Tyler Clementi Higher Edu-
cation Anti-Harassment Act, legisla-
tion that for the first time would re-
quire colleges and universities to have
in place anti-harassment policies. The
bills, introduced separately in the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives,
also would provide funding for schools
to establish or expand programs to
prevent harassment of students.

The legislation is named in honor
of Tyler Clementi, an 18-year-old
freshman at Rutgers University who
took his life in 2010 after his room-
mate, Dharun Ravi, and another stu-
dent harassed him and violated his
privacy over the Internet by using a
webcam on Rav’s computer to spy on
Tyler and another male during an
intimate moment.The legislation
would require colleges and universi-
ties that receive federal student aid to
have in place a policy that prohibits
harassment of students including their
sexual orientation.

The legislation also would require
schools to recognize cyberbullying as a
form of harassment and it would create
a new grant program at the U.S. De-
partment of Education to help colleges
and universities establish programs to
prevent harassment of students.


