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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

LEADER TRAVELS…Mountainside resident Fontaine Gatti holds a copy of
The Westfield Leader while visiting Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.

WE LOVE ARUBA ... The Payami family of Scotch Plains welcomed in the New
Year in Aruba. Jake, Briella and Kapriana Payami  enjoy The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times at this island landmark  — the perfect place for tourists, and
everyone that loves Aruba, to get a picture-perfect pose.
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Kirsch is, “I believe, legally correct.”
He added that most juvenile offend-
ers serve approximately one-third of
the time they are sentenced to, but
Franklin’s release will be up to the
parole board.

Where Franklin will serve his sen-
tence currently is unknown, as state
law prohibits juvenile offenders from
being sent to state prison. “This case
is very unique,” Mr. Busichio said.

Franklin was arrested after cold
case detectives with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office began looking at
the Triano case and were able to
extract DNA evidence from clothing
and bedding that the Westfield Police
Department had preserved since the
murder.

“Our detectives don’t give up.
There are a number of active investi-
gations regarding homicides in Union
County, both recent and some dating
back many years. Based on the suc-
cess rate the Union County Homi-
cide Task Force has built, there are
criminals out there who should be
very concerned. It’s only a matter of
time,” Mr. Romankow told The
Leader.

According to The Westfield Leader
archives, Franklin was appointed to a
Youth Advisory Committee on Van-
dalism in September of 1977, just a
year after he allegedly murdered Ms.
Triano. He next appears in the ar-
chives in April of 1980, when he was
arrested and charged with a Stirling
Place burglary along with Ralph
Petterway. The two were held on
$10,000 bail.

Then on November 6, 1981,
Franklin broke into the Garrigan
home on Lawrence Avenue, holding
three family members hostage.
Franklin pled guilty to kidnapping
and robbery, for which he served just
over 17 years before being paroled in
1999.

At the time of his arrest for the
Triano murder, Franklin, a father of
three, was residing in Newark and
working as a home heating oil
deliveryman.
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street. He also said the personal ser-
vice component would be served by
the classes conducted there.

Town Planner Bill Drew took issue
with the term personal service and
said that it does not mean family
activity. He suggested that recre-
ational service would be a more fit-
ting term. Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said personal service
means a shoe repair or a tailor.

Mr. Tobias emphasized the fact that
it would not be a childcare center and
would not be licensed as such. He
also said the facility would be used
by about 90 persons a day and would
benefit from foot traffic and the Pros-
pect Street parking lot. He added that
the facility would support shopping
at nearby stores.

“It would be a great fit,” Mr. Tobias
said. “There would be no detriment;
the outside of the store would remain
the same,” he added.

Kathy Gold of Westfield told the
board, “I feel that it (Kidville) would
be more than appropriate in
Westfield, and a wonderful addition
to the downtown.” Sherry Cronin,
executive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, said, “Ev-
eryone is anticipating it. It would
be a wonderful attraction to our
downtown. We have to look at it as
to whether it is appropriate for this
district. I tend to think it is.”

Mr. Heinbokel commented that,
“This is a permitted asset. If you
had 22 people at the site at one
time, I don’t think it’s any different
from retail, and it would bring
people to the other businesses. I
don’t see the activity as burden-
some to the town. I’m in favor of
allowing this type of activity to go
on downtown. It would help support
other businesses.”

Board member Andrew
Wasserman added, “I don’t see any
detriment. I think it’s a good appli-
cation.”
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WF Rec. Discusses Soccer
Fields, Tennis Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The recreation
commission held a short meeting
Monday evening, at which Brad
Rothenberg, a Girls Softball League
of Westfield board member, asked
the commission for $25,000 toward
the refurbishing of four fields. He said
he worked with Scott Bills, a certified
sports field consultant with Sports
Field Solutions, to make that determi-
nation.

Mr. Rothenberg said the Viersma
Company came in at the lowest price.
He also said it would cost about $9,575
per field, or $38,300 for all four fields.
He told the commission that the league
would like to put locked boxes at the
fields to store bases, and also wished
to enhance the dugouts and put tarp
over the batter’s boxes.

“These are the fields our travel teams
use, and the conditions are not what
we’d like them to be,” Mr. Rothenberg
said.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said, “I have all the infor-
mation that Scott sent me, and it is
within the scope of what I expected.
There is a time factor. When could it
be done? At any given time there
would be one (field) out of commis-
sion. It’s not only Girls Softball that
use those fields.”

Commission member Loren
Weinstein said, “Given all the work to
be done, it makes sense to me.”

Dan Duffy of the Westfield Base-
ball League added, “If he’s doing all
of the fields, it doesn’t make any sense
to have two different contractors work-
ing on it.”

Mr. Kaufmann also said it would
not be a $25,000 check that would go
to the Girls Softball League, but rather
the money would be used towards the
cost for a combination of vendors. He
said, “$25,000 out of our field-use
fund is appropriate” towards the cost
of the project.

“Scott Bills, depending on which
company is doing the project, would
be supervising it,” Mr. Kaufmann
added. The commission then approved
the amount to be used for the fields.

Assistant Recreation Director Dee
Kaufmann said Program Director
Traci Kastner is working on the sum-
mer brochure and looking for spon-
sors for the town’s road race. She
said that Westfield Memorial Pool
membership letters should go out in
about two weeks.

Loren Weinstein, chairman of the
commission’s pool committee, said
the public should consult the
commission’s website.

“We’re in the budget process. Our
recommendation is not to change

the pool fee, but up the guest pass
from $5 to $6 on the weekdays and
from $6 to $8 on the weekends,” Ms.
Kaufmann said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he and Com-
mission Chairman Peter Echausse
met with Westfield Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea and Councilman
Sam Della Fera to discuss the
Tamaques Park tennis courts and
other capital projects.

“We agreed that Houlihan [Field]
must be done in 2014 by a grant. The
same thing with Memorial [Park].
We did it with a grant,” Mr.
Kaufmann said. He further said that
it would cost $50,000 to refurbish
the eight tennis courts, which, he
said, were not up to present stan-
dards.

Mr. Kaufmann added, “I’ll be
working with Sandy Mamary, the
supervisor of athletics at Westfield
High School, to see when it will
have the least impact on the high-
school tennis program.” He said there
was some storm damage to the fence
and the lighting at the courts. “We
have to see where the funding will
be coming from,” Mr. Kaufmann
said.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Recreation Commission will take
place on Monday, March 11, at 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Rendering courtesy of Sarah Tremallo, Evergreen Partners, Inc.
STOP & SHOP UPGRADE…Representatives for Stop & Shop on Elm Street in
Westfield went before the Westfield Planning Board on Monday night to gain
approval for renovations to the grocery store. Pictured above, a rendering of the
proposed new look for the store.

WF  Planning Bd. Discusses
Upgrades to Stop & Shop
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Plan-
ning Board held a public hearing
Monday night to review a revised
and resubmitted application by Stop
& Shop Supermarket Company
LLC (Stop & Shop) to expand its
Elm Street location. Three expert
witnesses from Stop & Shop pre-
sented testimony to the board.

Frank Maglio, director of real
estate for Stop & Shop’s New York
Metro Division, testified first. He
explained Stop & Shop’s two-phase
development plan. First, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings it owns at 203 and 195
Elm Street and enlarge the
supermarket’s parking lot. Then,
the current location at 219 Elm
Street will close for approximately
five months for expansion and reno-
vation of the building.

Mr. Maglio pointed out that in
this application Stop & Shop no
longer seeks variances to use the
store’s basement for food-handling
purposes, nor for internally-illumi-
nated signage.

He stated that the store currently
is too small to meet the needs of
local residents and drives potential
Westfield grocery-shoppers else-
where. “We think that with these
improvements we can keep the
Westfield customer in Westfield,”
he explained.

He assured the board, stating,
“This store is not going to be
a…highway-type supermarket. This
is a neighborhood supermarket. It
serves a small area…this area in
Westfield, and that’s all it’s going
to do.”

Mr. Maglio said the store cur-
rently employs 15 to 20 people per
shift and will employ roughly 10
extra employees per shift post-reno-
vation. Store hours will not change.

The consideration of nearby resi-
dents, especially those at The
Chelmsford and Westfield Terrace
apartments abutting the southern
face of the property, was a top pri-
ority during planning, Mr. Maglio
said. Board members from both
apartments were present in the au-
dience, along with the
supermarket’s community outreach
representative, Sarah Tremallo.

Art Attenasio, a lawyer represent-
ing an objector to the proposed ex-
pansion, James Hughes of Massa-
chusetts Street, questioned Mr.
Maglio. Mr. Attenasio asked
whether Stop & Shop had inten-
tions to re-request basement remod-
eling in the future to which Mr.
Maglio responded, “no.”

The next witness, architect An-
thony Guzzo, elaborated on the ex-
pansion. He stated that loading and
stocking areas would be added at
the perimeters of the store; that deli,
floral and bakery departments
would expand; that the natural foods
area would be more clearly defined,
and a large open-produce area es-
tablished.

Mr. Guzzo testified that the store
also would improve handicapped
accessibility with wider aisles and
greater room for turning at aisle
ends. He said that interior design
and décor also would receive up-
grades.

Regarding exterior improve-
ments, Mr. Guzzo described Stop

& Shop’s goal as “updating the look
but not changing the character of
the building,” using “materials con-
sistent and compatible with what
was there before.” Colonial archi-
tecture, slate-style mansard roof-
ing and white trim-work will re-
main key design elements.

Project Engineer Michael Fowler
took the stand next, discussing park-
ing, lighting plans and changes to
the existing retaining wall.

Mr. Fowler said the parking area
will double and become multi-di-
rectional, providing better traffic
circulation. Because of wide aisles
for delivery trucks, though, he said
variances for fewer and smaller than
required parking spaces would re-
main necessary.

Mr. Maglio, Mr. Fowler and Mr.
Guzzo each emphasized that new,
sealed, elevator-style loading docks
would improve loading efficiency
and safety, as well as decrease noise
levels. Delivery currently is rolled
from parking lot to building in open
air.

A three-inch-thick “sound fence,”
constructed of precast concrete pan-
els with stone finish, will be added
to the current southerly retaining
wall to further reduce parking lot
noise. The retaining wall also will
be extended to curve around the
western edge of the property, ac-
cording to Mr. Fowler.

Mr. Maglio returned to the po-
dium to address questions from the
board regarding energy efficiency.
Upgrades to energy efficiency will
include a roof that reduces cooling
costs by reflecting heat, upgraded
roof insulation, LED lighting in fro-
zen food cases and throughout the
store, and state-of-the-art, high-ef-
ficiency HVAC and refrigeration,
he said.

He also informed the board that
backup generators built into the
penthouse would provide partial
functionality during emergency
conditions.

Mr. Fowler then returned to ad-
dress the lighting plan. Variances
will be needed because lighting near
the parking lot’s delivery area will
be so bright, while the outdoor area
near the northeastern façade will be
unusually dark.

Board member Robert Newell
called on Stop & Shop to “revalu-
ate” the lighting plan. He said that
reduced lighting could eliminate
light poles and save parking space,
as well as reduce energy demand.
Approving Stop & Shop’s current
proposal would make the store the
“brightest spot in town,” he claimed.

A continuation of the hearing will
occur on Monday, March 4. At the
continuation, Stop & Shop will re-
spond to Mr. Newell’s lighting re-
quests; a sound expert and a profes-
sional planner will provide addi-
tional testimony.term of Kevin Glover, who vacated

the seat to become mayor last
month.

Mr. Smith also said the party
“needs to reconnect with the base
of voters who have for many years
elected Republican mayors with
Republican majorities on the town-
ship council.” He said the party can
do that by “developing and fielding
candidates who espouse and apply
traditional Republican principles to
make our municipal government as
efficient and cost effective to mini-
mize the need for tax increases, to
allow our current businesses and
future businesses to view Scotch
Plains as a place to do business and
to strengthen the pride of our citi-
zens that Scotch Plains is a vibrant
community in which to live.”

He also said a “strong” party
structure is needed. He compared
the township Republicans to “just
one building block in the founda-
tion of the New Jersey Republican
Party. If our block is strong and the
other blocks in the foundation are
strong, we Republicans will have a
firm base to win local, county, state
and federal elections.”

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

Mayor Andy Skibitsky

Westfield Mayor Skibitsky
Announces Bid for Reelection

This November, I will be asking
the residents of Westfield to allow me
the privilege of serving as their mayor
for another term. Serving as your
mayor has been a truly rewarding and
humbling experience.

When asked why I en-
joy being the mayor, my
answer has always been
that it is the opportunity
to meet so many of this
town’s talented and com-
passionate residents that
makes my job so reward-
ing. Westfield residents
are proud of this com-
munity, and are commit-
ted to keeping it one of
the greatest places to live
and raise a family.

Speaking with resi-
dents on a daily basis and listening to
their concerns and ideas has instilled
in me the greatest appreciation for
the town of Westfield and all that it
has to offer. [My wife] Debbie and I
could never have imagined a better
place to raise our family or a better
school district to put our children
through. When friends visit from out
of town I am excited to show them all
the restaurants and shops that down-
town has to offer.

I truly believe that it is this pride in

and appreciation for Westfield, shared
by its residents and myself alike, that
has carried this town through one of
the worst financial crises and natural
disasters the State has faced. Although
there is no doubt that Westfield resi-

dents have faced great
adversity during these
troubling times, this
community has pulled
together like few oth-
ers. Not only has this
town overcome great
obstacles, but it has
come out stronger and
smarter. I am running
for re-election because
I want to make sure
Westfield remains re-
silient in the face of
challenging times and

continues to be the community that
we take such pride in.

Thank you for putting your trust in
my leadership. I ask for your support
so that I may continue to work with
the town’s residents to make Westfield
an even greater place to call home.

Please stop by Bagel Chateau Sat-
urday, February 16, from 9 a.m. – 12
p.m. to sign my petition for election.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Westfield

[implementation of] the Union County
First Alert system.”

Mr. Debbie also promoted the next
Union County First Alert training ses-
sion open to the public. “We will have
another one on Wednesday, February
27, between 5 and 7 p.m. at town hall,
where we will teach people how to sign
up for Union County First Alert and
show them all the advances (of the
system),” he said.

Mayor Mirabelli offered his opinion
on implementing the committee’s
evolving strategy. “At some point, for
the committee, we need to have a list of

recommendations, so that goes to full
council that everyone approves.”

A target for recommendations from
the committee was set for the council’s
next work session.

In other news, the council approved
raffle applications from the
Mountainside Lions Club for an off-
premise 50/50 draw raffle, as well as a
draw raffle and an on-premise 50/50
draw raffle from the Governor
Livingston High School (GLHS) Par-
ent Teacher Organization, and autho-
rized a donation to be made to the
GLHS Project Graduation program.
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