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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
GOODBYE TO THE OLD...Demolition of the former site of The Chippery on
South Avenue in Fanwood was completed on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
HOUSE FIRE...The Mountainside Fire Department responded to a fire at 1151
Corrinne Terrace in Mountainside which started at around noon last Thursday.
Fire departments from other Union County towns offered mutual aid.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE…Fanwood Police Sergeant Russ Yeager addresses students during a leadership exercise
at the Leadership Conference held Saturday at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Scotch Plains Tea Party Head
Elected Republican Chairman
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alexander
Smith, the head of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tea Party, was narrowly
elected chairman of the township
Republican Committee last month.
He defeated Paulette Coronato, the
former councilwoman who was
seeking to succeed former Mayor
Martin Marks, who resigned as
chairman after last fall’s municipal
elections after moving to Cranford.

Mr. Smith, who was chairman of
the local Tea Party from 2010 until
the end of last year, won the Janu-
ary 23 vote to head the local party
by a 15-14 margin. Elected as a
Republican committeeman in 2010,
he said he would no longer have a
leadership position within the local
Tea Party. He retired from AT&T in
1998 after a 29-year career.

“I wanted a chance to promote
our Republican principles of fiscal

responsibility, smaller and smarter
government and, most importantly,
free markets,” Mr. Smith told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
While praising past and current
party leaders, Mr. Smith said that,
“over the past few years, we have
let individual issues get in the way
of the common purpose of our
party.”

He said his first priority is to “get
back on track and win local elec-

tions.” The party lost two of three
available council seats in the 2010
elections, followed by last
November’s twin defeats in the
mayoral election and an election
for a council seat. Those losses gave
control of the township council to
the Democrats for the first time
since 1999. A special election will
be held this November to fill the
remaining year of the unexpired

Franklin Sentenced For
1976 Westfield Murder
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Nearly 37 years
after the brutal rape and murder of
Lena Triano in her Westfield home,
Carlton Franklin, who was only 15
at the time, was sentenced last week
by state Superior Court Judge Rob-
ert Kirsch to an indeterminate
amount of time, up to 10 years in
prison.

Despite the fact that Franklin is
now 52, he was a juvenile at the
time the crime was committed, and
thus the court system had to treat
him as a juvenile.

Under 1976 law, when the mur-
der was committed, juvenile offend-
ers could be sentenced to life in

prison; however, according to
Franklin’s attorney, Edward
Busichio, the law changed in the
1980s, making the maximum sen-
tence for a juvenile “indeterminate,
up to a maximum of 10 years.”

County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow issued a statement to
The Westfield Leader regarding the
sentence. “This is a complicated
legal matter. We feel Mr. Franklin
should be sentenced to an indeter-
minate term of not exceeding life,
in accordance with the terms that
applied when the crime occurred.
We will appeal the ruling.”

Mr. Busichio told The Leader that
the sentence imposed by Judge
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WF Zoning Board OKs
Kidville on East Broad St.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
an application for a use variance
last Wednesday by Catharine and
Paul Wilder to establish a Kidville
franchise at 109 East Broad Street.
The child-parent activity center will
occupy a 4,000-square-foot space
that for many years housed the
Leader Store.

The Wilders’ attorney, Richard
Elbert of Westfield, argued that
since the space would be a store-
front, with a retail component, it
would be compatible with the other
businesses on East Broad Street.

Randy Harwood of Manhattan,
the founder and president of
Kidville, outlined the purpose and
activities that would take place in
the space.

“It is a child-parent activity cen-
ter; a parent would be with the child
at all times. It is not a day care
center,” he said. “It will have a re-
tail component – art classes, gym
classes, a music component called
Rockin Railroad, and will host birth-
day parties for up to 20 children,”
he added.

Mr. Harwood said the company
is nine years old and that there are
30 centers worldwide and 17 on the
east coast. In New Jersey there are
Kidville franchises in Summit and
Hoboken, with others soon to be
available in Montclair and Denville.
Mr. Harwood said they are all lo-
cated in “upscale” or affluent com-
munities. He also said 16 to 20

children, each with a parent, would
be there for a 50-minute session at
one given time.

Applicant Catharine Wilder, of
Hoboken, addressed the board, say-
ing, “I love Kidville. We go to the
one in Hoboken. We looked around
for towns we’d like to live in.
Westfield has a large number of
children. It is family oriented.” She
also said that Kidville would have
catering for parties, but no food
preparation would take place on the
premises. “I’ve spent time in the
Kidvilles in Hoboken and Summit
with my children. One component
would be a retail space where cloth-
ing and toys would be sold. It’s a 9-
to-5 operation,” she said.

Greg Talmont, an architect who
worked on the renovation of the
building, which also houses the
Chipotle Mexican Grill, told the
board that Kidville would occupy
the ground floor and that there are
rental apartments on the second and
third floors. He said there is one
parking space in front of the build-
ing and the Prospect Street munici-
pal parking lot behind the building.
He also said that deliveries would
take place in the back of the build-
ing.

Michael Tobia, a planner from
Morristown, said the storefront
would have six windows and six
apartments on two stories and would
back up to a parking lot. The retail
component would be in the front of
the store so as to be compatible
with the other businesses on the
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Media and Information
Comm. Updates MS Council

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
received an update from members of
the borough’s Media and Informa-
tion Committee.

Comprised of Councilwoman
Deanna Andre and Councilman Bob
Messler and chaired by Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, the committee was
created in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy, when the resulting loss of
power in the borough compromised
communication between administra-
tion and residents.

The committee holds public ses-
sions to generate input and receive
feedback from concerned residents.

Ms. Andre provided a brief report
on the committee’s progress to date.
“We added organizations to our
website [www.mountainside-nj.com/
]…whatever the police department
puts on Union County First Alert,
we’ll be putting that on Twitter and
Facebook,” she said.

Union County First Alert is a
countywide information system
where registered users can receive

notifications, via text or e-mail, should
any significant events occur in the
county, such as road closures, ex-
treme weather conditions and the like.

The system also is employed in the
event of an emergency, whether
county, state or nationwide.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli again urged
residents to register for this free ser-
vice. Residents may register for Union
County First Alert at ucfirstalert.org.

Ms. Andre also stated the commit-
tee is continuing its efforts in investi-
gating cost effective telephone-based
systems, such as Google Voice and
Honeywell Instant Alert, as well as a
possible partnership with Westfield
in employing that town’s radio sta-
tion (AM 1690) should the need arise.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie, Jr. praised the efforts of the
committee thus far, stating, “Accom-
plishments have been made by the
committee, the new website,
Facebook account, Twitter account.
Our Channel 35 is now on generator
and battery backup. So that will not
be down anymore. [Channels] 35 and
39 will be broadcasting as long as
their lines stay up. That, as well as
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Paul Lachenaur for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEARNIGNG TO BE A LEADER...Students participate in a fun leadership
exercise at the Leadership Conference held Saturday at the Scotch plains-
Fanwood High School. Pictured sitting, left to right, are: Persia Bash, Kelly
Yeager and Verun Sangal. Pictured standing are Matt Schweizer and Freeholder
Al Mirabella.

County Taxes Projected to Rise
$19.2 Mil. In $506-Mil. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Al Faella on Tuesday released
the 2013 executive budget totaling
$504 million. with $321.7 million to
be raised in county taxes, an increase
of $19.3 million over last year. Last
year’s budget was $499 million, of
which $303 million was raised in
county taxes.

The budget will be sent to the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Fiscal Affairs Commit-
tee. Freeholder Dan Sullivan, the
committee’s chairman, has said
public hearings are planned for
March.

The executive budget proposes
property taxes to increase by an
average of $120 per household
throughout the county; wealthier
towns such as Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Summit, and Scotch
Plains will rise more; lesser amounts
will be assessed for others such as
Plainfield, Roselle and Elizabeth.
Tax-impact statements specifying
exact amounts of taxes per towns
were not available as of press dead-
line.

In last year’s budget, Mr. Faella
said the average tax increase in the
county was around $93. with
Westfield homeowners seeing an
average hike of $200, Scotch

Plains $170, Fanwood $121,
Cranford $132, Garwood $112 and
Mountainside $204. The 2013 bud-
get document can be downloaded
at www.goleader.com/13feb07/.
See the county manager’s trans-
mittal letter on page 5 of today’s
newspaper.

County debt service payments are
projected to rise $6.5 million to $57.2
million as part of a total outstanding
debt of $560 million. Among the
projects increasing county debt is
construction of a $15.6-million,
45,000-square-foot clubhouse/ban-
quet facility at Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth, which will
open in April.

In an effort to reduce operational
costs, the county has studies underway
for the county jail, which has a $50-
million budget, and the Watchung
Stables, which according to the execu-
tive budget, is $600,000 in the red. The
county, through the work of an  outside
vendor, Florida-based Luminosity, has
reduced the jail population from 900 to
700 inmates, which Mr. Faella said
saved the county $500,000 in food and
medical costs. In addition, a study is
underway at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, which Mr. Faella said the county
is subidizing to the tune  of  $17 million
per year.

Group insurance costs are up $3.4
million to $49.2 million for the
county’s 2,800 employees, with an-
other $11.2 million budgeted for em-
ployee prescription coverage. Pen-
sion payments and Social Security
costs are $40.6 million.

The county manager has budgeted
$15.4 million for the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS),
up $94,000 over 2012, while $13.3
million has been appropriated for
the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System, up $1 million from last year.
Unemployment compensation has
dropped nearly a half million dollars
to a little over $1 million after the
county laid off 10 percent of its
workforce in 2012. Per the Old Age
and Survivors’ Insurance (OASI), So-
cial Security payments are down
$535,000 to $10.8 million.


