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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Call me to get more for your money.
Introducing  the  Allstate  Auto/Life
DiscountÐ.  Now  when  you  protect  your
family  with  life  insurance,  you’ll  save  even
more on protecting your car. Call me today!

Ask me about the new Auto/Life Discount.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

SHOP LESS. GET MORE.
Local Agent Who Knows You

Accident Forgiveness from Day One

Safe Driving Bonus® Checks

NEW AUTO/LIFE DISCOUNT

GET ALL THAT PLUS:

Features are optional. Discounts vary. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Life insurance issued
by Allstate Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL, Lincoln Benefit Life Co., Lincoln, NE and American Heritage Life
Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Co.

WF Zoning Board OKs
Kidville on East Broad St.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment approved an ap-
plication for a use variance last Wednes-
day by Catharine and Paul Wilder to
establish a Kidville franchise at 109
East Broad Street. The child-parent
activity center will occupy a 4,000-
square-foot space that for many years
housed the Leader Store.

The Wilders’ attorney, Richard Elbert
of Westfield, argued that since the space
would be a storefront, with a retail
component, it would be compatible
with the other businesses on East Broad
Street.

Randy Harwood of Manhattan, the
founder and president of Kidville, out-
lined the purpose and activities that
would take place in the space.

“It is a child-parent activity center; a
parent would be with the child at all
times. It is not a day care center,” he
said. “It will have a retail component
– art classes, gym classes, a music
component called Rockin Railroad,
and will host birthday parties for up
to 20 children,” he added.

Mr. Harwood said the company is
nine years old and that there are 30
centers worldwide and 17 on the east
coast. In New Jersey there are
Kidville franchises in Summit and
Hoboken, with others soon to be
available in Montclair and Denville.
Mr. Harwood said they are all lo-
cated in “upscale” or affluent com-
munities. He also said 16 to 20 chil-
dren, each with a parent, would be
there for a 50-minute session at one
given time.

Applicant Catharine Wilder, of
Hoboken, addressed the board, say-
ing, “I love Kidville. We go to the one
in Hoboken. We looked around for
towns we’d like to live in. Westfield has
a large number of children. It is family
oriented.” She also said that Kidville
would have catering for parties, but no
food preparation would take place on
the premises. “I’ve spent time in the
Kidvilles in Hoboken and Summit with
my children. One component would
be a retail space where clothing and
toys would be sold. It’s a 9-to-5 opera-
tion,” she said.

Greg Talmont, an architect who
worked on the renovation of the build-
ing, which also houses the Chipotle
Mexican Grill, told the board that
Kidville would occupy the ground floor
and that there are rental apartments on
the second and third floors. He said
there is one parking space in front of
the building and the Prospect Street
municipal parking lot behind the build-
ing. He also said that deliveries would
take place in the back of the building.

Michael Tobia, a planner from
Morristown, said the storefront would
have six windows and six apartments
on two stories and would back up to a
parking lot. The retail component
would be in the front of the store so as
to be compatible with the other busi-
nesses on the street. He also said the
personal service component would be
served by the classes conducted there.

Town Planner Bill Drew took issue
with the term personal service and said
that it does not mean family activity.
He suggested that recreational service
would be a more fitting term. Board
Chairman William Heinbokel said per-
sonal service means a shoe repair or a
tailor.

Mr. Tobias emphasized the fact that
it would not be a childcare center and
would not be licensed as such. He also
said the facility would be used by
about 90 persons a day and would
benefit from foot traffic and the Pros-
pect Street parking lot. He added that
the facility would support shopping at
nearby stores.

“It would be a great fit,” Mr. Tobias
said. “There would be no detriment;
the outside of the store would remain
the same,” he added.

Kathy Gold of Westfield told the
board, “I feel that it [Kidville] would

be more than appropriate in Westfield,
and a wonderful addition to the down-
town.” Sherry Cronin, executive direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, said, “Everyone is anticipating
it. It would be a wonderful attraction to
our downtown. We have to look at it as
to whether it is appropriate for this
district. I tend to think it is.”

Mr. Heinbokel commented that,
“This is a permitted asset. If you had 22
people at the site at one time, I don’t
think it’s any different from retail, and
it would bring people to the other busi-
nesses. I don’t see the activity as bur-
densome to the town. I’m in favor of
allowing this type of activity to go on
downtown. It would help support other
businesses.”

Board member Andrew Wasserman
added, “I don’t see any detriment. I
think it’s a good application.”

WE LOVE ARUBA ... The Payami family of Scotch Plains welcomed in the new
year in Aruba. Jake, Briella and Kapriana Payami  enjoy The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times at this island landmark  — the perfect place for tourists, and
everyone that loves Aruba, to get a picture-perfect pose.

LEADER TRAVELS…Mountainside resident Fontaine Gatti holds a copy of
The Westfield Leader while visiting Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.

Where Franklin will serve his sen-
tence currently is unknown, as state
law prohibits juvenile offenders from
being sent to state prison. “This case is
very unique,” Mr. Busichio said.

Franklin was arrested after cold case
detectives with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office began looking at
the Triano case and were able to extract
DNA evidence from clothing and bed-
ding that the Westfield Police Depart-
ment had preserved since the murder.

“Our detectives don’t give up. There
are a number of active investigations
regarding homicides in Union County;
both recent and some dating back many
years. Based on the success rate the
Union County Homicide Task Force
has built, there are criminals out there
who should be very concerned. It’s
only a matter of time,” Mr. Romankow
told The Leader.

According to The Westfield Leader
archives, Franklin was appointed to a
Youth Advisory Committee on Van-
dalism in September of 1977, just a
year after he allegedly murdered Ms.
Triano. He next appears in the ar-
chives in April of 1980, when he was
arrested and charged with a Stirling
Place burglary along with Ralph
Petterway. The two were held on
$10,000 bail.

Then on November 6, 1981,
Franklin broke into the Garrigan home
on Lawrence Avenue, holding three
family members hostage. Franklin
pled guilty to kidnapping and rob-
bery, for which he served just over 17
years before being paroled in 1999.

At the time of his arrest for the Triano
murder, Franklin, a father of three, was
residing in Newark and working as a
home heating oil delivery man.
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the summer brochure and looking
for sponsors for the town’s road
race. She said that Westfield Me-
morial Pool membership letters
should go out in about two weeks.

Loren Weinstein, chairman of the
commission’s pool committee, said
the public should consult the
commission’s website.

“We’re in the budget process. Our
recommendation is not to change
the pool fee, but up the guest pass
from $5 to $6 on the weekdays and
from $6 to $8 on the weekends,”
Ms. Kaufmann said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he and Com-
mission Chairman Peter Echausse
met with Westfield Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea and Councilman
Sam Della Fera to discuss the
Tamaques Park tennis courts and
other capital projects.

“We agreed that Houlihan [Field]
must be done in 2014 by a grant.
The same thing with Memorial
[Park]. We did it with a grant,” Mr.
Kaufmann said. He further said that
it would cost $50,000 to refurbish
the eight tennis courts, which, he
said, were not up to present stan-
dards.

Mr. Kaufmann added, “I’ll be
working with Sandy Mamary, the
supervisor of athletics at Westfield
High School, to see when it will
have the least impact on the high-
school tennis program.” He said
there was some storm damage to
the fence and the lighting at the
courts. “We have to see where the
funding will be coming from,” Mr.
Kaufmann said.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Recreation Commission will take
place on Monday, March 11, at 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.
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[mountainside-nj.com/]…whatever the
police department puts on Union
County First Alert, we’ll be putting that
on Twitter and Facebook,” she said.

Union County First Alert is a
countywide information system where
registered users can receive notifica-
tions, via text or e-mail, should any
significant events occur in the county,
such as road closures, extreme weather
conditions and the like.

The system also is employed in the
event of an emergency, whether county,
state or nationwide.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli again urged
residents to register for this free ser-
vice. Residents may register for Union
County First Alert at ucfirstalert.org.

Ms. Andre also stated the commit-
tee is continuing its efforts in inves-
tigating cost effective telephone-
based systems, such as Google Voice
and Honeywell Instant Alert, as well
as a possible partnership with
Westfield in employing that town’s
radio station (AM 1690) should the
need arise.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie, Jr. praised the efforts of the
committee thus far, stating, “Accom-
plishments have been made by the com-
mittee, the new website, Facebook ac-
count, Twitter account. Our Channel
35 is now on generator and battery
backup. So that will not be down any-
more. [Channels] 35 and 39 will be
broadcasting as long as their lines stay
up. That, as well as [implementation
of] the Union County First Alert sys-
tem.”

The borough held a training session
on January 30 to facilitate the public’s
registration process.

Mr. Debbie also promoted the next
Union County First Alert training ses-
sion open to the public. “We will have
another one on Wednesday, February
27, between 5 and 7 p.m. at town hall,
where we will teach people how to sign
up for Union County First Alert and
show them all the advances (of the
system),” he said.

Mayor Mirabelli offered his opinion
on implementing the committee’s
evolving strategy. “At some point, for
the committee, we need to have a list of
recommendations, so that goes to full
council that everyone approves.”

A target for recommendations from
the committee was set for the council’s
next work session.

In other news, the council approved
raffle applications from the
Mountainside Lions Club for an off-
premise 50/50 draw raffle, as well as a
draw raffle and an on-premise 50/50
draw raffle from the Governor
Livingston High School (GLHS) Par-
ent Teacher Organization, and autho-
rized a donation to be made to the
GLHS Project Graduation program.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 19, at 8 p.m. at
Mountainside Borough Hall.
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posed expansion, James Hughes of
Massachusetts Street, questioned
Mr. Maglio. Mr. Attenasio asked
whether Stop & Shop had inten-
tions to re-request basement remod-
eling in the future to which Mr.
Maglio responded, “no.”

The next witness, architect An-
thony Guzzo, elaborated on the ex-
pansion. He stated that loading and
stocking areas would be added at
the perimeters of the store; that deli,
floral and bakery departments
would expand; that the natural foods
area would be more clearly defined,
and a large open-produce area es-
tablished.

Mr. Guzzo testified that the store
also would improve handicapped
accessibility with wider aisles and
greater room for turning at aisle
ends. He said that interior design
and décor also would receive up-
grades.

Regarding exterior improve-
ments, Mr. Guzzo described Stop
& Shop’s goal as “updating the look
but not changing the character of
the building,” using “materials con-
sistent and compatible with what
was there before.” Colonial archi-
tecture, slate-style mansard roof-
ing and white trim-work will re-
main key design elements.

Project Engineer Michael Fowler
took the stand next, discussing park-
ing, lighting plans and changes to
the existing retaining wall.

Mr. Fowler said the parking area
will double and become multi-di-
rectional, providing better traffic
circulation. Because of wide aisles
for delivery trucks, though, he said
variances for fewer and smaller than
required parking spaces would re-
main necessary.

Mr. Maglio, Mr. Fowler and Mr.
Guzzo each emphasized that new,
sealed, elevator-style loading docks
would improve loading efficiency
and safety, as well as decrease noise
levels. Delivery currently is rolled
from parking lot to building in open
air.

A three-inch-thick “sound fence,”
constructed of precast concrete pan-
els with stone finish, will be added

to the current southerly retaining
wall to further reduce parking lot
noise. The retaining wall also will
be extended to curve around the
western edge of the property, ac-
cording to Mr. Fowler.

Mr. Maglio returned to the po-
dium to address questions from the
board regarding energy efficiency.
Upgrades to energy efficiency will
include a roof that reduces cooling
costs by reflecting heat, upgraded
roof insulation, LED lighting in fro-
zen food cases and throughout the
store, and state-of-the-art, high-ef-
ficiency HVAC and refrigeration,
he said.

He also informed the board that
backup generators built into the
penthouse would provide partial
functionality during emergency
conditions.

Mr. Fowler then returned to ad-
dress the lighting plan. Variances
will be needed because lighting near
the parking lot’s delivery area will
be so bright, while the outdoor area
near the northeastern façade will be
unusually dark.

Board member Robert Newell
called on Stop & Shop to “revalu-
ate” the lighting plan. He said that
reduced lighting could eliminate
light-poles and save parking space,
as well as reduce energy demand.
Approving Stop & Shop’s current
proposal would make the store the
“brightest spot in town,” he claimed.

A continuation of the hearing will
occur on Monday, March 4. At the
continuation, Stop & Shop will re-
spond to Mr. Newell’s lighting re-
quests; a sound expert and a profes-
sional planner will provide addi-
tional testimony. the resolution he provided to the

mayor and council from MAIG was a
“much better and stronger resolu-
tion” and that he felt that the resolu-
tion the mayor put forth had “lost all
of the teeth.”

Karen Egert, president of New Jer-
sey Residents for Action, thanked the
mayor for his resolution. She said
that her group met with Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th), but that
he has declined their invitation to
host a town hall meeting on this issue.

Resident David Glasker agreed
with Councilman Haas that the reso-
lution had “no teeth,” and said there
is a need for a strict assault weapons
ban and that he thought the council
had more courage.

Diane Beeny of the Union County
Peace Council said that people who
own guns are more likely to be killed
by guns and that owning a gun is “an
illusion” of safety. “I’m not saying
we should abolish the second amend-
ment, but it shouldn’t take precedent
over the pursuit of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,” she told the
mayor and council.

Resident Greg Kasko again spoke
to the council regarding who has in-
structed crossing guards to direct traf-
fic when no children are crossing.
“What is the specific statutory au-
thority?” he asked.

Town Attorney Russ Finestein said
that sections of State Law Title 40A
allow for the appointment of cross-
ing guards by the chief of police. He
provided Mr. Kasko copies of the
sections of the statute he was refer-
encing.

Mr. Kasko countered that State Law
Title 39:4-144 allows for only police
officers to direct traffic through stop
and yield signs. The statute Mr. Kasko
referenced states that drivers must
obey stop and yield signs unless he is,
“otherwise directed to proceed by a
traffic or police officer or traffic con-
trol signal.”

New Jersey state law Title 40A
says, “guards may be stationed only
when it is necessary to control or
direct vehicular or pedestrian traffic
during those time periods of a school
day…”

Mayor Skibitsky said that he does
not feel residents are concerned about
the crossing guards, but that resi-
dents have voiced concern that Mr.
Kasko is videotaping “our crossing
guards and possibly our children at

the same time.”
Mr. Kasko told The Westfield

Leader that he “never taped any chil-
dren crossing any street” and that he
videotaped the crossing guards di-
recting traffic from a considerable
distance, before school times. Mr.
Kasko also said he would like the
word “direct” used in State Law 40A
defined.
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Reading is good for you!
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County Taxes to Rise $19.2
Mil. In $506-Mil. Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Al Faella on Tuesday released
the 2013 executive budget totaling
$504 million, with $321.7 million to
be raised in county taxes, an in-
crease of $19.3 million over last
year. Last year’s budget was $499
million, of which $303 million was
raised in county taxes.

The budget will be sent to the
Board of Chosen Freeholders Fiscal
Affairs Committee. Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, the committee’s chairman,
has said public hearings are planned
for March.

The executive budget proposes
property taxes to increase by an av-
erage of $120 per household
throughout the county; wealthier
towns such as Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Summit and Scotch
Plains will rise more; lesser amounts
will be assessed for others such as
Plainfield, Roselle and Elizabeth.
Tax-impact statements specifying
exact amounts of taxes per towns
were not available as of press dead-
line. The budget document can be
downloaded at goleader.com/
13feb07/. See the county manager’s
transmittal letter on page 5 of today’s
newspaper.

County debt service payments are
projected to rise $6.5 million to $57.2

million as part of a total outstanding
debt of $560 million. Among the
projects increasing county debt is
construction of a $15.6-million,
45,000-square-foot clubhouse/ban-
quet facility at Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth, which will
open in April. In an effort to reduce
operational costs the county has stud-
ies underway for the county jail,
which has a $50-million budget, and
the Watchung Stables, which accord-
ing to the executive budget, is
$600,000 in the red.

Group insurance costs are up $3.4
million to $49.2 million for the
county’s 2,800 employees, with an-
other $11.2 million budgeted for
employee prescription coverage.
Pension payments and Social Secu-
rity costs are $40.6 million. The
county manager has budgeted $15.4
million for the Public Employees
Retirement System (PERS), up
$94,000 over 2012, while $13.3
million has been appropriated for
the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System, up $1 million from last year.
Unemployment compensation has
dropped nearly a half million dol-
lars to a little over $1 million after
the county had undergone layoffs in
2012. Per the Old Age and Survi-
vors’ Insurance (OASI), Social Se-
curity payments are down $535,000
to $10.8 million.


