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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
HOUSE FIRE...The Mountainside Fire Department responded to a fire at 1151
Corrinne Terrace in Mountainside which started at around noon last Thursday.
Fire departments from Westfield, Springfield and Summit were on scene.
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WF Rec. Discusses Soccer
Fields, Tennis Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The recreation
commission held a short meeting
Monday evening, at which Brad
Rothenberg, a Girls Softball League
of Westfield board member, asked
the commission for $25,000 toward
the refurbishing of four fields. He
said he worked with Scott Bills, a
certified sports field consultant with
Sports Field Solutions, to make that
determination.

Mr. Rothenberg said the Viersma
Company came in at the lowest
price. He also said it would cost
about $9,575 per field, or $38,300
for all four fields. He told the com-
mission that the league would like
to put locked boxes at the fields to
store bases, and also wished to en-
hance the dugouts and put tarp over
the batter’s boxes.

“These are the fields our travel
teams use, and the conditions are
not what we’d like them to be,” Mr.
Rothenberg said.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said, “I have all the in-
formation that Scott sent me, and it
is within the scope of what I ex-

pected. There is a time factor. When
could it be done? At any given time
there would be one (field) out of
commission. It’s not only Girls Soft-
ball that use those fields.”

Commission member Loren
Weinstein said, “Given all the work
to be done, it makes sense to me.”

Dan Duffy of the Westfield Base-
ball League added, “If he’s doing
all of the fields, it doesn’t make any
sense to have two different contrac-
tors working on it.”

Mr. Kaufmann also said it would
not be a $25,000 check that would
go to the Girls Softball League, but
rather the money would be used
towards the cost for a combination
of vendors. He said, “$25,000 out
of our field-use fund is appropri-
ate” towards the cost of the project.

“Scott Bills, depending on which
company is doing the project, would
be supervising it,” Mr. Kaufmann
added. The commission then ap-
proved the amount to be used for
the fields.

Assistant Recreation Director
Dee Kaufmann said Program Di-
rector Traci Kastner is working on
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GOODBYE TO THE OLD...Demolition of the former site of The Chippery on
South Avenue in Fanwood was completed on Saturday.

Franklin Sentenced For
1976 Westfield Murder
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Nearly 37 years af-
ter the brutal rape and murder of Lena
Triano in her Westfield home, Carlton
Franklin, who was only 15 at the time,
was sentenced last week by state Supe-
rior Court Judge Robert Kirsch to an
indeterminate amount of time, up to 10
years in prison.

Despite the fact that Franklin is now
52, he was a juvenile at the time the
crime was committed, and thus the
court system had to treat him as a
juvenile.

Under 1976 law, when the murder
was committed, juvenile offenders
could be sentenced to life in prison;
however, according to Franklin’s attor-
ney, Edward Busichio, the law changed

in the 1980s, making the maximum
sentence for a juvenile “indeterminate,
up to a maximum of 10 years.”

County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow issued a statement to The
Westfield Leader regarding the sen-
tence. “This is a complicated legal
matter. We feel Mr. Franklin should be
sentenced to an indeterminate term of
not exceeding life, in accordance with
the terms that applied when the crime
occurred. We will appeal the ruling.”

Mr. Busichio told The Leader that
the sentence imposed by Judge Kirsch
is, “I believe, legally correct.” He added
that most juvenile offenders serve ap-
proximately one-third of the time they
are sentenced to, but Franklin’s release
will be up to the parole board.

Rendering courtesy of Sarah Tremallo, Evergreen Partners, Inc.
STOP & SHOP UPGRADE…Representatives for Stop & Shop on Elm Street in Westfield went before the Westfield
Planning Board on Monday night to gain approval for renovations to the grocery store. Pictured above, a rendering of the
proposed new look for the store.

Media and Information
Comm. Updates MS Council

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its regu-
lar work session Tuesday night, the
Mountainside Borough Council re-
ceived an update from members of the
borough’s Media and Information Com-
mittee.

Comprised of Councilwoman
Deanna Andre and Councilman Bob
Messler and chaired by Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, the committee was
created in the wake of Hurricane Sandy,
when the resulting loss of power in the

borough compromised communication
between administration and residents.

The committee’s mandate is to de-
vise methods to improve lines of com-
munication between the governing
body and the citizens of Mountainside
in the event of a similar emergency.

The committee holds public sessions
to generate input and receive feedback
from concerned residents.

Ms. Andre provided a brief report on
the committee’s progress to date. “We
added organizations to our website
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NIGHT AT THE FIGHTS…More than 500 boxing fans packed a ballroom at the Newark Airport Marriott Hotel on
February 1 for the annual Westfield College Men’s Club “Friday Night at the Fights.” The event featured 12 amateur boxing
contenders sanctioned by the New Jersey Association of USA Boxing. The event raised more than $28,000 to provide
scholarships to deserving male students from Westfield High School, allowing them to pursue studies following high school.

Westfield Planning Board Discusses
Upgrades to Stop & Shop Store

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Planning Board held a public hear-
ing Monday night to review a re-
vised and resubmitted application
by Stop & Shop Supermarket Com-
pany LLC (Stop & Shop) to expand
its Elm Street location. Three ex-
pert witnesses from Stop & Shop
presented testimony to the board.

Frank Maglio, director of real
estate for Stop & Shop’s New York
Metro Division, testified first. He
explained Stop & Shop’s two-phase
development plan. First, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings it owns at 203 and 195
Elm Street and enlarge the
supermarket’s parking lot. Then,
the current location at 219 Elm
Street will close for approximately

five months for expansion and reno-
vation of the building.

Mr. Maglio pointed out that in
this application Stop & Shop no
longer seeks variances to use the
store’s basement for food-handling
purposes, nor for internally-illumi-
nated signage.

He stated that the store currently
is too small to meet the needs of
local residents and drives potential
Westfield grocery-shoppers else-
where. “We think that with these
improvements we can keep the
Westfield customer in Westfield,”
he explained.

He assured the board, stating,
“This store is not going to be
a…highway-type supermarket. This
is a neighborhood supermarket. It
serves a small area…this area in
Westfield, and that’s all it’s going

to do.”
Mr. Maglio said the store cur-

rently employs 15 to 20 people
per shift and will employ roughly
10 extra employees per shift post-
renovation. Store hours will not
change.

The consideration of nearby
residents, especially those at The
Chelmsford and Westfield Terrace
apartments abutting the southern
face of the property, was a top
priority during planning, Mr.
Maglio said. Board members from
both apartments were present in
the audience, along with the
supermarket’s community out-
reach representative, Sarah
Tremallo.

Art Attenasio, a lawyer repre-
senting an objector to the pro-
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Mayor Skibitsky Announces
Bid for Reelection

This November, I will be asking
the residents of Westfield to allow me
the privilege of serving as their mayor
for another term. Serving as your
mayor has been a truly rewarding and
humbling experience.

When asked why I enjoy being the
mayor, my answer has
always been that it is
the opportunity to meet
so many of this town’s
talented and compas-
sionate residents that
makes my job so re-
warding. Westfield resi-
dents are proud of this
community, and are
committed to keeping
it one of the greatest
places to live and raise a
family.

Speaking with resi-
dents on a daily basis and listening to
their concerns and ideas has instilled
in me the greatest appreciation for the
town of Westfield and all that it has to
offer. [My wife] Debbie and I could
never have imagined a better place to
raise our family or a better school
district to put our children through.
When friends visit from out of town
I am excited to show them all the
restaurants and shops that downtown
has to offer.

I truly believe that it is this pride in
and appreciation for Westfield, shared
by its residents and myself alike, that
has carried this town through one of
the worst financial crises and natural
disasters the State has faced. Although
there is no doubt that Westfield resi-

dents have faced great
adversity during these
troubling times, this
community has pulled
together like few oth-
ers. Not only has this
town overcome great
obstacles, but it has
come out stronger and
smarter. I am running
for re-election because
I want to make sure
Westfield remains resil-
ient in the face of chal-
lenging times and con-

tinues to be the community that we
take such pride in.

Thank you for putting your trust in
my leadership. I ask for your support
so that I may continue to work with the
town’s residents to make Westfield an
even greater place to call home.

Please stop by Bagel Chateau Sat-
urday, February 16, from 9 a.m. – 12
p.m. to sign my petition for election.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Westfield

Westfield Council Passes Resolution
Regarding Gun Violence

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following last
week’s request for Mayor Andy Ski-
bitsky to join “Mayors Against Ille-
gal Guns” (MAIG) by residents from
Westfield-based New Jersey Resi-
dents for Action, the council passed a

resolution calling on citizens to con-
tact their congressional representa-
tive and the NJ SAFE task force.

When Mayor Skibitsky handed out
the resolution just before the meet-
ing, Councilman Dave Haas was criti-
cal of him, saying, “I just think that’s
an inappropriate way of dealing with
resolutions,” as the council had met
for a conference session just a half
hour before, and there was no men-
tion of the resolution.

He also asked the mayor if he would
sign onto the MAIG, to which the

mayor responded that he is regularly
asked to pass resolutions regarding
issues on the state and federal level
but that he is, “not going to politicize
this town council.”

During the televised portion of the
meeting, Mayor Skibitsky read the
resolution in full and encouraged resi-
dents to contact the NJ SAFE
taskforce with recommendations via
e-mail at nj-safetaskforce@njdcj.org.

Councilman Haas abstained from
voting on the resolution, saying that
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Mayor Andy Skibitsky


